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powered by alternative energy. We
need basic energy.

And I want to talk specifically to-
night about one. We hear about shale
oil. This is what it looks like: layers of
rock, and then there is a layer that has
hydrocarbons that are packed in much
like other oil that are in a solid piece
like this. This basically is the equiva-
lent of a gold nugget in the gold area
because you can see here it is a piece of
basically o0il that by heating tech-
nology, this turns into high grade oil.
We have 800 billion barrels of this. We
pump right now in the United States 20
million. We have 800 billion in just the
west Colorado, southwest Wyoming,
and Utah basin. This is not the Rocky
Mountains. It’s not by the Grand Te-
tons. It’s not by the Rocky Mountain
National Park. It’s in the big basin in
between the mountains because that’s
where you have the foliage and things
that are packed together to do this.

Now, you can do it in open-pit min-
ing like tar sands, and that’s what you
see a lot in the news. But the Mahog-
any Research Project that Shell Oil
has, and you can find it on the Internet
because they have now gone public for
a reason I will mention in a minute,
and Chevron have ways to do this in
the ground so you don’t have open-pit
mining. They’ve already extracted
enough in their pilot projects that we
were able to use it in our planes. We
don’t need oil at $120. Obviously at $40
it isn’t profitable. But in between there
we have a lot of room to work to get
this out of the ground.

The reason they have gone public, be-
cause they were nearing the point of a
larger scale project, the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate banned
shale o0il drilling. The project has
stopped cold. They have laid off the en-
gineers. Chevron and Shell have had to
stop. One project has gone ahead on the
open-pit mining. But the new stories in
Colorado—this is a huge debate right
now. Just about a month ago I went
out. They have now opened it so Mem-
bers of Congress can see it because
they were trying to keep this tech-
nology from each other and the dif-
ferent companies, but basically Shell
and Chevron have gone public with this
technology because they were about to
make it public. But we banned it, 800
billion barrels in the United States
that does not have open-pit mining,
that in the one experimental that they
did already, they have already done the
recovery of. It’s intense when they do
it, but down in the ground, they basi-
cally freeze the area around it, as you
can see in the Mahogany Project, and
get it out.

If we’re going to keep industry in
America, we have to come up with
American energy strategies. Do every-
thing, including shale oil.

——
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THE DEFICIT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
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uary 18, 2007, the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. SUTTON) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Ms. SUTTON. I am happy to be here
today. We are here with some of the
other Members of the freshman class,
the class of 2006, and I have heard some
folks on the other side of the aisle in
recent moments talk about the fact
that the American people deserve some
straight talk. We could not agree more.
And that is why we are here today, to
talk about some of the things that
aren’t being talked about quite as loud-
ly on the other side of the aisle.

Recently, earlier this week, the ad-
ministration released its final mid-ses-
sion review of the budget. The new
budget document showed a record def-
icit for 2009, confirming that in 8 years
this administration will have turned
the largest surpluses in history into
the largest deficits in history.

The dismal fiscal record is, unfortu-
nately, just one aspect of this adminis-
tration’s failed economic record. But is
that what the administration says to
the American people?

Now I just want us to take a moment
and look at some of the comments that
have been coming out, not only from
the administration, but from the other
side of the aisle in this body.

In November of 2007, President
George W. Bush, the administration,
said, ‘‘Sure, there’s some challenges
facing us, but the underpinnings of our
economy are strong, and we are a resil-
ient economy.”” And then, in December
of 2007, he said, ‘‘This economy is pret-
ty good. There’s definitely some storm
clouds and concerns, but the underpin-
ning is good.” And that was com-
plemented by the leader of the Repub-
licans here in the House, who said in
July of this year, July 21 of 2008,
““While the economy is slow, we are
still seeing growth, and frankly, I have
got to tell you, I am shocked.” And
then he said way back in October of
2006, Minority Leader BOEHNER, said as
follows, ‘“‘Today’s announcement by
President Bush confirms that the pro-
growth economic policies put in place
by Republicans are working as planned
to spur economic growth and reduce
the deficit.” That was JOHN BOEHNER,
October 11, 2006, Looking forward, try-
ing to suggest that the policies that
have been pursued by this administra-
tion have benefited the American peo-
ple.

Well, I am really glad that we have
this opportunity to have the American
people join us this evening to talk
about the real facts. And they are not
pleasant because it’s a sad fact about
some of the things that are happening
out there.

You know, these two, the administra-
tion, the President, and Minority Lead-
er BOEHNER, they are not the only peo-
ple out there telling the American peo-
ple that the economy is good. Not so
long ago, in the not the distant past,
we heard a top economic advisor to
Senator McCCAIN tell us that our prob-
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lems, our economic problems, they are
all in our head. In essence, he said that
we are suffering from a mental reces-
sion.

You know, he called our country a
Nation of whiners. Well, I have to tell
you guys that as a Congresswoman
from Ohio in the 13th District, that the
people I represent, they are not whin-
ers. They have, unfortunately, too
many of them, felt the painful con-
sequences of the failures of the last 8
years of this administration.

So I am grateful that you’re here to-
night to help us describe, and frankly,
the important thing is hold account-
able this administration for the fail-
ures that it is trying to disown.

The current administration, you all
will know, is going to leave this Nation
with the largest deficit in history. I'm
sure my colleagues here with me to-
night are going to talk about that. And
the debt has ballooned as well. The eco-
nomic growth has been, to give a com-
plimentary spin, has been anemic, and
thousands, thousands of jobs have been
lost, household incomes have fallen,
and the President’s fiscal policies have
imposed an amazingly heavy debt bur-
den on America’s families.

You know, I'd like to yield at this
time to the distinguished gentleman
here tonight, Representative PETER
WELCH from Vermont, who has been a
tremendous agent of change in this
body, and I look forward to seeing what
this gentleman is going to be able to
do, because it’s going to be a lot when
we have more to work with in the next
administration.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. I thank my
friend, Representative SUTTON. This
evening gives us an opportunity to
take account, to look at the record,
and reveal it to the American people.
We are in a season close to an election,
where the American people are going
to have to make a decision, and it’s
going to be an extraordinarily con-
sequential decision. In the fog of a
campaign, there’s an awful lot of rhet-
oric back and forth, where those who
have not done much try to conceal it
with claims that they did, and try to
shoot down the progress that has been
made.

