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To reauthorize the Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000 and to establish
the United States Coral Reef Task Force, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JANUARY 26, 2021
Mr. RuBIio (for himself, Mr. ScHATZ, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. SCOTT of Florida, Mr.
CooNs, and Mr. PETERS) introduced the following bill; which was read
twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation

DECEMBER 17, 2021
Reported by Ms. CANTWELL, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To reauthorize the Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000
and to establish the United States Coral Reef Task

Force, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITEE; TABLE OF CONTENTS:
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{6} to establish & formal mechanism for eol-
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TORATION ACTIVITIES:.
this set;
systems i waters managed under the jurisdietion of &
Hot with o Shrte th veters tttaeoed thder the fetsdheton
“U1Y developine induding thronsh the colleet
of recuistte date; heh-qaality and digttized maps re-
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=t The Nattorh Oceande and Atmospherie

of approprintions and at the diseretion of the See-
paragraph (1 to any one State i any fiseal year——
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EGY-
“1 develop & national coral reef restlienee
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shall—

uhder stbseetion o shall nelade a disenssion of the fol-

“EJ) Short- and mid-term eorsd reef econsersa-

needs:
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plan:
provide technteal assistanee apon reqgtest by a eovered reef
manaeger developihe a eoral reef action plan under sub-
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developtne a eoral reef action plan; & eovered State or non-
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6 years:
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17

tHon 205-

the eoral reef or eeologteally stentfieant component of a

Hess

subjeet of Hs stewardship aetivities; a eoral reef or eeo-

loeteally stentfieant component of a coral reef that s fally

Federal apeney speetfted 1 seetion 2054¢) shadk at & min-
2 A State; eounty; or Tribal ereanization's
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edueation:
groups:
A A State; eounty; or Tribal oreaniza-
HoR™s resotiree management ageney; & rep-
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1 “B) Sueh other members as the partner
2 ship eonstders appropriate; steh as thterested
3 stakeholder eroups:

4 2} ADPIIONAL MEMBERS—

6 eraph B) a coral reef stewardship partnership
7 desertbed 1 paragraph ) may alse melade
8 representatives of one or more Federal agenetes
11 ship aetivities:

12 =~ S APPROYHE—Y Pepresett-
13 ative of a Federal ageney desertbed 1 subpara-
14 eraph () may beeome a member of a coral reef
16 +H H—

17 “ the represettative subis a re-
18 erest to beeome a member to the chair of
19 the partnership referred to 1 paraeraph
20 HA); and

21 “4) the chair eonsents to the request:
22 Shed NERCHRPEHAR Y ok e ShvRsey
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that covered State or a nonlederad coral reef stewardship

to a eovered State wnder Hhis seetton shall be the stm of—
“HH & base award of $100;000; and
H—
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previons fiseal year; i exeess of $3;000,006;
provided to o covered State o nontedersd corad reef stewe-
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nues earned h a separate mterest-bearing aceount; to be
throtteh a pubheprivate partnership with the Founda-
ahy; vhder seettonr 205 coverthe a eoral reef or
ecotoetenlly stentfieant component of a corad
eable:
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fands reeetved as a et shall be deposited and main-
trator shall conduet a continuime review of all depeosits
nelade & written assessment eoneerning the extent to
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to as a ‘coral reef emereeney plan’) consistent with the
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seies) inehudi
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provide teehnteal assistanee apon regrest by a eovered reef
manaeer developthe a coral reef emereeneyr plan under
Pavs—2 eovered reef manaeer may adopt a eoral reef
peerls apphicable jusisdiction:

“fey PoBHic Revirw—The development of a eoral
reef aetion plan by a eovered reef manager under sub-
seetton {a); and the adoption of a plan under subseetion

ttons; and

2 the Fask Foree:
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6 years:
St Rsrsbeeabret ok Fesh—Fhere s estab-
the Fund—
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2 PEPestrs By PENYb—Nobwttstandiie
fands recetved as a etft shall be deposited and main-
deterntine and deelare a coral reef emergeney;
“B) ReeumpENes—In  deelaring &
“2 PrrHoNs—H & covered State or hon-
that a coral reef emereener has ocenrred; and 18 Hn-
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partnership may petition the Seeretary for a deelara-

“6) evatuate the petition to determine
whether a eoral reef emereeney has oe-
enrred: and

“f) deelare a eoral reef emereeney or
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ahy deelaration of a eoral reef emergeney i whele

a result of an emereeney declaration arisihe from -
or aeetdents:
of apprepriattons; upon the declaration of a eoral

209-
2 REQUREMENTS—A proposal for a grant
ander this subseetion to implement a coral reef

ehrde—
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et
the plat;
platt; atd
etbtity of the propesal for a erant under this

cetvthe o proposal for a erant uhder His subseetions
graph (2

followine the sabmission of a petition for an emer-
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mehrdine swhether a eoral reef emergeney plan
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GRANT PROGRAM:
priations; the Admmsteator shall establish & program (o
prtaeraph (24 Hraye stbit to e Sebbsteator o
proposal for a ecoral reef projeet:
“EY a natral resottee tanmeerent at-
thority of & State or loeal government or Tribal

ot > ahtza El Ott
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Hatagement; or
{6} a ecoral reef stewardship partnership
SR w emeth e peserreh eenter dess
tionr or research msttution with demonstrated

=t} ProFHetr Probossds—Ioaeh proposd for w

22 erant under this seetion for a eoral reef projeet shall m-

23
24
25

= Fhe tre of the tdividid o ettt pe-



O o0 N N B W =

| \O JEE \© R O R \O B O R N e e e e e T e e e e
A W D= O O 0NN N N R WD = O

36
5} Evidenee of support for the projeet by ap-
drreted:
eatrts
5 I the ease of a proposal submitted by =
eoral reef stewardship partnership; & deseription of
bthty of the projeet for a erant thder this sub-
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for a corad reef projeet under His seetion; the Ad-
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may not approve a proposal for a eoral reef projeet under

“B) any Federal or nontederal eoral reef
erte a eorad reef or ecologteally sientfieant
ecomponent of a coral reef to be affected by the
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19 target genes; @

20 teatts; or phenotypie plastietty:

21 L

23 mitted to the Administrator; the Administrator shall en-

25 e a fisend vear 18 distributed as folovws:
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partnership: and

plan 11 effeet under seetion 205 by sueh a part-
be wrenrded for projects stthttted by o Federat corad
‘o) Prosrer REportive—LEach entity receiving &
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a report on the administration of this title durime the 2-
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2} a statement of all funds oblieated under
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3 & summary; disageregated by State; of
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States:
Hohs:
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whder paraeraph (1 shal be housed within a sthele
ton 2042
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with o representative servine ot the H5: Coral Reef Fask
wally or H cooperation with one or More aeenetes; earry
ot & program to award prizes competitively under seetion
stand; researeh; or monitor ecoral reef ecosystems; or to
tress as a result of the deehine or degradation of eoral reef
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22 “tht  APYHNERFRAFRON—OF  the  athotts appro-
24 under subseetion {a); net moere than the lesser of
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atret
46 prometion of safe and eeologtenty
means hmestone straetures i the form of a reef or
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to enhanee; rehabtiate; recreate; of ereate a fone-
seographie ratge of sueh ecosystems; to provide eeo-
contains a eoral reef ecosystem within #s sea-
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60
& eoral reef ecosystem within #s seaward
with respeet to a coral reefs tehides eonservation;

22 of the National Oceans and Coastal Seeurity Aet (16
23 Hos: 504 ar is ammended by strikine “and coastad -
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2 eoral reefs™

3 SEC. 102. MODIFICATION TO SECTION 204 OF THE CORAL

4 REEF CONSERVATION ACT OF 2000 6 US:C:
5 6403).

7 2000 46 U56: 6403) is amended—

11 folowine:

13 eraph (1 block erant funds awarded to the teri-

14 tortes of ekttt Sations the Cotrtrotseentth of the
15 Northert Mok Bshidss G Prerto Rieos o
16 the Hited States Viretnr Ishands ander seetion 207

18 ot ated

20 TITLE II—UNITED STATES

21 CORAL REEF TASK FORCE

22 SEC. 201 ESTABLISHMENT.

23 There 13 established a task foree to lead; eoordinate;
24 and strenethen Federad Government aettons to better pre-
25 serves cotserves ahd testore cord reef eeosestenrss to be
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3 SEC. 202. DUTIES.
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etes;
104

Y

{5) to produee a report each year; for submis-
and publieation on o publely avatlable internet
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the ecoral reef equtttes of a covered State on o rotat-

) Phe Secretrs of Deferse

(5) The Seerctary of the Army; acting threush
the Assistant Seeretary of the Ay for Civil Works:

63 The Seeretmer of Homelrnd Seeri aetbbe
throueh the Administrator of the Federal Emer-
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&) The Attorney General:
Foundation:
44> The Governor; or a representative of the

1 A member of the Seuth Adantie Hshery
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tana Islands shall; en a rotatine basts; take
b A member of the Cartbbean Fishery Man-
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BERS:

shal—
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Foree speeified i paragraphs (1 threuegh () of seetton
2034e)-
o workite erotp thder sthseetion qi
reattonal fishine assectations; to partieipate i & workine
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10 Bre—The terms “econservations “corall “eoral
13 ine oiven these terms in seetion 218 of the Coral
14 Reef Conservation Aet of 2000- as amended by see-
15 Hon 04+

16 FFEE HH—DEPARTMENT OF THE
17 INTERIOR CORAL REEF AU-
18 THORITH:S

19 SEC. 301. CORAL REEF CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION
20 ASSISTANCE.
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13 1 to provide erant fundine to suppert loend
15 reef ecosystems tH—

16 Y thstdar areas of covered States: and
17 B Freely Assoctated States;

18 23 to complement the other eonservation and

22 tes that advanee the parpose of this et
23 e ConsEERProNy WHrH tHE DREPARPHERNE oF
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I TITLE IV—SUSAN L. WILLIAMS
2 NATONAL CORAL REEEF MAN-
3 AGEMENT FEELOWSHIP

