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economically efficient policy for reducing car-
bon dioxide emissions.

This bill does not prescribe how the revenue
will be spent, but it is appropriate that we con-
sider relief for low- and middle-income con-
sumers who may face modestly higher energy
costs, and investments in alternative energy
sources, health care, and education.

The Save Our Climate Act will generate a
small energy price increase each year, equal
to about 2 cents per gallon of gas annually.
Consumers over the past year have endured
increases 100 times that. The only difference
is that the increase in price went to overseas
coffers, not to build our transportation net-
works, provide relief for workers, and health
care for our citizens. As the tax rate increases,
fossil fuel prices will increase. Producers will
have an incentive to invest in cleaner alter-
native energies, and those alternative energy
sources will become more competitive.

For businesses, the carbon tax is direct,
creates price certainty, and signals that it is
time to take bold action and invest in business
models that utilize low pollution technology.
Even the CEO of Exxon commented last week
calling a carbon tax a “direct and transparent
approach.” | don’t normally find myself on the
same side as the oil companies, but in this
case, | agree. The Save Our Climate Act is a
first step toward a sensible tax code that
incentivizes innovation and rewards responsi-
bility. | encourage all to support it.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BRAD SHERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 15, 2009

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, yesterday,
| was unable to make a number of votes be-
cause | was at the hospital with my wife for
the delivery of our first child. | am pleased to
announce that we had a healthy, beautiful
baby girl named Molly Hannah.

Had | been present | would have voted:
“yea” on rollcall No. 14; “nay” on rollcall No.
15; “yea” on rollcall No. 16 in support of H.R.
2, the bill to extend and improve the Children’s
Health Insurance Program, of which | was
proud to be an original cosponsor; “yea” on
rollcall No. 17, which allowed the House to
proceed with a bill improving the TARP pro-
gram; and “yea” on rollcall No. 18.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN SULLIVAN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 15, 2009

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam Speaker, | missed
rolicall vote 16 to H.R. 2 taken on January 14,
2009, and had | been present for this vote, |
would have voted “nay.”

| am opposed to H.R. 2 because | believe
this legislation is one more step toward forcing
Americans into a Washington controlled, one-
size-fits-all health care system by creating an-
other fiscally irresponsible entitlement to be
supported by American taxpayers. Also, an
expansion of SCHIP should not encourage
people to drop their private coverage in order
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to get free or subsidized public health care
coverage.

INTRODUCTION OF THE
SUPERFUND REINVESTMENT ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 15, 2009

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, today
| am introducing the “Superfund Reinvestment
Act,” which would reauthorize the corporate
taxes that fund the Superfund trust fund. This
bill will reestablish the polluter pays principle
and our commitment to cleaning up the Na-
tion’s most hazardous sites.

The Environmental Protection Agency’s,
EPA, Superfund program was created in 1980
to provide money to clean up the nation’s
worst hazardous waste sites where the party
responsible for polluting was out of business
or could not be identified. Before they expired
in 1995, the money for the Superfund trust
fund came mainly from taxes on the polluters
themselves. The program has contributed to
the cleanup of over 1000 sites around the
country. Because Congress has not reauthor-
ized the taxes, the burden of funding cleanups
of toxic waste sites now falls on the shoulders
of taxpaying Americans. Reauthorizing the
Superfund tax would ensure that polluters—
not the American public—pay to restore public
health.

Superfund sites contain toxic contaminants
that have been detected in drinking water
wells, creeks and rivers, backyards, play-
grounds, and streets. Communities impacted
by these sites can face restrictions on water
use, gardening and recreational activities as
well as economic losses as property values
decline due to contaminated land. In the worst
cases, residents of these communities can
face health problems such as cardiac impacts,
infertility, low birth weight, birth defects, leu-
kemia, and respiratory difficulties.

Until they expired in 1995, the superfund
taxes generated around $1.7 billion a year to
clean up these hazardous areas. The “Super-
fund Reinvestment Act” would simply reinstate
the taxes as they were before they expired.
This will provide a stable source of funding to
continue cleaning up sites around the country
as well as give the EPA the tools it needs to
clean up sites and then recover the costs from
liable parties who do not undertake the work
themselves.

| urge my colleagues to join me in working
to strengthen the Superfund program and en-
sure that it continues to help keep our commu-
nities and our families safe, healthy, and eco-
nomically secure.

———
SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL MEN-

TORING MONTH 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 13, 2009

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, as a Co-
chair of the Congressional Mentoring Caucus,
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| rise today in strong support of H. Res. 41,
supporting the goals and ideals of National
Mentoring Month.

A mentor by definition means a trusted
friend or guide. Mentoring relationships be-
tween adults and youths are very important,
especially because of the focus on the needs
of our young people. Caring parents, teachers,
counselors, and religious leaders are all men-
tors, and are in a position to positively influ-
ence a child’s present and future.

