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youth, mentors help foster a more compas-
sionate society that values every life and
leaves no child behind.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 2005 as
National Mentoring Month. I call upon the
people of the United States to recognize the
importance of mentoring, to look for oppor-
tunities to serve as mentors in their commu-
nities, and to celebrate this month with ap-
propriate activities and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twelfth day of January, in the
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 14, 2005]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on January 18.

Remarks to Reporters Following
Briefings in Arlington, Virginia
January 13, 2005

Global War on Terrorism and Indian
Ocean Earthquake and Tsunamis
Disaster Relief

The President. Mr. Secretary, thank you
very much for the briefing that we just had.
The Secretary arranged for a briefing from
Admiral Fargo and our commanders on the
ground who are providing organization and
handling the relief effort for the victims of
the tsunamis. I got to tell you, our military
is making a significant difference in providing
relief and aid and help and compassion for
those who have suffered. I am very im-
pressed, Mr. Secretary, by how quickly we
have responded and the assets that you have
ordered deployed to help these people. And
there’s a lot of talk about how some in the
world don’t appreciate America. Well, I can
assure you that those who have been helped
by our military appreciate America.

We also talked about the war on terror.
We're constantly reviewing our strategy as to

how to defeat the enemy—fully recognize
that the war on terror will require a coordi-
nated effort within our own Government as
well as a coordinated effort with the coun-
tries around the world which understand the
stakes of this war. I am pleased with the re-
sponse from around the world, appreciate so
many nations understanding that we must
work together to defeat these killers. I'm
mindful of the fact that we have—constantly
have got to review our plans and never lose
our will.

So, Mr. Secretary, thanks for the briefing.
It was a very good briefing, and you're doing
a fine job on behalf of the American people.

Secretary Rumsfeld. Thank you, sir.

The President. Thank you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:21 a.m. at the
Pentagon. In his remarks, he referred to Adm.
Thomas B. Fargo, USN, commander, U.S. Pacific

Command.

Executive Order 13370—Providing
an Order of Succession in the Office
of Management and Budget
January 13, 2005

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America and pursuant to the
Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, 5
U.S.C. 3345 et seq., it is hereby ordered that:

Section 1. During any period when the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget (Director) and the Deputy Director
of the Office of Management and Budget
(Deputy Director) have died, resigned, or
otherwise become unable to perform the
functions and duties of the office of Director,
the following officers of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, in the order listed,
shall perform the functions and duties of the
office of Director, if they are eligible to act
as Director under the provisions of the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, until such
time as at least one of the officers mentioned
above is able to perform the functions and
duties of the office of Director:

Deputy Director for Management;

Executive Associate Director;

Associate Director (National Security

Programs);
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Associate Director (General Government
Programs);

Associate Director (Human Resource
Programs);

Associate Director (Natural Resource
Programs);

General Counsel;

Administrator for Federal Procurement
POliCy;

Administrator of the Office of Information

and Regulatory Affairs;

Controller, Office of Federal Financial

Management; and
Administrator of the Office of Electronic
Government.

Sec. 2. Exceptions. (a) No individual who
is serving in an office listed in section 1 in
an acting capacity, by virtue of so serving,
shall act as Director pursuant to this order.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this
order, the President retains discretion, to the
extent permitted by law, to depart from this
order in designating an acting Director.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 13, 2005.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 18, 2005]

NotEe: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on January 19.

Memorandum on Extension of
Waiver of Section 907 of the
FREEDOM Support Act With
Respect to Assistance to the
Government of Azerbaijan
January 13, 2005

Presidential Determination No. 2005-18

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Extension of Waiver of Section 907
of the FREEDOM Support Act with respect
to Assistance to the Government of
Azerbaijan

Pursuant to the authority contained in title
IT of the Kenneth M. Ludden Foreign Oper-
ations, Export Financing, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2002 (Public Law
107-115), I hereby determine and certify
that extending the waiver of section 907 of

the FREEDOM Support Act of 1992 (Public
Law 102-511):

e isnecessary to support United States ef-

forts to counter international terrorism;

e is necessary to support the operational

readiness of United States Armed
Forces or coalition partners to counter
international terrorism;

e is important to Azerbaijan’s border se-

curity; and

o will not undermine or hamper ongoing

efforts to negotiate a peaceful settle-
ment between Armenia and Azerbaijan
or be used for offensive purposes
against Armenia.

Accordingly, I hereby extend the waiver
of section 907 of the FREEDOM Support
Act.

You are authorized and directed to notify
the Congress of this determination and to ar-
range for its publication in the Federal Reg-
ister.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this memorandum.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Review of Title III of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996

January 13, 2005

Dear :

Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the
Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 104—
114) (the “Act”), I hereby determine and re-
port to the Congress that suspension for 6
months beyond February 1, 2005, of the right
to bring an action under title III of the Act
is necessary to the national interests of the
United States and will expedite a transition
to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard G.
Lugar, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., rank-
ing member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Ted Stevens, chairman, and Robert C. Byrd,
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