
III 

114TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION S. RES. 485 

Urging the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo to comply 

with constitutional limits on presidential terms and fulfill its constitu-

tional mandate for a democratic transition of power in 2016. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

JUNE 9, 2016 

Mr. FLAKE (for himself, Mr. COONS, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. RUBIO, 

Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Mr. MARKEY) submitted the following 

resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

JULY 14, 2016 

Reported by Mr. CORKER, with an amendment and an amendment to the 

preamble and an amendment to the title 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2016 

Considered, amended, and agreed to with an amended preamble and an 

amendment to the title 

RESOLUTION 
Urging the Government of the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo to comply with constitutional limits on presidential 

terms and fulfill its constitutional mandate for a demo-

cratic transition of power in 2016. 

Whereas the United States and the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo (‘‘DRC’’) have a partnership grounded in eco-

nomic development, investment, and mutual interests in 

security and stability, and marked by efforts to address 

the protracted humanitarian crisis facing the DRC; 
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Whereas in 2006, the Government of the DRC adopted a new 

constitution with a provision limiting the President to 

two consecutive terms; 

Whereas the constitution requires that elections be held in 

time for the inauguration of a new president on Decem-

ber 19, 2016, when the current presidential term expires; 

Whereas events in the DRC over the last year and a half 

have called into serious question the commitment of the 

Government of the DRC to hold such elections on the re-

quired timeline, and President Joseph Kabila has not 

publicly committed to stepping down at the end of his 

term; 

Whereas security and intelligence officials of the DRC have 

arrested, harassed, and detained peaceful activists (such 

as Fred Bauma and Yves Makwambala), members of civil 

society, political leaders, and others, and international 

and domestic human rights groups have reported on the 

worsening of the human rights situation in the DRC; 

Whereas there are 12 presidential elections slated to take 

place on the continent of Africa by the end of 2017, and 

what transpires in the DRC will send an important mes-

sage to leaders in the region; 

Whereas President Barack Obama spoke with President 

Kabila on March 31, 2015, and ‘‘emphasized the impor-

tance of timely, credible, and peaceful elections that re-

spect the Constitution of the DRC and protect the rights 

of all DRC citizens’’; 

Whereas, on March 30, 2016, the United Nations Security 

Council unanimously adopted Resolution 2277, which ex-

presses deep concern with ‘‘the delays in the preparation 

of the presidential elections’’ in the DRC and ‘‘increased 
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restrictions of the political space in the DRC’’ and calls 

for ensuring ‘‘the successful and timely holding of elec-

tions, in particular presidential and legislative elections 

on November 2016, in accordance with the Constitution’’; 

Whereas many observers have expressed concern that failure 

to move ahead with elections in the DRC could lead to 

violence and instability inside the DRC, which could re-

verberate throughout the region; 

Whereas, on June 23, 2016, the Department of the Treasury 

imposed sanctions against General Céléstin Kanyama, the 

Congolese National Police (PNC) Provincial police com-

missioner for Kinshasa, the capital city of the DRC; and 

Whereas the Department of the Treasury noted that these 

sanctions send a ‘‘clear message that the United States 

condemns the regime’s violence and repressive actions, 

especially those of Céléstin Kanyama, which threaten the 

future of democracy for the people of the DRC’’: Now, 

therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 1

(1) expresses concern with respect to the failure 2

of the DRC to take actions required to hold elections 3

in November 2016 as required by the Constitution 4

of the DRC; 5

(2) recognizes that impunity and lack of effec-6

tive rule of law undermine democracy, and that the 7

arrest and detention of civil society activists and the 8

harassment of political opponents close political 9

space and repress peaceful dissent; 10
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(3) reaffirms its support for democracy and 1

good governance in sub-Saharan Africa; 2

(4) calls on the Government of the DRC and all 3

other parties to respect the Constitution of the DRC 4

and to ensure a free, open, peaceful, and democratic 5

transition of power as constitutionally required; 6

(5) urges the Government of the DRC to dem-7

onstrate leadership and commitment to elections by 8

accelerating concrete steps towards holding elections, 9

including voter registration and protecting partisan 10

political speech and activities; 11

(6) encourages the Government of the DRC and 12

all other relevant parties to engage now in a focused, 13

urgent discussion to advance the electoral process 14

and reach consensus rapidly on the way forward by 15

establishing a detailed electoral calendar for all elec-16

tions and enabling the candidate selection and cam-17

paign process; and 18

(7) urges the President of the United States, in 19

close coordination with regional and international 20

partners, to— 21

(A) continuously verify that such necessary 22

technical dialogue occurs and proceeds in a time 23

and manner required to ensure the conduct of 24

timely elections; 25
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(B) use appropriate means to ensure these 1

objectives, which may include imposition of ad-2

ditional targeted sanctions on individuals or en-3

tities responsible for violence and human rights 4

violations and undermining democratic proc-5

esses in the DRC at any point in the process; 6

and 7

(C) continue United States policy with re-8

spect to providing support for the organizing of 9

free, fair, and peaceful national elections. 10

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 22:56 Sep 13, 2016 Jkt 059200 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\SR485.ATS SR485sr
ad

ov
ic

h 
on

 D
S

K
3G

M
Q

08
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-05T05:27:19-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




