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engaging in large-scale repression of the
democratic opposition in Burma, that led to
the declaration of a national emergency on
May 20, 1997, and its expansion on October
18, 2007, and April 30, 2008, has not been
resolved. These actions and policies are hos-
tile to U.S. interests and pose a continuing
unusual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of the
United States. For this reason, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue the na-
tional emergency with respect to Burma and
maintain in force the sanctions against
Burma to respond to this threat. This action
does not inhibit any efforts on the part of
the United States to provide humanitarian as-
sistance to the people of Burma in the after-
math of Cyclone Nargis.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 16, 2008.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 17.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
President Hamid Karzai of
Afghanistan and an Exchange With
Reporters in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt

May 17, 2008

President Bush. Mr. President, good to
see you. Thanks. President Karzai and I have
had a lot of meetings together, and this was
a very upbeat meeting. And I want to thank
you for coming. I appreciate your courage.
Appreciate you taking on a very tough assign-
ment, which is helping your young democ-
racy survive amidst the threats from the radi-
cals and extremists.

I really appreciate the briefing you gave
me on how youre going to approach the
Paris donor’s meeting. This is a great oppor-
tunity for the world to help Afghanistan grow
and prosper. His strategy is a smart strategy.
And part of his strategy is to—is for the world
to help Afghanistan’s agricultural community
grow and prosper, so that they can not only
become self-sufficient in food but become
net exporters of crops that people need in
order to be able to eat and survive.
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And so I thought it was a smart approach.
I hope the world rallies to your behalf. We'll
certainly help. T appreciate you being here.

President Karzai. Thank you very much.

President Bush. Yes, sir.

President Karzai. Thank you very much.
Well, Mr. President, thank you very much
for this very good meeting once again. We
have always had very good meetings with you
in the past. This one was one more of such
meetings. And thank you very much once
again, Mr. President, for the help that you
have given us in the past 6 years—6'2 years
in Afghanistan.

I told you about a story earlier, that we,
for the first time after 30 years, were able
to give diplomas to the graduates of Afghani-
stan’s universities, the medical colleges, eco-
nomics, law, and all that. That would have
not been possible without your help and the
help of the rest of the world.

And thank you very much for the support
on Paris. We'll be going to Paris to ask for
more help for Afghanistan’s agriculture, so
that Afghanistan can become self-sufficient
in agriculture and also be an exporter to the
rest of the world. And we’ll be asking for
help on energy resources in Afghanistan and
the—Dbetter irrigation and hydro projects.

Afghanistan once again thanks the people
of the United States. Mr. President, thank
you very much, and please convey that grati-
tude to the American people. And please do
visit us very, very soon. The Afghan people
want to be there to greet you and to express
the gratitude for your leadership and help.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank
you. I'll take two questions. Terry [Terence
Hunt, Associated Press].

Middle East Peace Process

Q. Mr. President, Egypt's state-owned
media says that you have tilted too far toward
Israel. One of them, the newspaper, says that
you aim to do nothing but appeasing Israel.
Did you encounter that attitude today, and
what do you say to this?

President Bush. Actually, in my meeting
with the President of Egypt, he wanted to
make sure that my approach toward the Mid-
dle Eastern peace is firm, and that we work
hard to get the Palestinian state defined. And
in my speech tomorrow, I'll make it clear that
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I believe we can get a state defined by the
end of my Presidency, and we’ll work hard
to achieve that objective. I had conversations
with Prime Minister Olmert and others in
his Government to that effect. I will have
conversations with President Abbas and peo-
ple in his Government tonight.

Every one of these meetings helps advance
the process. Every one of these meetings
helps us inch toward the goal of getting a
state defined with borders and the refugee
issue as well as security concerns defined by
the end of my Presidency. And I believe we
can do that, and I know it’s going to be im-
portant for the peace in the Middle East.

John [John McKinnon, Wall Street Jour-
nal], yes.

Saudi Arabia/Oil Production

Q. Mr. President, can you talk a little bit
more about your meetings with officials in
Saudi Arabia? And are you satisfied with the
response that they gave you on o0il?

President Bush. Look, my—with—His
Majesty is—he kindly called in the Energy
Minister, who, I think, was in Korea. And
the man flew back to talk with us. I said very
plainly, T said, you've got to be concerned
about the effects of high oil prices on some
of the biggest customers in the world. And
not only that, of course, high energy prices
is going to cause countries like mine to accel-
erate our move toward alternative energy.

And as the Minister said yesterday, that
Saudi Arabia, this year, has increased the
number of barrels of oil per day by 300,000
a day, and they’re increasing refining capac-
ity, which is not enough. It’s something, but
it doesn’t solve our problem. Our problem
in America gets solved when we aggressively
go for domestic exploration. Our problem in
America gets solved if we expand our refining
capacity, promote nuclear energy, and con-
tinue our strategy for the advancement of al-
ternative energies as well as conservation.

And one of the interesting things about
American politics these days is, those who
are screaming the loudest for increased pro-
duction from Saudi Arabia are the very same
people who are fighting the fiercest against
domestic exploration, against the develop-
ment of nuclear power, and against expand-
ing refining capacity. And so I was pleased
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that they had increased production by
300,000. But I'm also realistic to say to the
American people, we've got to do more at
home, and we need a Congress who will be
responsive to those requests.

Thank you all very much for your interest.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:14 p.m. at the
Hyatt Regency Sharm El Sheikh. In his remarks,
he referred to President Mohamed Hosni Muba-
rak of Egypt; Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of
Israel; President Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen)
of the Palestinian Authority; and King Abdallah
bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud and Minister of Petro-
leum and Mineral Resources Ali Ibrahim al-Naimi
of Saudi Arabia.

The President’s Radio Address
May 17, 2008

Good morning. I'm speaking to you from
the Middle East, where Laura and I are on
a trip to Israel, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt.

When Air Force One touched down at Ben
Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv, I was greeted
by Israel’s President and Prime Minister. I
joined them in celebrating an historic mile-
stone, Israel’s 60th anniversary as an inde-
pendent nation. And I assured them that
Israel could count on America as a strong
and steady ally long into the future.

During our visit, I had conversation with
Israel’s leaders about their efforts to forge
peace with the Palestinians and our shared
belief that a peace agreement is possible this
year. I also had the opportunity to address
members of the Knesset, Israel’s elected leg-
islature. I reminded these democratic leaders
that America was the first nation in the world
to recognize Israel’s independence. I told
them that 60 years later, America is proud
to be Israel’s best friend in the world. I re-
affirmed the principles that make our alli-
ance strong: a love of liberty, a devotion to
justice, and a respect for human dignity. And
I said that standing firm on these ideals is
the surest way to defeat the extremists and
build a future of peace for people throughout
the Middle East.

For Laura and me, this visit to Israel was
an especially moving experience. We toured
the Bible Lands Museum, saw the Dead Sea
Scrolls, and visited Masada, an inspiring
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