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who are making our communities better places
to live. The Commission on the Status of
Women recognizes the contributions of
women in the fields of education, health care,
the arts, government, business, law, commu-
nity service, technology, public service and
women’s advocacy and lifetime achievement.

This year’s Business Award will be given to
Kimberly Nesbitt-Good because of her busi-
ness efforts in Union County. Kimberly is the
proprietor of Nesbitt Funeral Home, along with
her husband Ted, which was established in
1931 by her adoptive parents, Bravell and
Carrie Allen Nesbitt.

Ms. Nesbitt-Good has received several
awards and recognition for her work in the fu-
neral profession. She is a member of the Gar-
den State Funeral Directors Association, the
New Jersey Funeral Directors Association, the
National Funeral Directors Association, the
National Funeral Directors and Morticians As-
sociation, and the Epsilon Nu Delta Fraternity.

Kimberly is the cofounder of “Friends,” an
organization of African American women that
uplifts and supports women in African Amer-
ican communities. Listed in Who's Who
Among Americans and Who’s Who Among Af-
rican American Funeral Directors, Kimberly
has been recognized by many local, state and
federal organizations for her varied and wide
ranging work in the funeral profession.

Kimberly Nesbitt-Good of Elizabeth, New
Jersey has made significant achievements in
her business efforts. | am pleased to congratu-
late Kimberly Nesbitt-Good for her outstanding
efforts and share her good work with my col-
leagues in the United States Congress and
the American people.

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF ATHLETIC TRAINERS

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the importance of ath-
letic trainers and all that they do to improve
the health and quality of our lives.

As overweight and obesity rates soar, ath-
letic trainers serve as an outstanding oppo-
nent to the frightening statistics. Their job
widely varies, and they do far more than sim-
ply “work out” with others. Athletic trainers
guide their clients with life-long fitness and ex-
ercise skills and push their clients to aerobic
excellence. Many also provide nutritional guid-
ance that helps those derailed from healthy
eating habits develop better eating tendencies.
In doing so, they often provide their clients
with a greater sense of self worth.

Their impact on society is incredibly bene-
ficial. Athletic trainers do much to help de-
crease the increasing population of the obese
and overweight. For this, | thank those athletic
trainers in the First District of Florida, as well
as the rest of the Nation, who constantly make
a difference. We are truly grateful.
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HONORING GARY MORGAN
HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Gary Lewis Morgan of Sonoma
County, California, who passed away January
16, 2009, at the age of 55. Gary was a loving
father to his son James and a loving friend to
Emmie Morgan, his ex-wife, James’ mother,
and a member of my staff.

Born in the San Fernando Valley in 1953,
Gary grew up there and attended Monroe
High School where he excelled as a gymnast
and as a barbershop quartet singer, a passion
he later introduced to James.

In 1975, Gary graduated from California
State University, Northridge with a degree in
graphic design and a job designing ads for the
Yellow Pages. He met Emmie at the home of
a mutual friend and immediately offered to
read her palm. As Emmie says, this “involved
some holding of the hand. After that, he was
telling people about this wonderful woman he
met named Emarah. That was our joke, and
he still often called me that.”

They married in 1983, and their son James
was born in March, 1985. Emmie recalls how
“the morning after he was born, Gar came to
the hospital in striped suspenders and a but-
ton that said, ‘Kids Are People, Too.” He loved
being Jamie’s Dad.”

Looking for the best place to raise Jamie,
they moved to Sonoma County in 1986. Gary
became well known there as a singer,
muralist, and multimedia artist whose work in-
cludes statues, flags, and stained glass pan-
els. One of his statues was purchased by the
Queen of England, and a flag he designed
was flown at the Washington Monument for
the 1976 Bicentennial.

Gary’'s murals appear in various sites
around Sonoma County, including Harmony
School, an elementary school in Occidental. |
was fortunate to have the opportunity to see
this mural with Gary and talk with him about
the creation of it. He was selected through an
interview process that included students, and
he made sure to seek their input as he devel-
oped the design. Of course, he had to listen
to the teachers, too, so when one of them
said, “Hey, there has to be a book some-
where,” he made sure he gave the dragon by
the tree something to read.

Gary’s musical abilities were evident in his
beautiful voice, and he sang in three local
choirs—the Occidental Community Choir, the
Sufi Choir, and the Center for Spiritual Living’s
One Heart Choir.

His musical talents were clearly passed to
Jarmie, but it was Gary’s (and Emmie’s) nur-
turing that also helped James grow into a fine
young man. He is currently a student at Sac-
ramento State University and will enter the
Berklee College of Music in Boston in the fall,
which would have made his father very proud.

One of Gary’s other interests was meta-
physics, the study of what lies beyond the
physical world, and this interest was a comfort
to him in his times of trouble.

In addition to Emmie and James, Gary is
survived by his siblings Gale and Bryan, his
mother Barbara, and his long-time friend, Zan
Spencer.

