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and Natural Resources over the past 15 
months. 

This achievement would not have 
been possible without the hard work of 
our outstanding staff. Both the rank-
ing member, Senator DOMENICI, and I 
are very fortunate to have a very dedi-
cated and experienced professional 
staff. They service the committee and 
the Senate well. They deserve our 
thanks. 

On the Democratic staff of the com-
mittee, senior counsel David Brooks 
had the lead role in assembling the bill. 
He deserves special acknowledgment. 
In addition, though, I want to particu-
larly thank the committee’s staff di-
rector, Bob Simon, for his wonderful 
work on this legislation, as on all the 
legislation that comes through our 
committee; our chief counsel, Sam 
Fowler, for his superb work, as always; 
counsels Mike Connor, Kira Finkler, 
and Scott Miller, and professional staff 
members Angela Becker-Dimmpann, 
Jonathan Epstein, and Al Stayman. 

I would also like to thank the com-
mittee’s chief clerk, Mia Bennett; exec-
utive assistant Amanda Kelly; commu-
nications director Bill Wicker; press 
secretary David Marks; staff assistants 
Rosemarie Calabro, Rachel Pasternack, 
and Gina Weinstock; and our Bevinetto 
fellow who works on our staff, Karl 
Cordova. 

On the Republican side, let me ac-
knowledge Senator DOMENICI’s staff di-
rector, Frank Macchiarola, who did an 
excellent job here; his chief counsel, 
Judy Pensabene; professional staff 
members Kathryn Clay, Frank Gladics, 
Josh Johnson, and Tom Lilly; and ex-
ecutive assistant Kara Weishaar. 

In addition, I am very grateful to the 
committee’s nondesignated staff: 
AnnaKristina Fox, Dawson Foard, 
Nancy Hall, Amber Passmore, Monica 
Chestnut, and Wanda Green. 

Finally, let me acknowledge the 
great help in bringing the bill to the 
floor we received from the majority 
leader and his staff: Neil Kornze, Chris 
Miller, Randy DeValk, Gary Myrick, 
and, as always, the secretary for the 
majority, Lula Davis. 

All of these fine staff members had a 
hand in putting S. 2739 together and 
moving it through the legislative proc-
ess. We would not have been able to 
pass the bill without their hard work 
and their professionalism. I wish to 
thank each and every one of them for 
the good work. 

Mr. President, I know the Senator 
from Colorado is here to speak. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Colorado. 
f 

CONSOLIDATED RESOURCES ACT 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I come 
to the floor today to speak with regard 
to S. 2739, the bill we approved earlier 
this afternoon. 

First, I wish to acknowledge Chair-
man BINGAMAN and Senator DOMENICI 
for their great work in this legislation. 

As I worked over the last 2, 3 years 
on many of the bills that are included 
in this package of land bills we ap-
proved this afternoon, it was gratifying 
to see the bipartisan nature of the En-
ergy Committee working on this legis-
lation which is so important to our Na-
tion. 

I very much agree that the process 
that historically has been used in the 
Senate where what we do is to bring 
these pieces of legislation which are 
important to our States, which are im-
portant to our Nation, through a unan-
imous consent procedure is the way we 
ought to go. Unfortunately, because of 
objections from a few Senators on the 
other side, we were not able to follow 
that procedure. But, at the end of the 
day, through the great leadership of 
both Senator BINGAMAN and Senator 
DOMENICI, we were able to get that leg-
islation through. To both of them I say 
thank you very much for your leader-
ship. 

I also thank the staff of the Energy 
Committee. Bob Simon, David Brooks, 
all of the staff on both sides who la-
bored very hard on the more than 60 
pieces of substantive legislation that 
we approved here this afternoon that 
will now head to the President’s desk 
for his signature. So I thank them for 
their great efforts with respect to this 
legislation. 

I want to speak briefly about four of 
the bills that were included in this leg-
islation which are important to my 
State of Colorado and are important to 
the Nation. 

The first of those pieces of legisla-
tion has to do with the South Platte 
River and the North Platte River and a 
multistate compact that involves the 
State of Colorado and the State of Ne-
braska. 

Over the years, we have had issues 
between our States, Nebraska and Col-
orado, and the State of Wyoming as 
well, with respect to how we deal with 
the implementation of the Endangered 
Species Act and how we recover endan-
gered species on the Platte River, 
mostly working in the State of Ne-
braska. 

After many years of negotiation and 
involvement by the Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Department of the In-
terior, the States came together and 
developed a recovery implementation 
program. That is a program which is 
intended to restore the habitat for the 
whooping crane in the State of Ne-
braska, with the participatory effort 
and obligation on the part of the State 
of Colorado and the State of Wyoming 
and the State of Nebraska to recover 
the whooping crane and to recover 
habitat and hopefully someday to be 
able to take that threatened and en-
dangered species off of the list. 

