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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING COLLIN DOUGLAS
EDWARDS

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2009

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Collin Douglas Edwards of
Kansas City, Missouri. Collin is a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 314, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Collin has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Collin has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Collin Douglas Edwards
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts
of America and for his efforts put forth in
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle
Scout.

————

CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE
PROGRAM REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 4, 2009

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, | strongly support H.R. 2, the
Children’s Health Insurance Program Reau-
thorization Act of 2009. | want to thank Rep-
resentative PALLONE for introducing the bill,
and Chairmen RANGEL, MILLER, and WAXMAN
for moving it quickly to the floor.

Investing in children’s health care is an in-
vestment in our future, which will help
strengthen our next generation and save
health care costs in the long run. With this leg-
islation, we are saying that the phrase “chil-
dren are our most precious resource,” is no
longer just a cliche. We are putting our money
where our mouths are. And we are doing it in
a fiscally responsible way.

While we all want to balance budgets and
control spending, skimping on children’s health
care simply makes no sense. That's why this
small increase in the tobacco tax, about 62
cents a pack, is a smart thing to do. It will
deter non-smokers from trying smoking, and it
will ensure that we are not adding to our
budget deficit.

The CHIP Reauthorization Act preserves the
coverage for all 7.1 million children currently
covered by CHIP and provides coverage for
an additional 4.1 million uninsured children
who are currently eligible for, but not enrolled
in, CHIP and Medicaid.

Far too often, constituents contact me seek-
ing help with their medical expenses because
they have no health insurance. And the lack of
health insurance is not for lack of trying.
Sadly, even millions who have jobs in this
troubled economy lack health insurance. This
bill will help those families who should never
have had to decide between putting food on
the table and taking a sick child to the doctor.

While this bill will not ensure coverage for
every single child in the nation, it is a great
first start. This bill gives states the option of
covering legal immigrant children during their
first five years in the United States. Without
this provision, parents of children with condi-
tions from diabetes to scleroderma to scoliosis
would have to continue to wait up to five years
from the time they discovered the condition
until they can afford treatment for their child.

Now, states like California can choose to
prevent such heartbreaking situations. And |
hope they do.

| am committed to working toward quality,
affordable, and universal coverage for all in
America. While that might seem an unattain-
able goal to some, the CHIP Reauthorization
Act gives me hope that we are on our way.

As an expectant mother who is fortunate
enough to have good healthcare coverage, |
owe it to my constituents and to all in America
to provide them with the same ability to care
for themselves and their families. | urge my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to sup-
port this important bill.

————

A TRIBUTE TO PROFESSOR JIM
KLONOSKI

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2009

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, James
Richard Klonoski died on January 30, 2009, at
the age of 83. It is impossible to summarize
his life in a few words, but | offer this tribute.

Jim was a man of sound convictions who
valued and respected opposing views. He was
keenly interested and engaged in politics. He
was a teacher who invited his students to ex-
plore the world and challenged them to think.
He understood that good teaching is full of
ideas and committed himself to 40 years of
excellence at the University of Oregon. He
was a generous mentor and a leader who
helped shape Oregon politics and politicians.

Jim Klonoski believed in the future. A host
of public officials in Oregon will tell you they
were inspired by Professor Klonoski to hope
for and to work like hell for change. His son,
Jake, noted the historic inauguration of Presi-
dent Barack Obama was a joyous family cele-
bration of his father's unshakable faith in a
better future.

Jim Klonoski’s family was the center of his
universe. His life was infused with love and
admiration for his wife and children. His stu-
dents were frequently amused and sometimes

amazed by stories about the children. He was
equally devoted to his wife of 30 years, Ann
Aiken, and Judge Aiken was a frequent guest
in his political science classes.

No tribute to Jim is complete without men-
tion of baseball. He was a fan and a fanatic.
Legions of local baseball families remember
Jim as a fixture at his sons’ games, and area
umpires no doubt recall the many tips he of-
fered them in hopes of improving their offici-
ating skills.

There is a Japanese proverb that says “Bet-
ter than a thousand days of diligent study is
one day with a great teacher.” All of us privi-
leged to have had our day with Jim Klonoski
are grieving his unexpected death.