4 SEC. 401. SHORT TITLE.

7 2024

8 SEC. 402. DEFINITIONS.

9 I this titles

10 & Ferbow—The term “felow™ means a Na-
11 ttotted Coral Reet Mataeement Felovw

12 2y FeowsHp—The  term “Felowship™?
13 means the National Coral Reef Management Felow-
14 ship estabhshed t seetton 405

15 £ Bebiey FRIBE: PREBAE OREGAHATON—

16 The terms “Indian Tribe” and “Tribal oreaniza-

18 4 of the Indian Self-Determination and dueation
20 b SEerBrAaRT—The term “Seeretary” means

21 the Seeretary of Comeree:

22 SEC. 403. ESTABLISHMENT OF FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM.

23 IV GENERAL—There is established o National
24 Coral Reet Munmeement Fellowship Prooram:

*S 46 RS



73

2 are—

6 reefs;

11 State; Indian Tribe; and Freely Associated State;
12 atrel

14 enee th management of coastal and eoral reef re-
15 serrees:

16 SEC. 404. FELLOWSHIP AWARDS.

20 under this seetionr shall be for o term of not more than
21 24 prorthss

24 H i Heht o prbste o eabeer HE Hiadte serv-
25 tees i ottstatdite potentid for steh o enreers
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rretree; o boths
terest for marie management; or both;
5 steh other attributes as the Seeretary con-
{hb); the non-Tederal share of the eosts of a fellowship

retary fids that steh watver 18 heeessary o sapport a
projeet that the Seeretary has identified as & hieh prioeits
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as the “Re-
storing Resilient Reefs Act of 2021

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for
this Act 1s as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

TITLE I—REAUTHORIZATION OF CORAL REEF CONSERVATION ACT
OF 2000

Sec. 101. Reauthorization of Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000.
TITLE II—UNITED STATES CORAL REEF TASK FORCE

Sec. 201. Establishment.
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Sec. 202. Duties.

Sec. 203. Membership.

Sec. 204. Responsibilities of Federal agency members.
Sec. 205. Working groups.

Sec. 206. Definitions.

TITLE III—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR CORAL REEF
AUTHORITIES

Sec. 301. Coral reef conservation and restoration assistance.

TITLE IV—SUSAN L. WILLIAMS NATIONAL CORAL REEF
MANAGEMENT FELLOWSHIP

Sec. 401. Short title.

Sec. 402. Definitions.

Sec. 403. Establishment of fellowship program.
Sec. 404. Fellowship awards.

Sec. 405. Matching requirement.

TITLE I—REAUTHORIZATION OF
CORAL REEF CONSERVATION
ACT OF 2000

SEC. 101. REAUTHORIZATION OF CORAL REEF CONSERVA-
TION ACT OF 2000.
(a) IN GENERAL—The Coral Reef Conservation Act
0f 2000 (16 U.S.C. 6401 et seq.) is amended—
(1) by redesignating sections 209 and 210 as sec-
tions 217 and 218, respectively;
(2) by striking sections 202 through 208 and in-
serting the following:
“SEC. 202. PURPOSES.
“The purposes of this title are—
“(1) to conserve and restore the condition of
United States coral reef ecosystems challenged by nat-
ural and human-accelerated changes, including in-
creasing ocean temperatures, ocean acidification,
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coral bleaching, coral diseases, water quality degrada-
tion, 1nvasive species, and illegal, unreported, and
unrequlated fishing;

“(2) to promote the science-based management
and sustainable use of coral reef ecosystems to benefit
local communaties and the Nation, including through
vmproved integration and cooperation among Federal
and non-Federal stakeholders with coral reef equities;

“(3) to develop sound scientific information on
the condition of coral reef ecosystems, continuing and
emerging threats to such ecosystems, and the efficacy
of imnovative tools, technologies, and strategies to
mitigate stressors and restore such ecosystems, includ-
mg evaluation criteria to determine the effectiveness
of management interventions, and accurate mapping
Jor coral reef restoration;

“(4) to assist in the preservation of coral reefs by
supporting science-based, consensus-driven, and com-
munity-based coral reef management by covered
States and covered Native entities, including moni-
toring, conservation, and restoration projects that em-
power local communaities, small businesses, and non-
governmental organizations;

“(5) to provide financial resources, technical as-

sistance, and scientific expertise to supplement, com-
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plement, and strengthen community-based manage-
ment programs and conservation and restoration
projects of non-Federal reefs;

“(6) to establish a formal mechanism for col-
lecting and allocating monetary donations from the
private sector to be used for coral reef conservation
and restoration projects;

“(7) to support the rapid and effective, science-
based —assessment —and response to exigent cir-
cumstances that pose immediate and long-term
threats to coral reefs, such as coral disease, invasive
or nuisance species, coral bleaching, natural disasters,
and industrial or mechanical disasters, such as vessel
groundings, hazardous spills, or coastal construction
accidents; and

“(8) to serve as a model for advancing similar
mternational efforts to monator, conserve, and restore
coral reef ecosystems.

“SEC. 203. FEDERAL CORAL REEF MANAGEMENT AND RES-
TORATION ACTIVITIES.

“la) IN GENERAL—The Administrator or the Sec-

retary of the Interior may conduct activities described in

subsection (b) to conserve and restore coral reefs and coral

reef ecosystems that are consistent with—

*S 46 RS



O© o0 3 O WD B W N =

[\© TN NG T N T NG I NG R NS B e e T e e T e T e e
[ B NG U N N = = N Re - BN B o) W ) TR ~S O T NO S e

78

“(1) all applicable laws governing resource man-
agement in Federal and State waters, including this
Act;

“(2) the national coral reef resilience strategy in
effect under section 204; and

“(3) coral reef action plans in effect under sec-
tion 205, as applicable.

“(b) AcTiviTIES DESCRIBED.—Activities described in
this subsection are activities to conserve, research, monitor,
assess, and restore coral reefs and coral reef ecosystems in
waters managed under the jurisdiction of a Federal agency
specified in subsection (c¢) or in coordination with a State
wm waters managed under the jurisdiction of such State, in-
cluding—

“(1) developing, including through the collection
of requisite i situ and remotely sensed data, high-
quality and digitized maps reflecting—

“(A) current and historical liwve coral cover
data;

“(B) coral reef habitat quality data;

“(C) priority areas for coral reef conserva-
tion to mawntain biodwersity and ecosystem
structure and function, including the reef ma-
trix, that benefit coastal communities and living

marine resources N
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“(D) priority areas for coral reef restora-
tion to enhance biodiversity and ecosystem struc-
ture and function, including the reef matrix, to
benefit coastal communities and lhiving marine
resources; and
“(E) areas of concern that may require en-
hanced monitoring of coral health and cover;
“(2) enhancing compliance with Federal laws
that prohibit or requlate—
“(A) the taking of coral products or species
associated with coral reefs; or
“(B) the use and management of coral reef
ecosystems;
“(3) long-term ecological monitoring of coral reef
ecosystems;

“(4) implementing species-specific recovery plans

Jor listed coral species consistent with the Endangered

Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.);
“(5) restoring degraded coral reef ecosystems;
“(6) promoting ecologically sound navigation
and anchorages, including through navigational aids
and expansion of reef-safe anchorages and mooring
buoy systems, to enhance recreational access while
preventing or minimizing the likelihood of vessel 1m-

pacts or other physical damage to coral reefs;
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1 “(7) monitoring and responding to severe bleach-
2 g or mortality events, disease outbreaks, invasive
3 species outbreaks, and significant maritime accidents,
4 meluding chemacal spill cleanup and the removal of
5 grounded vessels;

6 “(8) conducting scientific research that contrib-

7 utes to the understanding, sustainable use, and long-

8 term conservation of coral reefs;

9 “(9) enhancing public awareness, understanding,
10 and appreciation of coral reefs and coral reef eco-
11 systems; and
12 “(10) centrally archiving, managing, and dis-
13 tributing data sets and coral reef ecosystem assess-
14 ments and publishing such information on publicly
15 available internet websites, by means such as
16 leveraging and partnering with existing data reposi-
17 tories, of—

18 “(A) the Coral Reef Conservation Program
19 of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
20 manistration; and

21 “(B) the Task Force.

22 “(¢c) FEDERAL AGENCIES SPECIFIED.—A Federal
23 agency specified in this subsection s one of the following:
24 “(1) The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
25 manistration.
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“(2) The National Park Service.

“(3) The Unated States Fish and Wildlife Serv-
1ce.

“(4) The Office of Insular Affairs.

“SEC. 204. NATIONAL CORAL REEF RESILIENCE STRATEGY.
“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall—

“(1) not later than 2 years after the date of the
enactment of the Restoring Resilient Reefs Act of
2021, develop a national coral reef resilience strateqy;
and

“(2) periodically thereafter, but not less fre-
quently than once every 15 years (and not less fre-
quently than once every 5 years, i the case of guid-
ance on best practices under subsection (b)(4)), review
and revise the strategy as appropriate.

“(b) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by subsection
(a) shall include the following:

“(1) A discussion addressing—

“(A) continuing and emerging threats to the
resilience of United States coral reef ecosystems;

“(B) remaining gaps i coral reef ecosystem
research, monitoring, and assessment;

“(C) the status of management cooperation
and integration among Federal reef managers

and covered reef managers;
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“(D) the status of efforts to manage and

disseminate critical information, and enhance
mterjurisdictional data sharing, related to re-
search, reports, datasets, and maps;
“(E) areas of special focus, which may in-
clude—
“(v) 1mproving natural coral recruit-
ment;
“(11) preventing avoidable losses of cor-
als and thewr habitat;
“(111) enhancing the resilience of coral
populations;
“lw)  supporting a resilience-based
management approach;
“(v) developing, coordinating, and im-
plementing watershed management plans;
“(vi) building and sustaining water-
shed management capacity at the local level;
“(vir)  providing data essential for
coral reef fisheries management;
“(viir) building capacity for coral reef
fisheries management;
“(ix) increasing understanding of coral

reef ecosystem services;
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“(x) educating the public on the im-

portance of coral reefs, threats and solu-
trons; and
“(x1) evaluating intervention efficacy;

“(F) the status of conservation efforts, in-
cluding the use of marine protected areas to serve
as replenishment zones developed consistent with
local practices and traditions and in cooperation
with, and with respect for the scientific, tech-
nical, and management expertise and respon-
sibilities of, covered reef managers;

“(G) science-based adaptive management
and restoration efforts; and

“CH) management of coral reef emergencies
and disasters.