Now we all know that when we get
going, and we are going to solve our
problems, it’s going to have to be
working together. We have been doing
our best to do that. But what we have
to do tonight is lay out what the record
has been.

What I want to talk about briefly are
two areas; one is deficit, to continue
what my friend, Representative SUT-
TON was talking about, and the other is
on Iraq. The reason I want to talk
about them specifically is because it is
important for the American people to
know what they can expect from our
friends on the other side who have a
clear record, and it is one that they are
accountable for, but it has to be one
that Americans are aware of.

On deficits, taking up on what you
said, let me just read some quotes from
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members of the administration to re-
mind the American people of what was
promised, and then lay out some facts
about what actually was done.

“Our budget will run a deficit that
will be small and short term.” George
Bush, in January of 2003. ‘“We can pro-
ceed with tax relief without fear of
budget deficits even if the economy
softens. Projections for the surplus in
my budget are cautious and conserv-
ative.”” George Bush, March 27, 2001.

“We are holding down government
spending and reforming government,
and the good news is the deficit is com-
ing down.” OMB Director Jim Nussle,
June 22, 2006. ‘I don’t like deficits, I
don’t want deficits, and I won’t pretend
deficits don’t matter.” OMB Director
Jim Nussle, March 12, 2003.

“Today’s announcement by President
Bush confirms that the pro-growth eco-
nomic policies put in place by Repub-
licans are working as planned to spur
economic growth and reduce the def-
icit. Republicans are meeting our com-
mitments to the American taxpayers
by exercising fiscal restraint in pro-
moting economic policies this create
jobs, all efforts which have produced a
strong economy that is working to
drive down and eventually eliminate
our deficit.”” JOHN BOEHNER, October 11,
2006.

What are the facts? That is the rhet-
oric. What are the facts? President
Bush and congressional Republicans,
his allies, have turned a projected 10-
year, 10-year surplus of $5.6 trillion
into a projected 10-year deficit of $3.4
trillion. That is a swing of $9 trillion in
one Presidency. When President Bush
took office, there was a projected sur-
plus of $710 billion for fiscal year 2009.

President Bush’s budget will create a
$407 billion deficit for fiscal year 2009.
That is a swing of over $1 trillion.

Under the Bush administration, Re-
publicans created the five largest—one,
two, three, four, five—five largest
budget deficits in American history,
$378 billion, $413 billion, $318 billion,
$407 billion, and $438 billion now pro-
jected.

The first 42 Presidents, the first 42
American President’s, borrowed a total
of $1 trillion. That was during wars, by
the way; World War I, World War II,
the Korean conflict, Vietnam, com-
bined. That is the total amount bor-
rowed from foreign governments and fi-
nancial institutions.

In the 7% years of the Bush Presi-
dency, President Bush has borrowed
more than $1.6 trillion. He borrowed
more in 7% years than 42 Presidents
did in over 100 years of our history.

When President Bush took office, we
had a national debt that was $5.7 tril-
lion. During his administration, that
has nearly doubled, and will reach $10.3
trillion by the end of fiscal year 2009.

This administration has presided
over a fiscal train wreck, and it is cre-
ating obviously a deep hole that we
have to climb out of, the American
people have to climb out of, and it’s a
record of rhetoric of rosy fiscal sce-
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narios with reckless policies that have
caused, in a short time, 7% years, the
greatest explosion in the debt of the
United States government, which be-
longs to you and me and the genera-
tions that will come after us, that we
are going to have to repay, and it will
take generations to do.

I will yield back my time to the
gentlelady from Ohio.

Ms. SUTTON. That is an amazing
record; not a good one, but it’s an
amazing record. It’s important that we
do share this with the American people
because we need to know where we
stand. What we also know that this
isn’t the end of the story. We know it
doesn’t have to be this way. We can
make a change. We must make a
change.

I know that our next speaker, and we
have been joined by Dr. STEVEN KAGEN,
the Congressman from Wisconsin. I'd
like to throw it over to you. I know
you have got some valuable insight to
add.

Mr. KAGEN. Thank you very much
for yielding. I must say that Mr. WELCH
has explained it quite clearly. If I could
put it in just different words that I un-
derstand. Back home in Wisconsin, we
speak a little different that you all do
in Vermont.

We would say it this way. President
Bush has done all by himself, all by
himself, what the Germans and Japa-
nese could not do in World War II. He
has destroyed this country and every-
thing, everything that he said he was,
he is not. He is the opposite. He is not
conservative, he wasn’t compassionate.
You cannot call it compassionate when
the President and the Washington, DC,
Republicans produce collateral damage
like the family picture I show you
here.

Now this could be Kimberly, Wis-
consin, it could be West Palm Beach,
Florida, it could be Denver, Colorado,
it could be anywhere in Ohio, where a
family has been dispossessed of their
job and their hopes and their dreams.
This is a hardworking family. This is
the Wendel family. Don and his wife
Ann. He worked at a paper mill for 30
yvears. And because of our trade deals
that remain unenforced, unbalanced,
and unfair, the Chinese paper that
came into our domestic marketplace
cut off the business opportunity for the
Kimberly mill. I am talking about
Kimberly-Clark, where it came from,
in Kimberly, Wisconsin.

He lost his job. He lost his hope and
his future. And he has to ask this es-
sential question, as do every single
voter this fall, every American right
now has to ask themselves this ques-
tion: Whose side are we on?

We are on the side of the Wendel fam-
ily, whose been dispossessed. This is a
picture of the middle class. And this is
what I would call collateral damage.
We are in an economic battle, an eco-
nomic war. We have to get our act to-
gether, not just here in the House, but
in the Senate and in the White House.
We have to work together and have
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judgment, good judgment lead the way.
It was poor judgment, after all, that
took us into war, based on lies and de-
ceptions, and it was poor economic de-
cisions by this administration that led
to the policy of borrow and spend and
borrow and spend. I don’t have to re-
mind any of my colleagues what the
first two letters are of borrow and
spend.

We have got to this point in time. It
may be dark. The lights aren’t out yet.
We have some ideas, we have got the
energy, and we are on your side. We are
here to help lead us to a brighter fu-
ture.

I yield back my time.

