E166

While Texas beat Oklahoma, they were
snubbed for the Big 12 Conference title game,
which meant they had no chance to play for
the National Championship. In addition to this,
many felt Colt McCoy should have been given
more consideration for the Heisman trophy.
With everything that the Longhorns had to en-
dure, it could have been enough for any team
to just throw in the towel and give up. How-
ever, Coach Mack Brown kept his team fo-
cused and committed to their motto, “Texas
Fight.” UT went on to play a very good Big 10,
Ohio State team in the Tostitos Fiesta Bowl. In
a thriling game, Colt McCoy led a
“Heismanesk” last minute drive and con-
nected with Senior Quan Cosby for a 26-yard
touchdown that gave Texas the win, 24-21.

You need to only look at the upbringing of
quarterback Colt McCoy and receiver Jordan
Shipley to see the character the Longhorns
are made of. Both Colt and Jordan’s fathers
were teammates and roommates while playing
football at my Alma Mater, Abilene Christian
University. Brad McCoy was a receiver and
Bob Shipley was a running back. After Bob
and Brad graduated from ACU they kept in
touch, raising their two families together. The
two families regularly attended church to-
gether, went fishing, and other family activi-
ties. Both Brad McCoy and Bob Shipley in-
stilled work ethic, faith in God, and leadership
qualities into their two boys.

The character of these two resonates
through the whole Longhorn team. They are
Texas—a team committed to each other, their
coaches, and the University.

Madam Speaker, University of Texas foot-
ball is as much of a part of America as the
flag and apple pie. It is almost a religion in the
burnt orange state of Texas.

| commend the Longhorns and coaches for
a great season. | look forward to another suc-
cessful year in '09 along with the 59th win
over Oklahoma. Hook’em Horns!

And that’s just the way it is.

————

HONORING THE FOUR IMMORTAL
CHAPLAINS

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker and col-
leagues, | rise today to speak about an impor-
tant resolution that | have reintroduced that
honors the legacy of the Four Immortal Chap-
lains who sacrificed their lives over 65 years
ago. (H. Res. 86)

On February 3, 1943, the U.S. Army Trans-
portation Service troopship Dorchester was
torpedoed in the North Atlantic by a German
submarine. Of the 900 passengers and crew,
597 were military personnel, and four of those
men were the ship’s chaplains—Methodist
chaplain George Lansing Fox, Rabbi Alex-
ander Goode, Dutch Reformed minister Clark
V. Poling and John P. Washington, a Roman
Catholic priest. Each chaplain distributed life
vests as the ship went down and then gave up
their own when supply ran out. As the ship
went down into the icy waters, survivors in the
nearby rafts could see the four chaplains with
their arms linked and braced against the slant-
ing deck. According to eyewitnesses, the
chaplains were heard offering prayers for the
soldiers who had died in the wreckage.
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In 1948, a stamp was issued honoring these
four chaplains as true examples of “Interfaith
in Action.” They were recognized by Congress
and the President with a special Medal of
Honor for their selfless acts of courage, com-
passion and faith.

The heroism of these brave men should
serve as an example of love for others without
regard to race, religion or creed, and an ac-
knowledgment of the potential for human com-
passion. This message rings true today more
than ever!

That is why | have reintroduced a resolution,
which remembers the Four Immortal Chaplain
and requests the President issue a proclama-
tion calling on the Federal Government,
States, localities, and the people of the United
States to observe a day in their honor with ap-
propriate ceremonies, programs, and activities.

It is important their story of extraordinary
faith, courage, and selflessness is heard and
should guide the way we live out lives with
compassion for others, in the spirit of the four
Chaplains. | invite my colleagues to join with
me in honoring the Four Immortal Chaplains
by supporting this important resolution.

—

IN HONOR OF THE REV. DR.
FRANK WITMAN

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, | rise in
honor of my longtime friend, the Rev. Dr.
Frank Witman, who is being honored this
week with the prestigious Simi Valley, Cali-
fornia, Chamber of Commerce Strathearn Life-
time Achievement Award.

None are more deserving of this recognition
than Dr. Witman.

Dr. Witman planted himself in Simi Valley
when he arrived in the summer of 1969 to as-
sume the post of senior pastor of the United
Methodist Church of Simi Valley. The third-
generation United Methodist Church minister
immediately anchored his roots, which grew
and spread with every year.

Dr. Witman served on the board of directors
of the Simi Valley Rotary Club, which he
joined in mid-1969, and was the recipient of
the Paul Harris Award, one of the highest hon-
ors Rotary bestows upon an individual.

In 1972, he led the Simi Valley Ministerial
Association to join with the Businessmen
Against the Card Club Ordinance to defeat or-
ganized gambling in Simi Valley.