HONORING JOALINE OLSON OF
NAPA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2009

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam,
Speaker, | rise today to recognize JoAline
Olson, who is leaving after 12 years of invalu-
able service as the distinguished CEO of St.
Helena Hospital. Mrs. Olson is to be com-
mended for her incredible achievements and
outstanding contributions to the well-being of
the Napa Valley and beyond.

Mrs. Olson’s career with St. Helena Hospital
began over 23 years ago. Under her leader-
ship, the hospital has been recognized as one
of the top 100 cardiovascular hospitals in the
country. The hospital was also named St. Hel-
ena Chamber of Commerce 2008 Family
Friendly Business of the Year, among numer-
ous other awards. Mrs. Olson personally was
given the 2002 Adventist Community Life
Award and named North Bay Businesswoman
of the Year in 2001.

Mrs. Olson is known in the community for
her commitment to quality, whole person care
and the patient experience. She is responsible
for starting Napa Valley Hospice, the first hos-
pice program in Napa County for terminally ill
patients. She also brought hospitals in St. Hel-
ena and Clearlake together under one gov-
erning board, improving coordination and qual-
ity of care for patients at both hospitals. She
has been instrumental in raising $28 million to
build a new regional cancer center that will
offer communities access to state of the art
cancer treatments.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, it is appro-
priate at this time that we thank JoAline Olson
for her years of dedication and service on be-
half of the residents of Napa and Lake coun-
ties. She has been a role model for anyone
who strives to give back to his or her commu-
nity. | join her husband David and their two
daughters, Amanda and Monica, in thanking
JoAline and wishing her the best of luck in her
new position.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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HONORING TIMOTHY ZACHARIAH
HANNON

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2009

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Timothy Zachariah
Hannon of Gladstone, Missouri. Timothy is a
very special young man who has exemplified
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts
of America, Troop 314, and earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Timothy has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Timothy has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Timothy Zachariah
Hannon for his accomplishments with the Boy
Scouts of America and for his efforts put forth
in achieving the highest distinction of Eagle
Scout.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF THE FAMILY-
FRIENDLY WORKPLACE ACT

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2009

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Madam
Speaker, | have tried come up with legislation
that would give us more than 24 hours in a
day—but | have not figured out how to do that.
So for the time being, | am introducing the
Family-Friendly Workplace Act that aims to
give working people the opportunity to spend
more time with their families.

Last week marked the 16th anniversary of
the enactment of the Family and Medical
Leave Act of 1993, FMLA, which provides im-
portant job protections for America’s working
families who take leave for the birth or adop-
tion of a child or because of one’s own serious
health condition or that of a family member.
The Family-Friendly Workplace Act would
complement the FMLA by providing employ-
ees with an option to accrue paid time off,
which could then be taken by the employee at
a later date. Under the Family-Friendly Work-
place Act, compensatory time, known as
“comp time,” belongs to the employee, and
the employee can use it for any purpose, at
any time. Hourly paid workers are often less
able to take unpaid leave under FMLA. In con-
trast, comp time is directed specifically at
hourly workers, giving hourly workers the op-
portunity to have the same flexibility that sala-
ried workers, as well as workers in the public
sector, already enjoy.

As we all know, time is one of our most pre-
cious resources. We all want more of it, and
yet we only have 24 hours in a day. That
means we have to figure out how to work a
full day, run errands, pack lunches, make din-
ner, and spend quality time with our kids,
spouse, or elderly parent.

One of the biggest struggles parents face is
how to balance work and family. Being a new
mom myself, | struggle with balancing these
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aspects every day. This bill will give people
more flexibility so workers can put in the time
they need to get the job done, but also make
sure they can make the school play, stay
home with a sick child, or care for an elderly
parent.

The perception is that working mothers and
parents have a greater desire for workplace
flexibility than other workers; the reality is that
men and women, parents and non-parents,
younger and older workers alike place a high
priority on increased flexibility at work.

A study by the Employment Family Founda-
tion found that a significant majority, 75 per-
cent, of workers prefer time off instead of
overtime pay, and more than eight in ten
women, 81 percent, prefer to have that benefit
as well.