Ms. SUTTON. I thank the gentleman
for his very poignant remarks. There’s
a question that has to be answered
also, and that question is: How many
more families? How many more fami-
lies have to fall out of the middle class,
lose their jobs, their hopes, their
dreams before we change direction. But
the good news is the opportunity for
change is on the horizon.

At this point, I'd like to shift it over
to my good friend from Florida, a very
distinguished Member of this body, a
new Member who came in charging, has
already started to deliver change, and I
know is raring to deliver more in the
next administration, Congressman RON
KLEIN.

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. I'd like to
thank the gentlewoman from Ohio and
all my colleague here tonight. I'm
going to carry this conversation a lit-
tle further about fiscal discipline be-
cause all of us elected last year, Demo-
crats and, interestingly enough, Repub-
licans, have supported fiscal discipline,
but got way off track over the last 10
years. It’s now the Democrats, many of
us, who are sort of leading the fight.
We are the fiscal hawks. We are the
ones saying this is totally unaccept-
able for all the reasons you heard to-
night.

I think the gentleman from Vermont
already mentioned this, but it’s worth
restating. The Bush administration is
responsible for the five biggest deficits,
and that total is a staggering amount.
But I want to just take that one step
further because this is the Kkind of
change that we are going to deliver.

Given the opportunities over the next
couple of years, hopefully in a bipar-
tisan way, that is the way we get
things done here, but looking at this
figure here, this is a chart that says:
Taxpayer spending on Iraq war versus
Federal spending on other priorities.
This is for last year, fiscal year. It has
the cost of the Iraq war, $150 billion.
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The cost of NIH funding, that is all
the research that government does, all
the research on cancer and heart dis-
ease and Alzheimer’s, all the things
that afflict our families and our com-
munities, it is a substantial amount of
money. But that figure, plus all the
college tuition assistance, everything
we do to try to make sure that kids get
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into school and get a college education,
which we know is so important in the
world economy, plus the cost of all the
children’s health care we provide in the
United States, and all the cost of all
the bridge repairs and road building
and all the things that go on in every
single one of our communities, sewers,
roads, bridges, all those Kkinds of
things, if you take the cost of roads
and bridges, the cost of research, the
cost of all the college tuition and the
cost of all the health care, that total
sum is less than what we spent on the
Iraq war.

Now, we debated at length whether
the Iraq war is a good war or not or has
accomplished a lot. I personally be-
lieve, and I serve on the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, that, unfortunately,
the real threat against our national se-
curity is in Afghanistan. And it still
boggles my mind and most Americans
that Osama bin Laden, who committed
the worst crime against Americans in
our history in the United States, is
still free somewhere in the world perpe-
trating additional threats against the
United States through al Qaeda.

The problem, of course, is that he
and others most likely are in Afghani-
stan and Pakistan, the mountain areas
there. Unfortunately, we took our eye
off the ball. But let’s put that issue
aside. Hopefully we will be able to deal
with that in the near future with the
next President.

Let’s just talk about, we have spent
$650 billion. I want everybody to re-
member this number, that is $339 mil-
lion we are spending each day on the
war in Iraq, $339 million per day. Let’s
think about what we could do with
that money. I mean, we could have a
debate at length here, and I am sure
everybody listening tonight on the
floor and throughout our country
would have lots of good ideas that are
legitimate priorities for our country.
Yet we are spending that amount of
money.

Now, is there an answer that the
Democrats have put forward? You bet
there is. What was this war sold to us
on in terms of how it was going to be
paid for? Oil revenues. Iraq sits on the
third largest oil revenues and reserves
of oil in the world; $80 billion, it is re-
ported, in banks, some of which is in
New York. Eighty billion dollars. That
money was supposed to pay for the cost
of reconstruction of Iraq, the cost of
our military fuel and the cost also of
the retraining of the military in Iraq,
our military training their military.
All legitimate things. Yet what has
happened? President Bush has refused,
the Republicans have refused to do
that.

Now, I introduced a bill, H.R. 1111.
H.R. 1111. I said it is number one, put
Americans first. I think most Ameri-
cans would agree with that. Let’s take
the money that Iraq has, it is $80 bil-
lion, and let them pay for the cost of
their reconstruction, the cost of our
men and women training their mili-
tary, and our fuel costs. That is com-
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mon sense. That is what we were told
in the beginning. They have got the
money.

Let’s get on with it. That is how we
can start putting Americans first and
all the priorities that are so important
to fixing our economy, getting jobs cre-
ated, getting an educational system,
getting health care put back together,
Social Security, Medicare, all the pri-
orities that make America strong on
the inside first.

So I think that is a very important
point, and we finally got a little bit of
discussion on this. But the reality is
this is the kind of leadership we are of-
fering and we are providing.

Mr. PERLMUTTER. If the gentleman
would yield, I thank my friend from
Florida for yielding, because as to the
very point you just raised, until March
27, 2003, former Deputy Defense Sec-
retary Paul Wolfowitz said this. You
were talking about Iraq paying for its
own reconstruction and the costs at-
tendant to this war, which is running
us anywhere between $2.5 and $3 billion
a week, which we could use in any myr-
iad of ways.

He said back on that date, ‘“There is
a lot of money to pay for this that
doesn’t have to be U.S. taxpayer
money, and it starts with the assets of
the Iraqi people. We are dealing with a
country that can really finance its own
reconstruction, and relatively soon.”
And Don Rumsfeld said that ‘‘rel-
atively soon’ could be 6 days, 6 weeks,
he doubted 6 months.

Well, we have been there now more
than 5 years, longer than it took for us
to win World War II. And what we
have, and I would like to point out the
chart that is next to me, is we have a
problem that has been created by the
Bush administration, and Senator
McCAIN would like to perpetuate.

So we have the Bush-McCain policies,
the Bush-McCain policies being let’s
stay in Iraq. They don’t have to pay for
anything. Senator MCCAIN said it
might have to be 100 years. And at the
same time, cutting our revenues to this
government, so we run up the highest
deficits on record. Under Ronald
Reagan, under the first George Bush,
we had big deficits, a surplus under Bill
Clinton and the fiscal policies of the
Democrats, and then a gigantic deficit
under George Bush II.

