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To amend title 38, United States Code, to reauthorize the high technology
program of the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

May 18, 2023
Mr. KiNG (for himself and Mr. CRAMER) introduced the following bill; which
was read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

A BILL

To amend title 38, United States Code, to reauthorize the
high technology program of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “VET-TEC Authoriza-

tion Act of 2023”7,

SEC. 2. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS HIGH TECH-

NOLOGY PROGRAM.
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 36 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new section:

“§ 3699C. High technology program
“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—(1) The Secretary shall

carry out a program under which the Secretary provides

covered individuals with the opportunity to enroll in high
technology programs of education that the Secretary de-
termines provide training or skills sought by employers in

a relevant field or industry.

“(2) Not more than 6,000 covered individuals may
participate in the program under this section in any fiscal
year.

“(b) AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE.—(1) The Secretary
shall provide, to each covered individual who pursues a
high technology program of education under this section,
educational assistance in amounts equal to the amounts
provided under section 3313(¢)(1) of this title, including
with respect to the housing stipend described in that sec-
tion and in accordance with the treatment of programs
that are distance learning and programs that are less than
half-time.

“(2) Under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall pro-
vide such amounts of educational assistance to a covered

individual for each of the following:
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“(A) A high technology program of education.
“(B) A second such program if—

“(1) the second such program begins at
least 18 months after the covered individual
oraduates from the first such program; and

“(11) the covered individual uses edu-
cational assistance under chapter 33 of this
title to pursue the second such program.

“(¢) CONTRACTS.

(1) For purposes of carrying out
subsection (a), the Secretary shall seek to enter into con-
tracts with any number of qualified providers of high tech-
nology programs of education for the provision of such
programs to covered individuals. Each such contract shall
provide for the conditions under which the Secretary may
terminate the contract with the provider and the proce-
dures for providing for the graduation of students who
were enrolled in a program provided by such provider in
the case of such a termination.
“(2) A contract under this subsection shall provide
that the Secretary shall pay to a provider—
“(A) upon the enrollment of a covered indi-
vidual in the program, 25 percent of the cost of the
tuition and other fees for the program of education

for the individual;
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“(B) upon graduation of the individual from
the program, 25 percent of such cost; and
“(C) 50 percent of such cost upon—
“(i) the successful employment of the cov-
ered individual for a period—
“(I) of 180 days in the field of study
of the program; and
“(II) that begins not later than 180
days following graduation of the covered
individual from the program;
“(i1) the employment of the individual by
the provider for a period of one year; or
“(111) the enrollment of the individual in a
program of education to continue education in
such field of study.

“(3) For purposes of this section, a provider of a high

technology program of education is qualified if—

“(A) the provider employs instructors whom the
Secretary determines are experts in their respective
fields in accordance with paragraph (5);

“(B) the provider has successfully provided the
high technology program for at least one year;

“(C) the provider does not charge tuition and
fees to a covered individual who receives assistance

under this section to pursue such program that are
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higher than the tuition and fees charged by such

provider to another individual; and

“(D) the provider meets the approval criteria
developed by the Secretary under paragraph (4).
“(4)(A) The Secretary shall preseribe criteria for ap-

proving providers of a high technology program of edu-
cation under this section.

“(B) In developing such ecriteria, the Secretary may
consult with State approving agencies.

“(C) Such ecriteria are not required to meet the re-
quirements of section 3672 of this title.

“(D) Such eriteria shall include the job placement
rate, in the field of study of a program of education, of
covered individuals who complete such program of edu-
cation.

“(5) The Secretary shall determine whether instruc-
tors are experts under paragraph (3)(A) based on evidence
furnished to the Secretary by the provider regarding the
ability of the instructors to—

“(A) identify professions in need of new em-
ployees to hire, tailor the programs to meet market
needs, and identify the employers likely to hire grad-
uates;

“(B) effectively teach the skills offered to cov-

ered individuals;
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“(C) provide relevant industry experience in the
fields of programs offered to incoming covered indi-
viduals; and

“(D) demonstrate relevant industry experience
in such fields of programs.

“(6) In entering into contracts under this subsection,
the Secretary shall give preference to a provider of a high
technology program of education—

“(A) from which at least 70 percent of grad-
uates find full-time employment in the field of study
of the program during the 180-day period beginning
on the date the student graduates from the program;
or

“(B) that offers tuition reimbursement for any
student who graduates from such a program and
does not find employment described in subparagraph
(A).

