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RECOGNIZING ARMED FORCES DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ANN KIRKPATRICK 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 13, 2009 

Ms. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in support of H. Res. 
377, which observes this Saturday’s Armed 
Forces Day and celebrates the courageous 
service of our men and women in uniform. 

Our fighting men and women in the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and Coast 
Guard, whether on active duty, reserve, or 
serving in the National Guard, have been pro-
tecting our Nation bravely and honorably since 
before we were even a Nation. They continue 
to do so today. I have just recently returned 
from the combat zone in Afghanistan, where I 
had the chance to visit with our troops on the 
frontlines of the struggle against global ter-
rorism. I was impressed and moved by their 
commitment as they continue to sacrifice so 
much to keep us safe and free. 

This year, we celebrate Armed Forces Day 
on May 16. I encourage all Americans to take 
time out of this day to thank those who have 
risked and too often given their lives to pre-
serve freedom and democracy. But one day is 
not nearly enough to recognize all that the 
members of our Armed Forces have done for 
this country. Every day should be an Armed 
Forces Day, a Memorial Day and a Veterans’ 
Day. We have done great work in this Con-
gress to better keep our promises to our serv-
ice members and our Veterans, but we still 
have much more to do to make sure they re-
ceive the treatment and respect they have 
earned. 

In the coming weeks, I will be working to in-
crease access to quality physical and mental 
health care and to great educational opportu-
nities for our Veterans. I encourage all of my 
colleagues to support this resolution, but I also 
urge them to join in my efforts to try to pay the 
eternal debt of gratitude we owe to our fighting 
men and women. 

f 

HONORING ZACHARY RAYMOND 
BUKATY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 14, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Zachary Raymond Bukaty 
a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 332, and in earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Zachary has been very active with his troop 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Zachary has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Zachary Raymond Bukaty 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 

21ST CENTURY GREEN HIGH-PER-
FORMING PUBLIC SCHOOL FA-
CILITIES ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 13, 2009 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2187) to direct 
the Secretary of Education to make grants 
to State educational agencies for the mod-
ernization, renovation, or repair of public 
school facilities, and for other purposes: 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Chair, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 2187, the 21st Century 
Green High-Performing Public School Facili-
ties Act. I joined a cosponsor of this legislation 
because I believe our children are our greatest 
hope and their success determines the future 
success of our nation. To best prepare them 
for their future, we have a responsibility to pro-
vide them with the best education possible. 

Today’s legislation helps to further that goal 
by ensuring that our school districts have the 
funding they need to provide safe and healthy 
learning environments for our children. We 
know that America’s schools are millions of 
dollars short of the funding needed to ren-
ovate and equip our schools for the 21st Cen-
tury. H.R. 2187 would authorize $6.4 billion for 
school facilities projects for fiscal year 2010, 
providing a down payment for work to mod-
ernize our schools, while at the same time 
greening our schools. This legislation also re-
quires school improvement projects to meet 
green building standards, as well as provides 
funds to help schools to track the energy 
needs and use of their facilities. Under this 
bill, Michigan would receive over $244 million 
for school facilities projects. 

As father and a grandfather, nothing is more 
important to me than ensuring that the schools 
in the 15th and Michigan are safe and well- 
constructed. However, with state budgets in 
peril, many schools are struggling to maintain 
their payrolls, let alone make the improve-
ments necessary to their schools. We know 
that green schools reduce pollution by using 
about 30 percent less water and energy than 
conventional schools. By providing funding for 
green building and renovation, we will help re-
lieve some of the burden on the school budg-
ets by helping our schools to save on energy 
expenses. This will result in savings that 
schools can dedicate to modernization, equip-
ment, or reform. 

At the same time we are improving the 
buildings our children and grandchildren learn 
in, we are also creating much needed new 
jobs. An estimate by the Economic Policy In-
stitute finds that this legislation would support 
as many as 136,000 new green jobs. This will 
put some of the thousands of unemployed in 
Michigan back to work, while also teaching 
them new skills in the clean energy sector. 

In the 110th Congress the House passed 
this legislation, but unfortunately it was not 
considered by the Senate before adjournment. 
As the school year comes to a close, I urge 
my colleagues in the Senate to consider this 
legislation quickly so that this summer school 
districts across the country can begin greening 
their schools. 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS OF 
MOTHER’S DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 12, 2009 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of House Resolution 388, 
celebrating the role of mothers in the United 
States and supporting the goals and ideals of 
Mother’s Day. 