What we need, ladies and gentlemen,
what I say to my friends, both the
Democrats and to the Republicans, is
we have to have a change. We cannot
have these same old, tired policies. If
we have the same old, tired policies
with respect to our foreign affairs, such
as we are not going to charge the Iraqis
for their reconstruction or we are
never going to let them take their own
destiny into their hands, we are going
to have these same old costs and same
old losses of life to Americans who
have been in Iraq now for more than 5
years.

If we have the same old economic
policies, which is what Senator MCCAIN
would like to have, it is just more
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Bush-McCain policies. We are going to
run the deficit to levels we have never
seen before, which then have resulted
in foreclosures and a whole variety of
things, foreclosures, job losses, et
cetera.

We have to have a change. That
change will come in this election on
November 4th. We started this change
in 2006 with the election of a Demo-
cratic Congress. We have been able to
provide minimum wage increases to
people. We have changed, for instance,
the cost of student loans, so that more
people can take advantage of our high-
er education system. Democrats took
on the pharmaceuticals, so that more
people can have lower priced pharma-
ceuticals. We have increased veterans
benefits more in the last year than at
any other time in the 70-plus year his-
tory of the Veterans Administration.
This has happened under Democrats.

It is not the same old, failed policies
that the Bush administration has had
for the last 8 years or that the McCain
campaign wants to perpetuate. We need
a change, and that change will come
with the election of a new President,
and that President is going to be Sen-
ator BARACK OBAMA, and it is going to
continue by the Democrats maintain-
ing a majority in this House. We can-
not have more of the same.

There is real opportunity out there
for this country. And we heard a little
bit today from the Republicans about
drill here, drill now. They want to go
with the same old, tired energy policy,
which just is only oil and gas and just
drilling here and drilling now. I don’t
know exactly what they mean by drill
here and drill now.

We had a very interesting story
about an ethics scandal within the In-
terior Department, where some mem-
bers of the Bush administration’s Inte-
rior Department, who are supposed to
be the watchdogs over the oil and gas
companies who are supposed to pay
royalties to this country for all of the
minerals that they extract from the
country. It said, ‘“‘Investigators from
the Interior Department’s Inspector
General’s Office,” this is in the Wash-
ington Post today, it said, ‘“‘More than
a dozen employees, including the
former director of the Oil Royalty Pro-
gram, accepted gifts, including ski
trips, sports tickets and golf outings.”
The report alleges that the former di-
rector netted more than $30,000.

There was also the fact, they said,
““the government officials accepted lav-
ish gifts, steered contracts to favored
firms, and engaged in illicit sex with
employees of the oil companies, Fed-
eral investigators reported today.”

So that is the same old thing. We are
so hooked on just one commodity,
which is oil, which obviously is going
to be part of our energy package no
matter what. We are going to drill. We
are drilling. We are trying to extract
this. But we have to have a comprehen-
sive energy plan, which is what the
Democrats are proposing and we will
propose within the next couple of
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weeks, which includes renewable en-
ergy, it includes coal, it includes en-
ergy efficiency.

Those are the kinds of things that
will provide thousands and thousands
and thousands of jobs in Colorado and
in the manufacturing areas of Ohio.
That is the kind of forward looking, in-
novative approach that we have to
take. That is what BARACK OBAMA is
going to do. We are not going to have
the same old, tired policies exemplified
by the Bush administration that JOHN
McCAIN wants to keep going.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. If the
gentleman would yield?

Mr. PERLMUTTER. The gentleman
would certainly yield to my friend
from Connecticut.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Thank
you very much, my friend from Colo-
rado. I am glad you brought up this
issue that has come up today. Really
you couldn’t write this. You couldn’t
make a movie that was more salacious
than the details that are being un-
veiled today in an article you ref-
erenced from the Washington Post re-
garding not only, it appears, monetary
favors, gifts, meals, trips, but sex and
drugs. This is a Hollywood blockbuster
that is being unveiled here, and it is all
on our dime.

What you are saying here is certainly
relevant to the question of how we are
running our energy policy in this coun-
try, that we have an administration
that is so cozy to the energy industry
that it is not just leases that are being
negotiated, but apparently it is drugs
and sexual favors being negotiated.

But what we are dealing with really
here, Mr. PERLMUTTER, is a government
run amuck. This is, I think, sympto-
matic of a much larger problem. We
are talking here about the economic
disaster that this administration has
wrought, and you can calculate that in
so many different ways: wages flat
while GDP goes up; deficits running
into the trillions of dollars.

But what we also have seen is an ad-
ministration that just can’t run gov-
ernment any longer. They are wasting
our taxpayer dollars. Now, they also
happen to be wasting all of the money
that they are borrowing from foreign
banks, but we are wasting a lot of our
money too.

It is incredibly relevant that we are
here trying to expose the economic dis-
aster that the Bush administration has
left us with that we are going to
change with the new administration. It
is relevant that we are also talking
about this new revelation.

You have mentioned some of the de-
tails, but what we found in the Interior
Department is what investigators call
a ‘“‘culture of substance abuse and
promiscuity.” Nineteen oil marketers
and other employers in the office are
accused of having personal and some-
times sexual relationships with rep-
resentatives of a group of favorite oil
and gas companies from 2002 to 2006.
Mr. Speaker, this is from the Wash-
ington Post story today.
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This is what this government has left
us with, an economy that is suffering,
deficits that are rising, and a govern-
ment that just doesn’t work any
longer, whether it is the misuse of our
funds in Iraq. We discovered in the
Government Oversight Committee that
Mr. WELCH and I serve on that $9 bil-
lion was wasted, unaccounted for at
the beginning of the war, sometimes
thrown out of pickup trucks in duffel
bags and never, ever seen again. Or
whether it is our response to Katrina
and Rita, in which we left thousands,
tens of thousands of residents helpless
and hopeless. And now today we find
that we have unbelievably inappro-
priate relationships between the gov-
ernment and the oil and gas companies
seeking to lease our lands.

This is an economy that is in trouble
because of the policies of this adminis-
tration. This is a government which
has simply fallen apart at the seams
because of mismanagement. And it all
speaks to the change we so desperately
need. No more of the same.

