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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 23, 2000

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
able to be present for rollcall votes 315, 316,
317, and 318, amendments to H.R. 4690, a
bill making appropriations for the Departments
of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judici-
ary, and related agencies for Fiscal Year
2001.

Had I been present, I would have voted yes
or aye on each of these votes.

Campbell amendment; Reduce Federal Pris-
on System spending: No. 315, ‘‘aye’’.

Hinchey amendment; Fund Economic De-
velopment Administration: No. 316, ‘‘aye’’.

Scott amendment; Increase funds for Boys
and Girls Clubs in public housing: No. 317,
‘‘aye’’.

DeGette amendment; Abortion for women in
prison: No. 318, ‘‘aye’’.
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CANADA’S MEDICINE WON’T CURE
U.S. SYSTEM

HON. SAM JOHNSON
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 23, 2000

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I would like to insert for the RECORD and ex-
cellent editorial written by the Republican Con-
ference Chairman J.C. Watts. His editorial ran
in the Dallas Morning News on Sunday, June
11, 2000.

Mr. Watts correctly identifies the pitfalls of
Congress adopting any health care system
that resembles Canada’s failed socialist sys-
tem. Americans told us in 1994 that they do
not want a national takeover of our health care
system. We must stop any one-size-fits-some
government run program and embrace a con-
cept that gives seniors a plan that best fits
their own needs.

That is why Republicans have drafted a
Medicare prescription drug bill that will provide
needed medicine to our nation’s seniors. It is
a private based plan that will give seniors ac-
cess to affordable, reliable and quality health
care because I believe seniors should never
have to choose between food and medicine.

[From the Dallas Morning News, June 11,
2000]

CANADA’S MEDICINE WON’T CURE U.S. SYSTEM

(By J.C. Watts)

While it certainly is true that grass often
looks greener on the other side of the fence,
anyone who has gotten a closer view can tell
you where the crabgrass grows. That
couldn’t be any truer than in the debate over
prescription drug prices.

Those who are making political hay by
holding up Canada’s system of health care on
the basis of cheaper drug prices are playing
a false and dangerous game of bait and
switch. The truth is that Canada’s drug
prices are linked to a system of health care
that no American would settle for. Don’t
trust anyone who pretends to sell you one
without the other.

Just as Democrats say Americans should
flock to Canada for drugs, Canadians already
flock to the United States for treatment.

The Canadian government uses a big-govern-
ment approach that rations health care and
discourages new medical technology. As a re-
sult, Canadians wait three times longer for
cancer treatments and nearly 12 weeks to see
a specialist. Canada also strongly controls
the prices of innovative medicines, which
has discouraged investment in research to
develop medicines.

Worse yet, the Canadian government won’t
pay for many of the latest breakthrough
medications. For example, a number of top-
selling drugs that are widely used by seniors
in the United States—drugs that treat ail-
ments such as arthritis, osteoporosis and al-
lergic rhinitis—aren’t reimbursed by some of
Canada’s biggest provincial health plans that
provide prescription drug coverage to the
poor, elderly and disabled.

Canadians also face longer waits in gaining
access to new medicines produced by Cana-
dian drug makers. The Canadian government
typically takes about a year and a half to ap-
prove a new drug for sale—that is at least 6
months longer than it takes here at home.
Then, each provincial government in Canada
takes additional time in deciding whether
the new medicine will be placed on its list of
reimbursable drugs.

Even after approval, it can take almost
two years for officials in Canada to place a
medicine on the provincial reimbursement
list. Typically, elderly patients with serious
health problems don’t have that kind of time
to spare.

A recent report from the highly regarded
Fraser Institute in Vancouver found that 76
percent of Canadians believe their health
care system is ‘‘in crisis.’’ Seventy-one per-
cent said changes are needed because health
care needs aren’t being met. The study also
found that Canadian patients often are
forced to use the medicines selected by the
government solely for cost reasons. Patients
who would respond better to the second,
third or fourth drug developed for a specific
condition often are denied the preferred drug
and are stuck with the government-approved
‘‘one-size-fits-all’’ drug.