We all have an important role to play in im-
proving the lives of children in our commu-
nities—after all, it takes a village. Our youth
are yearning for guidance and direction from
caring adults and mentoring enables everyday
Americans to make a difference and help chil-
dren grow up to become responsible and pro-
ductive citizens and meet their full potential. A
study by Big Brothers Big Sisters showed
mentored youth are 46 percent less likely to
begin using illegal drugs, 53 percent less likely
to skip school, and 33 percent less likely to
get in fights.

National Mentoring Month was conceived as
a means to recruit mentors and help close the
mentoring gap. Last year, more than 375,000
individuals sought information about local
mentoring programs that need more volun-
teers.

| am proud to announce Joellen Gonder-
Spacek, executive director of the Mentoring
Partnership of Minnesota, MPM, has been
honored with the Manza Excellence in Leader-
ship Award by MENTOR/National Mentoring
Partnership. She was recognized for her lead-
ership and commitment to service through
MPM’s community initiative to promote men-
toring for at risk youth in Minnesota. This pro-
gram has made significant improvements in
the lives of children and, over the past 14
years, MPM has become a mentoring leader
in the State and the Nation.

| encourage all of my colleagues to support
this resolution and to look for opportunities to
be mentors as well.

——————

CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE
PROGRAM REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2009

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, | voted yester-
day in support of our Nation’s children and for
passage of the Children’s Health Insurance
Program Reauthorization Act of 2009, H.R. 2.

More than 7.1 million children have health
insurance because of the creation, a decade
ago, of the State Children’s Health Insurance
Program, SCHIP. However, these children will
lose access to good, affordable health insur-
ance if Congress does not act to reauthorize
the SCHIP program by March 31, 2009.

Yesterday, the House approved the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2009, which would expand the
SCHIP program to ensure even more children
have access to the health care their parents
cannot afford or who work in jobs that do not
provide health care benefits. The House of
Representatives has passed similar legislation
twice before to extend and expand SCHIP,
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only to have those bills vetoed by President
Bush. | hope that on the third consideration of
this legislation to improve children’s health that
this bill will be signed into law.

The expansion of this program is even more
important today as many workers are losing
their health insurance and face great eco-
nomic hardships during the recent recession.
The Kaiser Family Foundation projects that
the current unemployment level of 7 percent
would increase Medicaid and SCHIP enroll-
ment by 2.4 million people and an additional
2.6 million people would become uninsured.
The number of uninsured will rise higher
should the unemployment rates climb even
further. This legislation would reduce the size
of this uninsured population by expanding
SCHIP to include an additional 4 million chil-
dren who currently have no health insurance.
Sending a child to the emergency room is not
an alternative to having comprehensive health
insurance. Especially at a time when millions
of families are facing economic hardships, we
must ensure that children have the care they
need.

This bill would provide parity for mental
health for children. | long have fought for men-
tal health parity, and was pleased that last
year we could improve mental health coverage
for private insurance plans and Medicare. | am
encouraged that we have now extended this
to the SCHIP program.

According to the Henry J. Kaiser Family
Foundation, more than 45 million Americans
lack health care coverage, including more than
16 percent of New Jersey’s residents. Many of
these Americans are children, the vast major-
ity of whom come from working families. It is
simply unconscionable that here in the United
States of America millions of children are unin-
sured. The reauthorization and expansion of
the SCHIP program presents an historic op-
portunity to put an end to the morally unac-
ceptable fact that 8.6 million American children
live every day without insurance. It is time for
Congress to preserve and expand this pro-
gram that has proven successful at insuring
our nation’s most vulnerable children.

The SCHIP program is strongly supported
by our nation’s governors who have managed
the State-run programs over the past decade
and understand that SCHIP allows States to
cover low-income children who lack health in-
surance in families of the working poor. This
bill also would provide the tools needed and
create incentives for States to reach the mil-
lions of children who are eligible but not cur-
rently enrolled in the SCHIP program.

New Jersey uses its SCHIP funds to run a
program called FamilyCare. Our State is a
leader in extending FamilyCare eligibility. Cur-
rently, 150,000 children and approximately
100,000 low income-parents are enrolled in
New Jersey’s program. Without SCHIP, all of
these residents of New Jersey would again be
uninsured.

This legislation would allow States like New
Jersey to continue to set income eligibility for
SCHIP. Because the cost of living is so high
in New Jersey, it is important that our State
has the flexibility needed to establish realistic
eligibility guidelines.

Additionally, this bill would allow New Jersey
to continue to enroll parents along with their
children. According to research by the Institute
of Medicine of the National Academies of
Sciences, one highly effective way of boosting
coverage among low-income children is to
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broaden health insurance to their parents.
Currently, New Jersey is one of 11 States to
cover low-income parents.

