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and sell them. Mr. Holmes attended Glades
Central High School in Belle Glade, where he
excelled in football, basketball and track. He
went on to attend College at Ohio State from
2003 to 2005, where he starred as a wide re-
ceiver. In 2006 he was picked 25th in the first
round of the NFL draft.

Mr. Holmes’ performance in the Pittsburgh
Steelers’ victory over the Arizona Cardinals
was nothing short of tremendous. He caught 9
receptions for a total of 131 yards. It was his
last reception, however, that was most signifi-
cant. With less than a minute remaining, the
Steelers trailed the Cardinals 23-20. Steelers
quarterback Ben Roethlisberger, in an impro-
vised play, lofted the ball toward the right cor-
ner, over the hands of three defenders. Mr.
Holmes leaped to get it and managed to drag
both feet in bounds, his toes barely scraping
the grass before he tumbled out of bounds.
This touchdown and the subsequent conver-
sion gave the Steelers a winning margin of
27-23.

Madam Speaker, Mr. Holmes’ recognition as
the Most Valuable Player of Super Bowl XLIII
is well deserved. Mr. Holmes’ personal story
also highlights the promise and opportunity of
our great nation, that all Americans, even
those from the most humble of backgrounds,
may achieve tremendous things. | am ex-
tremely proud to congratulate Mr. Holmes and
encourage my colleagues to join me in doing
so as well.

————

TRIBUTE TO DR. THOMAS
GREENBOWE

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the excellence in education in the
4th Congressional District of lowa, and to spe-
cifically congratulate Dr. Thomas Greenbowe
of lowa State University, who has been named
the 2008 lowa Professor of the Year by the
Council for Advancement and Support of Edu-
cation (CASE) and The Carnegie Foundation
for the Advancement of Teaching.

The U.S. Professors of the Year is a pres-
tigious program that honors outstanding col-
lege and university instructors across the
country. National and state U.S. Professors of
the Year Awards are given each year to
teachers across the country that have touched
and elevated the lives and careers of their stu-
dents. Dr. Greenbowe has an accomplished
history as a Professor of Chemistry at lowa
State which began in 1990.

| congratulate Dr. Thomas Greenbowe on
his well-deserved lowa Professor of the Year
Award, and I'm certain that he will continue to
improve Chemistry and Science education for
many years to come. It is a great honor to
represent Dr. Greenbowe in the United States
Congress, and | wish him continued success.
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THE MILITARY DOMESTIC AND
SEXUAL VIOLENCE RESPONSE ACT

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, | am
proud to reintroduce the Military Domestic and
Sexual Violence Response Act. This important
piece of legislation will ensure greater protec-
tions for service members and their families if
they become victims of violence. It also will
strengthen programs to prevent violence
against fellow soldiers and military families.

Unfortunately, sexual assault and domestic
violence are pervasive and serious problems
throughout all branches of the military. In
March 2008, the Department of Defense
(DoD) released their fourth annual sexual as-
sault report, which stated that there were
2,688 reports of sexual assault in 2007. Al-
though this is down from the 2,947 allegations
of sexual assaults reported in 2006, the DoD
changed their reporting requirements from cal-
endar year to fiscal year, so there is no way
to tell if this reflects a decrease in sexual as-
saults or not. In 2006, there was a 24 percent
increase in reported sexual assaults compared
to 2005. In 2004, the DoD reported 9,000 inci-
dents of spousal abuse. A 2005 Sexual Har-
assment and Assault Survey of the Service
Academies found six percent of females and
one percent of males said they were sexually
assaulted in 2004-2005, and less than half
the females who experienced sexual assault
reported it. In this same survey, 60 percent of
female cadets indicated sexual harassment
was about the same as when they first en-
rolled at their academy.

While the DoD has been making efforts to
improve its prevention and response to do-
mestic and sexual violence, victim services re-
main incomplete and inconsistent among the
various branches. There have been reports
that victims advocates, charged with protecting
the victim’s rights, have been denied re-
sources to do their job, and in some instances
been forced off the base all together. Further-
more, DoD policies are not codified in the Uni-
form Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) and do
not offer the same level of rights and protec-
tions afforded to civilian victims. Perhaps most
importantly, victims are unable to seek con-
fidential counseling and treatment without fear
that their records might become public if they
press charges against their assailant.

My bill, the Military Domestic and Sexual Vi-
olence Response Act, seeks to bring military
law up to par with civilian laws by establishing
a comprehensive approach for the military to
address domestic violence and sexual assault
among our soldiers. Specifically, this bill will:

Establish an Office of Victims Advocate
(OVA) within DoD, bring the Family Advocacy
Program under OVA, and create a Director of
OVA to oversee and coordinate efforts to pre-
vent and respond to cases of family violence,
domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking
with the military and among military families

Codify rights, restitution policies, treatment
and other services for victims within the
UCMJ, including creating comprehensive con-
fidentiality protocols to protect the rights of vic-
tims within military law

Strengthen policies for reporting, pros-
ecuting and treating perpetrators of violence
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Create counseling and treatment programs
through the Department of Veterans Affairs

The military should be at the forefront of
prosecuting assailants and setting the highest
standards for treatment of service men and
women, or military family members, victimized
by sexual assault and domestic violence. Our
Armed Forces must be able to guarantee the
most basic protections to ensure these victims
can receive necessary counseling, treatment,
and justice.

