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To establish the Office of Agriculture Inspection within the Department
of Homeland Security, which shall be headed by the Assistant Commis-
sioner for Agriculture Inspection, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

OCTOBER 6, 2011
Mr. AKAKA (for himself, Mrs. FERINSTEIN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and Mr. CAR-
PER) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to
the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs
NOVEMBER 26, 2012
Reported by Mr. LIEBERMAN, with an amendment and an amendment to the
title

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To establish the Office of Agriculture Inspection within the
Department of Homeland Security, which shall be headed
by the Assistant Commissioner for Agriculture Inspec-

tion, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tiwes of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

jenn Aorienttire Aet of 20015

SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE OFFICE OF AGRICULTURE
INSPECTION.

LS 201 ef seqo) is amended by isertine after seetion

S Customs and Border Proteetion an Office of Aowi-

entture Inspeetion: which shalt be headed by an Assistant
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3
Inspeetion; shall develop a plan to more effeetively reermit
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“(2) complete an inventory of the equipment
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6
paragraphs (B (2 and {3} of seetion 421ate) of
3 the plan desertbed th paragraph (4 of sueh
ottt the novientture inspeetion mission of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Seetvity

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Safequarding American

Agriculture Act of 20127

SEC. 2. ENHANCED AGRICULTURAL INSPECTION FUNC-

TIONS.

Title IV of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6

US.C. 201 et seq.) is amended by inserting after section
421 the following:

“SEC. 421a. AGRICULTURE SPECIALISTS.

“(a) AGRICULTURE SPECIALIST CAREER TRACK.—

*S 1673 RS
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7
“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting
through the Commassioner of U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection—
“(A) shall identify appropriate career paths
Jor customs and border protection agriculture
specialists, including the education, training, ex-
perience, and assignments necessary for career
progression within U.S. Customs and Border
Protection;
“(B) shall publish information on the career
paths identified under subparagraph (A); and
“(C) may establish criteria by which appro-
priately qualified customs and border protection
technicians may be promoted to customs and
border protection agriculture specialists.

“(b) EDUCATION, TRAINING, AND EXPERIENCE.—The
Secretary, acting through the Commassioner of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection, shall provide customs and bor-
der protection agriculture specialists the opportunity to ac-
quire the education, training, and experience necessary to
qualify for promotion within U.S. Customs and Border
Protection.

“(c) AGRICULTURE SPECIALIST RECRUITMENT AND

RETENTION.—Not later than 270 days after the date of the

enactment of the Safequarding American Agriculture Act

*S 1673 RS



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

|\ I NO TR NG T NS R NS R L e T e T e T e e e T
A W N = O VWV 00O N O W BN~ WD = O

8
of 2012, the Secretary, acting through the Commassioner of

U.S. Customs and Border Protection, shall develop a plan
to more effectively recruit and retain qualified customs and
border protection agriculture specialists. The plan shall in-
clude—

“(1) numerical goals for recruitment and reten-
tion; and

“(2) the use of recruitment incentives, as appro-
priate and permissible under existing laws and regu-
lations.

“(d) EQuUIPMENT SUPPORT.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of the enactment of the Safequarding Amer-
rean Agriculture Act of 2012, the Commassioner of U.S.
Customs and Border Protection shall—

“(1) determine the minimum equipment and
other resources that are necessary at U.S. Customs
and Border Protection agriculture inspection stations
and facilities to enable customs and border protection
agriculture specialists to fully and effectively carry
out their mission;

“(2) complete an inventory of the equipment and
other resources available at each U.S. Customs and
Border Protection agriculture inspection station and

facility;

*S 1673 RS
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9

“(3) identify the necessary equipment and other
resources that are not currently available at agri-
culture ispection stations and facilities; and

“(4) develop a plan to address any resource defi-
ciencies identified under paragraph (3).

“le) INTERAGENCY ROTATIONS.—The Secretary of
Homeland Security and the Secretary of Agriculture are
authorized to enter into an agreement that—

“(1) establishes an interagency rotation; and

“(2) provides for personnel of the Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service of the Department of
Agriculture to take rotational assignments within
U.S. Customs and Border Protection and vice versa
Jor the purposes of strengthening working relation-
ships between agencies and promoting interagency ex-
perience.”’.

SEC. 3. REPORT.

Not later than 270 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of Homeland Security, acting
through the Commassioner of U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection, shall submit a report to the Commattee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of the Senate and
the Commattee on Homeland Security of the House of Rep-

resentatives that describes—

*S 1673 RS
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(1) the status of the implementation of the action
plans developed by the Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service-U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Joint Task Force on Improved Agriculture Inspection;

(2) the findings of the Commassioner under para-
graphs (1), (2), and (3) of section 421a(d) of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002, as added by section
2; and

(3) the plan described in paragraph (4) of such
section 421a(d).

(4) the implementation of the remaining require-
ments under such section 421a; and

(5) any additional legal authority that the Sec-
retary determines to be mecessary to effectively carry
out the agriculture inspection mission of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

Amend the title so as to read: “A bill to enhance ag-

ricultural import and entry inspection functions, and for

other purposes.”.
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