“(2) A statement of national goals and objectives
designed to guide—

“(A) future Federal coral reef management
and restoration actwities authorized under sec-
tion 203;

“(B) conservation and restoration priorities
Jor grants awarded under section 213 and coop-

erative agreements under section 208; and
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1 “(C) research priorities for the reef research
2 coordination institutes designated under section
3 214.

4 “(3) A designation of priority areas for con-
5 servation, and priority areas for restoration, to sup-
6 port the review and approval of grants under section
7 213(e).

8 “(4) General templates for use by covered reef
9 managers and Federal reef managers to guide the de-
10 velopment of coral reef action plans under section
11 205, wncluding guidance on the best science-based
12 practices to respond to coral reef emergencies that can
13 be wncluded wn coral reef action plans.

14 “(c) CONSULTATIONS.—In developing all elements of
15 the strategy required by subsection (a), the Administrator
16 shall—

17 “(1) consult with the Secretary of the Interior,
18 the Task Force, covered States, and covered Native en-
19 tities;
20 “(2) engage stakeholders, including covered
21 States, coral reef stewardship partnerships, reef re-
22 search coordination nstitutes and research centers
23 designated under section 214, and recipients of grants
24 under section 213; and
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“(3) solicit public review and comment regard-
mg scoping and the draft strategy.

“(d) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS; PUBLICATION.—The
Admanistrator shall—

“(1) submat the strategy required by subsection
(a) and any revisions to the strategy to the appro-
priate congressional commattees; and

“(2) publish the strategy and any such revisions
on publicly available internet websites of—

“(A) the Coral Reef Conservation Program
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
manistration; and

“(B) the Task Force.

“SEC. 205. CORAL REEF ACTION PLANS.
“la) PLANS PREPARED BY FEDERAL REEF MAN-
AGERS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years after
the date of the enactment of the Restoring Resilient
Reefs Act of 2021, each Federal reef manager shall—

“(A) prepare a coral reef action plan to
guide management and restoration activities to
be undertaken within the responsibilities and ju-
risdiction of the manager; or

“(B) in the case of a reef under the jurisdic-

tion of a Federal reef manager for which there
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18 a management plan i effect as of such date
of enactment, update that plan to comply with
the requirements of this subsection.

“(2) ELEMENTS.—A plan prepared under para-

graph (1) by a Federal reef manager shall include a

discussion of the following:

*S 46 RS

“(4) Short- and mid-term coral reef con-
servation and restoration objectives within the
Jurisdiction of the manager.

“(B) A current adaptive management
Sframework to inform research, monitoring, and
assessment needs.

“(C) Tools, strategies, and partnerships nec-
essary to wdentify, monitor, and address pollu-
tion and water quality impacts to coral reef eco-
systems within the jurisdiction of the manager.

“(D) The status of efforts to improve coral
reef ecosystem management cooperation and inte-
gration between Federal reef managers and cov-
erved reef managers, including the identification
of existing research and wmonitoring activities
that can be leveraged for coral reef status and
trends assessments within the jurisdiction of the

manager.
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“(E) Estimated budgetary and resource con-
siderations necessary to carry out the plan.

“(F) Contingencies for response to and re-
covery from emergencies and disasters.

“(G) In the case of an updated plan, an-
nual records of significant management and res-
toration actions taken under the previous plan,
cash and non-cash resources used to undertake
the actions, and the source of such resources.

“(H) Documentation by the Federal reef
manager that the plan is consistent with the na-
tional coral reef resilience strateqy in effect
under section 204.

“(I) A data management plan to ensure
data, assessments, and accompanying informa-
twon are appropriately preserved, curated, pub-
licly accessible, and broadly reusable.

“(3) SUBMISSION TO TASK FORCE.—FKach Fed-
eral reef manager shall submit a plan prepared under
paragraph (1) to the Task Force.

“(4) APPLICATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE PROCE-
DURE ACT.—Fach plan prepared under paragraph
(1) shall be subject to the requirements of subchapter

Il of chapter 5, and chapter 7, of title 5, United
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States Code (commonly known as the ‘Administrative

Procedure Act’).

“(b) PLANS PREPARED BY (COVERED REEF MAN-
AGERS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—A covered reef manager may
elect to prepare, submit to the Task Force, and main-
tawn a coral reef action plan to guide management
and restoration activities to be undertaken within the
responsibilities and jurisdiction of the manager.

“(2) EFFECTIVE PERIOD.—A plan prepared
under this subsection shall remain in effect for 5
years, or until an updated plan s submatted to the
Task Force, whichever occurs first.

“(3) ELEMENTS.—A plan prepared under para-

graph (1) by a covered reef manager:
“(A) shall contarn a discussion of—

“() short- and wmad-term coral reef
conservation and restoration objectives with-
wm the jurisdiction of the manager;

“(11) estimated budgetary and resource
considerations mnecessary to carry out the
plan;

“(111) in the case of an updated plan,
annual records of significant management

and restoration actions taken under the pre-
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vious plan, cash and non-cash resources
used to undertake the actions, and the
source of such resources; and

“(iw) contingencies for response to and
recovery from emergencies and disasters;
and
“(B) may contain a discussion of—

“(1) the status of efforts to improve
coral reef ecosystem management coopera-
tion and integration between Federal reef
managers and covered reef managers, in-
cluding the identification of existing re-
search and monitoring activities that can be
leveraged for coral reef status and trends as-
sessments within the jurisdiction of the
mandagen;

“(11) a current adaptive management
Sframework to inform research, monitoring,
and assessment needs;

“(iir) tools, strategies, and partner-
ships mecessary to identify, monitor, and
address pollution and water quality 1m-
pacts to coral reef ecosystems within the ju-

risdiction of the manager; and
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“tw) a data management plan to en-
sure data, assessments, and accompanying
mformation are appropriately preserved,
curated, publicly accessible, and broadly re-
usable..

“(c) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Administrator
and the Task Force shall make all reasonable efforts to pro-
vide technical assistance upon request by a Federal reef
manager or covered reef manager developing a coral reef
action plan under this section.

“(d) PUBLICATION.—The Administrator shall publish
each coral reef action plan prepared and submaitted to the
Task Force under this section on publicly available internet
websites of—

“(1) the Coral Reef Conservation Program of the

Natiwonal Oceanic and Atmospheric Admainistration,

and

“(2) the Task Force.
“SEC. 206. CORAL REEF STEWARDSHIP PARTNERSHIPS.

“(a) IN GENERAL—To further the community-based
stewardship of coral reefs, coral reef stewardship partner-
ships for Federal and non-Federal coral reefs may be estab-
lished n accordance with this section.

“(b) STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES.—The Adminis-

trator shall develop and adopt—
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“(1) standards for identifying individual coral
reefs and ecologically significant units of coral reefs;
and

“(2) processes for adjudicating multiple appli-
cants for stewardship of the same coral reef or eco-
logically significant unit of a reef to ensure no geo-
graphic overlap in representation among stewardship
partnerships authorized by this section.

“(c) MEMBERSHIP FOR FEDERAL CORAL REEFS.—A
coral reef stewardship partnership that has identified, as
the subject of its stewardship activities, a coral reef or eco-
logically significant unit of a coral reef that s fully or par-
trally under the management jurisdiction of any Federal
agency specified in section 203(c) shall, at a minvmum, in-
clude the following:

“(1) That Federal agency, a representative of
which shall serve as chairperson of the coral reef stew-
ardship partnership.

“(2) A State or county’s resource management
agency.

“(3) A coral reef research center designated
under section 214(b).

“(4) A nongovernmental organization.

*S 46 RS



O© 00 3 O WD A W N e

O TN O T N T NG N NG R NS B S N e T e e T e T e e T
[ B NG O N N = = N R - BN B o) W ) TR ~S O TR NO R e

92

“(5) Such other members as the partnership con-
siders appropriate, such as interested stakeholder
groups and covered Native entities.

“(d) MEMBERSHIP FOR NON-FEDERAL (CORAL

REEFS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL—A coral reef stewardship
partnership that has identified, as the subject of its
stewardship activities, a coral reef or ecologically sig-
nificant component of a coral reef that is not under
the management jurisdiction of any Federal agency
specified in section 203(c) shall, at a minimum, in-
clude the following:

“(4) A State or county’s resource manage-
ment agency or a covered Natwe entity, a rep-
resentative of which shall serve as the chair-
person of the coral reef stewardship partnership.

“(B) A coral reef research center designated
under section 214(b).

“(C) A nongovernmental organization.

“(D) Such other members as the partner-
ship considers appropriate, such as interested
stakeholder groups.

“(2) ADDITIONAL MEMBERS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subpara-

graph (B), a coral reef stewardship partnership
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described n paragraph (1) may also include
representatives of one or more Federal agencies.

“(B) REQUESTS; APPROVAL.—A representa-
twe of a Federal agency described in subpara-
graph (A) may become a member of a coral reef
stewardship partnership described in paragraph
(1) if—

“(r) the representative submits a re-
quest to become a wmember to the chair-
person of the partnership referred to in
paragraph (1)(A); and

“(11) the chavrperson consents to the re-
quest.

“(e) NONAPPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE AcT.—The Federal Aduvisory Committee Act (5
U.S.C. App.) shall not apply to coral reef stewardship part-
nerships under this section.

