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tax liability of the residents of such posses-
sion under such system is determined by ref-
erence to the income tax laws of the United
States as if such possession were the United
States.

(C) TREATMENT OF PAYMENTS.—For pur-
poses of section 1324(b)(2) of title 31, United
States Code, the payments under this sub-
section shall be treated in the same manner
as a refund due from the credit allowed
under section 6428 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 (as added by this section).

(c) APPROPRIATIONS TO CARRY OUT RECOV-
ERY REBATES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The following sums are
hereby appropriated, out of any money in
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, to
implement the provisions of this section (in-
cluding the amendments made by this sec-
tion):

(A) For an additional amount for ‘‘Depart-
ment of the Treasury—Financial Manage-
ment Service—Salaries and Expenses’’,
$64,175,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2009.

(B) For an additional amount for ‘‘Depart-
ment of the Treasury—Internal Revenue
Service—Taxpayer Services’, $50,720,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2009.

(C) For an additional amount for ‘‘Depart-
ment of the Treasury—Internal Revenue
Service—Operations Support’”, $151,415,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2009.

(2) REPORTS.—No later than 15 days after
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the
Treasury shall submit a plan to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate detailing the ex-
pected use of the funds provided by this sub-
section. Beginning 90 days after enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of the Treasury
shall submit a quarterly report to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Senate detailing the
actual expenditure of funds provided by this
subsection and the expected expenditure of
such funds in the subsequent quarter.

(d) REFUNDS DISREGARDED IN THE ADMINIS-
TRATION OF FEDERAL PROGRAMS AND FEDER-
ALLY ASSISTED PROGRAMS.—Any credit or re-
fund allowed or made to any individual by
reason of section 6428 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 (as amended by this sec-
tion) or by reason of subsection (b) of this
section shall not be taken into account as in-
come and shall not be taken into account as
resources for the month of receipt and the
following two months, for purposes of deter-
mining the eligibility of such individual or
any other individual for benefits or assist-
ance, or the amount or extent of benefits or
assistance, under any Federal program or
under any State or local program financed in
whole or in part with Federal funds.

(e) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Paragraph (2) of section 1324(b) of title
31, United States Code, is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘or 6428 after ‘‘section 35”.

(2) Paragraph (1) of section 1(i) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by
striking subparagraph (D).

(3) The item relating to section 6428 in the
table of sections for subchapter B of chapter
65 of such Code is amended to read as fol-
lows:

““Sec. 6428. 2008 recovery rebates for individ-
uals.”.
SEC. 102. TEMPORARY INCREASE IN LIMITATIONS
ON EXPENSING OF CERTAIN DEPRE-
CIABLE BUSINESS ASSETS.

——
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the committee
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on armed services be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, February 6, 2008, at 9:30
a.m. in open session to receive testi-
mony on the defense authorization re-
quest for fiscal year 2009, the Future
Years Defense Program, and the fiscal
year 2009 request for operations in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, February 6, 2008, at 10 a.m., in
room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building in order to conduct a
hearing. At this hearing, the Com-
mittee will hear testimony regarding
Department of Energy’s budget for fis-
cal year 2009.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, February 6, 2008 at 10 a.m. in room
406 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing in order to hold a hearing entitled,
“Perectives on the Surface Transpor-
tation Commission Report.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, February 6, 2008 in room 410 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building at 10:05
a.m. in order to hold a business meet-
ing to consider the following item: S.
2146, a bill to authorize the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency to accept, as part of a settle-
ment, diesel emission reduction Sup-
plemental Environmental Projects, and
for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, February 6, 2008, at 10
a.m., in room 215 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building, in order to hear testi-
mony on ‘‘The President’s Fiscal Year
2009 Budget Proposal.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
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Senate on Wednesday, February 6, 2008,
at 9:30 a.m. in order to hold a hearing
on denuclearization of the Korean pe-
ninsula.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, February 6, 2008,
at 1 p.m. in order to hold a nomination
hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, February 6, 2008,
at 3 p.m. in order hold a briefing on
Sudan.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the following
fellows, interns, and detailees of the
staff of the Finance Committee be
granted the privilege of the floor for
the duration of the debate on the eco-
nomic stimulus bill: Mary Baker, Tom
Louthan, Elise Stein, Susan Hinck, Su-
zanne Payne, Hy Hinojosa, Connie
Cookson, Mollie Lane, Ben Miller,
Emily Schwartz, Tyler Gamble, Blake
Thompson, Michael Bagel, and
Kayleigh Brown.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The majority leader is recognized.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Jeffry Phan, a fel-
low in Senator BINGAMAN’s office, be
given the privileges of the floor for the
pendency of H.R. 5140 and all votes
thereon.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