Because we are committed to balanced
budgets and opposed to deficit spending, this
bill pays for this historic commitment to our
children with an appropriate increase in the
Federal tobacco tax and by imposing restric-
tions on self-referral to physician-owned hos-
pitals. According to the Campaign for To-
bacco-free Kids, the 61 cent-per-pack increase
in the cigarette tax that is included in this bill
would result in substantially fewer youth smok-
ers, as every 10 percent increase in the price
of cigarettes would reduce youth smoking by
approximately 7 percent. This would improve
their health and result in longterm healthcare
savings.

There are 11 million reasons to vote for this
bill, each one a child who will move out of the
ranks of the uninsured with the health care
provided in the Children’s Health Insurance
Program Reauthorization Act. A measure of a
nation’s greatness is how it treats its most vul-
nerable citizens. By making health insurance
available for 11 million children, we live up to
our moral obligation to keep children healthy
and we make our society stronger.

—

BLACK JANUARY—JANUARY 19-20,
1990

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 15, 2009

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, few Ameri-
cans have heard the term “Black January,”
yet it is imbedded in the memory of all
Azerbaijanis. Black January marks the evening
of January 19, 1990, when at midnight 26,000
Russian troops stormed the capital city of
Baku with tanks. Armed with a state of emer-
gency declared by the U.S.S.R. Supreme So-
viet Presidium and signed by then President
Mikhail Gorbachev, the incursion was intended
to suppress a growing independence move-
ment. The net result was the opposite. This in-
cident inflamed Azerbaijani nationalism and
contributed to the breakup of the Soviet Union.

Leading up to Black January, the national
independence movement had reached a re-
markable momentum with hundreds of thou-
sands demonstrating for independence, sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity. Emerging
democratic groups were leading the political
agenda and were projected to succeed in up-
coming Parliament elections in March 1990.
The Soviet Union sought to “restore order” by
indiscriminately firing on peaceful demonstra-
tors in Baku, including women and children.
The protesters were calling for independence
from the Soviet Union and the removal of
Communist officials. More than 130 people
died that night and in subsequent violence,
611 were injured, 841 were arrested, and 5
went missing.

According to a report by Human Rights
Watch entitled “Black January in Azerbaijan,”
“among the most heinous violations of human
rights during the Baku incursion were the nu-
merous attacks on medical personnel, ambu-
lances and even hospitals.” The report con-
cluded that “indeed the violence used by the
Soviet Army on the night of January 19-20

. . constitutes an exercise in collective pun-
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ishment The punishment inflicted on
Baku by Soviet soldiers may have been in-
tended as a warning to nationalists, not only in
Azerbaijan, but in other Republics of the So-
viet Union.”

In the days after the invasion, thousands of
Azerbaijanis surrounded Communist Party
headquarters demanding the resignation of the
republic’s leadership. The Baku City Council
demanded that Soviet troops be withdrawn.
The Soviet legislature in Azerbaijan con-
demned the occupation as “unconstitutional”
and threatened to call a referendum on seces-
sion unless Soviet troops were withdrawn
within 48 hours. And, Azerbaijani oil tankers
blocked Soviet naval vessels from reaching
the Baku harbor.

Soviet troops were eventually withdrawn
from Baku, but political control was maintained
for almost another 2 years until Azerbaijan’s
parliament declared independence in October
1991. The Republic of Azerbaijan has main-
tained its independence for more than 17
years, despite lingering economic and social
problems from the Soviet era and the military
occupation of 20 percent of Azerbaijan by Ar-
menia. Today, Azerbaijan has developed into
a thriving country with double digit growth, in
large part due to a freely elected president
and parliament, free market reforms led by the
energy sector, and, most importantly, no for-
eign troops on its soil.

While January 20 has been inauguration
day in the United States every 4 years since
1937, in Azerbaijan it is the day on which Az-
erbaijani citizens stood up to Soviet equipment
and martyrs gave up their lives for freedom
from communism and dictatorship. Indeed,
January 20, 1990, in Baku, Azerbaijan, the
fate of the Soviet empire was sealed.

————

THE SAFE COMMISSION: LETTERS
TO TREASURY SECRETARY
PAULSON

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 15, 2009

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, | continue to
be deeply concerned about America’s mount-
ing deficit spending and Federal debt and
have been working for the past several years
to engage this administration in embracing a
bipartisan plan to reverse course and get our
country on a sound and sustainable financial

ath.

P | introduced the SAFE Commission concept
for the first time during the 109th Congress on
June 7, 2006. In the 110th Congress | teamed
with JiIMm COOPER, and we introduced the bipar-
tisan SAFE Commission legislation again. A
similar Senate effort was led by Budget Chair-
man KENT CONRAD and ranking member JUDD
GREGG.

Following the SAFE bill’s introduction, |
reached out to Treasury Secretary Paulson
about getting our fiscal house through more
than a dozen letters from July 12, 2007, to
April 10, 2008, updating the administration on
progress that was being made with the bill. |
submit for the RECORD a sample of that cor-
respondence.

| have been encouraged with the growing
support for the SAFE proposal from leading
newspaper editorials to think tanks to syn-
dicated columnists to business organizations. |
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