“SEC. 207. BLOCK GRANTS.

“la) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall provide
block grants of financial assistance to covered States to sup-
port management and restoration activities and further the
vmplementation of coral reef action plans i effect under
section 205 by covered States and non-Federal coral reef
stewardship partnerships in accordance with this section.

The Administrator shall review each covered State’s appli-
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1 cation for block grant funding to ensure that applications
2 are consistent with applicable action plans and the national

3 coral reef resilience strategy in effect under section 204.

4 “(b) ELIGIBILITY FOR ADDITIONAL AMOUNTS.—

5 “(1) IN GENERAL.—A covered State shall qualify
6 Jor and receiwve additional grant amounts beyond the
7 base award specified in subsection (¢)(1) if there is at
8 least one coral reef action plan in effect within the ju-
9 risdiction of the covered State developed by that cov-
10 ered State or a non-Federal coral reef stewardship
11 partnership.

12 “(2) WAIVER FOR CERTAIN FISCAL YEARS.—The
13 Admanistrator may waive the requirement under
14 paragraph (1) during fiscal years 2022 and 2023.

15 “(c) FUNDING FORMULA.—Subject to the availability

16 of appropriations, the amount of each block grant awarded

17 to a covered State under this section shall be the sum of—

18 “(1) a base award of $100,000; and

19 “(2) if the State 1is eligible under subsection
20 (b)—

21 “(A) an amount that is equal to non-Fed-
22 eral expenditures of up to $3,000,000 on coral
23 reef management and restoration activities with-
24 wm the jurisdiction of the State, as reported with-
25 m the previous fiscal year; and
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“(B) an additional amount, from any funds
appropriated for block grants under this section
that remain after distribution under subpara-
graph (A) and paragraph (1), based on the pro-
portion of the State’s share of total non-Federal
expenditures on coral reef management and res-
toration activities, as reported within the pre-
vious fiscal year, in excess of $3,000,000, relative
to other covered States.

“(d) EXCLUSIONS.—For the purposes of calculating
block grant amounts under subsection (c), Federal funds
provided to a covered State or non-Federal coral reef stew-
ardship partnership shall not be considered as qualifying
non-Federal expenditures, but non-Federal matching funds

used to leverage Federal awards may be considered as quali-

16 fying non-Federal expenditures.

17
18
19
20
21
22
23

“(e) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE ADMINISTRATOR.—
The Administrator is responsible for—

“(1) providing guidance on qualifying non-Fed-
erval expenditures and the proper documentation of
such expenditures;

“(2) asswing annual solicitations to covered

States for awards under this section; and
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“(3) determining the appropriate allocation of
additional amounts among covered States in accord-
ance with this section.

“(f) RESPONSIBILITIES OF COVERED STATES.—Fach
covered State is responsible for documenting non-Federal
expenditures within the jurisdiction of the State and for-
mally reporting those expenditures for review in response
to annual solicitations by the Administrator under sub-
section (e).

“lg) UNOBLIGATED AMOUNTS.—Any amounts avail-
able for Dlock grants under this section that are not obli-
gated by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration shall be transferred to the Coral Reef Stewardship
Fund established under section 209.

“SEC. 208. COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.

“la) IN GENERAL—The Administrator shall seek to
enter into cooperative agreements with covered States to
Jund coral reef conservation and restoration activities in
waters managed under the jurisdiction of those covered
States that are consistent with the national coral reef resil-
rence strategy in effect under section 204 and any applica-
ble action plans under section 205.

“(b) ALL ISLANDS COMMITTEE.—The Admainistrator

may enter into a cooperative agreement with the All Islands
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Jommattee of the Task Force to provide support for its ac-
tivities.

“(c) FUNDING.—Cooperative agreements under sub-
section (a) shall provide not less than $500,000 to each cov-
ered State and are not subject to any matching requirement.

“(d) UNOBLIGATED AMOUNTS.—Any amounts avail-
able for cooperatie agreements under this section that are
not obligated by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
mainistration shall be transferred to the Coral Reef Steward-
ship Fund established under section 209.

“SEC. 209. CORAL REEF STEWARDSHIP FUND.

“la) AGREEMENT.—The Admainistrator shall seek to
enter into an agreement with the National Fish and Wild-
life Foundation (in this section referred to as the ‘Founda-
tion’), authorizing the Foundation to receive, hold, and ad-
manaster funds received under this section.

“(b) FUND.—

“(1) IN GENERAL—The Foundation shall estab-
lish an account, which shall—

“(A) be known as the ‘Coral Reef Steward-
ship Fund’ (in this section referred to as the
‘Fund’); and

“(B) serve as the successor to the account
known before the date of the enactment of the Re-

storing Resilient Reefs Act of 2021 as the Coral
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Reef Conservation Fund and administered
through a public-private partnership with the
Foundation.

“(2) DEPOSITS.—The Foundation shall deposit

Junds recerved under this section into the Fund.

“(3) PURPOSES.—The Fund shall be available

solely to support coral reef stewardship activities

that—

*S 46 RS

“(A) further the purposes of this title; and

“(B) are consistent with—

“(1) the national coral reef resilience
strategy i effect under section 204; and

“(11) coral reef action plans in effect, if
any, under section 205 covering a coral reef

or ecologically significant component of a

coral reef to be impacted by such activities,

of applicable.
“(4) INVESTMENT OF AMOUNTS.—

“(A)  INVESTMENT OF AMOUNTS.—The
Foundation shall invest such portion of the Fund
as 1s not required to meet current withdrawals
m  anterest-bearing obligations of the United
States or in obligations guaranteed as to both

principal and interest by the United States.
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“(B) INTEREST AND PROCEEDS.—The inter-
est on, and the proceeds from the sale or redemp-
tion of, any obligations held in the Fund shall
be credited to and form a part of the Fund.

“(5) REVIEW OF PERFORMANCE.—The Adminis-
trator shall conduct a continuing review of all depos-
its into, and disbursements from, the Fund. Each re-
view shall include a written assessment concerning
the extent to which the Foundation has tmplemented
the goals and requirements of—

“(A) thas section; and
“(B) the national coral reef resilience strat-
eqy m effect under section 204.
“(c¢) AUTHORIZATION TO SOLICIT DONATIONS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Pursuant to an agreement
entered into under subsection (a), the Foundation
may accept, receive, solicit, hold, administer, and use
any gift (including, notwithstanding section 1342 of

title 31, Unated States Code, donations of services) to

Jurther the purposes of this title.

“(2) DEPOSITS IN FUND.—Notwithstanding sec-
tion 3302 of title 31, United States Code, any funds
recewved as a gift shall be deposited and maintained

wm the Fund.
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“(d) ADMINISTRATION.—Under an agreement entered
wmto pursuant to subsection (a), and subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Administrator shall transfer
funds described in sections 207(g), 208(d), 213(i), and
214(c) that are not obligated by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, and may transfer funds ap-
propriated to carry out this title, to the Foundation.
Amounts received by the Foundation under this subsection
may be used for matching, in whole or in part, contribu-
tions (whether in money, services, or property) made to the
Foundation by private persons, State or local government
agencies, or covered Native entities.

“SEC. 210. EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
ston of law, from funds appropriated pursuant to the au-
thorization of appropriations under section 217, the Ad-
munistrator may provide emergency assistance to any cov-
ered State or coral reef stewardship partnership to respond
to immediate harm to coral reefs or coral reef ecosystems
arising from any of the exigent circumstances described in
subsection (b).

“(b) CorAL REEF EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES.—The
Admanistrator shall develop a list of, and criteria for, cir-
cumstances that pose an exigent threat to coral reefs, includ-

mg—
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“(1) new and ongoing outbreaks of disease;

“(2) mew and ongoing outbreaks of invasive or
NUISANCE SPECIES;

“(3) new and ongoing coral bleaching events;

“(4) natural disasters;

“(5) industrial or mechanical incidents, such as
vessel groundings, hazardous spills, or coastal con-
struction accidents; and

“(6) other circumstances that pose an wurgent
threat to coral reefs.

“lc) ANNUAL  REPORT ON  EXIGENT  CIR-
CUMSTANCES.—On February 1 of each year, the Adminis-
trator shall submat to the appropriate congressional com-
mattees, the Commattee on Appropriations of the Senate,
and the Committee on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report that—

“(1) describes locations with exigent —cir-
cumstances described vn subsection (b) that were con-
sidered but declined for emergency assistance, and the
rationale for the decision; and

“(2) with respect to each instance in which emer-
gency assistance under this section was provided—

“(A) the location and a description of the
exigent circumstances that prompted the emer-

gency assistance, the entity that received the as-
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sistance, and the current and expected outcomes

Jrom the assistance;

“(B) a description of actiities of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Admainistration
that were curtailed as a result of providing the
emergency assistance;

“(C) in the case of an incident described in
subsection (b)(5), a statement of whether legal
action was commenced under subsection (c), and
the rationale for the decision; and

“(D) an assessment of whether further ac-
tion 1s needed to restore the affected coral reef,
recommendations for such restoration, and a cost
estimate to implement such recommendations.
CORAL REEF DISASTER FUND.

AGREEMENTS.—The Admanistrator shall seek to

enter into an agreement with the National Fish and Wild-

life Foundation (in this section referred to as the ‘Founda-

tion’), authorizing the Foundation to recewve, hold, and ad-

manaster funds recerved under this section.

“(b) FUND.—

“(1) IN GENERAL—The Foundation shall estab-

lish an account, to be known as the ‘Coral Reef Dis-

aster Fund’ (in this section referred to as the ‘Fund’).
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“(2) DEPOSITS.—The Foundation shall deposit

Junds recerved under this section into the Fund.

