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sanded and giving him the anchor that every
person needs. But most of all, Bill, I thank
you for being my friend, for being a good
citizen, for being a good man, and for being
a very powerful example.

Ladies and gentlemen, our honoree, Bill
Bowen.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:03 p.m. on the
lawn at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock,
future site of the law school. In his remarks, he
referred to Derrick Smith, president, Student Bar
Association, who introduced the President; former
White House Chief of Staff Thomas F. (Mack)
McLarty; William H. Bowen, former dean, and
Rodney K. Smith, donaghey dean and professor
of law, University of Arkansas at Little Rock
School of Law; Mr. Bowen’s wife, Connie; ].
Thomas May, board of trustees chairman, and
Charles E. Hathaway, chancellor, University of
Arkansas at Little Rock; B. Alan Sugg, president,
University of Arkansas System; State Attorney
General Mark Pryor; former Senator Dale Bump-
ers; Mayor Jim Dailey of Little Rock; and former
Senator David Pryor and his wife, Barbara.

Executive Order 13151—Global
Disaster Information Network

April 27, 2000

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
establish a Global Disaster Information Net-
work to use information technology more ef-
fectively to reduce loss of life and property
from natural and man-made disasters, it is
hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. (a) It is the policy of
this Administration to use information tech-
nology more effectively to coordinate the
Federal Government’s collection and dis-
semination of information to appropriate re-
sponse agencies and State governments to
prepare for and respond to natural and man-
made disasters (disasters). As a result of
changing population demographics in our
coastal, rural, and urban areas over the past
decades, the loss of life and property (losses)
from disasters has nearly doubled. One of the
ways the Federal Government can reduce
these losses is to use technology more effec-
tively to coordinate its collection and dis-
semination (hereafter referred to collectively
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as “provision”) of information which can be
used in both planning for and recovering
from disasters. While many agencies provide
disaster-related information, they may not al-
ways provide it in a coordinated manner. To
improve the provision of disaster-related in-
formation, the agencies shall, as set out in
this order, use information technology to co-
ordinate the Federal Government’s provision
of information to prepare for, respond to, and
recover from domestic disasters.

(b) It is also the policy of this Administra-
tion to use information technology and exist-
ing channels of disaster assistance to improve
the Federal Government’s provision of infor-
mation that could be helpful to foreign gov-
ernments preparing for or responding to for-
eign disasters. Currently, the United States
Government provides disaster-related infor-
mation to foreign governments and relief or-
ganizations on humanitarian grounds at the
request of foreign governments and where
appropriate. This information is supplied by
Federal agencies on an ad hoc basis. To in-
crease the effectiveness of our response to
foreign disasters, agencies shall, where ap-
propriate, use information technology to co-
ordinate the Federal Government’s provision
of disaster-related information to foreign
governments.

(c) To carry out the policies in this order,
there is established the Global Disaster In-
formation Network (Network). The Network
is defined as the coordinated effort by Fed-
eral agencies to develop a strategy and to use
existing technical infrastructure, to the extent
permitted by law and subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations and under the guid-
ance of the Interagency Coordinating Com-
mittee and the Committee Support Office,
to make more effective use of information
technology to assist our Government, and
foreign governments where appropriate, by
providing disaster-related information to pre-
pare for and respond to disasters.

Sec. 2. Establishment. (a) There is estab-
lished an Interagency Coordinating Com-
mittee (Committee) to provide leadership
and oversight for the development of the
Network. The Office of the Vice President,
the Department of Commerce through the
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration, and the Department of State, respec-
tively, shall designate a representative to
serve as Co-chairpersons of the Committee.
The Committee membership shall comprise
representatives from the following depart-
ments and agencies:
(1) Department of State;

)
3) Department of the Interior;
) Department of Agriculture;
5) Department of Commerce;
) Department of Transportation;
7) Department of Energy;
) Office of Management and Budget;
) Environmental Protection Agency;

(10) National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration;

(11) United States Agency for Inter-
national Development;

(12) Federal Emergency Management
Agency; and

(13) Central Intelligence Agency.

At the discretion of the Co-chairpersons of
the Committee, other agencies may be added
to the Committee membership. The Com-
mittee shall include an Executive Secretary
to effect coordination between the Co-chair-
persons of the Committee and the Com-
mittee Support Office.

(b) There is established a Committee Sup-
port Office (Support Office) to assist the
Committee by developing plans and projects
that would further the creation of the Net-
work. The Support Office shall, at the re-
quest of the Co-chairpersons of the Com-
mittee, carry out tasks taken on by the Com-
mittee.

(c) The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration shall provide funding and ad-
ministrative support for the Committee and
the Support Office. To the extent permitted
by law, agencies may provide support to the
Committee and the Support Office to assist
them in their work.