JOHN MCcCAIN’s campaign, as we
know, is run by the same crowd of lob-
byists who have run the Bush adminis-
tration for the last 8 years. We need a
real change. This Congress with Demo-
crats in charge has started it, but it
comes to a completion this November.
All of it stops, the mismanagement of
this war, the disastrous response to
natural disasters and these new revela-
tions about the corruption still en-
demic in our government.

Ms. SUTTON, it can all change this
November.

Ms. SUTTON. I thank the gentleman
for his remarks and for his forward
looking hopefulness. And I think that
you are exactly right. Both of the gen-
tlemen have done a great job in laying
out sort of where we are, where we
have been and where we can go.

To that end, we do want the Amer-
ican people to take heart. We look at
this chart, and this is an important
chart to me because it talks about ob-
viously the job growth that occurred
under President Bill Clinton, and it
also talks about the disastrous job
losses that, unfortunately, we have suf-
fered through this administration.

As the gentleman from Connecticut
pointed out, we need a government
that works. We need a government that
works in economic policy and foreign
policy and energy policy. We need a
government that understands and is re-
sponsive to the cries of the people.
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We have people who are suffering. We
have working families who no longer
can put food on the table. We’re filling
up the food pantry lines. We’re having
to put more money into our food banks
because we need to feed more hungry
people. The good news is we're feeding
more hungry people. The bad news is
there are more hungry people and peo-
ple in poverty in this country. The
good news, though, about this chart is
that it can change. It can change. We
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saw the job growth explode under the
former administration, the Clinton ad-
ministration. So there is hope for the
future.

Part of that, though, is going to
revolve around getting a President who
understands that the economic policies
that we’ve been operating under need
to change. The gentleman from Colo-
rado put it very well when he said we
need to get away from the same old,
tired policies, the same old, tired path.
We have trade policies that are ship-
ping jobs overseas.

We heard the gentleman from Wis-
consin talking about the beautiful fam-
ily that is now in dire straits because
of the paper company that has closed,
the paper mill. Well, do you know
what? The paper mills are starting to
close, and they’re closing in the wake
of the steel mills that have closed, and
the steel mills have closed because
there were unfair tactics being used by
the Chinese, for the most part, in
dumping steel into this country, and
we couldn’t compete because you can’t
always compete with people who are
willing to cheat. It wasn’t through any
fault of our own or through that of the
workers who worked so hard and pro-
ductively in this country, but it
worked so well for those who benefited
from it in foreign countries with steel
that now they do it with paper. It prob-
ably won’t end with paper, so we need
somebody who understands the need to
reform, to make the government work,
to make sure that when we have trade
policies that they don’t work against
us. They can work with us and with our
workers and with our country and with
our industries and with our businesses
here.

The good news is there is hope, but it
is important that people know where
we begin because change is so nec-
essary. The same old, tired policies,
they won’t take us where we want to
go. They’ll take us further down the
path where we find ourselves today.

Mr. WELCH, do you have anything to
add at this point?

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Well, I do
have something to add. I just want to
go back to the question of Foreign Af-
fairs and the war in Iraq, and I want to
do what I did the last time when I was
talking about the debt, which is to lay
out some of the explicit statements
and promises that the administration
made about this war and then lay out
what the specific results have been. It’s
important. It’s vitally important that
the people of this country compare
promises to results. This war, in my
view, has been a catastrophe, but here
is what top officials in the Bush admin-
istration said:

‘It is unknowable how long that con-
flict [the war in Iraq] will last. It could
last 6 days, 6 weeks, I doubt 6 months,”’
Donald Rumsfeld, February 2003, a
month before the war.

“There’s a lot of money to pay for
this that doesn’t have to be U.S. tax-
payer money, and it starts with the as-
sets of the Iraqi people. We’re dealing
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with a country that can really finance
its own reconstruction and relatively
soon,” Paul Wolfowitz, former Deputy
Defense Secretary, March of 2003.

Of course, our friend from Florida
has outlined the truth that the Iraqi
money is in U.S. banks. Treasury
money is going over to Iraq to finance
things.

“My belief is we will, in fact, be
greeted as liberators,” Vice President
Dick CHENEY. How bright he was, yes.
March 16, 2003.

“It’s hard to conceive that it would
take more forces to provide stability in
post-Saddam Iraq than it would to take
to conduct the war, itself, and to se-
cure the surrender of Saddam’s secu-
rity forces and his army. Hard to imag-
ine,” Deputy Defense Secretary Paul
Wolfowitz.

“I don’t know where bin Laden is. I
have no idea and really don’t care. It’s
not that important. It’s not our pri-
ority,” President George Bush, Com-
mander in Chief, March 2002.

“If we’re an arrogant Nation, they’ll
resent us. If we’re a humble Nation but
strong, they’ll welcome us [in Iraq],”
George Bush.

We know the facts. The war in Iraq
has now lasted longer than the U.S. in-
volvement in World War II. Four thou-
sand one hundred fifty-five Americans
have been killed in Iraq, and more than
30,000 troops have been wounded as of
September 7 of this year. No weapons
of mass destruction were ever found.
That was the whole pretext that
George Bush used to justify this war.

More than $600 billion has been spent,
none of it on the books incidentally, all
on the credit card. Some projections
estimate that the war, when all of the
expenses are paid, including what we
have to pay to provide health care to
our seriously injured soldiers, will ex-
ceed $3 trillion.

The Iraqi Government has now forced
the Bush administration to accept
something that many of us have been
arguing for four years, a timetable. It
took the President of Iraq to force the
President of the United States to get
real and to understand that what we
can expect of the American taxpayer
and what we can expect of the Amer-
ican soldier has its limits and that it’s
time to start asking the Iraqis to step
up and to take on the burden of their
own future.

America’s military is stretched thin.
There is just no dispute about this. It
weakens our ability to respond to other
threats. The chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, Michael Mullen, has
stressed that the need for more troops
in Afghanistan is great, but due to the
war in Iraq, they’re not available. The
Bush administration has grossly ne-
glected Afghanistan and has failed to
acknowledge that that is a major
threat.