Perhaps most significant, however, is the
fact that Canada’s system of establishing ar-
tificially low drug prices has resulted in Ca-
nadian drug makers investing less in their
own research and development of promising
new medicines. And foreign companies often
are reluctant to introduce new drugs in Can-
ada because of price controls. That means
Canadians’ access to lifesaving new drugs is
limited.

Yet this Canadian-style health care with
prescription drug benefits is what some in
Washington are proposing for America.

Just recently, we Republicans proposed a
plan that modernizes Medicare and adopts a
prescription drug coverage benefit. Unlike a
one-size-fits-all plan, the plan is a market-
based solution that gives Medicare bene-
ficiaries real bargaining power through pri-
vate health plans to purchase drugs at dis-
count rates, and it guards against escalating
out-of-pocket drug costs by setting a mone-
tary ceiling beyond which Medicare would
pay 100 percent of beneficiaries’ drug costs.

Our plan is 100 percent voluntary and pre-
serves current coverage for seniors who want
to keep what they have, while extending to
other beneficiaries the choice of several com-
peting prescription drug plans. By rejecting
the big-government approach, our plan not
only would provide a needed prescription
drug benefit, it also would ensure continued
innovation and the development of lifesaving
drug therapies by American pharmaceutical
companies.

Today, America’s pharmaceutical indus-
try, which is being criticized in the current
debate, spends about $24 billion on the re-
search and development of more than 1,000

new medicines that could combat a wide
range of diseases. But that effort comes with
a cost—it takes 12 to 15 years and an average
of $500 million to bring each drug from the
laboratory to the market.

For every dollar that American pharma-
ceutical companies earn in drug sales, 20
cents is reinvested in developing newer, bet-
ter drugs. In many instances, American com-
panies invest the money and research time
in discovering medicines that Canada and
other countries then turn around and repro-
duce at a cost of a few pennies per pill. The
reality is that the Canadian system works
because of the free-market practices of the
United States and other nations.

America sets the global standard for cre-
ating new medicines. Let’s keep it that way,
so that all Americans and the rest of the
world can continue to reap the healthful ben-
efits of our home-grown ingenuity.

f

HONORING MIGUEL LAGUNA FOR
OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE
COMMUNITY

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 23, 2000

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that today I join people from the
Greater New Haven area, to pay tribute to one
of our most outstanding community members,
Miguel Laguna. Miguel will be retiring after a
twenty-six year career as the Executive Direc-
tor of Crossroads, Inc., a bilingual drug reha-
bilitation program.

Crossroads has been an invaluable asset to
area residents since its inception in 1973 and
Miguel has been the driving force behind its
success. Through his commitment, dedication,
and most importantly, compassion, Cross-
roads has grown from its original 25-bed ca-
pacity to its current capacity of 101. In only
twenty-five years, this is indeed a remarkable
achievement. With Miguel’s foresight and lead-
ership, Crossroads has continually met the
ever-changing needs of individuals seeking to
recover from chemical dependence. The de-
velopment of a women’s program, the even-
tual extension of services to pregnant and par-
enting women, and the addition of contracts
with the Department of Corrections and Office
of Alternative Sanctions has allowed Cross-
roads to reach out to our entire community.
Crossroads offers some of our most vulner-
able citizens the services and programs they
need to live happy, productive lives. Though
originally serving primarily Latino clients,
Crossroads now serves a culturally diverse
population, making a real difference in the
lives of hundreds of area residents.

