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that when my father, Congressman Walter B.
Jones, Sr., passed away, Sgt. Cooper (Ret.)
paid him the great respect of placing one of
the medals he had earned on my father’s cas-
ket. 1 will always remember this meaningful
gesture and kind display of appreciation for
my father’s service.

Unfortunately, Sgt. Cooper’s (Ret.) service
on behalf of our nation left him with symptoms
of Gulf War Syndrome; he suffers from mul-
tiple sclerosis as well as serious immune dis-
orders. Due to these illnesses, he is now con-
fined to a wheelchair. Since he returned from
combat, Cooper has been a tireless advocate
for his fellow veterans. He has lobbied the
North Carolina General Assembly for a special
license plate honoring Gulf War veterans and
has become an outspoken supporter of rights
for the disabled.

Sgt. Cooper (Ret.) deserves to be com-
mended not only for his service to our nation
and his fellow veterans, but also for the acts
of heroism he has demonstrated within his
own family. When his young son Aaron was
run over by a garbage truck two years ago, he
used his medic skills to save his son’s life,
though Aaron still lost most of his right arm
and has undergone several surgeries since.
Cooper has served as a role model to his chil-
dren, as his daughter Windy has followed her
father's example by signing up for medical lab
technician training with the Army National
Guard.

Madam Speaker, | am pleased to offer my
congratulations to the family of Sgt. Jeff Coo-
per (Ret.), a special person whose service to
his nation and fellow veterans has made him
well-deserving of this new home and special
honor.

———

ON THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE ALEXANDRIA TRANSIT COM-
PANY’S (ATC) OPERATION OF
THE CITY’S DASH BUS SYSTEM

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 9, 2009

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker |
rise today to recognize the 25th Anniversary of
the Alexandria Transit Company’s (ATC) Op-
eration of the City’s DASH Bus System. DASH
stands for Driving Alexandrians Safely Home.

Back during the early 1980s, Alexandria
Mayor Charles “Chuck” Beatley had a vision
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of a local bus system that would serve the
transit needs of the Alexandria community and
provide high quality transit service for its resi-
dents, workers, and visitors.

Mayor Beatley could have done no better
than to name Mr. William B. “Bill” Hurd as the
first chairman of the Alexandria Transit Com-
pany. In Mr. Hurd, Mayor Beatley found not
only a person who shared his vision of a new
transit service, but also a supremely com-
petent administrator who worked tirelessly for
the next 22 years to create and sustain the
DASH service. During his tenure as chairman,
he delivered safe and reliable service with
clean buses and friendly, courteous drivers.

Today, ATC is recognized nationally and
throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia for
the service it provides and has won many out-
standing achievement awards over the years,
including the American Public Transportation
Association’s (APTA) System Safety Award for
five consecutive years, the APTA Public
Transportation System Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award, the Governor's Transportation
Safety Award, the APTA first place AdWheels
Marketing Award for innovative and creative
marketing efforts for four years, the Virginia
Department of Rail and Public Transportation
(VDRPT) Outstanding Urban Public Transpor-
tation System Award, the Virginia Department
of Rail and Public Transportation (VDRPT) In-
novative Program Award for six years, and the
Virginia Transit Association (VTA) Outstanding
Public Transportation Marketing Award for the
“Dash About” service and “DASHing Around
Alexandria” campaign. ATC was also recog-
nized three years in a row by the Alexandria
community as one of the top five city services
for quality.

Today DASH continues to provide clean,
safe, affordable and reliable service every day
to thousands of commuters, city residents, and
visitors, but it has also grown to meet the
needs of a growing city and the changing
times. Over the past 25 years ridership has
grown by more than 330 percent. Annual rid-
ership has eclipsed four million. Fourteen
thousand people ride DASH everyday and
10,000 ride on weekends. Service has grown
from 582,000 service miles in the first full year
of service in 1985 to more than. 1.5 million
service miles today.

Alexandria has many amenities as a charm-
ing, livable community; its historic homes and
gardens, its street side restaurants and shops,
the Potomac waterfront and its engaged, civic-
minded citizenry. DASH contributes to Alexan-
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dria’s high quality of life by preserving the
city’s livability, mitigating traffic, improving cir-
culation and mobility throughout the City, and
providing easier access to local businesses,
retail and employment centers, residential de-
velopments, and the regional Metrorail and the
Virginia Railway Express commuter rail sys-
tems.