DO-NOT-CALL IMPROVEMENT ACT
OF 2007

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Commerce Committee be
discharged from further consideration
of H.R. 35641, and the Senate proceed to
its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3541) to amend the ‘‘Do-not-
call” Implementation Act to eliminate the
automatic removal of telephone numbers
registered on the Federal ‘‘do-not-call’” reg-
istry.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be read a third time,
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table with no intervening
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action or debate, and any statements
related to the bill be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3541) was ordered to be
read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 2596

Mr. DURBIN. I understand there is a
bill at the desk, and I ask for its first
reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2596) to rescind funds appro-
priated by the Consolidated Appropriations
Act of 2008 for the City of Berkeley, Cali-
fornia, and any entities located in such city,
and to provide that such funds shall be trans-
ferred to the Operation and Maintenance,
Marine Corps account of the Department of
Defense for the purposes of recruiting.

Mr. DURBIN. I now ask for its second
reading and, in order to place the bill
on the calendar under the provisions of
rule XIV, I object to my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will receive its second read-
ing on the next legislative day.

———

REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF SE-
CRECY—TREATY DOCUMENT NO.
110-14

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, as in ex-
ecutive session, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Injunction of Secrecy be
removed from the following treaty
transmitted to the Senate on February
6, 2008 by the President of the United
States: International Convention
Against Doping in Sport (Treaty Docu-
ment No. 110-14).

I further ask unanimous consent that
the treaty be considered as having been
read the first time, that it be referred,
with accompanying papers, to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations and or-
dered to be printed, and that the Presi-
dent’s message be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The message of the President is as
follows:
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To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice
and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, I transmit herewith the Inter-
national Convention Against Doping in
Sport, adopted by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization on October 19, 2005.

The United States supported the de-
velopment of the Convention as a
means to ensure equitable and effective
application and promotion of anti-
doping controls in international com-
petition. The Convention will help to
advance international cooperation on
and promotion of international doping
control efforts, and will help to protect
the integrity and spirit of sport by sup-
porting efforts to ensure a fair and
doping-free environment for athletes.

The International Olympic Move-
ment has been supportive of the pro-
motion and adoption of this Conven-
tion by the international community.
Ratification by the United States will
demonstrate the United States’ long-
standing commitment to the develop-
ment of international anti-doping con-
trols and its commitment to apply and
facilitate the application of appro-
priate anti-doping controls during
international competitions held in the
United States. Ratification will also
ensure that the United States will con-
tinue to remain eligible to host inter-
national competitions. The Convention
does not cover U.S. sports leagues.

I recommend that the Senate give
prompt and favorable consideration to
the Convention and give its advice and
consent to ratification.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 6, 2008.

————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 7, 2008

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand in recess until 10:30 a.m., tomor-
row, February 7; that following the
prayer and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and that the ma-
jority leader then be recognized.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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RECESS UNTIL 10:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I now ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate stand in recess
under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:32 p.m., recessed until Thursday,
February 7, 2008, at 10:30 a.m.

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT

SUSAN D. PEPPLER, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, VICE PAMELA HUGHES PATENAUDE.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

LINDA THOMAS-GREENFIELD, OF LOUISIANA, A CA-
REER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE,
CLASS OF MINISTER-COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF LIBE-
RIA.

FOREIGN SERVICE

THE FOLLOWING-NAMED CAREER MEMBERS OF THE
SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AG-
RICULTURE FOR PROMOTION WITHIN AND INTO THE SEN-
IOR FOREIGN SERVICE TO THE CLASSES INDICATED:

CAREER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE,
CLASS OF CAREER MINISTER:

ALLAN P. MUSTARD, OF WASHINGTON

CAREER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE,
CLASS OF MINISTER-COUNSELOR:

NICHOLAS E. GUTIERREZ, OF TEXAS
LLOYD S. HARBERT, OF VIRGINIA

ROSS GLANTON KREAMER, OF KENTUCKY
KENT D. SISSON, OF IDAHO

ROBIN TILSWORTH, OF CALIFORNIA

CAREER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE,
CLASS OF COUNSELOR:

W. QUINTIN GRAY, OF NORTH CAROLINA

JONATHAN P. GRESSEL, OF FLORIDA

JEFFREY A. HESSE, OF VIRGINIA

JAMES JOSEPH HIGGISTON, OF NEW YORK

ROBERT K. HOFF, OF CALIFORNIA

S. RODRICK MCSHERRY, OF NEW MEXICO

DALE L. MAKI, OF TEXAS

DAVID C. MILLER, OF WASHINGTON

OSVALDO E. PEREZ-RAMOS, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA

SUSAN R. SCHAYES, OF VIRGINIA

DAVID GOODSON SALMON, OF MISSOURI

KEVIN N. SMITH, OF ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

RALPH E. MARTINEZ, OF FLORIDA, TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION OF
THE UNITED STATES FOR A TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER
30, 2010, VICE LARAMIE FAITH MCNAMARA.
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