“(3) PURPOSES.—The Fund shall be available

solely to support the long-term recovery of coral reefs

Jrom exigent circumstances described in section 210—

“(A) in partnership with non-Federal stake-
holders; and

“(B) wn a manner that is consistent with—

“(1) the national coral reef resilience
strategy i effect under section 204; and
“(11) coral reef action plans in effect, if
any, under section 205.
“(4) INVESTMENT OF AMOUNTS.—

“(A)  INVESTMENT OF AMOUNTS.—The
Foundation shall invest such portion of the Fund
as 1s not required to meet current withdrawals
e nterest-bearing obligations of the Unated
States or in obligations guaranteed as to both
principal and interest by the Unated States.

“(B) INTEREST AND PROCEEDS.—The inter-
est on, and the proceeds from the sale or redemp-
tion of, any obligations held in the Fund shall
be credited to and form a part of the Fund.

“(5) REVIEW OF PERFORMANCE.—The Adminis-

trator shall conduct continuing reviews of all deposits
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wmto, and disbursements from, the Fund. Each such

review shall include a written assessment concerning

the extent to which the Foundation has tmplemented
the goals and requirements of this section.

“(c¢) AUTHORIZATION TO SOLICIT DONATIONS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Pursuant to an agreement
entered into under subsection (a), the Foundation
may accept, receive, solicit, hold, administer, and use
any gift (including, notwithstanding section 1342 of
title 31, Unated States Code, donations of services) to
Jurther the purposes of this title.

“(2) DEPOSITS IN FUND.—Notwithstanding sec-
tion 3302 of title 31, United States Code, any funds
recewved as a gift shall be deposited and maintained
mn the Fund.

“(d) ADMINISTRATION.—Under an agreement entered
mto under subsection (a), and subject to the availability
of appropriations, the Admainistrator may transfer funds
appropriated to carry out this title to the Foundation.
Amounts received by the Foundation under this subsection
may be used for matching, in whole or in part, contribu-
tions (whether in money, services, or property) made to the
Foundation by private persons, State or local government

agencies, or covered Native entities.
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“SEC. 212. VESSEL GROUNDING INVENTORY.

“The Adminastrator, in coordination with the Com-

mandant of the Coast Guard, the Administrator of the Mar-
wtime Admanistration, and the heads of other Federal and
State agencies as appropriate, shall establish and maintain
an wmventory of all vessel grounding incidents involving

Unated States coral reefs, including a description of—

“(1) the location of each such incident;

“(2) wessel and ownership information relating
to each such incident, if available;

“(3) the 1mpacts of each such incident to coral
reefs, coral reef ecosystems, and related natural re-
sources;

“(4) the estimated cost of removal of the vessel,
remediation, or restoration arising from each such in-
cident;

“(5) any response actions taken by the owner of
the wvessel, the Admainistrator, the Commandant, or
representatives of other Federal or State agencies;

“(6) the status of such response actions, includ-
mg—

“(A) when the grounded vessel was removed,
the costs of removal, and the how the removal

was resourced;
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“(B) a narrative and timeline of remedi-
ation or restoration actiwities undertaken by a
Federal agency or agencies;
“(C) any emergency or disaster assistance
provided under section 210 or 211;
“(D) any actions taken to prevent future
grounding incidents; and
“(7) recommendations for additional naviga-
tional aids or other mechanisms for preventing future
grounding incidents.
“SEC. 213. RUTH D. GATES CORAL REEF CONSERVATION
GRANT PROGRAM.

“la) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the availability of ap-
propriations, the Admainistrator shall establish a program
(to be known as the ‘Ruth D. Gates Coral Reef Conservation
Grant Program’) to provide grants for projects for the con-
servation and restoration of coral reef ecosystems (in this
section referred to as ‘coral reef projects’) pursuant to pro-
posals approved by the Admanistrator in accordance with
this section.

“(b) MATCHING REQUIREMENTS FOR GRANTS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Euxcept as provided wn para-
graph (3), Federal funds for any coral reef project for
which a grant is provided under subsection (a) may

not exceed 50 percent of the total cost of the project.
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“(2) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—The non-Federal
share of the cost of a coral reef project may be pro-
vided by in-kind contributions and other mnoncash
support.

“(3) WAIVER.—The Administrator may waive
all or part of the matching requirement under para-
graph (1) if the Administrator determines that no
reasonable means are available through which an ap-
plicant can meet the matching requirement with re-
spect to a coral reef project and the probable benefit
of the project outweighs the public interest in the
matching requirement.

“(¢) KLIGIBILITY.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—An entity described in para-
graph (2) may submat to the Admainistrator a pro-
posal for a coral reef project.

“(2) ENTITIES DESCRIBED.—An entity described
m this paragraph 1s—

“(A) a covered reef manager or a covered

Natwe entity—

“(1) with responsibility for coral reef
management; or

“(11) the activities of which directly or
wmdirectly affect coral reefs or coral reef eco-

systems;
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“(B) a regional fishery management council
established under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C.
1801 et seq.);

“(C) a coral reef stewardship partnership
seeking to implement a coral reef action plan n
effect under section 205;

“(D) a coral reef research center designated
under section 214(b); or

“(E) another nongovernmental organization
or research institution with demonstrated exper-
tise in the conservation or restoration of coral
reefs i practice or through significant contribu-
tions to the body of existing scientific research on

coral reefs.

“(d) ProJECT PROPOSALS.—FEach proposal for a
grant under this section for a coral reef project shall include
the following:

“(1) The name of the individual or entity re-
sponsible for conducting the project.

“(2) A description of the qualifications of the in-
dwrdual or entity.

“(3) A succinct statement of the purposes of the
project.
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“(4) An estimate of the funds and time required

to complete the project.

“(5) Evidence of support for the project by ap-
propriate representatives of States or other govern-
ment jurisdictions in which the project will be con-
ducted.

“(6) Information regarding the source and
amount of matching funding available to the appli-
cant.

“(7) A description of how the project meets one
or more of the criteria under subsection (f)(2).

“(8) In the case of a proposal submitted by a
coral reef stewardship partnership, a description of
how the project aligns with the applicable coral reef
action plan i effect under section 205.

“9) Any other information the Admainistrator
considers to be necessary for evaluating the eligibility
of the project for a grant under this subsection.

“(e) PROJECT REVIEW AND APPROVAL.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall re-
view each coral reef project proposal submitted under
this section to determane if the project meets the cri-
teria set forth in subsection (f).

“(2)  PRIORITIZATION  OF  CONSERVATION

PROJECTS.—The Administrator shall prioritize the
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awarding of funding for projects that meet the cri-
teria for approval under subparagraphs (A) through
(G) of subsection (f)(2) that are proposed to be con-
ducted within priority areas identified for coral reef
conservation by the Administrator under the national
coral reef resilience strategy in effect under section
204.

“13) PRIORITIZATION ~ OF  RESTORATION
PROJECTS.—The Admanistrator shall prioritize the
awarding of funding for projects that meet the cri-
teria for approval under subparagraphs (E) through
(L) of subsection (f)(2) that are proposed to be con-
ducted within priority areas identified for coral reef
restoration by the Administrator under the national
coral reef resilience strategy in effect under section
204.

“(4) REVIEW; APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL.—Not
later than 180 days after receiving a proposal for a
coral reef project under this section, the Adminis-
trator shall—

“(A) request and consider written comments
on the proposal from each Federal agency, State
government, covered Native entity, or other gov-
ernment jurisdiction, including the relevant re-

gronal fishery management councils established
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under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conserva-
tion and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et
seq.), or any National Marine Sanctuary or Ma-
rine National Monument, with jurisdiction or
management authority over coral reef ecosystems
m the area where the project is to be conducted,
mceluding the extent to which the project 1s con-
sistent with locally established priorities, wnless
such entities were directly involved in the devel-
opment of the project proposal;

“(B) provide for the merit-based peer review
of the proposal and require standardized docu-
mentation of that peer review;

“(C) after considering any written com-
ments and recommendations based on the reviews
under subparagraphs (A) and (B), approve or
disapprove the proposal; and

“(D) provide written notification of that
approval or disapproval, with summaries of all
written comments, recommendations, and peer
reviews, to the entity that submaitted the pro-
posal, and each of those States, covered Native
entity, and other government jurisdictions that

provided comments under subparagraph (A).
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CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL.—The Administrator

may not approve a proposal for a coral reef project under

this section unless the project—

“(1) 1s consistent with—

“(A) the national coral reef resilience strat-
eqy n effect under section 204; and

“(B) any Federal or non-Federal coral reef
action plans in effect under section 205 covering
a coral reef or ecologically significant unit of a
coral reef to be affected by the project; and

“2) will enhance the conservation and restora-

tion of coral reefs by—

*S 46 RS

“(A) addressing conflicts arising from the
use of environments near coral reefs or from the
use of corals, species associated with coral reefs,
and coral products, including supporting con-
sensus-driven, community-based planning and
management initiatives for the protection of
coral reef ecosystems;

“(B) improving compliance with laws that
prohibit or regulate the taking of coral products
or species associated with coral reefs or requlate
the use and management of coral reef ecosystems;

“(C) designing and 1mplementing networks

of real-tvme water quality wmonitoring along
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coral reefs, including data collection related to
turbidity, nutrent availability, harmful algal
blooms, and plankton assemblages, with an em-
phasis on coral reefs impacted by agriculture
and urban development;

“(D) promoting ecologically sound naviga-
twon and anchorages, including mooring buoy
systems to promote enhanced recreational access,
near coral reefs;

“(E) furthering the goals and objectives of
coral reef action plans in effect under section
205;

“(F) mapping the location and distribution
of coral reefs and potential coral reef habitat;

“(G) stimulating imnovation to advance the
ability of the United States to understand, re-
search, or monitor coral reef ecosystems, or to de-
velop management or adaptation options to con-
serve and restore coral reef ecosystems;

“(H) implementing research to ensure the
population viability of listed coral species in
United States waters as detailed wn the popu-
lation-based recovery criteria included in species-

specific recovery plans consistent with the En-
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dangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et
seq.);

“(1) developing and 1mplementing cost-effec-
twe methods to restore degraded coral reef eco-
systems or to create geographically appropriate
coral reef ecosystems in suitable waters, includ-
mg by improving habitat or promoting success of
keystone species, with an emphasis on novel res-
toration strategies and techniques to advance
coral reef recovery and growth near population
centers threatened by rising sea levels and storm
surge;

“(J) translating and applying coral genet-
1es research to coral reef ecosystem restoration,
mcluding research related to traits that promote
resilience to increasing ocean temperatures,
ocean acidification, coral bleaching, coral dis-
eases, and imvasive species;

“(K) developing and maintaining in situ
natiwe coral propagation sites; or

“(L) developing and maintaining ex situ
coral propagation nurseries and land-based coral
gene banks to—

“(1) conserve or augment genetic diver-

sity of natiwe coral populations;
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“(11) support captive breeding of rare
coral species; or

“(111) enhance resilience of native coral
populations to increasing ocean tempera-
tures, ocean acidification, coral bleaching,
and coral diseases through selective breed-
myg, conditioning, or other approaches that
target genes, gene expression, phenotypic
traits, or phenotypic plasticity.