If a victim cannot access essential care for
fear of stigma, threats to their career, or be-
cause they just do not know what resources
are available, the military will continue to lose
valuable female and male soldiers. These men
and women who serve our country in uniform
put themselves in harms way to protect our
nation from threats at home and abroad. They
deserve the same rights and protections as
the civilians whose freedoms they protect. My
bill ensures service members are adequately
protected when dealing with the horrible trag-
edy of sexual assault or domestic violence.

Do not allow our brave service members to
be victimized twice, once by their perpetrator
and then again by the military’s lack of appro-
priate, compassionate, and confidential treat-
ment and response.

Madam Speaker, | encourage all Members
to join me in cosponsoring the Military Domes-
tic and Sexual Violence Response Act.

———

TRIBUTE TO ELIZABETH
LORENTZEN

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the excellence in education in the
4th Congressional District of lowa, and to spe-
cifically congratulate Elizabeth Lorentzen of
Decorah Community School District, who
earned the National Board Certification—the
highest level of certification in the teaching
profession.

National Board Certification is a voluntary
assessment program designed to recognize
and reward great teachers. National Board
Certified Teachers (NBCTs) have successfully
demonstrated advanced teaching knowledge,
skills and practices. Certification is achieved
through a rigorous, performance-based as-
sessment that typically takes one to three
years to complete. Certification is offered in 25
different subjects, covering 97 percent of the
subjects taught in K-12 schools.

| congratulate Elizabeth Lorentzen on her
well-deserved certification, and I'm certain that
she will continue to touch the lives of many
youth in her community. It is a great honor to
represent Elizabeth in the United States Con-
gress, and | wish her continued success.

——
IN REMEMBRANCE OF BUDDY

HOLLY, RITCHIE VALENS, J.P.
“THE BIG BOPPER” RICHARDSON

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in remembrance of those who lost their
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lives on what would become known as “The
Day the Music Died.” Fifty years ago today,
on February 3, 1959, a plane crashed near
Clear Lake, lowa, killing Buddy Holly, Ritchie
Valens, J.P. “The Big Bopper” Richardson,
and the pilot of the plane Roger Peterson.
These musicians individually and collectively
influenced a generation.

Charles Hardin Holley, the singer known as
Buddy Holly was born on September 7, 1936
and was a pioneer in rock-'n-roll. He was
raised in a musical family and found his calling
in rock-"n’-roll in 1955. Buddy Holly shared the
stage with many of the artists who were influ-
enced by his work, such as Bob Dylan, Paul
Simon, The Beatles, and the Rolling Stones,
prior to his untimely death at the age of 22.

Ritchie Valens, born Richard Stevens
Valenzeula, was equally influential in his brief
musical career. Born of Mexican decent,
Valens was raised on mariachi and flamenco
guitar music. He later used this influence to
develop the unique Spanish language rock so
many grew to love, such as in his hit “La
Bamba,” which was originally a Mexican Folk
song.

Jiles Perry Richardson, Jr., known as “The
Big Bopper”, was a disk jockey, singer and
songwriter who thrilled fans with classic re-
cordings such as “Chantilly Lace,” and wrote
such as “White Lightnin” for George Jones
and “Running Bear” for Johnny Preston. Fifty
years later after their death, their songs con-
tinue to grace the airways and influence many
musicians today.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in celebrating the lives of Buddy Holly,
Ritchie Valens and J.P. “The Big Bopper”
Richardson for their lives were cut tragically
short but whose music will continue to live on.

——————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
GERALD SCHOENFELD

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. NADLER of New York. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to celebrate the life of Gerald
Schoenfeld, who, as chairman of the Shubert
Organization for more than 3 decades, was in-
strumental in revitalizing theater in New York
and in making Broadway a national brand.

The Shubert Organization owns and oper-
ates theaters in New York, Boston, Philadel-
phia, and Washington, DC. On Broadway,
where it is preeminent in theatrical influence,
the organization owns 17 theaters, most of
which are in my Congressional District. Addi-
tionally, the Shubert Foundation provides
major support to nonprofit theaters and dance
companies across the country.