Miguel has not only had a tremendous im-
pact on our community professionally, but in
his civic life as well. Throughout his time in
New Haven, he has served on a variety of
boards, commissions and task forces aimed at
enriching the lives of our children and families.
Whether as a police commissioner, a member
of the Mayor’s Task Force on AIDS, the Na-
tional Puerto Rican Coalition, or the Regional
Planning Committee for Mental Health, Miguel
has demonstrated a unique commitment to
public service. His unparalleled dedication is
reflected in the myriad of local, state, and na-
tional awards which have been presented to
him throughout his career.
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Tonight, friends, family, colleagues, and

community members will gather to salute the
many accomplishments of Miguel Laguna as
he retires from his position as Executive Direc-
tor of Crossroads. It is both an honor and a
privilege for me to extend my sincere thanks
and appreciation for his many contributions to
the City of New Haven and send my best
wishes for continued health and happiness as
he enjoys his retirement.
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REAUTHORIZATION OF THE NA-
TIONAL AND COMMUNITY SERV-
ICE AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2000

HON. SAM FARR
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 23, 2000

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘Vol-
unteerism,’’ as defined by the American Herit-
age Dictionary—‘‘To give or offer to give on
one’s own initiative.’’ The time has come for
Congress to recognize the lasting contribution
of volunteerism in America by passing the Na-
tional and Community Service Amendments
Act of 2000. This bill reauthorizes the national
service programs administered or funded by
the Corporation for National Service, including
AmeriCorps, AmeriCorps*VISTA, the National
Senior Service Corps, Learn and Serve Amer-
ica, and the Points of Light Foundation. These
public-private partnerships are transforming
our communities and successfully challenging
our citizenry to make something greater of
themselves.

As communities and as a nation we are
stronger and healthier because of the volun-
teers the Corporation for National Service pro-
vides. They tackle problems like illiteracy,
crime, and poverty while instilling a commit-
ment to public service in Americans of all
ages, in every community nationwide. Our so-
ciety works precisely because lots of folks are
out there are helping other folks in many dif-
ferent ways. In fact, we have a social contract
to help each other.

In this country, we have young people in
need of basic reading and writing skills, we
have teenagers in need of mentors and role
models, we have home-bound seniors in need
of food and companionship, we have families
in need of homes, and we have communities
in need of disaster assistance. Solutions to
these problems can best be found when indi-
viduals, families, and communities come to-
gether in service to their neighbors and fellow
citizens. We can make a difference, but volun-
teers are critical to finding these solutions and
touching these lives.

That’s where the Corporation for National
Service comes in. National Service volunteers
fill these needs by providing the essential peo-
ple power at the local level. In my own state
of California, we have more than 145,000 peo-
ple of all ages and backgrounds working in
289 national service projects. Nationwide,
more than 40,000 Americans served in
AmeriCorps in 1998–99, bringing the total
number of current and former members to
more than 100,000.

They have taught, tutored, and mentored
more than 2.6 million children, served 564,000
at-risk youth in after school programs, oper-
ated 40,500 safety patrols, rehabilitated
25,180 homes, aided more than 2.4 million

homeless individuals, and immunized 419,000
people. And, they have accomplished all this
while generating $1.66 in benefits for each
$1.00 spent.

Volunteers also have a profound impact on
the communities they work in by embodying
the values of public service for all. Studies
have found that people are more likely to vol-
unteer if they know someone who volunteers
regularly or were involved as a youth in an or-
ganization using volunteers. AmeriCorps mem-
bers generate an average of 12 additional vol-
unteers around the nation! Not only are they
helping our communities, they are setting an
example for others to follow.

It’s time we reclaimed the bipartisan tradi-
tion of support of national service that has
long been the hallmark of American politics.
Members of Congress now have a unique op-
portunity to separate policy from politics and
reach a bipartisan consensus on the value of
our national service programs. At this time of
great concern about the future of our youth,
it’s essential that as many as possible be
called upon to do something more challenging
and rewarding—service to their fellow citizens.
Support for the Corporation for National Serv-
ice will build a stronger nation and ensure a
brighter future for us all.
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HONORING MISS NOELLE SCHIL-
LER, DISTRICT WINNER OF
RESPECTEEN SPEAK FOR YOUR-
SELF AWARD

HON. JOHN E. SWEENEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 23, 2000

Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, today I honor
Miss Noelle Schiller, an outstanding young
student and District Winner of this year’s
RespecTeen Speak for Yourself Award.
RespecTeen’s program encouraged students
to write a letter to their Representative in Con-
gress. Miss Schiller is an eighth grade student
at Millbrook Junior/Senior High School in Up-
state New York. Her award-winning letter com-
passionately outlined the problem and detailed
her selfless action concerning homeless chil-
dren in our nation.

