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To amend the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act to improve

and extend the appropriate technology transfer for rural areas program.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

NOVEMBER 17, 2021

Ms. KUsTER (for herself and Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois) introduced the
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following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture

A BILL

amend the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development
Act to improve and extend the appropriate technology
transfer for rural areas program.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Veteran and Beginning
Farmers Assistance Act of 20217,

SEC. 2. APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER FOR
RURAL AREAS PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Section 310B(1)(2) of the
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C.
1932(1)(2)) 1s amended—
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(1) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A),

“, including a beginning farmer or

by inserting
rancher, a socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher,
and a veteran farmer or rancher (as such terms are
defined in section 2501(a) of the Food, Agriculture,
Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C.
2279(a))),” after “‘producers’;

(2) in subparagraph (C), by striking “and” at
the end;

(3) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as sub-
paragraph (E);

(4) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the fol-
lowing:

“(D) increase on-farm resilience to extreme
weather by enhancing soil health and adopting
other conservation practices;”’;

(5) in subparagraph (E), as so redesignated, by

(44

striking the period at the end and inserting ““; and’’;
and
(6) by adding at the end the following:
“(F) improve farm viability and strengthen

local, regional, and national supply chains.”.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Section 310B(1)(3) of the

24 Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C.

25 1932(1)(3)) is amended by adding at the end the following:
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“(C) ELIGIBILITY FOR AND USE OF OTHER

A national nonprofit agricultural as-

sistance institution that receives a grant or en-

ters into a cooperative agreement under this

subsection—

“(1) may not, as a result of such grant
or cooperative agreement, be treated as in-
eligible for a grant under any other Fed-
eral program; and

“(11) may utilize, in accordance with
applicable law, other public and private
funds made available to the organization to
expand the resources and outreach of the
program established under this sub-

section.”’.

(¢) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Section

310B(1)(4) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-

ment Act (7 U.S.C. 1932(1)(4)) 1s amended to read as fol-

lows:

“(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out

this subsection—

“(A) $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years

2008 through 2023; and
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“(B) $8,500,000 for each of fiscal years
2024 through 2028.".
O
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