Gerry Shoenfeld believed that the Shubert
Organization was much more than a custodian
of theaters. In fact, the organization invested
in and produced many significant plays and
musicals, winning numerous Tony Awards.
With his friend and business partner Bernard
Jacobs, Gerry Schoenfeld was involved in pre-
senting or producing everything from popular
blockbusters, like Cats and Phantom of the
Opera, to critically acclaimed productions like
The Life & Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby,
Amadeus, Dreamgirls, Sunday in the Park
With George, The Real Thing, and The Heidi
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Chronicles. Again with Jacobs, Schoenfeld
was instrumental in moving A Chorus Line
from the New York Shakespeare Festival to
Broadway, where it ran for 15 years.

Gerry Schoenfeld knew all the players, big
and small, in the Broadway theatrical commu-
nity and in the world beyond it. His dedication
to Shubert employees was legendary. He
knew everyone from the box office workers to
the backstage crewmembers by name, and
often spent his Saturdays making the rounds
of the Shubert theaters, personally ensuring
that things were running the way he wanted
them to.

Perhaps one of his most important contribu-
tions lay in his tireless efforts to demonstrate
how powerful an economic engine the theater
industry is, not only for New York, but also for
the nation. Still another achievement was his
success in spearheading the effort to make
New York's theater district and the sur-
rounding Times Square area family-friendly
destinations.

A native New Yorker, Schoenfeld attended
local public schools, graduated from the Uni-
versity of lllinois, served in the Army during
World War |l, and earned a law degree from
New York University’s School of Law. He was
a member of the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences and a faculty member of Colum-
bia University’s School of the Arts. American
theater suffered a true loss with the death of
Gerald Shoenfeld on November 25, 2008 at
the age of 84.

Madam Speaker, it is fitting that Gerald
Schoenfeld, who left such an important legacy
to Broadway and to America, be remembered
and honored.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF THE FAMILY
AND MEDICAL LEAVE ENHANCE-
MENT ACT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, Nearly
16 years ago, President Clinton signed into
law the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA,
PL 103-3), legislation that allows employees
to take time off from work to care for a new
baby or sick family member. Because of this
landmark legislation, tens of millions of Ameri-
cans have been able to take up to 12 weeks
of unpaid leave without the risk of losing their
jobs.

Building on the successes of the FMLA,
today | will introduce legislation that would
allow more workers to take leave to care for
their family members and allow parents to
take leave for parent-teacher conferences and
family members’ doctor’s appointments.

The Family and Medical Leave Enhance-
ment Act would broaden protections under the
FMLA to allow employees in companies with
more than 25 employees to take family or
medical leave. Current law applies only to
companies with 50 or more employees. The
legislation would also provide up to 24 hours
per year of unpaid Parental Involvement and
Family Wellness leave, which will allow par-
ents and grandparents to attend parent-teach-
er conferences or to take their children, grand-
children or other family members to the doctor
for regular medical or dental appointments. In
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these trying economic times, it is more impor-
tant than ever that family members be able to
take time off of work to care for each other,
without the risk of losing their jobs.
Then-presidential candidate Obama en-
dorsed this concept in a June, 2008 speech in
Albuquerque, NM, saying, “With more and
more households headed by two working par-
ents—or a single working parent—it's also
time to dramatically expand the Family and
Medical Leave Act. Since more Americans are
working for small businesses, I'll expand
FMLA to cover businesses with as few as 25
employees—this will reach millions of Amer-
ican workers who aren’t covered today. . . .
We’'ll allow parents to take 24 hours of annual
leave to join school activities with their kids.”
On behalf of America’s families, | urge my
fellow colleagues to join me in support of the
Family and Medical Leave Enhancement Act.

———

COMMEMORATING STONY BROOK
FIRE DEPARTMENT’S 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to mark an important milestone in
the civic life of Stony Brook, New York, a pic-
turesque college town on the shores of Long
Island Sound. In 1909, a small group of volun-
teers founded the Stony Brook Fire Depart-
ment, beginning a tradition of service that has
continued uninterrupted for 100 years.

The job of volunteer firefighting has
changed significantly in the past century. Fire
alarms in Stony Brook are no longer broadcast
with church bells, and the Fire Department’s
original hand-drawn chemical firefighting appa-
ratus has been replaced with state-of-the-art
equipment.

However, Madam Speaker, the spirit of vol-
unteer firefighters remains undiminished, and
is as vital today as ever before. | join their
neighbors in thanking the Stony Brook Fire
Department for 100 years of protecting the
community and wish them the best as they
enter a second century of service.

———————

TRIBUTE TO FOUR FLORIDA
VETERANS

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

MR. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to pay tribute to the lives and leg-
acies of the late Ernest Holman, John Joseph
Sweet, Nathaniel Henry Winger, and Pedro
Aguero. Following years of courageous, dutiful
and patriotic service to their country while
serving in the United States Army, these four
men found themselves homeless and without
families.

After dedicating years of their lives, these
four brave and patriotic men answered the call
of duty by risking their lives to serve and pro-
tect our Nation. As citizens we owe these men
an overabundance of gratitude and respect for
their compassion, commitment, and dedication
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