In order for us to make progress to 
get there, we needed to implement this 
tristate agreement with the Federal 
Government. The legislation we passed 
today will help us get there, and I very 
much appreciate the participation of 
Senator HAGEL and Senator NELSON 

from Nebraska, as well as Senator AL-
LARD, Senator BARRASSO, and Senator 
ENZI from Wyoming on this bipartisan 
legislation, legislation that is very im-
portant to our States. 

The second legislative item I want to 
refer to here briefly is S. 1116, which is 
the Produced Water bill. This is legis-
lation which was sponsored in the 
House of Representatives by Congress-
man MARK UDALL. We pushed it 
through our Energy Committee be-
cause we know this is happening out 
there in many of our public and private 
lands across the West; that is, as oil 
and gas is being developed, there is a 
huge amount of water that is simply 
being wasted, that is being disposed of 
without any kind of beneficial use. For 
those of us who come from the arid 
West, who know what it is like to live 
in places where you only get a few 
inches of rainfall a year, it is impor-
tant that we not waste any water 
whatsoever. So what this legislation 
will do is it will help us figure out a 
strategy and a plan forward on how we 
develop a beneficial use for the water 
that is being produced from oil and gas 
production. 

The next bill that was included in 
this package which I wanted to speak 
about briefly is the Latino Museum 
bill. That legislation had several dozen 
cosponsors here in the Senate, includ-
ing Senator MENENDEZ, Senator MAR-
TINEZ, and many others who worked on 
that legislation over the last several 
years. 

It is important that when we look at 
this legislative piece, we understand 
the contribution many Americans have 
made to this country over a long period 
of time. The Latino community has 
been here in the United States of 
America for a very long time. Indeed, 
as the case with my family, my family 
helped found the city of Santa Fe, NM, 
in 1598, now some 410 years ago. That 
was before Jamestown, before Plym-
outh Rock. You find the stories of our 
history across the landscape of this 
country from Florida, throughout the 
Southwest of the United States of 
America. And in my own native valley, 
you can look out from the 8,000-foot 
elevation of the San Luis Valley to the 
mountains on the east side of the val-
ley that are named the Sangre de 
Christo Mountains; that is, the ‘‘Blood 
of Christ Mountains.’’ You can look to 
the west to another set of 14,000-foot 
peaks named after St. John the Bap-
tist, the San Juan mountain range. 

Throughout America, you see the 
history of the Latino community 
etched into the landscape of our coun-
try. But it is more than that history 
that started out now more than four 
centuries ago here in the Nation, it is 
also the contributions Hispanics have 
made to this country as we have 
evolved from one generation to the 
next. 

It was a group of Hispanic solders 
who in many ways helped create this 
Nation through their service in George 
Washington’s Army. It was a huge 
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number of American soldiers who have 
served in every single war since the be-
ginning of our Republic, including peo-
ple like those in my family who served, 
and some who died, in some of the wars 
we have fought in this country. 

In World War II, my father was a 
staff sergeant in the Army. My mother, 
at the age of 19, found her way across 
the country from a place with no post 
office and no name in northern New 
Mexico to the War Department here in 
Washington, DC, where she spent 5 
years contributing to that great cause 
of the last century which made Amer-
ica the power and the hope and beacon 
of opportunity for the entire world. 
There have been thousands and thou-
sands of Americans like that who have 
made the ultimate sacrifice. But my 
mother was actually here in Wash-
ington, DC during World War II. She 
received a telegram that said her old-
est brother, my Uncle Leandro, had 
been killed in the war in Europe. 

When we authorize a study of the 
Latino museum in Washington, we are 
saying that part of our history is to 
recognize that diversity that makes us 
a great Nation. 

Oftentimes I reflect on the greatness 
we have here in America. It is impor-
tant for us to reflect on the fact that 
that greatness has come about through 
some pain but always with some prom-
ise of the future. Yes, there have been 
painful chapters of our history, includ-
ing the very painful chapter where this 
country allowed for one group of people 
to own another group of people, simply 
based on the color of their skin. We 
lived through another 100 years after 
the Civil War until Brown v. Board of 
Education in 1954, when we allowed as 
a function of government for there to 
be the separation of the races so that it 
was OK for there to be Black schools 
and Brown schools and White schools. 
It took Justice Warren and a unani-
mous Supreme Court in 1954 to say that 
under the 14th amendment, that kind 
of segregation had no room under the 
equal protection clause of our Con-
stitution. 

When we push forward initiatives as 
we have today with the Latino initia-
tive, what we are saying to America is, 
we are a great nation, because we are a 
diverse people. Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor said it best in a case she de-
cided in the last few years involving di-
versity at the University of Michigan. 
She said the national security of our 
country depended on the military 
forces having diversity. She said that 
in an opinion that had been filed as an 
amicus brief by former members of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. She also said that 
the strength of the Nation in terms of 
future participation of the United 
States in the global economy was very 
dependent on us being able to partici-
pate in that global economy, that di-
versity was required for us to succeed. 
For that proposition, she cited to a 
brief filed by some 50 of the Fortune 500 
companies that participated in that 
case. The Latino museum for us is an-

other step in the celebration of our di-
versity. 