Sec. 3. Responsibilities. (a) The Com-
mittee shall:

(1) serve as the United States Govern-
ment’s single entity for all matters, both na-
tional and international, pertaining to the de-
velopment and establishment of the Net-
work;
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(2) provide leadership and high-level co-
ordination of Network activities;

(3) provide guidance for the development
of Network strategies, goals, objectives, poli-
cies, and legislation;

(4) represent and advocate Network goals,
objectives, and processes to their respective
agencies and departments;

(5) provide manpower and material sup-
port for Network development activities;

(6) develop, delegate, and monitor inter-
agency opportunities and ideas supporting
the development of the Network; and

(7) provide reports, through the Co-chair-
persons of the Committee, to the President
as requested or at least annually.

(b) The Support Office shall:

(1) provide management and administra-
tive support for the Committee;

(2) develop Network strategies, goals, ob-
jectives, policies, plans, and legislation in ac-
cordance with guidance provided by the
Committee;

(3) consult with agencies, States, non-
government organizations, and international
counterparts in developing Network develop-
ment tasks;

(4) develop and make recommendations
concerning Network activities to the agencies
as approved by the Committee; and

(5) participate in projects that promote the
goals and objectives of the Network.

Sec. 4. Implementation. (a) The Com-
mittee, with the assistance of the Support Of-
fice, shall address national and international
issues associated with the development of the
Network within the context of:

(1) promoting the United States as an ex-
ample and leader in the development and
dissemination of disaster information, both
domestically and abroad, and, to this end,
seeking cooperation with foreign govern-
ments and international organizations;

(2) striving to include all appropriate stake-
holders in the development of the Network;
and

(3) facilitating the creation of a framework
that involves public and private stakeholders
in a partnership for sustained operations of
the Network.

(b) Intelligence activities, as determined
by the Director of the Central Intelligence
Agency, as well as national security-related



Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Apr. 28

activities of the Department of Defense and
of the Department of Energy, are exempt
from compliance with this order.

Sec. 5. Tribal Governments. This order
does not impose any requirements on tribal
governments.

Sec. 6. Judicial Review. This order does
not create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable by law, by a party
against the United States, its officers, its em-
ployees, or any other person.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 27, 2000.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 1, 2000]

NotE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on May 2.

Remarks at a Luncheon for Nordic
Leaders

April 28, 2000

Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the
White House. Let me also say that we are
very honored to be a part of the opening of
this magnificent exhibition at the Museum
of Natural History. I am grateful to the Nor-
dic Council, to all the museums and the na-
tions represented in the exhibit, and espe-
cially grateful to the extraordinary assem-
blage of dignitaries who have joined us today
from all the Nordic nations.

There are quite a few competing answers
to the question, Who discovered America?
And by the way, when and exactly what
America was—some would say, is. [Laugh-
ter] Now, Italian-Americans revere Colum-
bus and point out the word “America” comes
from the famed mapmaker Amerigo
Vespucci. Anglo-Americans argue for the pri-
macy of Jamestown and Plymouth as the first
colonies in the original United States. Fran-
co-Americans remind us to honor Cham-
plain, Cartier, and La Salle alongside all oth-
ers. And of course, our Native Americans
consider all these people insignificant late-
comers.

With the opening of this important exhibit,
we expand the debate and learn more about
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ourselves. The remarkable explorations
across the North Atlantic at the turn of the
last millennium constituted a crucial first
step. These brave voyages under perilous
conditions brought a dawning awareness on
both sides of the Atlantic that our world is,
in fact, many worlds.

There was something profoundly heroic
about their desire and their ability to make
the crossing; to go across the Atlantic to
Vinland was as earthshaking and expansive
an achievement as the most expansive, ambi-
tious space launch today. It is indeed fitting
that our first expedition to Mars in 1976 con-
sisted of two spacecraft called Viking 1 and
Viking 2.

All Americans should know more about
this fascinating early chapter of our history.
The Viking voyages are an essential part of
the long process by which all of us in our
different ways came to be here. The legacy
of the Vikings has always been with us, from
scattered archaeological evidence to the leg-
ends that thrilled poets like Longfellow.

These legends have been nurtured espe-
cially by the descendants of the Vikings. I
don’t suppose I can use the term “Viking-
Americans,” but I do mean people from Nor-
way and Sweden and Finland and Denmark
and Iceland, who showed the same courage
when they immigrated here in the modern
period to build new worlds for themselves.
The settlers of places like New Sweden in
Delaware; Oslo, Minnesota; Denmark, Iowa;
or Holland, North Dakota all brought a deep
love of democracy and freedom stemming
from their own egalitarian traditions.

In fact, a new National Geographic cites
a case where the Prince of the Franks sent
an envoy to parlay with a group of invading
Vikings and came back saying, “I found no
one to talk with. They said they were all
chiefs.” [Laughter]

Now our awareness of our Nordic past will
go far beyond legends and traditions. This
exhibition will deepen our knowledge of the
rich history we share. It will shape our future
by strengthening the bonds between Ameri-
cans and their kin in the Nordic nations.

I am grateful for all that we have done
together in the last decade, from our support
for the peaceful expansion of democracy and
freedom in Central and Eastern Europe to
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