Madam Speaker, Gary Morgan's life
touched many people. As Emmie Morgan stat-
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ed, “He was an amazingly kind, authentic, sin-
cere, honest human being. Every person I've
talked to tells me they were close to him, even
people who met him only once.” That is a tes-
tament to Gary Morgan’s character that makes
me proud to honor him today.

COMMENDING HEATHER SUAREZ
OF UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

HON. LEONARD LANCE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Mr. LANCE. Madam Speaker, | rise in honor
of National Women’s History Month and to
congratulate Heather Suarez of Springfield,
New Jersey who will be honored on Friday,
March 27, 2009 at the 17th Annual Women of
Excellence Dinner held in Union County, New
Jersey.

This special annual event is hosted by the
Union County Commission on the Status of
Women in the Seventh Congressional District
and highlights the amazing work of individuals
who are making our communities better places
to live. The Commission on the Status of
Women recognizes the contributions of
women in the fields of education, health care,
the arts, government, business, law, commu-
nity service, technology, public service and
women’s advocacy and lifetime achievement.

This years Law Award will be given to
Heather Suarez who has been described as a
pioneer in the legal industry. Heather was
hired directly out of law school, by persuading
the three male partners at her Newark law firm
to hire her. She became the firm’s first female
attorney, staying with that firm ever since, now
enjoying a tenure of 28 years.

After the firm relocated to Roseland, Ms.
Suarez continued to be a leader in her field
and at the firm. When she announced, in
1987, that she was pregnant, Heather was a
change agent for the firm, resulting in its first
maternity policy. Continuing to work at the firm
while raising two young sons, Ms. Suarez not
only became the first female partner, but also
the first part time partner as the firm worked
with her to accommodate and balance her
busy home life with professional responsibil-
ities.

Ms. Suarez has been recognized by many
organizations in her field. Her commitment to
women’s advocacy is evident as she works
tirelessly as a member of the New Jersey Su-
preme Court Committee on Women in the
Courts.

Heather Suarez of Springfield, New Jersey
has made significant achievements in the legal
field. 1 am pleased to congratulate Heather
Suarez for her outstanding efforts and share
her good work with my colleagues in the
United States Congress and the American
people.

———

TEXAS TEACHER OF THE YEAR
FOR 2009

HON. SILVESTRE REYES
OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 24, 2009
Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, El Paso,
Texas has a history of producing strong, pas-
sionate, and caring educators who motivate
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and engage our children to become lifelong
learners. As a parent and grandparent, | am
grateful for the contributions of our teachers in
the El Paso area, and today | want to take this
opportunity to congratulate Mrs. Christine
Gleason, a teacher at Fabens High School in
the Fabens Independent School District, for
being selected as the 2009 Texas Secondary
Teacher of the Year. The Texas Teacher of
the Year is the highest honor that the State of
Texas can award to a teacher and Mrs. Glea-
son will be representing the State of Texas in
the National Teacher of the Year program in
Washington, D.C. Facilitated by the Texas
Education Agency, the Texas Teacher of the
Year Program annually recognizes and re-
wards teachers who have demonstrated out-
standing leadership and excellence in teach-
ing. Mrs. Gleason represents the best of the
best in the teaching profession, and we salute
her energy, efforts, and dedication.

Mrs. Gleason earned a Bachelor's degree in
English and creative writing as well as a Mas-
ter's degree in English and American literature
from the University of Texas at El Paso. At
Fabens High School, she teaches English 1V,
AP English 1V, and Dual Credit English. She
currently serves the school district as Chair of
the English Department, National Honor Soci-
ety Sponsor, Dual Credit Facilitator, UIL Coor-
dinator, and is a literary criticism coach. Mrs.
Gleason originally intended to be a novelist,
but found teaching to be “life-changing” and
“unreservedly rewarding.” Mrs. Gleason said
that her goal is to be a “vibrant, tenacious,
creative and absolutely unforgettable teacher
because that is what [she] never had and that
is what every kid in this country deserves in
every classroom they attend.” The El Paso
community is very fortunate to have Mrs.
Christine Gleason in the classroom and we
are appreciative of her commitment to our chil-
dren.

Mrs. Gleason is part of a larger history of
educational excellence in El Paso. | am also
proud to note that for the past three years, El
Paso area educators have been chosen as
Texas Teachers of the Year. In total, El Paso
has had nine Texas Teachers of the Year.
The National Teacher of the Year Program
began in 1952 and continues as the oldest,
most prestigious national honors program that
focuses public attention on excellence in
teaching.

In recognition of these distinguished edu-
cators, | am submitting the names of all former
Texas Teachers of the Year from the El Paso
area.

| am proud of the work of our teachers, and
| am committed to ensuring that education re-
mains a top priority in this Congress.

TEXAS TEACHERS OF THE YEAR FROM THE EL
PASO, TEXAS AREA
1970—Clarence K. Stark; Irvin High School,
El Paso, TX—Government.

