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And we’re democracies. I mean, India is 
a great democracy. And democracies, there’s 
constant pressure against certain advances. 
People have their opinion, and people are 
allowed to express their opinion. And open-
ing markets is difficult. It’s difficult for a lot 
of countries, and it’s not easy for America, 
either. But the purpose of the trip is to con-
tinue to work to open up markets, because 
opening markets and free trade that’s fair 
trade will benefit workers and families on 
both sides of the trading equation. 

India-U.S. Relations 
Q. Well, military-to-military relationship is 

again another success story, new heights. It 
is every day it is reaching new heights. 

The President. Yes. 
Q. Marrying of technologies and under-

standing each other—and what about the 
same kind of cooperation in the field of de-
fense industry? 

The President. In what now? 
Q. In defense industry, joint production 

with India, America, technology transfer. 
The President. Well, as you know, there’s 

a lot of technology transfer. And I quoted 
the example of Texas Instruments having a 
plant in India’s silicon valley, a research cen-
ter, and that’s a classic case of technological 
transfer. Knowledge is technology, is the ad-
vancement of technology. And listen, this 
country has greatly benefited by Indian 
Americans, and Indians that have—with ad-
vanced degrees and degrees that have—un-
believably smart—engineering and different 
aspects of science and technology. And we 
welcome the presence of Indian students 
here in America, as well as the great con-
tribution of our Indian Americans. 

But technology transfers oftentimes re-
quire knowledge transfers, and one of the 
things about the relationship that has 
emerged is the fact there’s a lot of knowledge 
transfer between private sectors and through 
research institutions, and that’s positive. 

President’s Upcoming Visit to India 
Q. Well, the last question. This is your first 

visit to India. 
The President. It is. 
Q. While preparing to visit India and polit-

ical negotiations, have you discussed with 

Mrs. Bush how to negotiate hot Indian curry? 
[Laughter] 

The President. Well, I’m going to have 
to—I’ll have to try that on. I’ll tell you after-
wards. My one regret is that I’m not going 
to go see the Taj Mahal. And that’s not the 
fault of the Indian Government; that’s the 
fault of the George W. Bush schedulers. And 
obviously, it goes to show sometimes the 
President doesn’t get all his wishes. 

But I am really looking forward to going 
to the country. I am looking forward to meet-
ing members of the Government. I’m looking 
forward to having private time with the 
Prime Minister. And I know Laura joins me 
in telling the Indian people, thanks for 
friendship, and we can’t wait to come to your 
country. 

Q. Thank you very much. And welcome 
to India, you and Mrs. Bush. And I think 
there will be many more visits after this. 

The President. I hope so. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 11:18 a.m. in 
the Map Room at the White House for later 
broadcast and was embargoed by the Office of 
the Press Secretary until 9:00 p.m. In his remarks, 
the President referred to Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh of India; and President Pervez 
Musharraf of Pakistan. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of this interview. 
This item was not received in time for publication 
in the appropriate issue. 

Interview With Pakistan Television 
February 24, 2006 

Pakistan-U.S. Relations 
Q. Mr. President, you are paying a visit 

to Pakistan at a very crucial juncture, at a 
time when changes are being experienced in 
the region. And people of Pakistan are pin-
ning a lot of hope on your visit because they 
think many problems are there and your visit 
will play a very vital role in it. So what is 
your vision for making this trip more mean-
ingful and productive? 

The President. The first thing that’s really 
important for people to understand is that 
relations between our countries oftentimes 
depend on the relations between the leaders. 
In other words, President Musharraf and I 
can set a tone for the relationship because 
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of our capacity to talk to each other. And 
it’s important to be with each other and to 
share concerns and to talk about ideas. And 
so one object of the trip is to continue what 
is a good relationship. A good relationship 
between me and the President tends to per-
meate throughout our Government. 

Secondly, I—and one reason we’ve got a 
good relationship is, we speak frankly with 
each other. Listen, I understand he has got 
a difficult job—made really difficult by the 
fact that people have tried to kill him, as you 
know. Extremists have decided that he is a 
obstacle to their vision and therefore, have 
tried to kill him. And so he’s not only a man 
who’s shown great courage in the face of ad-
versity, but he does have a vision of how to 
work together to achieve common objectives. 

Secondly, I want the people of Pakistan 
to know that the American people care about 
them, that ours is a relationship that’s much 
bigger than just the war on terror; that when 
our Chinooks flew supplies into the rural part 
of Pakistan, it wasn’t out of a sense of just, 
kind of, pure diplomacy, it was out of a sense 
of care and concern about the individuals. 
And I understand sometimes people may 
have—wonder about our motives, wonder 
about America’s true concerns. And this will 
give me a chance to speak to the people of 
Pakistan and say, ‘‘Look, we care for you,’’ 
and remind people that in our country, 
there’s great Pakistani Americans. We’re a 
rich society because we’ve got people from 
around the world, including people who were 
born and raised in Pakistan, and have now 
chosen America as a home. And so it’s a trip 
that’s of goodwill and importance. 

Q. Mr. President, there is a common per-
ception that the relations between the 
United States and Pakistan have fluctuated 
in the past. So what measures would you sug-
gest to make it more durable and sustainable 
for the days to come and the long-time per-
spective? 

The President. Yes, that’s a really good 
question, because, again, we want people to 
understand this relationship is a vital rela-
tionship that will exist throughout the years. 
One way we can do that is increase trade 
opportunities before our countries—between 
our countries. And we’ll be talking about a 
bilateral investment treaty. 

