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wrong that millions of children, our most vul-
nerable citizens, go without basic access to
health care. With a yes vote, 4 million more
children will enjoy the benefits of a healthy fu-
ture and a real chance in life. | urge a “yes”
vote.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 15, 2009

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Madam Speaker,
| regret that | was unable to participate in a
vote on the floor of the House of Representa-
tives yesterday.

The vote was H. Res. 40, amending the
Rules of the House of Representatives to re-
quire each standing committee to hold periodic
hearings on the topic of waste, fraud, abuse,
or mismanagement in Government programs
which that committee may authorize, and for
other purposes. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on that question.

———

BOY SCOUT OF AMERICA’S
DISTRICT AWARD OF MERIT

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 15, 2009

Mr. ORTIZ. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor two constituents from South Texas: Pa-
tricia “Cherie” Camacho and Marion Velarde.

These two South Texans have been award-
ed the District Award of Merit from the Boy
Scouts of America, and it is the highest award
bestowed upon volunteers in a district that
symbolizes their exceptional and noteworthy
service to youth in the Boy Scouts of America.

Cherie has served as Scoutmaster for Pack
59 for two years, a commissioner for the Tip-
o-Tex District for five years, and as the 2007
Rio Grande Council Scoutorama Chairman.
Her sons Travis and Jordan are currently in
Pack 59, and son Ronald has achieved Eagle
Scout rank and achieved the Arrow of Light
award.

Marion has served as assistant Scoutmaster
for Troop 11 for eight years and as an assist-
ant commissioner for the Tip-o-Tex district for
three years. She has also held numerous po-
sitions with the Rio Grande Council. Marion
has been a teacher and administrator for
Brownsville Public Schools for over 25 years,
and her son Alejandro achieved Eagle Scout
rank.

The Boy Scouts of America continue their
tradition of providing quality programs for boys
and young men. | am proud of both Cherie
and Marion for taking an active role in lives of
our youth. These parents serve as shining ex-
amples of love and duty in our communities.

TRIBUTE TO KEVIN E. QUINLAN
HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, January 15, 2009

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, as co-
chair of the Congressional Stop DUI Caucus,
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| rise today in tribute to one of the Nation’s top
traffic safety officials, who has passed away
suddenly.

Kevin E. Quinlan was the Chief of the Safe-
ty Advocacy Division of the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board (NTSB). Mr. Quinlan was
with the Safety Board for nearly 20 years,
serving as the Alcohol and Drug Program Co-
ordinator and Chief of the Safety Rec-
ommendations Division. He was instrumental
in promoting State action on Safety Board rec-
ommendations to reduce fatalities, injuries,
and crashes in all modes of transportation. Mr.
Quinlan authored five major studies for the
Board. Prior to his work with the NTSB, Mr.
Quinlan served in the U.S. Army for 29 years,
receiving the Legion of Merit and Meritorious
Service Medal. He has an undergraduate de-
gree from Boston University and graduate de-
grees from William and Mary, the U.S. Army
Command and General Staff College, and the
U.S. Air Force Air War College.

Mr. Quinlan loved to travel and was skiing
in Vermont when he suffered a fatal heart at-
tack. He was well-respected and admired by
everyone in the traffic safety community. He
was a mentor to countless traffic safety advo-
cates and an inspiration to the thousands of
people who lost loved ones to the preventable
crime of drunk driving. One of his greatest
passions was the fight to stop drunk driving.
His expert testimony led to the passage of
many effective countermeasures across this
Nation. His work has saved countless lives
and | ask that my colleagues join me in hon-
oring him today.

———

CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE
PROGRAM REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2009

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to congratulate
my colleagues on the passage of H.R. 2 yes-
terday afternoon.

H.R. 2 is a critical piece of legislation that
renews and improves the State Children’s
Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) that en-
sures health care coverage for over 11 million
American children—including the addition of 4
million, previously uninsured.

This legislation also improves SCHIP bene-
fits by ensuring coverage for dental and men-
tal health services.

H.R. 2 will reauthorize SCHIP through FY
2013 and will be fully paid for through an in-
crease in the tobacco tax.

Raising the tobacco tax discourages chil-
dren from smoking. According to the Cam-
paign for Tobacco-Free Kids, the tobacco tax
increase will prevent nearly 2 million children
from starting to smoke.

| am hopeful that the Senate will also pass
H.R. 2 and | look forward to this important leg-
islation becoming law under the new adminis-
tration of President Obama.
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RECOGNIZING ISRAEL’S RIGHT TO
DEFEND ITSELF AGAINST AT-
TACKS FROM GAZA

SPEECH OF

HON. JACK KINGSTON

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2009

Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker, when
Israel unilaterally withdrew from Gaza in 2005,
the Islamic group Hamas—which does not ac-
knowledge lIsrael’s right to exist—took control
over the small strip of land. Since then, rela-
tions between Gaza and Israel have steadily
deteriorated.