1982—Rita Harlien; Eastwood High School,
El Paso, TX—Speech.

1992—Rosa E. Lujan; Ysleta Elementary
School, El Paso, TX—Bi-lingual Education.

1995—Miguel Ignacio Tinajero; Ramona El-
ementary School, El Paso, TX—Self-Con-
tained 5th-6th Grade.
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1997—Antonio A. Fierro; Sierra Vista Ele-
mentary, El Paso, TX—Bilingual Education
K-1st Grade.

2004—Kyann McMillie; Canutillo Elemen-
tary, Canutillo, TX—Bilingual Education
1st-2nd Grade.

2007—Dana K. Boyd; Dolphin Terrace Ele-
mentary, El Paso, TX—2nd Grade.

2008—Paul F. Cain; Ysleta High School, El
Paso, TX—Mathematics/Physics 9th-12th
Grade.

2009—Christine Gleason; Fabens
School, Fabens, TX—English 12th Grade.

———

COMMENDING KRISTINA
SILVESTRY OF UNION COUNTY,
NEW JERSEY

HON. LEONARD LANCE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Mr. LANCE. Madam Speaker, | rise in honor
of National Women’s History Month and to
congratulate Kristina Silvestry of Cranford,
New Jersey who will be honored on Friday,
March 27, 2009 at the 17th Annual Women of
Excellence Dinner held in Union County, New
Jersey.

This special annual event is hosted by the
Union County Commission on the Status of
Women in the Seventh Congressional District
and highlights the amazing work of individuals
who are making our communities better places
to live. The Commission on the Status of
Women recognizes the contributions of
women in the fields of education, health care,
the arts, government, business, law, commu-
nity service, technology, public service and
women’s advocacy and lifetime achievement.

This year's Women’s Advocacy Award will
be given to Kristina Silvestry. Currently, she is
a primary counselor at “A Child’s View,” a
Union County PALS Program. Kristina cur-
rently is employed as a counselor for the
YWCA of Eastern Union County, serving the
women, children, and families of Union Coun-
ty. Kristina’s position allows her to work with
battered families in the area, helping to estab-
lish housing, financial assistance, education,
and emotional readiness, assisting these vic-
tims of violence regain their lives.

In addition to her busy workload, Kristina
spends a great deal of time working with the
courts. She advocates for the safety and well
being of families, serves as an expert witness
in the field of domestic violence, accompanies
victims to their hearings, and she provides the
encouragement and support to victims of vio-
lence. Ms. Silvestry speaks at various meet-
ings and organization gatherings to discuss
issues such as Teen Dating Violence and Do-
mestic Violence.

Kristina Silvestry of Cranford, New Jersey
has made significant achievements in wom-
en’s advocacy. | am very pleased to congratu-
late Kristina for her outstanding efforts and
share her good work with my colleagues in the
United States Congress and the American
people.
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IN MEMORY OF THE EXTRAOR-
DINARY LIFE OF GEORGE KEL-
LER

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise in both
sadness and awe as | reflect on the passing
of George M. Keller who, together with his late
wife Adelaide, was a philanthropic titan on the
San Francisco peninsula and across our coun-
try.

Born in Kansas City and raised in Chicago,
Mr. Keller moved to San Francisco with his
new bride when he took a job with Standard
Oil after graduating from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology with a degree in chem-
ical engineering—a degree delayed by
George’s service in the United States Army Air
Force during World War II.

Settling in San Mateo, George worked for
Standard Oil (later Chevron) for half a century,
eventually becoming the company’s chairman
in 1981. As chairman, he led Standard’s 1984
bid to acquire Gulf Oil Corporation, at the
time, the largest corporate takeover in history.
Two years after retiring from Chevron in 1988,
George and his wife established the George
M. and Adelaide M. Keller Foundation.

Madam Speaker, | am constantly reminded
of the generosity of the Keller family. The 12th
Congressional Districts San Mateo County
Health Center is a principle beneficiary of the
foundation, having received millions of dollars
in recent years. Much of that money went to
helping some of the most vulnerable members
of our community through the Keller Center for
Family Violence Intervention.

George Keller's work in our community
touched virtually everyone. He served as
Chairman of the Board of Belmont's Notre
Dame de Namur University from 1982 to 1994
and as Chair of the Bay Area Council from
1985 to 1988. He and Adelaide’s philanthropy
has benefited many local institutions, including
the  Lighthouse for the Blind, the
Exploratorium, the Coyote Point Museum and
the Monterey Bay Aquarium. In addition, the
Keller Foundation has supported homeless
shelters, firefighters and helped build a play-
ground for special needs children in Bur-
lingame.

Adelaide, the love of George’s life, passed
away last year. She and George are survived
by three sons, Bill, Bob and Barry, and six
grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, not all of us leave an in-
delible mark on our community when our time
on earth is done, but George Keller certainly
did, and we are all the better because of it.
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