“lg) FUNDING REQUIREMENTS.—To the extent prac-
ticable based upon proposals for coral reef projects sub-
matted to the Administrator, the Administrator shall ensure
that funding for grants awarded under this section during
a fiscal year is distributed as follows:

“(1) Not less than 40 percent of funds available
shall be awarded for projects in the Pacific Ocean
within the maritime areas and zones subject to the ju-
risdiction or control of the United States.

“(2) Not less than 40 percent of the funds avail-
able shall be awarded for projects in the Atlantic
Ocean, the Gulf of Mexico, or the Caribbean Sea with-
m the maritime areas and zones subject to the juris-
diction or control of the United States.

“(3) Not more than 67 percent of funds distrib-

uted wn each region in accordance with paragraphs
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(1) and (2) shall be made exclusively available to

projects that are—
“(A) submatted by a coral reef stewardship
partnership; and
“(B) consistent with the coral reef action
plan in effect under section 205 by such a part-
nership.
“(4) Of the funds distributed to support projects
m accordance with paragraph (3), not less than 20
percent and not more than 33 percent shall be award-
ed for projects submitted by a Federal coral reef stew-
ardship partnership.

“(h) Task ForcE.—The Administrator may consult

with the Secretary of the Interior and the Task Force to
obtain guidance in establishing priorities and evaluating

proposals for coral reef projects under this section.

“(1) UNOBLIGATED AMOUNTS.—Any amounts avail-

able for grants under this section that are not obligated by
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
shall be transferred to the Coral Reef Stewardship Fund
established under section 209.

“SEC. 214. NON-FEDERAL CORAL REEF RESEARCH.

“(a) REEF RESEARCH COORDINATION INSTITUTES.—
“(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Administrator shall

designate 2 reef research coordination institutes for
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the purpose of advancing and sustaining essential ca-
pabilities in coral reef research, one each in the At-
lantic and Pacific basins, to be known as the ‘Atlan-
tic Reef Research Coordination Institute’ and the ‘Pa-
cific Reef Research Coordination Institute’, respec-
tively.

“(2) MEMBERSHIP.—FKach institute designated
under paragraph (1) shall be housed within a single
coral reef research center designated by the Adminis-
trator under subsection (b) and may enter into con-
tracts with other coral reef research centers designated
under subsection (b) within the same basin to support
the institute’s capacity and reach.

“(3)  FuUNcTIONS.—The institutes designated
under paragraph (1) shall—

“(A) conduct federally directed research to

Jill national and regional coral reef ecosystem re-

search gaps and vmprove understanding of, and

responses to, continuing and emerging threats to
the resilience of United States coral reef eco-
systems consistent with the national coral reef

resilience strategy i effect under section 204;

“(B) support ecological research and moni-
toring to study the effects of conservation and

restoration activities funded by this title on pro-
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moting more effective coral reef management and
restoration; and
“(C) through agreements—

“(1) collaborate directly with govern-
mental resource management agencies, coral
reef stewardship partnerships, nonprofit or-
ganizations, and other coral reef research
centers designated under subsection (b);

“(11) assist in the development and 1m-
plementation of—

“(I) the national coral reef resil-
1ence strategy under section 204; and
“(I1) coral reef action plans under

section 205;

“(111) buald capacity within non-Fed-
eral  governmental —resource management
agencies to establish research priorities and
translate and apply research findings to
management and restoration practices; and

“lw) conduct public education and
awareness programs for policymakers, re-
source managers, and the general public
on—

“(1) coral reefs and coral reef eco-

systems;
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“(II) best practices for coral reef
ecosystem management and restora-
tron,

“(I11) the value of coral reefs; and

“(IV) the threats to the sustain-
ability of coral reef ecosystems.

“(b) CORAL REEF RESEARCH CENTERS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall—

“(A) periodically solicit applications for
designation of qualifying institutions i covered
States as coral reef research centers; and

“(B) designate all qualifying institutions in
covered States as coral reef research centers.

“(2) QUALIFYING INSTITUTIONS.—For purposes
of paragraph (1), an institution is a qualifying insti-
tution of the Administrator determines that the insti-
tution—

“(A) 1s operated by an institution of higher
education or nonprofit marine research organi-
zation;

“(B) has established management-driven
national or regional coral reef research or res-
toration programs;

“(C) has demonstrated abilities to coordi-

nate closely with appropriate Federal and State
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agencies, as well as other academic and non-
profit organizations; and

“(D) maintains significant local commu-
nity engagement and outreach programs related
to coral reef ecosystems.

“(c) UNOBLIGATED AMOUNTS.—Any amounts avail-
able for reef research coorvdination institutes under this sec-
tion that are not obligated by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration shall be transferred to the
Coral Reef Stewardship Fund established under section 209.
“SEC. 215. REPORTS ON ADMINISTRATION.

“Not later than 3 years after the date of the enactment
of the Restoring Resilient Reefs Act of 2021, and every 2
years thereafter, the Administrator shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional commiattees, the Commattee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate, and the Commattee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives a report on the
administration of this title during the 2-year period pre-
ceding submaission of the report, including—

“(1) a description of all activities undertaken to
vmplement the most recent national coral reef resil-
wence strategy under section 204;

“(2) a statement of all funds obligated under the

authorities of this title; and
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“(3) a summary, disaggregated by State, of Fed-
eral and non-Federal contributions toward the costs of
each project or activity funded, in full or in part,
under the authorities of this title.
“SEC. 216. CORAL REEF PRIZE COMPETITIONS.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The head of any Federal agency
with a representative serving on the Unaited States Coral
Reef Task Force established by Executive Order 13089 (16
U.S.C. 6401 note; relating to coral reef protection), may,
mdividually or in cooperation with one or more agencies,
carry out a program to award prizes competitively under
section 24 of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation
Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3719).

“(b) PURPOSES.—Any program carried out under this
section shall be for the purpose of stimulating innovation
to advance the ability of the United States to understand,
research, or monitor coral reef ecosystems, or to develop
management or adaptation options to preserve, sustain,
and restore coral reef ecosystems.

“(c) PRIORITY PROGRAMS.—Priority shall be given to
establishing programs under this section that address com-
munaities, environments, or industries that are in distress
as a result of the decline or degradation of coral reef eco-

systems, including—
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“(1) scientific research and monitoring that fur-
thers the understanding of causes behind coral reef de-
cline and degradation and the generally slow recovery
Jollowing disturbances, including ocean acidification,
temperature-related bleaching, disease, and their asso-
ciated 1mpacts on coral physiology;

“(2) the development of monitoring or manage-
ment options for communities or industries that are
experiencing significant financial hardship;

“(3) the development of adaptation options to al-
leviate economic harm and job loss caused by damage
to coral reef ecosystems;

“(4) the development of measures to help vulner-
able communities or industries, with an emphasis on
rural communities and businesses; and

“(5) the development of adaptation and manage-
ment options for impacted tourism industries.”;

(3) in section 217, as redesignated by paragraph
(1)—

(A) i subsection (c), by striking “section
204 and inserting “‘section 213”;

(B) in subsection (d), by striking “under
section 2077 and inserting “authorized under
this title”; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

*S 46 RS



O© 00 3 O WD A W N =

O TN NG T N TR NG N NG I NG R N e T e e T e T e e T
[ B NG U N S = = N Re - BN B e ) W ) B ~S O T NO I e

123

“le) BLOCK GRANTS.—There is authorized to be ap-
propriated to the Administrator $10,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2022 through 2026 to carry out section 207.

“(f) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—There is authorized
to be appropriated to the Administrator $10,000,000 for
each of fiscal years 2022 through 2026 to carry out section
208.

“(g) NON-FEDERAL CORAL REEF RESEARCH.—There
1s authorized to be appropriated to the Administrator
$4,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2022 through 2026 for
agreements with the reef research coordination institutes
designated under section 214.”’; and

(4) by amending section 218, as redesignated by
paragraph (1), to read as follows:

“SEC. 218. DEFINITIONS.

“In this title:

“(1)  ADMINISTRATOR—The term  ‘Adminis-
trator’ means the Administrator of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration.

“(2) ALASKA NATIVE CORPORATION.—The term
‘Alaska Natwe Corporation’ has the meaning given
the term ‘Native Corporation’ in section 3 of the Alas-
ka Native Clavms Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1602).

“(3) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘appropriate congressional commait-
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means the Committee on Commerce, Science, and

Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on

Natural Resources of the House of Representatives.