These are promises, the cavalier dis-
regard for the hidden consequences, the
consequences beyond your control
when you embark on a war, on a
thoughtless war, and disregard the
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need to build up alliances like George
Bush’s father did in the first Gulf war,
and you cavalierly go off with prom-
ises, reckless promises, irresponsible
promises by people in positions of great
trust. The greatest trust that they
have is that they have a duty to use
due deliberation in the protection of
the lives of the American people and of
the American soldiers. They have to
use due deliberation, careful thought,
responsible analysis in committing
American power abroad and in commit-
ting the lives of our soldiers abroad.
They cavalierly made predictions. Vice
President CHENEY will go down in his-
tory as just having been totally out of
touch.

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Would the gen-
tleman from Vermont just yield for 30
seconds?

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. I will yield,
yes.

Mr. PERLMUTTER. In your litany of
things where they made promises,
made promises, made promises, none of
them turned out to be accurate or true.

One of them that just still boggles
my mind is, just a few weeks after the
invasion into Iraq, George Bush was on
that aircraft carrier, saying, ‘‘Mission
accomplished.” JOHN MCCAIN was say-
ing, ‘‘Mission accomplished.”” All of
these guys were saying, ‘‘Mission ac-
complished.” We are now 5-years plus
since that time.

Now, our men and our women have
been doing an unbelievable job. Ini-
tially, their equipment was not proper.
Their vehicles weren’t built in a way
that was safe. We’ve changed that.
We’ve helped them because they’ve
done a job that has been above and be-
yond the call of duty, but it’s the Com-
mander in Chief and the judgment of
the Commander in Chief who is in place
today that we have to question, his
judgment and the judgment of whom
we want to be Commander in Chief.

Who has the right judgment? Who
can really take our reputation from
what’s now down in the gutter inter-
nationally and raise it back up? Who
has the judgment to get this country
working again? Who has the judgment
and the energy and the ability to renew
the strength of this country, to call on
all of us to make the sacrifices and to
meet the challenges that we’ve got
ahead of us that we know will lead us
back to the great Nation that we are
and to the great people that we are?

It’s not the same old administration.
It’s not the same old people. It’s not
the Karl Roves of the world. We’re
going to have to finish this change be-
cause we can do much better than
we’ve done.

So, with that, I'll yield to my friend
from Wisconsin.

Mr. KAGEN. Thank you, Mr.
PERLMUTTER. I couldn’t agree with you
more. It really begs the question about
not just whose side we’re on, but what
are the lessons that we’ve been learn-
ing.

I have not been in politics. I was in
student council in 1966, and now I'm in
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Congress. I was a physician. Still am. I
had a nice medical practice, but I got
involved in this line of work because
we were headed in that wrong direction
we’ve been describing. We have taken
since 2007 in January a positive change.
We’ve been making incremental, small,
little changes. It is so frustrating hav-
ing come from the world of business to
the world of government where changes
are so slow, but it’s so necessary. One
would think that the President took
office to prove what government could
not do, and it’s really incumbent upon
us to prove that good government
could really make a positive difference
in everybody’s lives.

The two lessons I've learned since
getting into this world of politics is
that people will believe a lie if it’s pre-
sented with great skill on television.
People will believe a lie if it’s pre-
sented over and over with great skill.
The other lie is that—well, it’s not
really a lie. It’s a lesson. Politicians
will determine who lives and who dies.
It’s politicians here in this Chamber.
It’s politicians in the White House who
will determine who has access to
health care and who does not, who will
determine who gets a great education
and who does not, who will determine
whether or not we truly become an en-
ergy independent Nation or if we do
not or who will determine if we ever go
to war again based on lies and decep-
tions.

That is why I emphasize the fact that
we need in the White House today peo-
ple with good judgment, people who
can think things all the way through,
someone who will sign a bill to guar-
antee access to 11 million children who
are in need, someone who will sign that
bill, not veto that bill. I'm referring to
the change, to the positive change,
that we really need.

When you talk, Mr. WELCH, about the
war in Iraq, does anyone question that
that war was a war of choice, not of ne-
cessity? Does anyone believe that it
had not something to do with oil? Has
the price of oil gone down since we’ve
occupied and have invaded Iraq? Not at
all. Quite the contrary.

So what we have to do in this Cham-
ber is to begin to find a way forward to
become fiscally responsible and to stay
true to our beliefs that we are also pro-
gressive-minded and that we really do
care about the middle class. We need to
resuscitate that middle class as soon as
possible. In the next several days, that
is why we are going to take up an en-
ergy independence bill, a comprehen-
sive national strategy to become en-
ergy independent once again. That’s
what this Chamber has the responsi-
bility of doing in a bipartisan way, and
I look forward to doing that in the next
several days.

Thank you, Mr. WELCH, for bringing
up the subject of war.

Again, as Mr. PERLMUTTER pointed
out, it is our soldiers, the men and
women who have volunteered to serve
in our Armed Services, who are paying
the price for our continued and seem-
ingly endless occupation in Iraq. Those
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are the soldiers who have covered our
backs in battle, and we owe it to them
to cover their backs when they return.

I yield to Mr. KLEIN from Florida.

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Thank you to
the gentleman from Wisconsin.

Just to pick up on your point on our
men and women serving and our vet-
erans, I'm from Florida. Every one of
us in our districts has a huge number
of veterans—some from World War II,
some from the Korean war, some from
Vietnam. Many of our Vietnam vet-
erans today are hurting. Whether it’s
Agent Orange or just age, itself, it has
really begun to impact them. Now
we’re creating a new generation of an
upwards of 2 million new veterans. We
don’t want to create that next genera-
tion of homeless. We know there are
huge post-traumatic stress issues asso-
ciated with it, but I'm particularly
proud in working with our local vet-
erans’ organizations and national vet-
erans’ organizations which gave our
leaders the recommendations of what
they need in order to eliminate the
backlog, to make sure that the care
was in place for evaluations of post-
traumatic stress or to recognize that,
of the many men and women coming
home today, back in the Vietnam war,
they wouldn’t have lived with their
damage and with their injuries. That’s
right. Today, they’re coming home,
and we have a responsibility. I say this
and people understand. Americans un-
derstand. We stand up for our men and
women who put the uniform on. That’s
something we feel very strongly about,
but we have to recognize that we will
have to provide for them for the rest of
their lives and that we will have to
support their families as well. That
new GI Bill is key. It was the right
thing to do. For many of the people
who don’t even know this, it even al-
lows the balance of those benefits to go
to the spouse and to the children. Isn’t
that the right thing to do for the fami-
lies?