House Resolution 388 enumerates not only 
the ‘‘immeasurable contributions toward build-
ing strong families, thriving communities, and 
ultimately a strong Nation’’ made by mothers 
but also the importance of Mother’s Day in 
recognition of these contributions. 

From hallowed chambers to corporate 
boardrooms to classrooms to assembly lines, 
none of us would be the individuals we are 
without our mothers. While every family, every 
relationship is unique, we know that the bond 
between a child and a maternal figure—wheth-
er a mother, a grandmother, a stepmother, or 
a foster mother—is so very important. Strong 
families are the backbone of our nation. It is 
therefore very appropriate that we take this 
time today to celebrate and recognize the con-
tributions of our nation’s mothers to the 
strength and prosperity of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to take a mo-
ment of personal privilege, as I have done be-
fore on the floor of this House, to talk a little 
bit about a very special woman—my Mother, 
Mrs. Helen Cecelia Gannon Gingrey. 

Born in New York City in 1918, my mother 
has lived and continues to live life to its fullest. 
From the hustle and bustle of Manhattan to 
the serenity and beauty of South Carolina, my 
mother—grounded in her deep faith and her 
love for her husband, her children, her grand-
children, and her great grandchildren—has 
never stopped, never strayed from her com-
mitment to God and to family. 

Mr. Speaker, at 91 years young, my mother 
has also refused to let time and its effects 
keep her down, so much so that at the end of 
last year, she opted for a second knee re-
placement—with full knowledge of the inherent 
risks—because of her commitment to living life 
and making the most of every opportunity that 
God has given her. She faced this challenge 
as she does everything—with a big smile and 
an abiding faith. 

I am happy to report that in the months fol-
lowing the surgery, she has recovered very 
well and hasn’t missed a beat. As this House 
honors our nation’s mothers, I would like to 
say a special thank you to my mother, not just 
for the blessing that she has been to me and 
our family, but for being a shining example of 
a life well-lived. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this Resolution for mothers everywhere, 
and I yield back. 

f 

SPENCER FISH 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 14, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Spencer Fish of Liberty, 
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Missouri. Spencer is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 376, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Spencer has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Spencer has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. He was also the re-
cipient of the 12 Month Camper Award and 
the World Conservation Award. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Spencer Fish for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

21ST CENTURY GREEN HIGH-PER-
FORMING PUBLIC SCHOOL FA-
CILITIES ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 13, 2009 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2187) to direct 
the Secretary of Education to make grants 
to State educational agencies for the mod-
ernization, renovation, or repair of public 
school facilities, and for other purposes: 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Chair, I 
stand before you today in support of H.R. 
2187, the ‘‘21st Century Green High-Per-
forming Public School Facilities Act’’. It is im-
portant that our youth have quality educational 
facilities. I support this bill because it directs 
the Secretary of Education to make grants to 
State educational agencies for the moderniza-
tion, renovation, or repair of public school fa-
cilities, which many of our schools around the 
country are in desperate need of. 

The grants that this piece of legislation will 
not only structurally improve the learning facili-
ties, but make them safe, healthy, high-per-
forming, and equipped with up-to-date tech-
nology. Our children can have access to up-
dated science and engineering laboratory fa-
cilities, libraries, and career and technical edu-
cation facilities. Furthermore, when a local 
educational agency receives a grant they can 
use the money for structural purposes such as 
repairing, replacing, or installing roofs. As well 
as extensive, intensive or semi-intensive green 
roofs, electrical wiring, plumbing systems, 
sewage systems, lighting systems, or compo-
nents of such systems, windows, or doors, in-
cluding security doors. 

The monies allotted to schools will also ben-
efit the health of our students. As Chair of the 
Congressional Children’s Caucus I am very 
concerned about the toxins that our children 
are exposed to in their own classrooms. The 
legislation can provide for the abatement, re-
moval, or interim controls of asbestos, poly-
chlorinated biphenyls, mold, mildew, or lead- 
based paint hazards which we must remove 
from all of our buildings in America. They will 
be able to breathe better once heating, ven-
tilation, and air conditioning systems are re-
placed resulting in better air quality. 