On December 19, Hamas ended the 6-
month cease-fire with Israel by launching doz-
ens of rocket attacks into southern Israel, ran-
domly targeting civilian neighborhoods. Eight
days later, Israel began a counter defensive of
large scale air strikes. Hamas has continually
used Gaza as a launching pad for rockets
against Israeli cities and has contributed deep-
ly to a reduction in the quality of daily life and
the deteriorating humanitarian situation.

| deeply support Israel's right to defend
themselves against Hamas attacks. | also
hope to see a sustainable crease-fire brokered
to save the innocent victims of Hamas’ con-
tinual instigation of Israel’s defensive power.

A friend recently sent me this compelling
Washington Post article which | would like to
submit for the RECORD.

[From the Washington Post, Jan. 4, 2009]
ASs MY SON GOES TO WAR, I AM FULLY
ISRAELI AT LAST
(By Yossi Klein Halevi)

JERUSALEM.—“I just heard on the news
that Gavriel’s base has been shelled,” my
wife, Sarah, said to me last Tuesday, refer-
ring to our 19-year-old son, a member of an
Israeli army tank unit waiting on the Gaza
border for the order to enter. And, she added
in a deliberately calm tone, ‘‘A soldier was
killed.” We texted Gavriel, and within five
minutes he called, safe. How, Sarah asked,
did families survive war before cellphones?

For days we waited for a cabinet decision:
Will there be a land invasion or a new cease
fire? The politicians began to bicker while
our soldiers waited on the border, in the rain
and the mud. Anything but this, I said to
Sarah. Not another Lebanon War, which,
like Gaza, began with an impressive show of
Israeli air power but ended with Hezbollah
leader Hassan Nasrallah predicting the im-
minent end of ‘‘the Zionist entity.” If we
don’t win this time—deliver an unambiguous
blow if not topple Hamas entirely—our de-
terrence will further erode, inviting more
rocket attacks and encouraging the jihadist
momentum throughout the Middle East.

And then I caught myself: How can I be
hoping for an outcome that will send my son
into battle? This is my first experience as
the father of a soldier, and now, after 26
years of living in Israel, I finally understand
the terrible responsibility of being an Israeli.
I had assumed that I'd become initiated into
Israeliness when I myself was drafted into
the army as a 34-year-old immigrant in 1989.
But perhaps only now have I become fully
Israeli. Zionism promised to empower the
Jews by making them responsible for their
fate; the price for that achievement is to be
prepared to make the ultimate sacrifice for
one’s commitments.

I know Gaza from a previous conflict. Dur-
ing the first intifada of the late 1980s, when
Palestinians revolted against the occupa-
tion, I was part of a reservist unit that pa-
trolled Gaza’s refugee camps. There I learned
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that there is no such thing as a benign occu-
pation, as Israelis had once deceived them-
selves into believing. Our unit not only ar-
rested terrorist suspects but also dragged
people out of their beds in the middle of the
night to paint over anti-Israel graffiti and
rounded up innocents after a grenade attack
just to ‘““make a presence,” in army termi-
nology. At night, in our tent, we argued
about the wisdom of turning soldiers into po-
licemen of a hostile civilian population that
didn’t want us there and which we didn’t
want as part of our society.

A majority of Israelis emerged from the
first intifada convinced that we need to do
everything possible to end the occupation
and ensure that our children don’t serve as
enforcers of Gaza’s despair. That was why I
initially supported the 1993 Oslo peace proc-
ess that took a terrible gamble on Yasser
Arafat’s supposed transformation from ter-
rorist to peacemaker. And even after it be-
came clear that Arafat and other Palestinian
leaders never intended to accept Israel’s le-
gitimacy, I supported the unilateral with-
drawal from Gaza in 2005, simply to extricate
us from that region, knowing that we would
not receive peace in return.

And now my son is fighting in Gaza. The
conflict he and his friends confront is far
worse than my generation’s experience in
Gaza. In our time, we were confronted with
mere rocks and Molotov cocktails; my son
faces Iranian-supplied anti-tank weapons—
one more price we will pay, along with the
missile attacks on our towns, for the Gaza
withdrawal, just as the Israeli right had
warned.

