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Madam Speaker, to ensure our access to
emergency care is protected, we must ad-
dress this issue. | believe the provisions in my
bill, H.R. 1188, “Access to Emergency Medical
Services Act” will help by developing emer-
gency department boarding and ambulance di-
version standards and quality measures. |
urge their consideration as the bill moves for-
ward through the legislative process.

Emergency care is the most overlooked part
of the health care system. But it is the number
one service that everyone depends on in their
hour of need. It needs our attention now.

In addition, we need to think forward to en-
sure that our system also accommodates fu-
ture needs. To do so, we must address the
shortage of board-certified emergency physi-
cians. The Society for Academic Emergency
Medicine, in 2008, published an Assessment
of Emergency Physician Workforce Needs in
the United States. The authors reviewed 2005
data and found that the supply of emergency
medicine  residency-trained, board-certified
emergency physicians will not meet future de-
mand. Specifically, they found that only 55%
of the demand for emergency medical board-
certified physicians currently is met.

| agree with the need to enhance our pre-
vention efforts and have introduced H.R. 3851,
the “Physical Activity Guidelines for Americans
Act” to help educate Americans of all ages re-
garding the need for physical activity, taking
responsibility for one’s health and staying fit.
However, experience shows that not everyone
will adhere to recommended guidelines, and
genetic predisposition, trauma and seasonal
flu or other illnesses such as H1N1 will con-
tinue to bring people to our nation’s emer-
gency rooms. Therefore, we must be sure
emergency departments are equipped to han-
dle our needs.

In June 2006, the Institute of Medicine
(IOM) released three landmark reports on the
“Future of Emergency Care in the United
States Health System,” detailing the chal-
lenges and concerns this nation faces in main-
taining access to emergency medical services.
The IOM reported that the nation’s emergency
medical system as a whole is overburdened,
underfunded and highly fragmented.

Emergency care has long been overlooked
and as a result it is stretched to a breaking
point. As Congress focuses on health reform
this year, | urge my colleagues to recognize
the role emergency medicine plays in our
safety net and support the provisions in the
health reform bill that strengthen emergency
care. Further, | urge my colleagues to work to
adequately support our emergency medical
system by further addressing boarding and di-
version as the bill moves forward.

——————

IN APPRECIATION OF SAN BRUNO
MAYOR LARRY FRANZELLA

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 2, 2009

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, this week
the City of San Bruno will see a changing of
the guard as Mayor Larry Franzella steps
down from the post he has held for a decade.

A native of San Francisco, Mayor Franzella
moved to San Bruno as a boy and attended
local schools, including Crestmoor High
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School, Skyline College and the College of
San Mateo. He’s a classic example of “local
boy makes good.” He began a successful real
estate career in 1975 and over three decades
has risen through the ranks of his profession,
serving as President of the San Bruno Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Rotary Club of San
Bruno and the San Mateo County Association
of Realtors, and as Regional Vice-President of
the California Association of Realtors. He cur-
rently serves as President of Prudential Cali-
fornia Realty in San Bruno.

Larry Franzella has served his adopted city
of San Bruno in a myriad of ways. Besides his
aforementioned community and business as-
sociations, Larry served as a member of the
Personnel Board and was a founding member
of the city’s Citizens Crime Prevention Com-
mittee. In 1987, the people of San Bruno
elected Larry to his first of two terms on the
city council. Then in 1999, after a two-year hi-
atus, voters chose Larry to serve as Mayor—
a post he held for five consecutive two-year
terms. In this role, he also represented San
Bruno as a member of the regional Airport
Roundtable.

Madam Speaker, everyone in this chamber
knows how important it is to have dedicated,
intelligent people serve on local boards, com-
missions and city councils. The work can be
difficult, the hours long and the pay virtually
non-existent, yet we ask these selfless public
servants to give far more than they receive to
assure that the residents and taxpayers under
their care are provided for. Mayor Larry
Franzella is one of those dedicated and self-
less leaders.

Larry has certainly earned his retirement.
However, knowing Larry like | do, | am sure
that he will never retire from community serv-
ice. On behalf of my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives, | want to
thank Mayor Larry Franzella for his longtime
service to the people of San Bruno and the
County of San Mateo.

CELEBRATING THE 60TH WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY OF HERMAN AND
MARJORIE WILLIAMS

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 2, 2009

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today along with my esteemed colleague from
California, Barbara Lee, in order to congratu-
late Herman and Marjorie Williams of Balti-
more, Maryland, as they celebrate sixty years
of marriage. Since they exchanged their vows
on November 24, 1949, these high school
sweethearts have been extraordinary parents,
friends, and members of their community.

Over the decades of their marriage, they
contended against racism and segregation as
they pursued their careers, Herman as one of
the first black firefighters in Baltimore and
Marjorie at Westinghouse. Their commitment
to hard work and to their family never
wavered.

Herman eventually became the nation’s first
African-American major-city fire chief and Mar-
jorie retired after a long and exemplary career.
Even after her retirement, Marjorie has volun-
teered her time with many charitable organiza-
tions, dedicating herself to helping the less for-
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tunate. Always an adventuresome spirit, she
has also continued to pursue her love of trav-
el.

