AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

486

and the Netherlands are continuing that tra-
dition of close cooperation in the 21st cen-
tury, working together to bring hope and lib-
erty to places where it has long been denied.

Dutch Americans have enriched the
American experience and have helped write
our history, strengthen our character, and
shape our society. Today, we pay tribute to
our allies in the Netherlands and recognize
the proud citizens of Dutch ancestry who call
America home.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 19, 2007,
as Dutch-American Friendship Day. I en-
courage all Americans to celebrate our coun-
try’s Dutch heritage and the many ways
Dutch Americans have strengthened our Na-
tion.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:29 a.m., April 23, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on April 24.

Remarks on Signing the National
Breast and Cervical Cancer Early
Detection Program Reauthorization
Act

April 20, 2007

The President. Good morning. Thanks.
Be seated. Welcome to the Roosevelt Room.
This morning I have the honor of signing a
bill that will help continue our Nation’s fight
against breast and cervical cancer. This bill
reauthorizes the National Breast and Cer-
vical Cancer Early Detection Program. I
want to thank the Congress for passing this
bill. I appreciate you all coming down to wit-
ness the signing of this important piece of
legislation.

Our family, like many families, has been
touched by this issue. Laura’s mom, my
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mother-in-law, Jenna Welch, was diagnosed
with breast cancer at the age of 78. She is
a fortunate person—she had surgery, and 9
years later, she is a cancer survivor, and we
are thankful for that.

As a result of her mom’s battle with cancer,
Laura has devoted a lot of time and energy
to raising awareness about breast cancer
through efforts like the pink ribbon cam-
paign. She managed to get me to wear pink.
[Laughter] 1 appreciate Laura’s good work.
And T thank your good work as well, and
thank you for joining us.

I want to thank Mike Leavitt, the Secretary
of Health and Human Services. I appreciate
Senator Barbara Mikulski from Maryland,
who is a pioneer in a bill such as this. And,
Senator, you're a—when you get on an issue,
you can—I{laughter]—you get things done,
and we appreciate your leadership.

Senator Barbara Mikulski. Thank you,
Mr. President.

The President. 1 thank Congresswoman
Tammy Baldwin, who is a bill sponsor, as
well as Congresswoman Sue Myrick. Sue is
a cancer survivor. And we appreciate both
of your leadership on this issue. I thank
members from my administration for joining
us; good to see you all.

Breast cancer is the second leading cause
of cancer-related deaths for American
women. This year, an estimated 180,000
Americans will be diagnosed with breast can-
cer; 11,000 will be diagnosed with cervical
cancer. Together these two cancers are ex-
pected to claim the lives of more than 44,000
Americans in 2007.

Early detection allows early intervention
and is the best way to increase the chance
for survival. Mammograms and pap tests and
other screening services can help doctors di-
agnose cancer before it has a chance to
spread. When breast cancer or cervical can-
cer is caught early, the survival rate is more
than 90 percent. Early detection makes treat-
ment more effective; it gives hopes to pa-
tients; and it saves lives.

The National Breast and Cervical Cancer
Early Detection Program has helped millions
of low-income and uninsured women get
screened for cancer. This is an effective pro-
gram. Since its creation, the program has
conducted nearly 7 million cancer
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screenings; it’s diagnosed thousands of cases
of breast and cervical cancer; and it’s helped
educate women about the importance of
early detection. We expect that in 2007, this
program will provide more than 700,000
screenings for low-income and uninsured
women. The program is an important part
of this Nation’s fight against cancer, and the
bill I'm about to sign will continue to life-
saving work.

I appreciate working with the United
States Congress to fund breast and cervical
cancer research and prevention. The span of
my administration, we have spent, along with
Congress, $6.7 billion. My budget for 2008
includes another billion dollars for research
and prevention activities. We'll continue to
work to ensure that every American woman
has access to the screenings she needs to de-
tect the cancers in time to treat them.

Again, I want to thank the Members of
Congress for their hard work and their dedi-
cation in passing this important piece of leg-
islation. I appreciate you all joining us to wit-
ness the bill signing ceremony. And it’s now
my honor to sign the National Breast and
Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program
Reauthorization Act. [Laughter]

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]

The First Lady. Thank you all.
The President. Thank you all for coming.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:32 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. H.R. 1132,
approved April 20, was assigned Public Law No.
110-18. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress.

Remarks to the World Affairs
Council of Western Michigan and a
Question-and-Answer Session in East
Grand Rapids, Michigan

April 20, 2007

The President. Thank you all very much.
I'm glad to be back in Grand Rapids. I appre-
ciate the opportunity to address the World
Affairs Council of Western Michigan. I was
leaving the White House today, Laura said,
“Where are you headed?” I said, “To the
west coast.” [Laughter] She said, “Make sure
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you take your suntan lotion.” [Laughter] I
said, “The west coast of Michigan"—[laugh-
ter]—and I'm glad to be with you.

You can’t help but think about Gerald
Ford when you come to Grand Rapids,
Michigan. You know, our country was
blessed to have such a decent, honorable,
kind, courageous leader in Gerald R. Ford,
and we miss him a lot.

I appreciate Dixie Anderson, who is the
executive director of the World Affairs Coun-
cil of Western Michigan. I thank Barbara
Propes, who is the president of the World
Affairs Council of America. I want to thank
Ping Liang, president, board of directors of
the World Affairs Council of Western Michi-
gan, and a fellow Yale Bulldog.

I appreciate my friend, Ambassador Pete
Secchia for joining us today. He was the Am-
bassador to Italy under 41. I appreciate Sara
Shubel, who is the superintendent of the
East Grand Rapids Public Schools. Thank
you very much for allowing me to come to
this beautiful auditorium here in East Grand
Rapids High School. I appreciate Jenny Fee,
the associate principal, as well as Larry Fish-
er.

My purpose of coming is to instruct, is to
talk about the issues that our world is facing,
particularly the issue of Iraq. And I appre-
ciate the chance to come to this high school
to do so.

I thank Congressman Vern Ehlers, Con-
gressman from this district. I appreciate you
being here, Vern, and thank you for joining
me and Congressman Pete Hoekstra on Air
Force One. It’s probably quite convenient for
you to fly from Washington on Air Force
One. [Laughter] Glad to provide the trans-
portation. [Laughter] Both these men are
really honorable folks who serve western
Michigan well in Congress, and I want to
thank you for your service.

I thank the Michigan Attorney General,
Michael Cox, for joining us. Mike, thanks for
coming today. Michigan Secretary of State
Terri Lynn Land. She heard this was a for-
eign policy speech. [Laughter] 1 appreciate
Mayor Cindy Bartman, city of East Grand
Rapids; Mayor George Heartwell, city of
Grand Rapids. Thank you all for serving. I
appreciate your willingness to become public
servants.
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