Six years later, Dr. Witman founded the
chaplain program for the Simi Valley Police
Department and, for more than 30 years, he
has served as the department’s senior chap-
lain. Dr. Witman has provided comfort, coun-
seling, prayers, and support during most of the
city’s traumatic and tragic events, including the
untimely death of Officer Michael Clark. His
support of the city and its police officers
earned him the department’s Volunteer of the
Year Award in 1997, the department’s Lifetime
Service Award in 2007, and recognition from
the Simi Valley City Council in 2008.

Dr. Witman also was a charter member of
the Steering Committee for Leadership Simi
Valley; a charter member of the Simi Valley
Hospital Board Strategic Planning Committee;
Simi Valley Hospital's 1995 Volunteer Chap-
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lain of the Year; and an 8-year president of
the Samaritan Center for the homeless.

In 1990, | had the honor of nominating Dr.
Witman to offer a prayer to open a session of
the House of Representatives as guest Chap-
lain, which he did on May 2, 1990.

Dr. Witman retired as Senior Pastor of the
Simi Valley Unified Methodist Church in 1997,
but he never ended his ministry, fellowship,
service, and friendship to the people of the
city.

Madam Speaker, | know my colleagues will
join my wife, Janice, and me in thanking the
Rev. Dr. Frank Witman for his nearly four dec-
ades of selfless service to the community, and
will join the Simi Valley community in con-
gratulating him for earning the Strathearn Life-
time Achievement Award.

——

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK E. SOUDER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 21, 2009

Mr. SOUDER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in support of H. Res. 39, and especially in
support of Bishop Luers High School in Fort
Wayne, IN.

Madam Speaker, Catholic schools are an in-
credible asset to our country. Throughout
much of our history, Catholic schools have
provided a solid moral and intellectual edu-
cation to millions of students, and served as a
crucial stabilizing force for many immigrants to
our great Nation. Catholic schools have been
able to build communities of character in a
way unique to much of the rest of our edu-
cational system, testified to by the untold
amounts of service that have been performed
by their graduates.

Bishop Luers is no different. In its mission
statement, Bishop Luers pledges to equip
each graduate with the spiritual, academic,
and social tools they need to serve God and
others—that they may be light to the world, so
that, in the words of Matthew, others “may
see your good deeds and glorify your heav-
enly Father.”

Madam Speaker, Bishop Luers does this in-
credibly well. The school has many successful
graduates, an excellent graduation rate, and
impressive athletic achievements. In fact,
Bishop Luers has been named one of the Na-
tion’s leading Catholic high schools by the na-
tional Catholic High School Honor Roll. The
men and women of Bishop Luers who each
day serve students and families deserve our
deep gratitude.

Let me also take a moment briefly to note
the incredible work Catholic schools have
done and continue to do for minorities, often
non-Catholic, and often for very low cost. In-
deed, in many poor neighborhoods, the Catho-
lic school is the only good option available to
parents. In this way, Catholic schools play a
crucial role in the pursuit of justice by building
communities that respect the dignity of all peo-
ple. They deserve our support.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join with me in honoring Bishop Luers and
other Catholic schools across the country. It is
no exaggeration to say that such schools are
critical to the future of our country.
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THE INTRODUCTION OF CENTER

TO ADVANCE, MONITOR, AND
PRESERVE UNIVERSITY SECU-
RITY SAFETY ACT OF 2009 (H.R.
748)

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to introduce the Center to Ad-
vance, Monitor and Preserve University Secu-
rity (“CAMPUS”) Safety Act of 2009. The pur-
pose of this legislation is to enable our institu-
tions of higher education to easily obtain the
best information available on how to keep our
campuses safe and how to respond in the
event of a campus emergency. The bill cre-
ates a National Center for Campus Public
Safety (“Center”), which will be administered
through Department of Justice. The Center is
designed to train campus public safety agen-
cies in state of the art practices to assure
campus safety, encourage research to
strengthen college safety and security, and
serve as a clearinghouse for the dissemination
of relevant campus public safety information.
The Director of the Center will have authority
to award grants to institutions of higher learn-
ing to help them meet their enhanced public
safety goals.

Over the past few years we have seen nu-
merous tragedies occur at colleges and uni-
versities, including the disastrous events that
occurred at Virginia Tech and Northern lllinois
University. Unfortunately, because these
events were the first of their kind for the
schools, the Administrators were not fully
knowledgeable on the best practices to pre-
vent the tragedies and how to respond in the
aftermath. We therefore must assist our insti-
tutions of higher learning to keep campuses
safe.

The CAMPUS Safety Act will help institu-
tions of higher learning understand how to
prevent such tragedies from occurring, and
how to respond in case they do.

| urge my colleagues to cosponsor and sup-
port this important legislation to ensure that
the institutions of higher education have ac-
cess to information on how to keep their
schools safe.

RECOGNIZING JULIAN BOND
HON. DAVID E. PRICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, | rise to congratulate Julian Bond,
who will be recognized as the 2009 Humani-
tarian of the Year by the North Carolina State
Conference of the NAACP. | am proud to be
among those honoring him at the organiza-
tion’s 25th Annual Humanitarian Awards Ban-
quet on January 31, 2009.