Mr. KAGEN. Yes.

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. I mean that’s
the ‘“‘thank you” that Americans want
to give the men and women who serve
us, but when we are asked to serve in
our military, we need to make sure it
is the right place and the right time
and for our national security interests,
which is, unfortunately, what went
wrong.

The gentlewoman from Ohio, you
have led the fight in this Congress on
jobs. I’'m from Ohio originally. You and
I talk about that. I grew up in Cleve-
land. Now, as a Floridian, I know we
have a different set of economic issues
in Florida, but they’re very similar in
terms of jobs being lost overseas. I
want to point this board out real fast
here because it talks about jobs cre-
ated through August in President Clin-
ton’s years.

There were 1.47 million jobs created
under President Clinton. In President
Bush’s 8 years——

Mr. KAGEN. In 8 months.

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Excuse me. In
8 months. Thank you. In these last 8
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months, 605,000 jobs were lost under
this administration. You’ll hear in the
Presidential election on the Repub-
lican side the same thing again and
again and again, the same economic
plan. It’s an old plan. It’s not getting
us anywhere.

I just want to point this out because
we can do better. It’s one of those areas
again. This Congress has already done
a number of things, I think, that are
very positive. We’ve passed the biggest
increase in the Pell Grants in years.
For those who aren’t familiar with Pell
Grants, it’s those scholarships for
great students to get into college. The
kids in our communities want to get
those great college educations. There
are Pell Grants and other types of fi-
nancial incentives for kids to get into
schools.

We recognize foreclosures are a big
problem in many of our communities.
My district in Fort Lauderdale has a
huge number of foreclosures. It’s not
just the individual person who is fore-
closed on; it’s the neighbors who are
impacted, and it’s the depression on
the value of homes, and it’s the com-
munities that are impacted and all of
the things that go with it.
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And we passed something that the
Congresses in the past should have
done in the last few years to prevent
this from ever happening in the first
place. We actually did some things now
to help get people back on their feet
and fix that.

But look what happened last week
again. Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac,
another multi billion dollar bailout.
And why are they doing this? Well,
they have to do it is what we’re told.

But the bottom line is again, a leg-
acy of very, very bad economic plan-
ning, very bad policies that this admin-
istration and previous Congresses were
not able to do anything or had no will
to do anything about.

The bottom line is, though, we are a
resilient people as Americans. We have
a resilient economy, and we will get be-
yond there.

So I'm all for the education part; I'm
all for the job training part, our com-
munity colleges, our universities, our
scholarships, the job training, the skill
sets to get everybody back to work and
the recognition that if we are going to
do some economic stimulus thing, let’s
get our infrastructure, let’s go out
there in the community.

Mr. KAGEN. Would the gentleman
yield? Thank you for yielding.

On that front, the single greatest fis-
cal economic challenge we are going to
be facing is a health care crisis. It is
the number one fiscal challenge for our
budget in the Federal Government. It’s
also the major challenge of every busi-
ness, be it small or large business. It
also challenges city governments,
whether it’s a town or a county govern-
ment and every family across America.
And that is why I believe we have to
begin to have a discussion about mak-

September 10, 2008

ing a marriage between our Constitu-
tion and health care.

Now, if you read the Constitution, as
I have, it doesn’t say anywhere in here
that we have a constitutional right to
health care. But we do have a right
that protects us against discrimina-
tion. We have to apply that right that
guarantees us protection from dis-
crimination to health care, to the
health care industry, so that all insur-
ance companies will lose their oppor-
tunity to discriminate against you on
the basis of a pre-existing condition. If
we don’t stand up for our rights, we're
going to lose them, every single one of
them, every single one of them.

So I look forward in this session and
the next, working with a President who
understands that discrimination is tak-
ing place today in the health care in-
dustry. We must end discrimination
and put it where it belongs, into our

past.
Mr. PERLMUTTER.
Mr. PERLMUTTER. I thank my

friend from Wisconsin. I’'m going to
take a step back from the health care,
talk about the GSEs, the Government
Sponsored Entities, the Federal Na-
tional Mortgage Association and the
Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corpora-
tion, which were, in effect, taken over,
placed into conservatorship.

And sometimes I charge my friends
on the Republican side of the aisle with
not doing what needed to be done. But
in this instance they did, back in 2005,
pass legislation that would have pre-
vented, or at least somehow dealt with
these GSE problems, this takeover that
we had to have in the last few days.

And it was Mr. Oxley who was the
chairman of the committee at the
time. There was a piece of legislation
passed. He was an Ohio Republican who
headed the House Financial Services,
this is from the Financial Times of yes-
terday, until his retirement at the mid
term elections last year. Blames the
mess, meaning the takeover of Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac, on ideologues
within the White House, as well as
Alan Greenspan, former chairman of
the Federal Reserve. He says, he fumes
about the criticism of his House col-
leagues. All the hand wringing and bed
wetting is going on without remem-
bering how the House stepped up on
this. He continues, ‘“What did we get
from the White House? We got a one-
finger salute.”

He finishes, ‘“We missed a golden op-
portunity, we, being the United States
of America missed a golden oppor-
tunity that would have avoided a lot of
problems we’re facing now if we hadn’t
had such a firm ideological position at
the White House and the Treasury and
the FED.”

We now have had to take over these
entities that have supplied money to
help us all buy houses for decades and
decades and decades, and it’s as a re-
sult of a White House that didn’t be-
lieve in any Kkind of regulation. We
talked about it just a few minutes ago,
with these guys over at the Minerals
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Management Service and the frat
house that they ran where they were
getting gifts and they were getting sex-
ual favors and all of that kind of stuff.

This administration could have cared
less about regulation, and this country
has been damaged because of it. We
can’t have these same old policies any-
more, ladies and gentlemen. We can’t
afford it. This country can’t afford it.
We're too great a Nation. We're too
great a people. Our neighbors, our
friends, our families sacrifice too much
to have this kind of approach by peo-
ple, whether it’s not regulating big
government entities or sleeping with
the people you’re supposed to regulate.
We can’t have that anymore. We can’t
have more of the same.

