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(8) urges the President to sustain high- 

level diplomatic engagement together with 
the African Union, the European Union, and 
the United Nations to avert a wider regional 
war and revive a comprehensive peace proc-
ess in eastern Congo; 

(9) urges the United States and the inter-
national community to develop and support 
monitoring and verification mechanisms 
that can hold the parties in Congo account-
able to the signed peace agreements, inves-
tigate alleged ceasefire violations, and ulti-
mately challenge the continued culture of 
impunity in Congo; and 

(10) urges the President and the inter-
national community to adopt measures to 
help the regional governments to identify 
and ultimately address the factors under-
lying the conflict in eastern Congo, espe-
cially weak governance and the exploitation 
of the region’s lucrative minerals. 

f 

HONORING THE FIREFIGHTERS 
AND EMERGENCY WORKERS IN 
CALIFORNIA IN 2008 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 714, which was sub-
mitted earlier today by Senator BOXER. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 714) honoring the fire-

fighters and emergency workers who coura-
geously fought fires in California in 2008. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and that any state-
ments related to the resolution be 
printed in the RECORD at the appro-
priate place as if read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 714) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 714 

Whereas, in 2008, there have been more 
than 10,000 wildfires in California started by 
natural causes and human activity; 

Whereas more than 1,440,000 acres of Fed-
eral, State, and local land in California 
burned in 2008; 

Whereas, in June 2008, fires started by 
lightning strikes burned approximately 
1,200,000 acres of Federal, State, and local 
land in California, making the June fires the 
largest single wildfire event in California’s 
recorded history; 

Whereas 41 counties across California were 
impacted by wildfires in 2008; 

Whereas more than 1,400 homes were de-
stroyed by fires in California in 2008; 

Whereas State and local firefighters have 
been called to duty for increasingly long fire 
seasons, working on the front lines of these 
fires for weeks; 

Whereas firefighters have risked their lives 
and endured great hardship to protect lives, 
property, and the environment in California; 

Whereas many firefighters were injured 
and 14 firefighters tragically lost their lives 
in California in 2008; 

Whereas 25,000 firefighters and emergency 
response personnel from California, 41 other 
States, and other nations worked side-by- 
side to fight the wildfires; 

Whereas members of the National Guard 
from California and other States provided es-
sential support to the firefighting effort; and 

Whereas the people of California and the 
United States recognize the steadfast dedica-
tion of the firefighters throughout the ongo-
ing fire suppression and subsequent repair 
and rebuilding efforts: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends the firefighters and emer-

gency workers from California, 41 other 
States, and other nations for their coura-
geous actions and sacrifices in fighting 
wildfires in California; 

(2) supports the continued work of fire-
fighters to protect National Forest System 
land, other public lands, and private prop-
erty from further damage; 

(3) praises the people of California for their 
great courage in the face of the fires; and 

(4) extends heartfelt sympathy to the peo-
ple who have lost loved ones, homes, and 
businesses in the wildfires. 

f 

SENATE NATIONAL SECURITY 
WORKING GROUP 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 715, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 715) extending the au-
thority for the Senate National Security 
Working Group. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table, and that any 
statements relating to the resolutione 
be printed in the RECORD, without fur-
ther intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 715) was 
agreed to, as follows: 

S. RES. 715 

Resolved, That Senate Resolution 105 of the 
One Hundred First Congress, 1st session 
(agreed to on April 13, 1989), as amended by 
Senate Resolution 149 of the One Hundred 
Third Congress, 1st session (agreed to on Oc-
tober 5, 1993), as further amended by Senate 
Resolution 75 of the One Hundred Sixth Con-
gress, 1st session (agreed to on March 25, 
1999), as further amended by Senate Resolu-
tion 383 of the One Hundred Sixth Congress, 
2d session (agreed to on October 27, 2000), as 
further amended by Senate Resolution 355 of 
the One Hundred Seventh Congress, 2d ses-
sion (agreed to on November 13, 2002), as fur-
ther amended by Senate Resolution 480 of 
the One Hundred Eighth Congress, 2d session 
(agreed to November 20, 2004), and as further 
amended by Senate Resolution 625 of the One 
Hundred Ninth Congress, 2d Session (agreed 
to on December 6, 2006), is further amended 
in section 4 by striking ‘‘2008’’ and inserting 
‘‘2010’’. 

REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF SE-
CRECY—TREATY DOCUMENT NO. 
110–23 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, as in 
executive session, I ask unanimous 
consent that the injunction of secrecy 
be removed from the following treaty 
transmitted to the Senate on Novem-
ber 20, 2008, by the President of the 
United States: Investment Treaty with 
Rwanda, Treaty Document No. 110–23. I 
further ask unanimous consent that 
the treaty be considered as having been 
read the first time; that it be referred, 
with accompanying papers, to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations and or-
dered to be printed; and that the Presi-
dent’s message be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The message of the President is as 
follows: 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, with a view to 

receiving the advice and consent of the 
Senate to ratification, the Treaty be-
tween the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government 
of the Republic of Rwanda Concerning 
the Encouragement and Reciprocal 
Protection of Investment, signed at 
Kigali on February 19, 2008. I transmit 
also, for the information of the Senate, 
the report prepared by the Department 
of State with respect to the Treaty. 

This is the first bilateral investment 
treaty (BIT) concluded between the 
United States and a sub-Saharan Afri-
can country since 1998. The Treaty will 
help to promote cross-border invest-
ment by providing legal protections for 
investors of each country for their in-
vestments in the other country. The 
Treaty underscores the shared commit-
ment of both countries to open invest-
ment and trade policies. 

Rwanda has opened its economy, im-
proved its business climate, and em-
braced trade and investment as a 
means to boost economic development 
and help alleviate poverty. The U.S.- 
Rwanda BIT will reinforce these ef-
forts. 

The Treaty is fully consistent with 
U.S. policy to secure protections for 
U.S. investment abroad and to welcome 
foreign investment in the United 
States. Under this Treaty, the Parties 
agree to accord national treatment and 
most-favored nation treatment to in-
vestments. They also agree to cus-
tomary international law standards for 
expropriation and for the minimum 
standard of treatment. The Treaty in-
cludes detailed provisions regarding 
the payment of prompt, adequate, and 
effective compensation in the event of 
expropriation; free transfer of funds re-
lated to investment; freedom of invest-
ment from specified performance re-
quirements; prohibitions on nation-
ality based restrictions for the hiring 
of senior managers; and the oppor-
tunity for investors to resolve disputes 
with a host government through inter-
national arbitration. The Treaty also 
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includes extensive transparency obliga-
tions with respect to national laws and 
regulations and commitments to trans-
parency in dispute settlement. The 
Parties also recognize that it is inap-
propriate to encourage investment by 
weakening or reducing the protections 
afforded in domestic environmental 
and labor laws. 

I recommend that the Senate give 
early and favorable consideration to 
the Treaty and give its advice and con-
sent to ratification. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 20, 2008. 

f 

APPOINTMENT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair, on behalf of the President pro 
tempore, pursuant to Public Law 106– 
398, as amended by Public Law 108–7, in 
accordance with the qualifications 
specified under section 1238(b)(3)(E) of 
Public Law 106–398, and upon the rec-
ommendation of the Majority Leader, 
in consultation with the chairmen of 
the Senate Committee on Armed Serv-
ices and the Senate Committee on Fi-
nance, reappoints the following indi-
vidual to the United States-China Eco-
nomic Security Review Commission: 
Mr. Peter Videnieks of Virginia, for a 
term beginning January 1, 2009 and ex-
piring December 31, 2010. 

f 

TRIBUTES TO RETIRING 
SENATORS 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order from 
September 27 regarding tributes to re-
tiring Senators be modified so that 
Senators be permitted to submit such 
tributes for inclusion in a Senate docu-
ment until Friday, December 12, 2008. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

APPOINTMENTS AUTHORITY 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the upcoming recess or ad-
journment of the Senate, the President 
of the Senate, the President pro tem-
pore, and the majority and minority 
leaders be authorized to make appoint-
ments to commissions, committees, 
boards, conferences or interparliamen-
tary conferences authorized by law, by 
concurrent action of the two Houses or 
by order of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, NOVEMBER 
24, 2008, THROUGH MONDAY, DE-
CEMBER 8, 2008 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
stand in recess until the following days 
and times for pro forma sessions only, 
with no business being conducted: Mon-
day, November 24 at 9:30 a.m.; Wednes-

day, November 26 at 10 a.m.; Saturday, 
November 29 at 2 p.m.; Tuesday, De-
cember 2 at 10:30 a.m.; and Friday, De-
cember 5 at 11 a.m.; and that when the 
Senate recesses on Friday, it stand in 
recess until 3 p.m., Monday, December 
8; that following the prayer and pledge, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
and the Senate proceed to a period of 
morning business for up to 1 hour, with 
Senators permitted to speak for up to 
10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, over 
the next few weeks, Senators will be 
continuing to negotiate a bill to pro-
vide assistance to the auto industry. If 
an agreement is reached—for the infor-
mation of the Members—the Senate 
will turn to its consideration when the 
Senate returns on December 8. 