“(4) CONSERVATION.—The term ‘conservation’

means the use of methods and procedures necessary to

preserve or sustain native corals and associated spe-

cies as diverse, viable, and self-perpetuating coral reef

ecosystems with minimal 1mpacts from invasive spe-

cies,
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mcluding—

“(A) all activities associated with resource
management, such as monitoring, assessment,
protection, restoration, sustainable use, manage-
ment of habitat, and maintenance or augmenta-
tion of genetic diversity;

“(B) mapping;

“(C) scientific expertise and technical as-
sistance in the development and 1mplementation
of management strategies for marine protected
areas and marime resources consistent with the
National Marine Sanctuaries Act (16 U.S.C.
1431 et seq.) and the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C.
1801 et seq.);

“(D) law enforcement;

“(E) conflict resolution initiatives;
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“(F) community outreach and education;
and
“(G)) promotion of safe and ecologically
sound navigation and anchoring.

“(5) CORAL—The term ‘coral’ means species of
the phylum Cnidaria, including—

“(A) all species of the orders Antipatharia

(black  corals), Scleractinia  (stony  corals),

Alcyonacea  (soft  corals, organ pipe corals,

gorgonians), and Helioporacea (blue coral), of

the class Anthozoa; and
“(B) all species of the order Anthoathecata

(fire corals and other hydrocorals) of the class

Hydrozoa.

“(6) COrRAL PRODUCTS.—The term ‘coral prod-
ucts” means any living or dead specimens, parts, or
derwatives, or any product containing specimens,
parts, or deriwatives, of any species referred to in
paragraph (5).

“(7) CORAL REEF.—The term ‘coral reef’ means
calcium carbonate structures in the form of a reef or
shoal, composed in whole or wn part by liwwing coral,
skeletal remains of coral, crustose coralline algae, and

other associated sessile marine plants and animals.
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“(8) CORAL REEF ECOSYSTEM.—The term ‘coral
reef ecosystem’ means—

“(A) corals and other geographically and
ecologically associated marine communities of
other reef organisms (including reef plants and
anvmals) associated with coral reef habitat; and

“(B) the biotic and abiotic factors and proc-
esses that control or affect coral calcification
rates, tissue growth, reproduction, recruitment,
abundance, coral-algal symbiosis, and biodiver-
sity wn such habitat.

“(9) COVERED NATIVE ENTITY.—The term ‘cov-
ered Native entity” means a Native entity of a covered
State with interests in a coral reef ecosystem.

“(10) COVERED REEF MANAGER.—The term ‘cov-
ered reef manager’ means—

“(A) a management unit of a covered State
with jurisdiction over a coral reef ecosystem;

“(B) a covered State; or

“(C) a coral reef stewardship partnership
under section 206(d).

“(11) COVERED STATE—The term ‘covered
State’ means Florida, Hawair, and the territories of

American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern
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Mariana Islands, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the United

States Virgin Islands.
“(12) FEDERAL REEF MANAGER.—
“(A) IN GENERAL—The term ‘Federal reef
manager’ means—

“(1) a management unit of a Federal
agency specified in subparagraph (B) with
lead management jurisdiction over a coral
reef ecosystem; or

“(1n) a coral reef stewardship partner-
ship under section 206(c).

“(B) FEDERAL AGENCIES SPECIFIED.—A
Federal agency specified in this subparagraph s
one of the following:

“(1) The National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration.

“() The National Park Service.

“(iir) The United States Fish and
Wildlife Service.

“(w) The Office of Insular Affairs.

“(13) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—
The term ‘“nstitution of higher education’ has the
meaning given that term in section 101 of the Higher

Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001).
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“(14) INTERESTED STAKEHOLDER GROUPS.—

The term ‘interested stakeholder groups’ includes com-

munity members such as businesses, commercial and

recreational fishermen, other recreationalists, covered

Natwe entities, Federal, State, and local government

units with related jurisdiction, institutions of higher

education, and nongovernmental organizations.

“(15) Narive ENTITY.~—The term ‘Native entity’

means any of the following:

“(A4) An Indian Tribe (as defined in section
4 of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304)).

“(B) An Alaska Native Corporation.

“(C) The Department of Hamwavian Home
Lands.

“(D) The Office of Hawaiian Affairs.

“(K) A Native Hawaiian organization (as
defined in section 6207 of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
7517)).

“(16) NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION.—The term

‘nonprofit  organization’ means any corporation,

trust, association, cooperative, or other organization,

not

mceluding an institutions of higher education,

that—
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“(A) s operated primarily for scientific,
educational, service, charitable, or similar pur-
poses in the public interest;

“(B) 1s not organized primarily for profit;
and

“(C) wuses met proceeds to maintain, 1m-
prove, or expand the operations of the organiza-
tion.

“(17) RESTORATION.—The term ‘restoration’
means the use of methods and procedures necessary to
enhance, rehabilitate, recreate, or create a functioning
coral reef or coral reef ecosystem, in whole or in part,
within suitable waters of the historical geographic
range of such ecosystems, to provide ecological, eco-
nomac, cultural, or coastal resiliency services associ-
ated with healthy coral reefs and benefit native popu-
lations of coral reef organisms.

“(18) RESILIENCE.—The term ‘resilience’ means
the capacity for corals within their native range,
coral reefs, or coral reef ecosystems to resist and re-
cover from natural and human disturbances, and
maintain structure and function to provide ecosystem
services, as determined by clearly identifiable, meas-

urable, and science-based standards.

*S 46 RS



130

1 “(19) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ means
2 the Secretary of Commerce.

3 “20) StATE.—The term ‘State’ means—

4 “(A) any State of the United States that
5 contains a coral reef ecosystem within its sea-
6 ward boundaries;

7 “(B) American Samoa, the Commonwealth
8 of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, Puerto
9 Rico, or the United States Virgin Islands; or

10 “(C) any other territory or possession of the
11 United States or separate sovereign in free asso-
12 ciation with the United States that contains a
13 coral reef ecosystem within its seaward bound-
14 aries.

15 “(21) STEWARDSHIP.—The term ‘stewardship’,
16 with respect to a coral reef, includes conservation, res-
17 toration, and public outreach and education.

18 “22) Task FOrRCE—The term ‘Task Force’
19 means the United States Coral Reef Task Force estab-
20 lished under section 201 of the Restoring Resilient
21 Reefs Act of 2021.”.
22 (b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT TO NATIONAL OCEANS

23 AND C0ASTAL SECURITY ACT.—Section 905(a) of the Na-
24 tional Oceans and Coastal Security Act (16 U.S.C.

25 7504(a)) is amended by striking “and coastal infrastruc-
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ture” and inserting “, coastal infrastructure, and ecosystem

services provided by natural systems such as coral reefs”.

TITLE II—UNITED STATES
CORAL REEF TASK FORCE

SEC. 201. ESTABLISHMENT.

There 1s established a task force to lead, coordinate,
and strengthen Federal Government actions to better pre-
serve, conserve, and restore coral reef ecosystems, to be
known as the “United States Coral Reef Task Force” (in
this title referred to as the “Task Force”).

SEC. 202. DUTIES.

The duties of the Task Force shall be—

(1) to coordinate, in cooperation with covered

States, covered Native entities, Federal reef managers,

covered reef managers, coral reef research centers des-

wnated under section 214(b) of the Coral Reef Con-

servation Act of 2000 (as amended by section 101),

and other nongovernmental and academic partners as

appropriate, activities regarding the mapping, moni-
toring, research, conservation, mitigation, and res-
toration of coral reefs and coral reef ecosystems;

(2) to monitor and advise regarding implemen-
tation of the policy and Federal agency responsibil-

ities set forth in—
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(A) Executive Order 13089 (63 Fed. Reg.

32701; relating to coral reef protection); and

(B) the national coral reef resilience strat-
eqy developed under section 204 of the Coral Reef
Conservation Act of 2000, as amended by section
101;
(3) to work with the Secretary of State and the

Admanistrator of the United States Agency for Inter-

national Development, and in coordination with the

other members of the Task Force—

(A) to assess the United States role in inter-
national trade and protection of coral species;

(B) to encourage implementation of appro-
priate strategies and actions to promote con-
servation and sustainable use of coral reef re-
sources worldwide; and

(C) to collaborate with international com-
munities successful in managing coral reefs;

(4) to provide technical assistance for the devel-

opment and vmplementation, as appropriate, of—

*S 46 RS
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(B) coral reef action plans under section
205 of that Act; and
(5) to produce a report each year, for submission

to the appropriate congressional committees and pub-
lication on a publicly available internet website of the
Task Force, highlighting the status of the coral reef
equities of a covered State on a rotating basis, includ-
mg—

(A) a summary of recent coral reef manage-
ment and restoration actwities undertaken in
that State; and

(B) updated estimates of the direct and in-
direct economic activity supported by, and other
benefits associated with, those coral reef equities.

SEC. 203. MEMBERSHIP.
(a) VOTING MEMBERSHIP.—The Task Force shall have
the following voting members:

(1) The Secretary of Commerce, acting through
the Admainistrator of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, and the Secretary of the
Interior, who shall be co-chaivrpersons of the Task
Force.

(2) The Administrator of the Unated States
Agency for International Development.

(3) The Secretary of Agriculture.
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(4) The Secretary of Defense.

(5) The Secretary of the Army, acting through
the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works.

(6) The Secretary of Homeland Security, acting
through the Admanistrator of the Federal FEmergency
Management Agency.

(7) The Commandant of the Coast Guard.

(8) The Attorney General.

(9) The Secretary of State.

(10) The Secretary of Transportation.

(11) The Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency.

(12) The Administrator of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration.

(13) The Director of the National Science Foun-
dation.

(14) The Governor, or a representative of the
Governor, of each covered State.

(b) NONVOTING MEMBERS.—The Task Force shall have

20 the following nonvoting members:

21
22
23
24
25

(1) A member of the South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council who 1is designated by the Gov-
ernor of Florida under section 302(0)(1) of the Mag-

nuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management

Act (16 U.S.C. 1852(D)(1)).
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(2) A member of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council who s designated by the Gouv-
ernor of Florida under such section.

(3) A member of the Western Pacific Fishery
Management Council who 1s designated under such
section and selected as follows:

(A) For the period beginning on the date of
the enactment of this Act and ending on Decem-
ber 31 of the calendar year during which such
date of enactment occurs, the member shall be se-
lected jointly by the governors of Hawani, Amer-
tcan Samoa, Guam, and the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands.