We need a change. We need a new di-
rection. That new direction is going to
be BARACK OBAMA, it’s going to be the
Democrats. We’ve got to finish the
change that was begun in 2006 with the
election of a new White House with
new policies that are going to renew
this Nation. And we can do that. And I
know that, by all of us working to-
gether, there really is hope for this Na-
tion, and we’re going to take the ac-
tion that brings about jobs and health
care and, really, a return to what we
know is great about this Nation.

Mr. KAGEN. Together we will.

Mr. PERLMUTTER. And so I'd like
to turn it back to the President of our
class, the Honorable BETTY SUTTON
from Ohio.

Ms. SUTTON. I thank the gentleman
from Colorado, and you put it so well.
You put it so well. Our country de-
serves better, and we need to deliver
better with a new president. And
BARACK OBAMA has the potential to
make that happen, and we are ready,
and we want to work in a bipartisan
way to help him get us where we need
to go, where we know we can go on all
of these issues with the economy, with
health care.

Health care has been a tragedy. The
President, the Bush administration
started out, the President saying
America’s children must also have a
healthy start in life. And a new term
will lead an aggressive effort to enroll
millions of poor children who are eligi-
ble but not signed up for government
health insurance programs. He said
that in September of 2004.

But nearly 1 in 9 children does not
have health insurance. And the Presi-
dent vetoed the expansion of SCHIP
that he called for in 2004. And House
Republicans voted to sustain that veto,
leaving millions of children without
health insurance.

We also know that health premiums
have increased 78 percent since the ad-
ministration took office. And the num-
ber of Americans covered by private
employer-provided insurance has de-
creased 7 years in a row. It is a com-
petitiveness issue as well for our busi-
nesses. Our employers cannot bear this
burden and compete effectively. This is
a national emergency.

But again, the good news is that if we
deviate away from the path that has
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been trod by this administration, the
Bush and McCain policies of the past,
we can do right by our Nation’s chil-
dren for health care. We can do right
by the people out there who are fight-
ing for jobs, who are fighting for access
to that which they need for their fami-
lies, who are just fighting to keep a
roof over their heads. And these people
are doing things right. They’re doing
everything right. And yet, this is a
country, when you do things right, you
ought to be able to make it. And we
can do that again. And we can, working
with BARACK OBAMA in the White
House, it will make all the difference
in the world.

Mr. KLEIN, would you like to share
with us your thoughts and perhaps
wrap up here a little bit?

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Well, I think
it’s really been an honor and privilege
to be with my colleagues tonight. It’s
been an honor and privilege to serve as
the freshman class, as Democrats and
serving with our Republican colleagues
as well. This is a great institution. Our
country is a great country.

We’ve pointed out, as you said from
the very beginning, where we’re start-
ing from. That’s the reality. I mean, as
decisionmakers, if you’re in business or
you run your household, you always
have to know where you start from in
order to make good decisions going for-
ward.

And unfortunately, our next Presi-
dent and this next Congress and our
country is going to be saddled for a lit-
tle while with debt. And that’s some-
thing we can start to dig our way out.
And one thing that we did in this Con-
gress, Democrats leading the charge
here on our fiscal conservative policies
is PAYGO. And that’s a principle that
everybody operates. You may not know
what that means. PAYGO, pay as you
go. It’s the most simple principle. If
you have a checkbook, you can’t spend
more money than what’s in your
checkbook. Or if you have a credit
card, you can’t spend more money than
you can afford to pay back every
month.

Well, why should Congress, in the
last 6 years under the administration,
operate under this principle of because
we can print money, they just keep
printing?

Well, fortunately last year a new
principle is involved here. And now,
when we pass a bill, unless it’s an
emergency, we have to make sure the
money is in the budget. No, based on
speculation that in the next number of
months we’re going to have all this
new revenue in here. Things have
slowed down a little bit, so we have to
be realistic. That’s exactly what the
American people expect, and that’s the
kind of leadership we’re delivering.

So I am pretty excited about the fis-
cal policies under this Congress, and
we’re beginning to get them where
they should be. A new president with
new policies, not tied to the old poli-
cies as we’ve been talking tonight will
deliver on that on our health care, on
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Social Security, on Medicare, veterans’
benefits will continue to be the highest
priority and understanding that comes
first.

Getting our foreign policy, which I
serve on the committee, and many of
you do, getting that re-established in a
way that we earn the respect and work
well with our partners around the
world to really make sure that our na-
tional security is protected. And most
importantly, get our economy, our
American families in Ohio, in West
Virginia and Wisconsin and Florida, in
Seattle, everywhere, all over the coun-
try, that we will get them back in
shape and give those Americans the op-
portunities that they’ve always had.
And every generation, that principle of
every generation having it a little bet-
ter than the last generation. It’s what
my parents fought for. It’s what my
grandparents fought for and it’s what
we fight for our children.

So I thank our President, Madam
BETTY SUTTON from Ohio, PETER
WELCH from Vermont, Mr. PERLMUTTER
from the great State of Colorado, Dr.
KAGEN from Wisconsin, Mr. MURPHY
from Connecticut. It’s just a small rep-
resentation of a great group of people
that really are working very hard to do
the right thing by Americans and get
our country back on track.

Thank you very much, Madam
Speaker.
Ms. SUTTON. I think that was a

great wrap up. I'd like to just, if I
could, point it back over to Represent-
ative KAGEN from Wisconsin, because I
think, again, what we’re talking about
here are the faces in that picture and
the opportunity and the potential that
we know that this country is full of
and we have to help unleash so it
works for the people in that photo-
graph and people all across this coun-
try, and certainly the people in Ohio’s
13 District.

Dr. KAGEN.

Mr. KAGEN. You’re looking at the
face of America, from the middle part
of the country in Northeast Wisconsin,
and they may have lost their job, but
they will not give up their hope.

We’re all working hard here to bring
about the changes, we need like knock-
ing down the price for energy and gas
and heating fuel, like bringing on the
higher-wage jobs that we need just to
put a roof over our head and guarantee
that our children have an opportunity
to get the great education that they re-
quire.

And most importantly to me, as a
physician and a legislator, we’re going
to provide access to affordable care for
every citizen everywhere in these
United States. The face of America,
keep hope high. We’re here to help you.

Ms. SUTTON. I yield back.

——
THE TRUTH SQUAD
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCNERNEY). Under the Speaker’s an-

nounced policy of January 18, 2007, the
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms.
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