“(d) EFFECT ON OTHER ENTITLEMENT.—(1) If a
covered individual enrolled in a high technology program
of education under this section has remaining entitlement
to educational assistance under chapter 30, 32, 33, 34,
or 35 of this title, entitlement of the individual to edu-
cational assistance under this section shall be charged at

the rate of one month of such remaining entitlement for
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each such month of educational assistance under this sec-
tion.

“(2) The Secretary may not consider enrollment in
a high technology program of education under this section
to be assistance under a provision of law referred to in
section 3695 of this title.

“(e) REQUIREMENTS FOR KEDUCATIONAL INSTITU-

TIONS.

(1) The Secretary shall not approve the enroll-
ment of any covered individual, not already enrolled, in
any high technology programs of education under this sec-
tion for any period during which the Secretary finds that
more than 85 percent of the students enrolled in the pro-
eram are having all or part of their tuition, fees, or other
charges paid to or for them by the educational institution
or by the Department of Veterans Affairs under this title
or under chapter 1606 or 1607 of title 10, except with
respect to tuition, fees, or other charges that are paid
under a payment plan at an educational stitution that
the Secretary determines has a history of offering pay-
ment plans that are completed not later than 180 days
after the end of the applicable term, quarter, or semester.

“(2) The Secretary may waive a requirement of para-
oraph (1) if the Secretary determines, pursuant to regula-
tions which the Secretary shall prescribe, such waiver to

be in the interest of the covered individual and the Federal
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Government. Not later than 30 days after the Secretary
waives such a requirement, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and
House of Representatives a report regarding such waiver.

“(3)(A)(1) The Secretary shall establish and maintain
a process by which an educational mstitution may request
a review of a determination that the educational institu-
tion does not meet the requirements of paragraph (1).

“(i1) The Secretary may consult with a State approv-
ing agency regarding such process or such a review.

“(i11) Not later than 180 days after the Secretary es-
tablishes or revises a process under this subparagraph, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate and House of Representatives a report
regarding such process.

“(B) An educational institution that requests a re-
view under subparagraph (A)—

“(1) shall request the review not later than 30
days after the start of the term, quarter, or semester
for which the determination described in subpara-
oraph (A) applies; and

“(i1) may include any information that the edu-
cational institution believes the Department should

have taken into account when making the deter-
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mination, including with respect to any mitigating

circumstances.

“(f) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this section, and annu-
ally thereafter until the termination date specified in sub-
section (i), the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives a report
on the operation of programs under this section during
the year covered by the report. Each such report shall in-
clude each of the following:

“(1) The number of covered individuals enrolled
in the program, disageregated by type of educational
institution, during the year covered by the report.

“(2) The number of covered individuals who
completed a high technology program of education
under the program during the year covered by the
report.

“(3) The average employment rate of covered
individuals who completed such a program of edu-
cation during such year, as of 180 days after the
date of completion.

“(4) The average length of time between the
completion of such a program of education and em-

ployment.
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“(5) The total number of covered individuals
who completed a program of education under the
program and who, as of the date of the submission
of the report, are employed in a position related to
technology.

“(6) The average salary of a covered individual
who completed a program of education under the
program and who is employed in a position related
to technology, in various geographic areas deter-
mined by the Secretary.

“(7) The average salary of all individuals em-
ployed in positions related to technology in the geo-
oraphic areas determined under subparagraph (F),
and the difference, if any, between such average sal-
ary and the average salary of a covered individual
who completed a program of education under the
program and who is employed in a position related
to technology.

“(8) The number of covered individuals who
completed a program of education under the pro-
oram and who subsequently enrolled in a second
program of education under the program.

“(g) COLLECTION OF INFORMATION; CONSULTA-

24 TION.—(1) The Secretary shall develop practices to use
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to collect information about covered individuals and pro-
viders of high technology programs of education.

“(2) For the purpose of carrying out program under
this section, the Secretary may consult with providers of
high technology programs of education and may establish
an advisory group made up of representatives of such pro-
viders, private employers in the technology field, and other
relevant groups or entities, as the Secretary determines
necessary.