The two of them together raised four won-
derful and successful children: Marjorie,
Clolita, Montel, and Herman. Marjorie and
Herman have a fierce dedication to their fam-
ily, and the values they instilled led their chil-
dren to prominent careers in the arts, edu-
cation, civil service, and broadcast media.

The Williams have been an inspiration to
their friends, their family, to their community,
and to everyone determined to triumph in the
face of adversity.

On November 28, 2009, they celebrated
their anniversary along with family and friends.
Please join us in wishing them the best of luck
as they continue to spend their lives loving
and supporting each other and bringing joy
and happiness to their family and friends.

———

HONORING BRIAN AND DORIE
BARKEY

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 2, 2009

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, on Wednes-
day, December 2nd, the Tall Pine Council—
Boy Scouts of America is bestowing its Distin-
guished Citizen Award on Brian and Dorie
Barkey. A dinner will be held in their honor in
Grand Blanc, Michigan.

Dorie Barkey retired from the Red Cross in
1999 and the Crim Race Director asked her to
direct the Crim Adult Training Program. Brian
became the volunteer training program coordi-
nator about the same time. Under their leader-
ship the training program set all time records
for the following 8 years. Between 1999 and
2008 Dorie and Brian had enrolled 7200 train-
ees in the program. The training program is
known nationally as the largest training pro-
gram for a single event in the world.

Brian, a Genesee County attorney with over
37 years of law practice, served on the Crim
Board of Directors for 15 years and was Presi-
dent of the Board for 4 years. Active with the
Genesee County Bar Association, he served
as editor of its publication, Bar Beat, for 3
years. He was recognized for his work in 2002
and was awarded the Genesee County Distin-
guished Mediator of the Year Award. The fol-
lowing year he served as the Genesee County
Bar Association’s President and he currently
serves as the “chairman for life” of the Bar
Association’s Community Holiday Dinner. The
Michigan State Bar Association bestowed its
Unsung Hero Award on Brian for his work with
the Crim Race in 2009.

Madam Speaker, | ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating Dorie
and Brian Barkey as they receive the Distin-
guished Citizen Award. The Tall Pine Council
grants the award to those persons that exem-
plify Scouting values and have made a signifi-
cant impact in the community. Both Dorie and
Brian Barkey have spent their lives working to
build a better community and | wish them the
best as they continue to assist the people of
the Flint area.
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SPECIAL OLYMPICS MASSACHU-
SETTS AND MR. DON DOWD

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 2, 2009

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to commend Special Olympics, Massa-
chusetts and longtime friend Donald J. Dowd.
Both Special Olympics, Massachusetts and
Mr. Dowd have been fixtures in New England
and wonderful contributors to the people and
culture of our region.

As my colleagues know, Special Olympics
provides year-round sports training, athletic
competition and other related programming for
athletes with intellectual disabilities.

This organization founded by my Aunt Eu-
nice Kennedy Shriver in 1968, contributes to
the physical, social, and psychological devel-
opment of people with intellectual disabilities.
It is a global force for change with over 2.5
million athletes participating world wide rep-
resenting over 140 countries.

In Massachusetts and Rhode Island, Special
Olympics does amazing things for the people
of New England. Special Olympics Massachu-
setts also offers Unified Sports, an initiative
that combines approximately equal numbers of
Special Olympics athletes and athletes without
intellectual disabilities, called Partners, on
sports teams for training and competition.

One of Special Olympics’ greatest sup-
porters has been Donald Dowd, or Don as |
affectionately call him. He worked for and vol-
unteered for my Father in the Other Body for
over 40 years, as well as for my uncles. He
was responsible for coordinating the opening
of the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library
and has served as a member of the John F.
Kennedy Library Foundation Board since its
inception, helping to found the Friends of the
Kennedy Library.

He is a lifelong resident of Springfield, Mas-
sachusetts, began his career in public service
as President Kennedy’s Assistant Regional Di-
rector of the U.S. Postal Service for the six
New England States, and was a political advi-
sor to U.S. Senator Robert F. Kennedy. | am
proud to call him a friend and thank him for
his dedication to my family, to Special Olym-
pics, to our region and to our country.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 2, 2009

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speaker, | re-
gret that | missed rollcall vote No. 902-904
and vote No. 911-913. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” on all rollcall votes.

—————

HONORING WORLD AIDS
AWARENESS DAY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 2, 2009

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize World AIDS Awareness Day. This
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awareness initiative started on December 1,
1988 with the purpose of raising money, in-
creasing awareness, fighting prejudice, and
improving education on HIV/AIDS topics. The
World AIDS Day theme for 2009 is “Universal
Access and Human Rights,” serving as an im-
portant reminder that HIV/AIDS has not gone
away, and that there are many things still to
be done.