That is a message from the majority 
leader, Senator REID. 

f 

RECESS UNTIL MONDAY, 
NOVEMBER 24, 2008, AT 9:30 A.M. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, if there 
is no further business to come before 
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent 
that it stand in recess under the pre-
vious order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:03 p.m., recessed until Monday, No-
vember 24, 2008, at 9:30 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

FOREIGN SERVICE 

THE FOLLOWING-NAMED CAREER MEMBER OF THE 
FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE INTERNATIONAL BROAD-
CASTING BUREAU FOR PROMOTION INTO THE SENIOR 
FOREIGN SERVICE TO THE CLASSES INDICATED: 

CAREER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, 
CLASS OF COUNSELOR, AND CONSULAR OFFICER AND 
SECRETARY IN THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 

DAVID J. STRAWMAN, OF ILLINOIS 
DAVID J. STRAWMAN, OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE ARMY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be major general 

BRIG. GEN. JAMES E. ROGERS 

f 

DISCHARGED NOMINATIONS 

The Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations was discharged from further 
consideration of the following nomina-
tions and the nominations were con-
firmed: 

FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH 
ASIF J. CHAUDHRY AND ENDING WITH ALAN D. HRAPSKY, 
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE 
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NO-
VEMBER 17, 2008. 

The Senate Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation 
was discharged from further consider-
ation of the following nomination and 
the nomination was confirmed: 

COAST GUARD NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH CAP-
TAIN JOHN H. KORN AND ENDING WITH CAPTAIN MI-
CHAEL N. PARKS, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED 
BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD ON SEPTEMBER 9, 2008. 

The Senate Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation 
was discharged from further consider-
ation of the following nominations and 
the nominations were confirmed: 

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRA-
TION NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH KYLE W. RYAN AND 
ENDING WITH RYAN A. WARTICK, WHICH NOMINATIONS 
WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON OCTOBER 1, 2008. 

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRA-
TION NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ANDREW R. 
COLEGROVE AND ENDING WITH FAITH C. OPATRNY, 
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE 
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON OC-
TOBER 1, 2008. 

The Senate Committee on the Judici-
ary was discharged from further con-
sideration of the following nomination 
and the nomination was confirmed: 

RICARDO H. HINOJOSA, OF TEXAS, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMISSION FOR A 
TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 31, 2013. 

The Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations was discharged from further 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion and the nomination was con-
firmed: 

GENE ALLAN CRETZ, OF NEW YORK, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO LIBYA. 

The Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions was 
discharged from further consideration 
of the following nominations and the 
nominations were confirmed: 

DOUGLAS D. RANDALL, OF MISSOURI, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD, NATIONAL SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION, FOR A TERM EXPIRING MAY 10, 2014. 

RAY M. BOWEN, OF TEXAS, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE 
NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD, NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUN-
DATION, FOR A TERM EXPIRING MAY 10, 2014. 

FRANCE A. CORDOVA, OF INDIANA, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD, NATIONAL SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION, FOR A TERM EXPIRING MAY 10, 2014. 

G. P. PETERSON, OF COLORADO, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD, NATIONAL SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION, FOR A TERM EXPIRING MAY 10, 2014. 

BARBARA ERNST PREY, OF NEW YORK, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL ON THE ARTS FOR A 
TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 3, 2014. 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING 
WITH MATTHEW T. MCKENNA AND ENDING WITH JOHN I. 
YOUNG, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE 
SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD ON OCTOBER 1, 2008. 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING 
WITH PAUL J. ANDREASON AND ENDING WITH ELAINE C. 
WOLFF, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE 
SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD ON NOVEMBER 17, 2008. 

The Senate Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs was 
discharged from further consideration 
of the following nominations and the 
nominations were confirmed: 

ALFRED S. IRVING, JR., OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM 
OF FIFTEEN YEARS. 

KATHRYN A. OBERLY, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE TERM OF FIFTEEN 
YEARS. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate, Thursday, November 20, 
2008: 

IN THE COAST GUARD 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD TO THE GRADE IN-
DICATED UNDER TITLE 14, U.S.C. SECTION 271: 

To be rear admiral (lower half) 

CAPTAIN JOHN H. KORN 
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