(B) For each calendar year thereafter, the
governors of Hawaii, American Samoa, Guam,
and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands shall, on a rotating basis, take turns se-
lecting the member.

(4) A member of the Caribbean Fishery Manage-
ment Council who s designated under such section
and selected as follows:

(A4) For the period beginning on the date of
the enactment of this Act and ending on Decem-
ber 31 of the calendar year during which such

date of enactment occurs, the member shall be se-
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1 lected jointly by the governors of Puerto Rico
2 and the Unated States Virgin Islands.

3 (B) For each calendar year thereafter, the
4 governors of Puerto Rico and the United States
5 Virgin  Islands shall, on an alternating basis,
6 take turns selecting the member.

7 (5) A member appointed by the President of the
8 Federated States of Micronesia.

9 (6) A member appointed by the President of the
10 Republic of the Marshall Islands.
11 (7) A member appointed by the President of the
12 Republic of Palau.

13 SEC. 204. RESPONSIBILITIES OF FEDERAL AGENCY MEM-
14 BERS.
15 (a) IN GENERAL.—A member of the Task Force speci-

16 fied in paragraphs (1) through (14) of section 203(a)

17 shall—

18 (1) identify the actions of the agency that mem-
19 ber represents that may affect coral reef ecosystems;
20 (2) utilize the programs and authorities of that
21 agency to protect and enhance the conditions of such
22 ecosystems, including through the promotion of basic
23 and applied scientific research;

24 (3) collaborate with the Task Force to appro-
25 priately reflect budgetary needs for coral reef con-
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servation and restoration activities in  all agency

budget planning and justification documents and

processes; and
(4) engage in any other coordinated efforts ap-
proved by the Task Force.

(b) CO-CHAIRPERSONS.—In addition to their respon-
sibilities under subsection (a), the co-chairpersons of the
Task Force shall administer performance of the functions
of the Task Force and facilitate the coordination of the
members of the Task Force specified in paragraphs (1)
through (14) of section 203(a).

SEC. 205. WORKING GROUPS.

(a) IN GENERAL—The co-chairpersons of the Task
Force may establish working groups as necessary to meet
the goals and carry out the duties of the Task Force.

(b) REQUESTS FrROM MEMBERS.—The members of the
Task Force may request that the co-chairpersons establish
a working group under subsection (a).

(¢) PARTICIPATION BY NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—The co-chairpersons may allow nongovernmental
organizations as appropriate, including academic institu-
tions, conservation groups, and commercial and rec-
reational fishing associations, to participate in a working

group established under subsection (a).
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(d) NONAPPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE AcT.—The Federal Advisory Committee Act (5
U.S.C. App.) shall not apply to working groups established
under this section.

SEC. 206. DEFINITIONS.
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In this title:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL — COMMIT-
TEES.—The term “appropriate congressional commit-
tees” means the Commaittee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate and the Commattee
on Natural Resources of the House of Representatives.

(2) CONSERVATION, CORAL, CORAL REEF, ETC.—
The terms “conservation”, “coral”, “coral reef”,
“coral reef ecosystem”, “covered Native entity”, “cov-
ered reef manager”, “covered State”, “Federal reef
manager”’, “Native entity”, “restoration”, “resil-
tence”, and “State” have the meanings given those
terms in section 218 of the Coral Reef Conservation

Act of 2000, as amended by section 101.

*S 46 RS



O o0 9 N N B WD =

[\ T O R O N O R NG R O B e e e e T e e e T
LN A W N = O VOV 0 N O B A W PP = O

139

TITLE III—DEPARTMENT OF THE
INTERIOR CORAL REEF AU-
THORITIES

SEC. 301. CORAL REEF CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION
ASSISTANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Interior may
provide scientific expertise and technical assistance, and
subject to the avarlability of appropriations, financial as-
sistance for the conservation and restoration of coral reefs
consistent with all applicable laws governing resource man-
agement in Federal, State, and Tribal waters, including—

(1) the national coral reef resilience strategy in
effect under section 204 of the Coral Reef Conserva-
tion Act of 2000, as amended by section 101; and

(2) coral reef action plans in effect under section
205 of that Act, as applicable.

(b) COrRAL REEF INITIATIVE.—The Secretary may es-
tablish a Coral Reef Initiative Program—

(1) to provide grant funding to support local
management, conservation, and protection of coral
reef ecosystems in—

(A) coastal areas of covered States; and
(B) Freely Associated States;
(2) to emhance resource availability of National

Park Service and National Wildlife Refuge System
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management units to vmplement coral reef conserva-
tion and restoration activities;

(3) to complement the other conservation and as-
sistance activities conducted under this Act or the
Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000, as amended by
section 101; and

(4) to provide other technical, scientific, and fi-
nancial assistance and conduct conservation and res-
toration activities that advance the purposes of this
Act and the Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000, as
amended by section 101.

(¢) CONSULTATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF COM-

MERCE.—

(1) CORAL REEF CONSERVATION AND RESTORA-
TION ACTIVITIES.—The Secretary of the Interior may
consult with the Secretary of Commerce regarding the
conduct of any activities to conserve and restore coral
reefs and coral reef ecosystems in waters managed

under the jurisdiction of the Federal agencies speci-

fied in paragraphs (2) and (3) of section 203(c) of the

Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000, as amended by
section 101.

(2) AWARD OF CORAL REEF MANAGEMENT FEL-
LOWSHIP.—The Secretary of the Interior shall consult

with the Secretary of Commerce to award the Susan
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L. Williams Coral Reef Management Fellowship

under title IV.

(d) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—Subject to the
avarlability of appropriations, the Secretary of the Interior
may enter into cooperative agreements with covered reef
managers to fund coral reef conservation and restoration
activities in waters managed under the jurisdiction of such
managers that—

(1) are consistent with the national coral reef re-
silience strategy in effect under section 204 of the
Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000, as amended by
section 101; and

(2) support and enhance the success of coral reef
action plans i effect under section 205 of that Act.
(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CONSERVATION, CORAL, CORAL REEF, ETC.—
The terms “conservation”, “coral reef”, “covered reef
manager”,  “covered  State”,  “restoration”, and
“State” have the meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 218 of the Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000,
as amended by section 101.

(2) TRIBE; TRIBAL—The terms “Tribe” and
“Tribal” refer to Indian Tribes (as defined in section
102 of the Federally Recognized Indian Tribe Laist Act
of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 5130)).
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| TITLE IV—SUSAN L. WILLIAMS

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

NATIONAL CORAL REEF MAN-
AGEMENT FELLOWSHIP

SEC. 401. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the “Susan L. Williams Na-

tional Coral Reef Management Fellowship Act of 20217,

SEC. 402. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) ALASKA NATIVE CORPORATION.—The term
“Alaska Native Corporation™ has the meaning given
the term “Native Corporation™ in section 3 of the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C.
1602).

(2) FELLOW.—The term “fellow” means a Na-
tronal Coral Reef Management Fellow.

(3) FELLOWSHIP.—The term ‘fellowship” means
the National Coral Reef Management Fellowship es-
tablished in section 403,

(4) COVERED NATIVE ENTITY.—The term “cov-
ered Natiwve entity” means a Native entity of a cov-
ered State with interests in a coral reef ecosystem.

(5) COVERED STATE.—The term “covered State”
means Florida, Hawair, and the territories of Amer-

tcan Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
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1 wana Islands, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the United
2 States Virgin Islands.

3 (6) NATIVE ENTITY.—The term “Native entity”
4 means any of the following:

5 (A) An Indvan Tribe (as defined in section
6 4 of the Indian Self-Determination and FEdu-
7 cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304)).

8 (B) An Alaska Native Corporation.

9 (C) The Department of Hawaiian Home
10 Lands.

11 (D) The Office of Hawarvian Affavrs.

12 (E) A Natwe Hawaiian organization (as
13 defined in section 6207 of the Elementary and
14 Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
15 7517)).

16 (7) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary” means
17 the Secretary of Commerce.

18 SEC. 403. ESTABLISHMENT OF FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM.

19 (a) IN GENERAL—There is established a National

20 Coral Reef Management Fellowship Program.

21 (b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the fellowship are—
22 (1) to encourage future leaders of the United
23 States to develop additional coral reef management
24 capacity in States and local communities with coral
25 reefs;
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(2) to provide management agencies of covered
States or covered Native entities with highly qualified
candidates whose education and work experience meet
the specific needs of each covered State or covered Na-
twe entity; and
(3) to provide fellows with professional experi-
ence 1 management of coastal and coral reef re-
sources.
SEC. 404. FELLOWSHIP AWARDS.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Secretary, in partnership with
the Secretary of the Interior, shall award the fellowship in
accordance with this section.

(b) TErM OF FELLOWSHIP.—A fellowship awarded

under this section shall be for a term of not more than 24

months.
(¢) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Secretary shall award the
fellowship to individuals who have demonstrated—

(1) an intent to pursue a career in marine serv-
wees and outstanding potential for such a career;

(2) leadership potential, actual leadership expe-
rience, or both;

(3) a college or graduate degree in biological
science, a resource management college or graduate
degree with experience that correlates with aptitude

and interest for marine management, or both;
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(4) proficient writing and speaking skills; and
(5) such other attributes as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate.
SEC. 405. MATCHING REQUIREMENT.
(a) IN GENERAL—Except as provided in subsection
(b), the non-Federal share of the costs of a fellowship under
this section shall be 25 percent of such costs.
(b) WAIVER OF REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary may
waive the application of subsection (a) if the Secretary
Jfinds that such warver is necessary to support a project that

the Secretary has identified as a high priority.
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A BILL

To reauthorize the Coral Reef Conservation Act of
2000 and to establish the United States Coral
Reef Task Force, and for other purposes.

DECEMBER 17, 2021

Reported with an amendment
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