For many employers, flexible work arrange-
ments are necessary to attract and retain
quality employees. In return for offering em-
ployees alternative work arrangements and
greater flexibility in work schedules, employers
gain a workforce that is more productive, com-
mitted, and focused. For example, an insur-
ance company in my home State of Wash-
ington saw per-employee revenue increase 70
percent over 5 years after implementing flexi-
ble work options.

In talking with Wayne Williams, president
and CEO of Telect in Spokane, Washington,
he told me that they are doing more to give
their employees greater flexibility including
personal days and utilizing technology to give
them the flexibility to work from home.

This isn’t just a workforce issue; it is also a
community and family issue.

The bill I am introducing would allow private
sector employers the option to offer employ-
ees additional time off in lieu of overtime pay.
One of the greatest obstacles to flexibility in
the workplace is the 1938 Fair Labor Stand-
ards Act, known as the “FLSA,” which gov-
erns the work schedules and pay of millions of
hourly workers. While the law may have been
a good fit for the workforce in the 1930s, a lot
has changed in 70 years, and FLSA is simply
not relevant to the needs of modern families.

Our labor force isn’t what it used to be. Be-
tween 1950 and 2000, the labor force partici-
pation rate of women between 25 and 55
years of age more than doubled. Today, more
than 75 percent of these women are in the
labor market. Less than 12 percent of mothers
with children under the age of six were in the
labor force in 1950. Today, more than 60 per-
cent work outside the home.

The FLSA fails to address the needs and
preferences of employees in the area of flexi-
ble work schedules. Although salaried employ-
ees typically have greater flexibility in their
day-to-day schedules, hourly employees are
much more restricted—due in large part to the
outdated FLSA—in their ability to gain greater
flexibility in their work schedules.

The goal of the Family-Friendly Workplace
Act is simple: to reconcile the overtime re-
quirements under the FLSA with employee de-
mands for increased workplace flexibility. Spe-
cifically, the bill would give private sector em-
ployers the option of allowing their employees
to voluntarily choose paid comp time off in lieu
of overtime pay. Since 1985, public sector em-
ployees have been able to bank comp time
hours in order to have additional time off for
vacation or other family needs. There is no
justification for denying private sector employ-
ees an option under the FLSA which, by most
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accounts, has been successful and immensely
popular with public sector hourly employees
for over 20 years.

To be clear, the Family-Friendly Workplace
Act would not change the employer’s obliga-
tion under the FLSA to pay overtime at the
rate of one-and-one-half times an employee’s
regular rate of pay for any hours worked over
40 in a seven day period. The bill would sim-
ply allow overtime compensation to be given—
at the employee’s request—as paid comp time
off, at the rate of one-and-one-half hours of
comp time for each hour of overtime worked,
provided the employee and the employer
agree on that form of overtime compensation.
The bill contains numerous protections to en-
sure that the choice and use of comp time is
a decision made by the employee.

Since we can’t do anything about adding
more hours to the day, | hope my colleagues
will join me in supporting something that gives
us a little more flexibility in how we spend that
time—the Family-Friendly Workplace Act. We
need to respond to the growing needs of
workers who want to better integrate work and
family. Let’s allow working women and men to
decide for themselves whether paid time off or
extra pay best fits their needs and that of their
families.

——————

HONORING THOMAS ALAN
PRINSLOW

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2009

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Thomas Alan Prinslow of
Kansas City, Missouri. Thomas is a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 314, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Thomas has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Thomas has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Thomas Alan Prinslow for
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

——————

TRIBUTE TO IVO KRAMER,
AUGLAIZE COUNTY COMMISSIONER

HON. JIM JORDAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2009

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, it is
my honor today to pay tribute to former
Auglaize County Commissioner Ivo Kramer of
Wapakoneta, Ohio. Ivo retired at the end of
2008 after twelve years of outstanding service
to the people of Auglaize County.

Ivo was first elected to the Board of Com-
missioners in 1997 following a distinguished
40-year career with the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Soil Conservation Serv-
ice (later renamed the Natural Resources
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