“(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) The term ‘covered individual’ means any of

the following:
“(A) A veteran whom the Secretary deter-

mines—

“(1) served an aggregate of at least 36
months on active duty in the Armed
Forees (including service on active duty in
entry level and skill training) and was dis-
charged or released therefrom under condi-
tions other than dishonorable; and

“(i1) has not attained the age of 62.
“(B) A member of the Armed Forces that

the Secretary determines will become a veteran
described in subparagraph (A) fewer than 180

days after the date of such determination.
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“(2) The term ‘high technology program of edu-
cation’ means a program of education—

“(A) offered by a public or private edu-
cational institution;

“(B) if offered by an institution of higher
learning, that is provided directly by such insti-
tution rather than by an entity other than such
institution under a contract or other agreement;

“(C) that does not lead to a degree;

“(D) that has a term of not less than six
and not more than 28 weeks; and

“(E) that provides instruction in computer
programming, computer software, media appli-
cation, data processing, or information sciences.

“(1) TERMINATION.—The authority to carry out a
program under this section shall terminate on September
30, 2028.7.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amended
by inserting after the item relating to section 3699B

the following new item:

“3699C. High technology program.”.

(b) E¥reEcT ON HIicH TrECHNOLOGY PiLoT Pro-
GRAM.—Section 116 of the Harry W. Colmery Veterans
Educational Assistance Act of 2017 (Public Law 115—48;
38 U.S.C. 3001 note) 1s amended—
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(1) in subsection (g), by striking paragraph (6);
and
(2) by striking subsection (h) and inserting the

following new subsection (h):

“(h) TERMINATION.—The authority to carry out a
pilot program under this section shall terminate on Sep-
tember 30, 2023.".

(¢) APPROVAL OF CERTAIN HiGH TECHNOLOGY PRO-
GRAMS.—Section 3680A of title 38, United States Code,
1s amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking paragraph (4)
and inserting the following:
“(4) Any independent study program except—
“(A) an independent study program (in-
cluding such a program taken over open circuit
television) that—

“(1) 18 accredited by an accrediting
agency or association recognized by the
Secretary of Education under subpart 2 of
part I of title IV of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1099b);

“(11) leads to—

“(I) a standard college degree;
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“(II) a certificate that reflects
educational attainment offered by an
mstitution of higher learning; or

“(IIT) a certificate that reflects
eraduation from a course of study of-
fered by—

“(aa) an area career and
technical education school (as de-
fined in subparagraphs (C) and
(D) of section 3(3) of the Carl D.
Perkins Career and Technical
Education Act of 2006 (20
U.S.C. 2302(3))) that provides
education at the postsecondary
level; or

“(bb) a postsecondary voca-
tional institution (as defined in
section  102(¢) of the IHigher
Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1002(¢))) that provides
education at the postsecondary
level; and

“(i1) in the case of a program de-

scribed in clause (i1) (I11)—
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“(I) provides training aligned
with the requirements of employers in
the State or local area where the pro-
oram 1s located, which may include in-
demand industry sectors or occupa-
tions;

“(IT) provides a student, upon
oraduation from the program, with a
recognized postsecondary credential
that is recognized by employers in the
relevant industry, which may include
a credential recognized by industry or
sector partnerships in the State or
local area where the industry is lo-
cated; and

“(IIT) meets such content and in-
structional standards as may be re-
quired to comply with the ecriteria
under sections 3676(c¢)(14) and (15)

of this title; or

“(B) an online high technology program of

education (as defined in subsection (h)(2) of

*S 1678 IS
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“(1) the provider of which has entered
into a contract with the Secretary under
subsection (¢) of such section;

“(11) that has been provided to covered
individuals (as defined in subsection (h)(1)
of such section) under such contract for a
period of at least five years;

“(i1) regarding which the Secretary
has determined that the average employ-
ment rate of covered individuals who grad-
uated from such program of education is
65 percent or higher for the year preceding
such determination; and

“(iv) that satisfies the requirements of

subsection (e) of such section.”; and

(2) n subsection (d), by adding at the end the

“(8) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to the enrollment

of a veteran in an online high technology program de-

seribed in subsection (a)(4)(B).”.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by

subsections (a) and (¢) shall take effect on October 1,

2023.
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1 SEC. 3. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS HOUSING

2 LOAN FEES.

3 The loan fee table in section 3729(b)(2) of title 38,
4 United States Code, is amended by striking “November
5 14, 20317 each place it appears and inserting “March 31,
6 20327,

*S 1678 IS




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-06-06T00:56:09-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




