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create millions of new consumers for Amer-
ica’s farmers, manufacturers, and small busi-
ness owners, and deepen our friendships
with countries in other parts of the world.

As we open up new markets to trade, we
must always ensure that American workers
are treated fairly. Our workers can compete
with anyone, anywhere, so long as the rules
are fair. My Administration will continue to
enforce trade agreements and insist upon a
level playing field for America’s workers.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 15 through
May 21, 2005, as World Trade Week. I en-
courage all Americans to observe this week
with events, trade shows, and educational
programs that celebrate the benefits of trade
to our Nation and the global economy.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twelfth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand five, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:31 a.m., May 13, 2005]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 17.

Executive Order 13378—
Amendments to Executive Order
12788 Relating to the Defense
Economic Adjustment Program

May 12, 2005

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including 10
U.S.C. 2391 and the Defense Economic Ad-
justment, Diversification, Conversion, and
Stabilization Act of 1990, enacted as Division
D, section 4001 et seq., of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1991,
Public Law 101-510, and in order to update
the Defense Economic Adjustment Program,
it is hereby ordered that Executive Order
12788 of January 15, 1992, as amended, is
further amended as follows:
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Section 1. The text of section 2 of Execu-
tive Order 12788 is revised to read as follows:
“The Defense Economic Adjustment Pro-
gram shall (1) assist substantially and seri-
ously affected communities, businesses, and
workers from the effects of major Defense
base closures, realignments, and Defense
contract-related adjustments, and (2) assist
State and local governments in preventing
the encroachment of civilian communities
from impairing the operational utility of mili-
tary installations.”

Sec. 2. (a) The text of section 3(c) is
amended by deleting “and communities” and
inserting in lieu thereof “communities, and
businesses”;
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(b) The text of section 3(1) is amended by
deleting “and” after the semicolon;

(c) The text of section 3(m) is amended
by adding “and” after “diminish;” and

(d) A new section 3(n) is added to read:
“(n) Encourage resolution of regulatory
issues that impede encroachment prevention
and local economic adjustment efforts.”

Sec. 3. (a) Section 4(a) is amended by: (i)
deleting “(19) Director of the United States
Arms Control and Disarmament Agency;” (ii)
deleting “(21) Director of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency;” and (iii) re-
numbering the remaining subsections listing
the officials on the Economic Adjustment
Committee (the “Committee”) accordingly;

(b) The text of section 4(b) is revised to
read as follows: “The Secretary of Defense,
or the Secretary’s designee, shall chair the
Committee.”; and

(c) The text of section 4(c) is revised to
read as follows: “The Secretaries of Labor
and Commerce shall serve as Vice Chairmen
of the Committee. The Vice Chairmen shall
co-chair the Committee in the absence of
both the Chairman and the Chairman’s des-
ignee and may also preside over meetings of
designated representatives of the concerned
executive agencies.”

Sec. 4. This order is not intended to, and
does not, create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable by any
party at law or in equity against the United
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States, its departments, agencies, entities, of-
ficers, employees, agents, or any other per-
son.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 12, 2005.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:31 a.m., May 13, 2005]

NotEe: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on May 17.

Remarks to the National Association
of Realtors

May 13,2005

Thank you all. Thanks for the warm wel-
come. Sorry Laura is not here with me.
[Laughter] As you know, we just got back
from an overseas trip, and even President
Putin had heard about Laura’s new job as
the “Comedienne in Chief.” [Laughter] I'm
really proud of her. She’s a great First Lady.
And she said, “Don’t go over there and start
looking for a house yet; you've got 3% more
years.” [Laughter] But I really want to thank
you all for inviting me. I'm looking forward
to sharing some thoughts with you.

Before I do so, I want to thank my Sec-
retary of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development, Alphonso Jackson, my
fellow Texan.

I want to thank Al Mansell, the president
of the National Association of Realtors, and
the board of directors and all the members.

We have got an important agenda here in
Washington. It’s an agenda to keep this coun-
try prosperous and safe and free. The war
on terror continues. I have an obligation as
your President to remind people about the
realities of the world we live in. There are
still people out there who would like to inflict
harm on our people. We will be unrelenting
in searching the—unrelenting in trying to
find those who would harm our people and
bring them to justice. And we will be unre-
lenting in our desire to spread freedom, be-
cause America understands that free soci-
eties are peaceful societies.

It’s such an honor to represent the United
States of America around the world, and it
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was such an honor to represent our country
last week in Europe. We must not forget the
lessons of Europe. When we see tyranny, we
must resist and free people from tyranny.
And we must remember the lessons of Eu-
rope, and that is, democracies are able to live
peacefully side by side; a part of the world
that—where there was war after war, where
thousands of American soldiers had died, not
only in World War I and World War II, is
now whole, free, and peaceful because of the
spread of democracy. And it’s that spread of
democracy in the greater Middle East that
will yield a more peaceful world for our chil-
dren and our grandchildren.

We're also putting policies in place to
make this country more free and to enhance
opportunity here at home. And our realtors
play a crucial role in creating opportunity in
America. After all, you help people attain an
important part of the American experience
and the American Dream, and that is owning
a home. I believe the proper role of Govern-
ment is to encourage ownership, is to pro-
mote an ownership society. An ownership—
when you own a home, it brings stability to
a neighborhood or security to a family. I love
it when somebody—a first-time homeowner
opens up the door to their house and says,
“Welcome to my piece of property. Welcome
to my home.”

And we’re making progress. In this coun-
try, homeownership set a new record last
year: 69 percent of American families own
a home. Think about that. There are 74 mil-
lion homeowners in America today, and
that’s the most ever in our Nation’s history.
I want to thank you for working hard to help
people realize that dream.

In 2002, I was working with Alphonso, and
we set a goal of increasing the number of
minority homeowners by 5% million by the
year 2010. Minority homeownership in
America is at an allime high. We just set
a new quarterly record this year of 51.6 per-
cent of minorities own their own home; 2.3
million minorities own a home. We're half-
way toward our goal of over 5 million by
2010. Housing starts—we're at the highest
level in over 25 years, reaching nearly 2 mil-
lion homes. That’s the best annual perform-
ance since 1978.
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