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To grant the Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, to the First Special

Service Force, in recognition of its superior service during World War I1.
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

APRIL 23, 2013
Bavcus (for himself, Mr. INTIOFE, Mr. BURR, and Mr. TESTER) intro-
duced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs

A BILL

orant the Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, to the
First Special Service Force, in recognition of its superior
service during World War II.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The First Special Service Force (the
“Force”), a military unit composed of volunteers
from the United States and Canada, was activated
in July 1942 at Fort Harrison near Helena, Mon-

tana.



O o0 N N W BB W

|\ I NO TR NG T NS R NS R L e e T e D e e T S
A W N = O VWV o0 NN O B BN~ WD = O

2

(2) The Force was initially intended to target
military and industrial installations that were sup-
porting the German war effort, including important
hydroelectric plants, which would severely limit the
production of strategic materials used by the Axis
powers.

(3) From July 1942 through June 1943, volun-
teers of the Force trained in hazardous, arctic condi-
tions in the mountains of western Montana, and in
the waterways of Camp Bradford, Virginia.

(4) The combat echelon of the Force totaled
1,800 soldiers, half from the United States and half
from Canada.

(5) The Forece also contained a service bat-
talion, composed of 800 members from the United
States, that provided important support for the com-
bat troops.

(6) A special bond developed between the Cana-
dian and United States soldiers, who were not seg-
regated by country, although the commander of the
Force was a United States colonel.

(7) The Force was the only unit formed during
World War II that consisted of troops from Canada

and the United States.
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(8) In October 1943, the Force went to Italy,

where it fought in battles south of Cassino, including
Monte La Difensa and Monte Majo, two mountain
peaks that were a critical anchor of the German de-
fense line.

(9) During the night of December 3, 1943, the
Force ascended to the top of the precipitous face of
Monte Lia Difensa, where the Force suffered heavy
casualties and overcame fierce resistance to overtake
the German line.

(10) After the battle for Lia Difensa, the Force
continued to fight tough battles at high altitudes, in
rugged terrain, and in severe weather.

(11) After battles on the strongly defended
Italian peaks of Sammucro, Vischiataro, and
Remetanea, the size of the Force had been reduced
from 1,800 soldiers to fewer than 500.

(12) For 4 months in 1944, the Force engaged
in raids and aggressive patrols at the Anzio Beach-
head.

(13) On June 4, 1944, members of the Force
were among the first Allied troops to liberate Rome.

(14) After liberating Rome, the Force moved to
southern Italy and prepared to assist in the libera-

tion of France.
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(15) During the early morning of August 15,
1944, members of the Force made silent landings on
Les Iles D’Hyeres, small islands in the Mediterra-
nean Sea along the southern coast of France.

(16) The Force faced a sustained and withering
assault from the German garrisons as the Force pro-
oressed from the islands to the Franco-Italian bor-
der.

(17) After the Allied forces secured the Franco-
Italian border, the United States Army ordered the
disbandment of the Force on December 5, 1944, in
Nice, France.

(18) During 251 days of combat, the Force suf-
fered 2,314 casualties, or 134 percent of its author-
ized strength, captured thousands of prisoners, won
5 United States campaign stars and 8 Canadian
battle honors, and never failed a mission.

(19) The United States i1s forever indebted to
the acts of bravery and selflessness of the troops of
the Force, who risked their lives for the cause of
freedom.

(20) The efforts of the Force along the seas
and skies of Europe were critical in repelling the ad-
vance of Nazi Germany and liberating numerous

communities in France and Italy.
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(21) The bond between the members of the

Foree from the United States and those from Can-

ada has endured over the decades, as the members

meet every year for a reunion, alternating between
the United States and Canada.
(22) The traditions and honors exhibited by the

Force are carried on by 2 outstanding active units

of 2 ereat democracies, the Special Forces of the

United States and the Canadian Special Operations

Regiment.

SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) AWARD AUTHORIZED.—The Speaker of the
House of Representatives and the President pro tempore
of the Senate shall make appropriate arrangements for the
award, on behalf of the Congress, of a gold medal of ap-
propriate design to the First Special Service Foree, collec-

tively, in recognition of their dedicated service during

World War I1.
(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the purposes of the
award referred to in subsection (a), the Secretary of the

Treasury (in this Act referred to as the “Secretary’’) shall
strike the gold medal with suitable emblems, devices, and
inseriptions, to be determined by the Secretary.

(¢) AWARD OF MEDAL.—Following the award of the

eold medal in honor of the First Special Service Force
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under subsection (a), the medal shall be given to the First
Special Service Force Association in Helena, Montana,
where it shall be available for display or temporary loan
to be displayed elsewhere, particularly at other appropriate
locations associated with the First Special Service Foree,
including Fort William Henry Harrison in Helena, Mon-
tana.

SEC. 3. DUPLICATE MEDALS.

The Secretary may strike and sell duplicates in
bronze of the gold medal struck under section 2, at a price
sufficient to cover the costs of the medal, including labor,
materials, dies, use of machinery, and overhead expenses,
and amounts received from the sale of such duplicates
shall be deposited in the United States Mint Public Enter-
prise Fund.

SEC. 4. NATIONAL MEDALS.

Medals struck pursuant to this Act are national med-
als for purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United States
Code.

oS 789 IS




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-07T07:07:42-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