Our students must be safe while at school. 
If there is an emergency, the schools must be 
prepared to handle it. Money from grants can 
also be used to bring public schools into com-
pliance with fire, health, and safety codes, in-
cluding professional installation of fire/life safe-
ty alarms, including modernizations, renova-
tions, and repairs that ensure that schools are 
prepared for emergencies. 

Finally, we need to think ahead to the fu-
ture. Our nation needs to become aware of 
our wastefulness and make strides to become 
greener. Schools will be able to get a head 
start going green by making the necessary 
changes to reduce the consumption of coal, 
electricity, land, natural gas, oil, and/or water. 
In addition, schools can focus on energy effi-
ciency and renewable energy by making im-
provements to building infrastructure to ac-
commodate bicycle and pedestrian access, re-
newable energy generation and heating sys-
tems, including solar, photovoltaic, wind, geo-
thermal, or biomass, including wood pellet, 
systems or components of such systems, 
make them more energy efficient, reduce 
class size. 

This is an important piece of legislation that 
I urge all of my colleagues to support. Support 
it for our nation’s children and our nation’s 
health. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FRANKIE MANNING 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 14, 2009 

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a giant of the Queens 
arts community—Frankie Manning, who 
passed away on April 27, 2009 at the age of 
94. 

Frankie Manning, the self-described ‘‘Am-
bassador of the Lindy Hop,’’ was an icon of 
the jazz dancing era. From the start of his ca-
reer in the 1930s, Frankie was one of jazz 
dance’s most elite dancers, becoming a fixture 
at venues like the Savoy Ballroom and the 
Cotton Club. 

As Frankie became the face of the Lindy 
hop, he took his signature style on tours 
through Europe and South America, to the 
New York World’s Fair, and to Hollywood, 
where his impressive performances graced a 
number of Hollywood films. 

Never one to overlook service to his coun-
try, Frankie also served in the Army during 
World War II, serving in the Pacific theater. 
After years of professional dancing, Frankie 
also began work for the Postal Service in 
1955. 

Where most of us see retirement as a 
chance to relax, Frankie did the opposite, turn-
ing his retirement into a whirlwind of 
choreographing and teaching, as he helped 
bring the Lindy hop back into the national con-
sciousness. 

He received a Tony award for his Broadway 
choreography in 1989, and returned to Holly-
wood to train actor Denzel Washington on the 
Lindy in the film ‘‘Malcolm X.’’ In 2000, Frankie 
was awarded a National Heritage Fellowship 
from the National Endowment for the Arts. 

Frankie will always be remembered as 
someone who never lost his love for dancing 
as he got older. In fact, in just a few weeks 

he was to celebrate his 95th birthday with a 
five-day festival and the premiere of a docu-
mentary on his life of dance. This event, now 
scheduled as a memorial, shows just how 
much spirit Frankie brought to his life and his 
dancing. 

My condolences go out to Frankie’s family, 
the dancers he worked with throughout his ca-
reer, and to his many fans around the world. 
He brought so much life to the world of jazz 
dance, and the same energy and charisma to 
all his endeavors. Frankie Manning will cer-
tainly be missed, but I am confident that his 
spirit will live on. 

f 

BRYCE MCDONALD 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 14, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Bryce McDonald of Lib-
erty, Missouri. Bryce is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
376, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Bryce has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Bryce has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. He was also the re-
cipient of the Eagles Soaring High award. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Bryce McDonald for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING DR. PATRICIA L. 
STARCK FOR TWENTY-FIVE 
YEARS OF OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENTS AS DEAN OF 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER AT 
HOUSTON SCHOOL OF NURSING 

HON. JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 14, 2009 

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Dr. Patricia L. Starck for twen-
ty-five years of outstanding achievements as 
Dean of The University of Texas Health 
Science Center at Houston School of Nursing 
and to recognize her contributions to the 
health of Texans and countless others through 
her leadership in nursing education. 

Dean Starck has shown exemplary leader-
ship in addressing the national nursing short-
age. Under her leadership, student enrollment 
in the School of Nursing and the number of 
faculty have nearly doubled; philanthropic giv-
ing has increased more than twenty-fold; the 
number of endowed scholarships has risen 
from two to twenty-four and the number of en-
dowed chairs from one to thirteen; and seven 
research endowments have been created. She 
was appointed by Governor Rick Perry to 
serve on the Statewide Health Coordinating 
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