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Calling for Internet freedom in Vietnam.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JANUARY 7, 2011
Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California (for herself, Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of Cali-
fornia, and Mr. ROYCE) submitted the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Calling for Internet freedom in Vietnam.

Whereas the Internet is a tool to exercise freedom of expres-
sion and association, both of which are basic human

rights;

Whereas the Internet is a medium to share information free-
ly, promote social and economic development, and con-

nect Vietnamese citizens domestically and internationally;

Whereas the Government of Vietnam created the Administra-
tion Agency for Radio, Television and Electronies Infor-
mation in October 2008 and issued Circular 07 in De-
cember 2008 to restrict Internet freedom, censor private
blogs, and compel information technology companies to
cooperate with government efforts to monitor personal in-

formation of Internet users;
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Whereas the Government of Vietnam has imprisoned bloggers
and numerous democracy activists who have distributed

their peaceful views over the Internet;

Whereas the Government of Vietnam continues to firewall ex-
ternal Web sites promoting democracy and human rights;
and

Whereas these actions violate individuals’ right to freedom of

speech and expression: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives—
2 (1) supports the right of Vietnamese citizens to
3 access Web sites of their choosing and to have the
4 freedom to share and publish information over the
5 Internet;

6 (2) calls on the Government of Vietnam to re-
7 peal Circular 07, Article 88, and similar statutes
8 that restrict the Internet, so as to be in line with the
9 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
10 to which the Socialist Republic of Vietnam is a sig-
11 natory; and

12 (3) calls on the Government of Vietnam to be-
13 come a responsible member state of the international
14 community by respecting individuals’ freedom of
15 speech, freedom of press, and freedom of political
16 association.
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