According to the United Nations Joint Pro-
gramme on HIV/AIDS, there are 33.4 million
cases of HIV/AIDS worldwide. Approximately
1.1 million of these cases are in the United
States, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, and there are more
than 50,000 new HIV/AIDS infections reported
each year in America. Sadly, minority commu-
nities face the brunt of its reach. African Amer-
ican are the most affected, representing half of
the total 1.1 million cases in the United States.
Blacks are 8 times more likely to have AIDS
than their White counterparts. The racial dis-
parities are clear, with HIV being the main
cause of death for both Black men and
women between the ages of 25 to 44. It is of
utmost importance that we take action and
stand together to stop this pandemic from
spreading further.

Congress has played its part in trying to
stop the HIV/AIDS epidemic. | applaud the
House for passing the Ryan White HIV/AIDS
Treatment Extension Act. The Ryan White
program has been serving people with AIDS
and HIV for nearly two decades. It provides
care, treatment, and support services to nearly
half a million people—most of whom are low-
income. This bill increases the authorization
level for each part of the Ryan White program
by 5 percent a year for the next four years,
making important investments in care and
treatment services to ensure the highest qual-
ity of life for HIV/AIDS patients, while also
funding prevention and outreach programs. |
have myself introduced H.R. 1964, The Na-
tional Black Clergy for the Elimination of HIV/
AIDS Act of 2009, which seeks funds for the
prevention, testing, education, treatment and
care of HIV/AIDS.

Although great efforts have been made to
fight HIV/AIDS, much is left to be done by
both, the government and citizens. World
AIDS Awareness Day is about prevention,
education, and increasing awareness of this
pandemic that is affecting millions around the
globe. This day will bring to many the edu-
cation necessary to create the awareness nec-
essary to prevent HIV/AIDS, as well as give
us a moment to recognize and remember
those who have suffered from this disease.

HONORING THE RESOLVE AND
TEAMWORK OF THE NORTH
BRANCH HIGH SCHOOL VARSITY
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL TEAM

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 2, 2009

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to acknowledge the hard work, de-
termination and teamwork displayed by the
2009 North Branch Varsity Girls Volleyball
Team. These young women endured a gruel-
ing 83 match season and in the end came out
on top as the Class B Michigan State Cham-
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pions! They collected an impressive overall
record of 76-5—2. This was a historic accom-
plishment because it was the first sports title
ever in the school’s history.

Coach Jim Fish did a tremendous job lead-
ing the team and bringing them together as a
cohesive unit to accomplish a common goal—
winning a state title. | commend all the assist-
ant coaches, support staff, teachers, parents
and fans in the community for their help and
making this a season to remember.

However, the road to the state finals at Kel-
logg Arena in Battle Creek was anything but a
walk in the park. Despite graduating eight
players from the 2008 squad, the Lady Bron-
cos rolled through the regular season winning
the Tri-Valley East Conference Title. Nonethe-
less, the Lady Broncos did hit a slight speed
bump when they fell to Bloomfield Hills Mar-
ian. But in all fairness, | must state that
Bloomfield did go on to win the Class A State
Title. Now some teams might have taken this
defeat as a negative experience, but not the
Lady Broncos. They learned from this loss and
rebounded to attain a number one ranking for
most of the season.

North Branch realized the conference cham-
pionship brought them just a step closer to
their ultimate goal so the team once again
pulled up their sleeves, laced up their shoes
and got back to work.

The Lady Broncos continued their memo-
rable quest as they picked additional trophies
for the school’s display case winning the dis-
trict title and regional title and an eventual
spot in the state quarterfinals.

Here the team faced-off against a feisty
Cadillac Team. The Lady Broncos proved their
tenacity and resilience as they beat Cadillac in
four hard fought sets. Next North Branch was
matched up against Delton Kellogg. But unfor-
tunately for Kellogg, it just was not in the
cards for them to win on this Saturday be-
cause destiny was on the side of the Lady
Broncos. There was nothing Kellogg could do
on the court to prevent North Branch from
raising the championship trophy in glorious tri-
umph. The Lady Broncos were determined to
finish what they had started since the first
practice of the season. And through all the
sweat, injuries and difficult training sessions,
the Lady Broncos saw their dreams come to
fruition as they were crowned the Michigan
Volleyball Class B State Champs!

Teamwork, dedication and friendship all
helped deliver this first-ever championship in
the schools sports history. The entire North
Branch community and Lapeer County should
take pride in what these young women accom-
plished.

| certainly share that pride and want to offer
my congratulations to everyone who contrib-
uted to this team effort. First starting with the
co-captains Kara Stuewer and Jordan Fish
and team members—Katie Smillie, Danika
Racknor, Taylor Wiegele, Layne Molosky,
Samantha Garza, Hailey Smillie, Catherine
Brusie, Laura Johnson, Macaela Deshetsky,
Shanel Johnstone, Katie Owens, Stephanie
Marsh, and Angela Root. You all should be
extremely proud of this achievement.

In addition, | must mention that not only
were these young women champions on the
court but in the classroom as well. The
volleyball team compiled an outstanding 3.49
GPA and achieved an all-state academic rec-
ognition.

My hat also goes off to Head Coach Jim
Fish—Assistant Coaches Curt June, Chris
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