Miss Schiller’s letter described the way she
personally assisted homeless children in
America. Through a church sponsored pro-
gram, Noelle collected items which would be
of use to homeless children. Her words speak
best to the impact of these small gifts: ‘‘The
articles seemed like so little, but to these chil-
dren they mean so much.’’ As a member of
the United States House of Representatives
Housing and Community Opportunity Sub-
committee, I share Noelle’s desire to find safe
and affordable housing for all. I applaud her
leadership in this noble cause.

I commend Miss Schiller’s interest and en-
thusiasm in addressing one of this country’s
most serious issues. RespecTeen’s Speak for
Yourself program encourages students like
Noelle to learn more about America’s govern-
ment. The purpose of the letter writing project
was to learn more about our democratic sys-
tem of government and encourage young peo-
ple to interact with government officials. The
program obviously had a positive impact on
Noelle and provided her first hand experience
of our democratic process.

Noelle and her parents, Katherine and
James, reside in Salt Point, New York, within
the 22nd Congressional District. In honor of
her superior achievement, RespecTeen
awarded Miss Schiller a United States Savings
Bond. Noelle is an intelligent young student
who deserves high praise.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Noelle Schiller on her receipt of the
RespecTeen Speak for Yourself Award. Also,
please join me in wishing her the very best of
luck in all her future endeavors.
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REMEMBERING THE KOREAN WAR

HON. KAREN McCARTHY
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 23, 2000

Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
today I join my constituents in the Fifth District
of Missouri in remembrance and in commemo-
ration of the 50th anniversary of the Korean
war. On June 25, 1950 North Korea attacked
South Korea. An emergency session was
called by the United Nations Security Council
resulting in 22 nations joining forces in the first
United Nations initiative to preserve peace and
harmony. President Truman sent our troops to
Korea as part of that United Nations peace
keeping effort to preserve democracy and
repel communism.

This nation must always be cognizant of the
message stated on the 50th Anniversary Ko-
rean War Commemorative Flag ‘‘Freedom Is
Not Free’’. We welcome home every Korean
veteran and salute their valiant efforts on our
Nation’s behalf I rise today to remember and
honor the 54,268 United States military who
tied in the Korean conflict. We must never for-
get that 8,207 are missing in action, and only
3,450 returned of the 7,000 prisoners taken.

Let us pray for prisoners of war and those
missing in action. We must continue to seek
information about missing soldiers and provide
families with long awaited news and closure to
years of unanswered questions. This nation
must always remember and be appreciative of
our brave sons and daughters who answer the
call. Today our military stationed in South
Korea continue to stand ready and vigilant. I
salute them for their valiant service.

In January I had the opportunity to travel to
South Korea and visit the Korea Demilitarized
Zone. During my journey I learned a great
deal about the importance of a continued U.S.
role in the region. The trip was a very real re-
minder that peace and stability still elude us.

This month the world witnessed the first Ko-
rean Summit, a historical meeting for a region
divided since 1945. South Korea’s President
Kim Dae-jung traveled to North Korea and met
with Kim Jon 71, leader of North Korea. The
talks resulted in a signed agreement, initiating
steps for reunification. As the world watches
with cautious optimism we hope for a long-
term relationship that will bring peace and sta-
bility. While today Secretary of State Mad-
eleine Albright announced United States
troops will remain in South Korea indefinitely
despite the improved relations in the region,
we wait for the day when we can bring our
United States soldiers home to their families.

Thank you to all the Korean veterans, their
families and those who continue to serve.
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