As I look at the challenges we face 
ahead in this century, I think we can 
embrace and celebrate the diversity of 
our country that will make us strong-
er. There will be those who will say we 
ought to take another road and that 
that road ought to be the one where we 
allow differences to separate us, where 
they will agitate for using those dif-
ferences among us to create discord 
and to bring about agents of division. I 
reject that view. The view I embrace is 
that the diversity of our country is 
what will make us strong, not only in 
the 21st century but beyond. The 
Latino museum legislation we passed 
today is one step in making that state-
ment. 

I also finally want to comment on S. 
327 which was also included in this leg-
islation. It requires a study on ways in 
which we can celebrate and commemo-
rate the contributions that César 
Chávez made to the United States. 
César Chávez was the leader of the 
United Farm Workers until his death a 
few years ago, one of the most cele-
brated Americans we know today and 
one of the architects of our civil rights 
movement and someone who in many 
ways is typified with people who have 
been pioneers of civil rights such as 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and others 
who have done so much to make sure 
we are an America in progress. It is fit-
ting and proper that we, as a Congress, 
honor someone with the legacy of 
César Chávez. I was proud to have bi-
partisan sponsorship of that legislation 
so that we can now move forward to 
figure out ways in which we can cele-
brate the legacy of this great man. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE GOOD 
FRIDAY AGREEMENT 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, today 
we celebrate the 10th anniversary of 
the historic Good Friday agreement, 
which put Northern Ireland on the path 
to reconciliation and peace after dec-
ades of violence, bloodshed, and deep 
mistrust. 

The people of Northern Ireland and 
the courageous leaders of the political 
parties in Northern Ireland, Ireland, 
and Great Britain, all deserve special 
recognition on this day for their deep 
and unwavering commitment to peace. 
We salute them for their extraordinary 
accomplishment and difficult com-
promises they were able to achieve to 
create a greater and better future for 
the people of Northern Ireland. Their 
success is an example to the world of 
what can be accomplished with courage 
and commitment. 

The benefits and advances have been 
extraordinary over the past decade. 
Guns are out of politics, and power is 
being shared on an equal basis. Future 
generations in Northern Ireland will 
live in peace, stability and prosperity, 
and they will do so because of the ex-
traordinary commitment by leaders on 

all sides to a peaceful resolution of 
conflict based upon mutual respect for 
all the people. 

All Americans congratulate the peo-
ple of Northern Ireland on this auspi-
cious anniversary. They were truly 
blessed to have such extraordinary 
peacemakers among them, and we pray 
for similar leadership in resolving the 
other bitter conflicts that challenge 
our world today. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

LANCE CORPORAL CODY WANKEN 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, it is 
with great sorrow I honor a fallen sol-
dier. American hero Marine LCpl Cody 
Wanken was seriously injured near 
Fallujah, Iraq, last fall. He subse-
quently died from these injuries on 
April 2, 2008. My deepest sympathy and 
prayers go out to Cody’s parents, Rick 
and Susan Wanken. 

Cody was a machine gunner in the 
3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division. He was a 2006 
graduate of Hampton-Dumont High 
School and served as the 2005–06 presi-
dent of the Iowa Jobs for America’s 
Graduates, Hampton-Dumont chapter. 

Throughout his youth, Cody was a 
standout athlete. He played on a 
Hampton youth baseball team that 
took first place at the Iowa games, and 
he was named to the Class 3A, District 
2 defensive team after his senior year 
of high school. Cody returned to speak 
at Hampton-Dumont while 
recuperating from his injuries obtained 
in Iraq. 

Cody will be forever remembered by 
his family, friends, and community 
members. One of Cody’s former coaches 
said, ‘‘He was very, very proud to serve 
in the Marines. You could just tell.’’ 
For this, we are all indebted for his 
service to our country. I express grati-
tude on behalf of all Americans to the 
family of a true American patriot, fall-
en hero Marine LCpl Cody Wanken. 

f 

THE MATTHEW SHEPARD ACT OF 
2007 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I wish to 
speak about the need for hate crimes 
legislation. Each Congress, Senator 
KENNEDY and I introduce hate crimes 
legislation that would strengthen and 
add new categories to current hate 
crimes law, sending a signal that vio-
lence of any kind is unacceptable in 
our society. Likewise, each Congress I 
have come to the floor to highlight a 
separate hate crime that has occurred 
in our country. 

Early in the morning of September 3, 
2007, Andrew Geske and a friend were 
walking home in the Capitol Hill area 
of Seattle, WA, when a black BMW 
pulled up alongside of them. According 
to Geske, he and his friend stopped 
walking when the car slowed down, as-
suming it was an acquaintance of 
theirs. When the car came to a halt, 
the driver burst out of the car, hurling 
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