From his student days to his current chair-
manship of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), Ju-
lian Bond has been at the forefront of move-
ments for civil rights and economic justice. As
an activist jailed for his convictions, a veteran
of more than 20 years in the Georgia General
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Assembly, and a university professor and writ-
er, he has been on the cutting edge of social
change since 1960.

Bond has experienced firsthand overt dis-
crimination and racial prejudice, and he has
spent a lifetime standing up against those who
would deny him and others equal opportunity
because of the color of their skin. He was a
founder of the Student Nonviolent Coordi-
nating Committee (SNCC) and was active in
protests and registration campaigns through-
out the South. He overcame opposition from
members of the Georgia House of Represent-
atives, and fought all the way to the United
States Supreme Court in order to take his
rightful seat. And he led a challenge delega-
tion from Georgia to the 1968 Democratic
Convention that successfully unseated Geor-
gia’s regular Democrats.

Bond has served since 1998 as Chairman
of the Board of the NAACP, the oldest and
largest civil rights organization in the United
States. In 2002, he received the prestigious
National Freedom Award. The holder of twen-
ty-five honorary degrees, Bond is a distin-
guished professor at American University in
Washington, DC, and a professor of history at
the University of Virginia.

Bond currently serves as Chairman of the
Premier Auto Group PAG (Volvo, Land Rover,
Aston-Martin, and Jaguar) Diversity Council
and is on the boards of People for the Amer-
ican Way, the Southern Poverty Law Center
and the Council for a Livable World, and the
advisory board of the Harvard Business
School Initiative on Social Enterprise, among
others.

Throughout his life and career, Dr. Bond
has effected change and remained steadfast
as an activist for social justice and civil rights
for African-Americans and other minorities. He
has led the nation by example, and | congratu-
late him for the honor he will receive in North
Carolina on January 31.

THE TAX FREE TIPS ACT
HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, | rise to help
millions of working Americans by introducing
the Tax Free Tips Act. As the title suggests,
this legislation makes tips exempt from federal
income and payroll taxes. Tips often compose
a substantial portion of the earnings of wait-
ers, waitresses, and other service-sector em-
ployees. However, unlike regular wages, a
service-sector employee usually has no guar-
antee of, or legal right to, a tip. Instead, the
amount of a tip usually depends on how well
an employee satisfies a client. Since the
amount of taxes one pays increases along
with the size of tip, taxing tips punishes work-
ers for doing a superior job!

Many service-sector employers are young
people trying to make money to pay for their
education, or single parents struggling to pro-
vide for their children. Oftentimes, these work-
ers work two jobs in hopes of making a better
life for themselves and their families. The Tax
Free Tips Act gives these hard-working Ameri-
cans an immediate pay raise. People may use
this pay raise to devote more resources to
their children’s, or their own, education, or to
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save for a home, retirement, or to start their
own businesses.

Helping Americans improve themselves by
reducing their taxes will make our country
stronger. |, therefore, hope all my colleges will
join me in cosponsoring the Tax Free Tips
Act.

CLEAN AIR FOR OUR BORDER

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, | have intro-
duced The Foreign Air Impact Regulation
(FAIR) Air Act (H.R. 677). The purpose of this
bill is to combat air pollution along our borders
and to ensure that our communities are not
unfairly penalized.

Our border communities are being besieged
by toxic pollutants from neighboring countries.
This is making the air quality along our border
worse than ever—and leaves our communities
with little recourse to improve the situation.

The FAIR AIR Act says that if pollution from
another country causes non-attainment of air
pollution regulations, then the EPA and the
Secretary of State should work together to
lower it! Furthermore, the effective date of re-
classification should be delayed until the Sec-
retary of State and local leaders develop a
plan with the neighboring country to improve
the air quality.

We cannot put this international problem on
the backs of those who simply happen to live
along the border. There truly needs to be a bi-
national cooperative solution to address this
important issue. We all breathe the same air
and it is only with bi-national cooperation and
working together to achieve better air quality
standards for alll

———

IN HONOR OF SHERBURNE COUNTY
SHERIFF BRUCE ANDERSON ON
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of Bruce Anderson, who retires
as Sheriff for Sherburne County, Minnesota,
on Friday, January 30th. As County Board
Chairman Arne Engstrom has said, Bruce An-
derson “raised the bar so high for sheriffs in
our state.”

Bruce Anderson, raised in Elk River, Min-
nesota, first started with the Sheriff's Office in
1975, when he forfeited a football scholarship
to the University of Minnesota to take a job as
a dispatcher-jailer with Sherburne County. He
was just 19 years old, but he knew he wanted
a career serving his community in law enforce-
ment.

Fourteen years ago, he took his experience
with the office to a new level when he was
elected to serve as the County’s Sheriff. His
professionalism and dedication earned him re-
election three more times, without any opposi-
tion. When he told the County Board that he
would be retiring, his announcement was
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