Secondly, student exchanges. And I under-
stand there’s been some issues with visas, and 
we’ve got to work through those, because I 
believe the more Pakistani youngsters who 
come to America to study will get to really 
see what America is all about. And as more 
Americans that go there to study—will see 
what Pakistan is all about. 

And so there’s ways for us, beyond the war 
on terror—and by the way, the war on terror 
is a critical aspect of our relationship; don’t 
get me wrong. But the other thing that’s in-
teresting and I think important for the people 
of Pakistan to know is that President 
Musharraf, in his democracy initiative, can 
show the whole Muslim world, and the world 
itself, that it’s possible to have a religious— 
that is not extreme and a state that listens 
to people and responds to the needs of peo-
ple. And that’s a really important message 
that Pakistan can show the world. And I will, 
of course, continue to talk to my buddy and 
my friend about his goals for a democratic 
Pakistan. 

Kashmir 
Q. Mr. President, an early solution to the 

whole issue of Kashmir, about which you 
have also mentioned in your speech at the 
Asia Society—that is vital for the region. So, 
in your view, being a close friend of both 
Pakistan and India, what role the United 
States can play in resolving this issue? 

The President. Well, I started to play a 
role in my speech, and I spoke out on the 
issue and encouraged the President and the 
Prime Minister of India to continue down 
the road of solving the issue with a solution 
that’s acceptable to all sides. 

And that’s very important. There’s a temp-
tation sometimes for countries to try to jump 
in the middle of dialog. I believe a lasting 
solution can be achieved. I’ve seen the 
progress that’s been made in the relationship 
from when I first became President. You 
might remember an early time in my Presi-
dency; there was real tension. And now, all 
of a sudden, there’s some very encouraging 
signs—transportation exchanges—not trans-
portation exchanges—new transportation op-
portunities, trade. In just my discussions with 
both the President and the Prime Minister, 
there appears to be a different attitude. And 
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part of it has to do with trust, but there’s 
got to be tangible progress; I recognize that. 
And so I will use my trip to urge the leader-
ship to continue solving this issue, with the 
idea that it can be solved. 

Pakistani Economy 
Q. Mr. President, what economic incen-

tive would you offer to Pakistan during the 
forthcoming visit? 

The President. Well, trade is very impor-
tant. And one of the steps on a robust trading 
relationship is what’s called the Bilateral In-
vestment Treaty, and that’s an important part 
of the process. And believe me, every time 
the President talks to me, he’s talking about 
markets, and I understand that. But he also 
understands that there’s some steps needed 
before this robust trade. 

I must applaud the President’s vision for 
the Pakistan economy. And in our world, pol-
itics, there’s a lot of talk and a lot of, kind 
of, big noise. But the truth of the matter is, 
what matters is results. And Pakistan’s econ-
omy is strong, and that’s good news. That’s 
really good news for the people of Pakistan. 
First and foremost, because, obviously, if 
people can make a living and do well, they 
can see the benefits of democracy—tangible 
benefits of living in a system where people 
are free to express themselves, but where the 
marketplace is the economic determinant. 

War on Terror 
Q. Coming to another subject, what strat-

egy the United States has adopted for con-
quering terrorism in Pakistan, in a very holis-
tic manner? 

The President. First of all, freedom de-
feats an ideology of hatred. And the enemy— 
I say ‘‘the enemy’’ because they’ll kill— 
they—innocent Pakistanis; they kill innocent 
Americans. We need—more Muslims have 
died at the hands of Al Qaida and these ex-
tremists than anybody else. These—I don’t 
view these people as religious people. I view 
them as people who have taken a great reli-
gion and kind of twisted it to meet their 
means. 

And so they have a vision. And it’s not a 
vision—it’s a vision that doesn’t recognize the 
freedom of people to worship. It’s a vision 
that doesn’t understand the—that recognize 

the importance of women in society or free 
speech. And so the way to defeat that vision 
is with a better vision, more hopeful, and de-
mocracy provides that vision. 

We are in close coordination, of course, 
with the Government of Pakistan. We share 
a mutual interest. Nobody should want for-
eign fighters in their soil wreaking havoc. 
And it’s hard for a part of a country to de-
velop if there are people in that part of the 
country that are willing to kill innocent life 
to achieve an objective. And so we share 
short-term objectives with the Pakistani Gov-
ernment. We also share the long-term objec-
tive, and that is—that’s freedom. 

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 
The President. I’m looking forward to the 

trip. And I really appreciate you coming. 
Q. Thank you very much. I’m grateful and 

honored. 
The President. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at approximately 
11:20 a.m. in the Map Room at the White House 
for later broadcast and was embargoed by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary until 9:00 p.m. In his 
remarks, the President referred to President 
Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan; and Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh of India. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this inter-
view. This item was not received in time for publi-
cation in the appropriate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
February 25, 2006 

Good morning. On Sunday and Monday, 
I will meet with America’s Governors during 
their annual gathering in Washington, DC. 
As a former Governor, I appreciate the work 
of these fine public servants. I look forward 
to talking with them about the challenges and 
opportunities facing their States and our Na-
tion and discussing how leaders of both par-
ties can work together to solve problems for 
our citizens. 

One of the most important issues we will 
discuss is how to improve health care for the 
American people, and we have a good exam-
ple in the Medicare system that provides 
health care coverage for our seniors. When 
I took office, I found a Medicare system that 
would pay tens of thousands of dollars for 
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