And as we begin to focus on the environ-
mental challenges of air pollution and global
warming, DASH has a key roll to play in pro-
moting a less carbon intense alternative to the
automobile. To demonstrate its commitment to
a greener, eco-friendly city, the new DASH
building under construction will be a LEED
Certified Silver building.

| salute ATC and DASH for twenty-five
years of superb service. | also salute its em-
ployees and the Board of Directors, for their
contributions and efforts to improve public
transportation service throughout the City, for
their achievements that have been recognized
both nationally and by the Commonwealth of
Virginia, and in providing the highest quality of
service to Alexandria.

| wish them a successful future.

———

HONORING DEREK JAMES
STRICKLAND

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 9, 2009

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Derek James Strickland a
very special young man who has exemplified
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts
of America, Troop 357, and in earning the
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Derek has been very active with his troop
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Derek has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Derek James Strickland
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts
of America and for his efforts put forth in
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle
Scout.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday,
March 10, 2009 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

MARCH 11

10 a.m.
Budget
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2009 for the Department of En-
ergy.
SD-608
Judiciary
Constitution Subcommittee
To hold joint hearings with the House
Committee on the Judiciary Sub-
committee on the Constitution, Civil
Rights, and Civil Liberties to examine
S. J.Res. T and H. J.Res. 21, proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of
the United States relative to the elec-
tion of Senators.
SH-216
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs
To hold hearings to examine violent
Islamist extremism, focusing on al-
Shabaab recruitment in American.
SD-342
Rules and Administration
To hold hearings to examine voter reg-
istration, focusing on assessing current
problems.
SR-301
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10:30 a.m.
Joint Economic Committee
To hold hearings to examine Troubled
Asset Relief Program (TARP) account-
ability and oversight, focusing on
achieving transparency.
SD-106

MARCH 12

9:30 a.m.
Energy and Natural Resources
To hold hearings to examine proposed
legislation regarding siting of elec-
tricity transmission lines, including in-
creased federal siting authority and re-
gional transmission planning.
SD-366
Indian Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2009 for tribal priorities.
SD-628
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold joint hearings to examine legis-
lative presentations of veterans’ serv-
ice organizations.
SD-106
10 a.m.
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
To hold hearings to examine sustainable
transportation solutions, focusing on
investing in transit to meet 21st cen-
tury challenges.
SD-538
Budget
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s fiscal year 2010 budget and rev-
enue proposals.
SD-608
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
To hold hearings to examine climate
science, focusing on empowering our
response to climate change.
SR-253
Finance
To hold hearings to examine workforce
issues in health care reform, focusing
on assessing the present and preparing
for the future.
SD-215
Judiciary
Business meeting to consider S. 49, to
help Federal prosecutors and investiga-
tors combat public corruption by
strengthening and clarifying the law,
and the nomination of Dawn Elizabeth
Johnsen, of Indiana, to be an Assistant
Attorney General.
SD-226
2:30 p.m.
Energy and Natural Resources
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of David J. Hayes, of Virginia, to
be Deputy Secretary of the Interior.
SD-366
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Intelligence
Closed business meeting to markup cer-
tain intelligence matters.

SH-219
MARCH 17
9:30 a.m.
Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine United
States Southern Command, United
States Northern Command, TUnited
States Africa Command, and United
States Transportation Command.
SH-216

MARCH 18

9:30 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold joint hearings to examine the
legislative presentation of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars.
334, Cannon Building
10 a.m.
Judiciary
To hold hearings to examine the Na-
tional Academy of Science’s report
Strengthening Forensic Science in the
United States: A Path Forward.
SD-226

MARCH 19

9:30 a.m.
Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine United
States Pacific Command, United States
Strategic Command, and United States
Forces Korea.
SH-216
10 a.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
To hold hearings to examine cybersecu-
rity, focusing on assessing our
vulnerabilities and developing an effec-
tive defense.
SR-253

MARCH 25

9:30 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold hearings to examine State-of-
the-Art information technology IT)
solutions for Veterans’ Affairs benefits
delivery.
SR-418
2:30 p.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Aviation Operations, Safety, and Security
Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine Federal
Aviation Administration reauthoriza-
tion, focusing on NextGen and the ben-
efits of modernization.
SR-253
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