Still, I don’t regret that withdrawal. If
Israelis are united today about our right to
defend ourselves against Gaza’s genocidally
minded regime, it is at least partly because
we are fighting from our international bor-
der. My son and his friends have one crucial
advantage over my generation’s experience
in Gaza: They know, as we did not, that
Israel was ready to make the ultimate sac-
rifice for peace, uprooting thousands of its
citizens from their homes and endorsing a
Palestinian state. My son confronts Gaza
knowing that its misery is now imposed by
its leaders. He knows that his country was
even prepared to share its most cherished na-
tional asset, Jerusalem, with its worst
enemy, Arafat, for the sake of preventing
this war. That empowers him with the moral
self-confidence he will need to get through
the coming days. The face of my Gaza enemy
was a teenager throwing rocks; the face of
Gavriel’s Gaza enemy is a suicide bomber.

But we are hardly free of moral anxiety.
Even as I pray for Gavriel’s physical safety,
I pray too for his spiritual well-being: that
his tank doesn’t accidentally shell civilians,
that he isn’t caught in some terrible mis-
take, which can so easily happen in a war
zone where terrorists hide behind innocent
people.

For the past eight years, Israel has fought
a single war with shifting fronts, moving
from suicide bombings in Jerusalem and Tel
Aviv to Katyusha attacks on Israeli towns
near the Lebanon border to Qassam missiles
on Israeli towns near the Gaza border. That
war has targeted civilians, turning the home
front into the actual front. And it has trans-
formed the nature of the conflict from a na-
tionalist struggle over Palestinian statehood
to a holy war against Jewish statehood. Ex-
cept for a left-wing fringe, most Israelis rec-
ognize the conflict in Gaza as part of a larger
war that has been declared against our being
and that we must fight.

But how? Even some right-wingers are say-
ing that we should have declared a unilateral
cease-fire after the initial airstrike and then
dared Hamas to continue shelling our towns,
rather than risk another quagmire. And even
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some left-wingers are saying that we should
now destroy the Hamas regime and then
offer to turn Gaza over to international con-
trol or, if possible, an inter-Arab force led by
Egypt. Every option is potentially disas-
trous. Most Israelis agree on two points: that
we cannot live with a jihadist statelet on our
border, and that we cannot become occupiers
of Gaza again.

The despair of Gaza is contagious. One
friend, a Likud supporter, said to me, ‘I
don’t know what to hope for anymore.”’

Meanwhile, I try to reassure myself about
Gavriel’s safety. Growing up in Jerusalem
during the suicide bombings in the early
2000s, he has already known danger, inti-
macy with death. A 13-year-old acquaintance
was stoned to death, and was so mutilated
that he could be identified only by his DNA.
A friend lost the use of an eye in a bus bomb-
ing on his way to school. At least now,
Gavriel and his friends can defend them-
selves. Perhaps one reason most of them vol-
unteered for combat units was because now
the generation of the suicide bombings can
finally fight back.

Just before the conflict in Gaza began, 1
happened to visit Gavriel at his base. His
unit’s barracks had been turned into what
young Israelis call a ‘zula’—a hangout.
There were muddy couches, chairs without
backs, a darbuka drum, a TV (Jay Leno was
on). It could have been a teenage scene any-
where in the West, except that hanging on
the walls were Hamas banners captured by
the unit’s veteran members in a previous
round of fighting in Gaza. In a corner of the
room hung a photograph of a fallen soldier.
Across the bottom someone had written,
“What was the rush, Shachar? Why did you
have to leave us so soon?”’

Even now, perhaps especially now, I feel
that our family is privileged to belong to the
Israeli story. Gavriel, grandson of a Holo-
caust survivor, is part of an army defending
the Jewish people in its land. This is one of
those moments when our old ideals are test-
ed anew and found to be still vital. That pro-
vides some comfort as Sarah and I wait for
the next text message.

Yossi Klein Halevi is a senior fellow at the
Adelson Institute for Strategic Studies of
the Shalem Center in Jerusalem and the au-
thor of ‘“At the Entrance to the Garden of
Eden: A Jew’s Search for God with Chris-
tians and Muslims in the Holy Land.”’

———————

CONGRATULATING THE HAMILTON
EMERALD KNIGHTS UPON WIN-
NING THE 2008 NEW YORK STATE
BOYS SOCCER CLASS D CHAM-
PIONSHIP

HON. JOHN M. McHUGH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 15, 2009

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the Hamilton Central School
District Emerald Knights upon winning the
2008 New York State boys soccer class D
championship. This was the second state boys
soccer championship team in Hamilton Central
School’s history, and | am proud to represent
them.

On November 16, 2008, the Hamilton Emer-
ald Knights won the New York State class D
championship when they defeated the defend-
ing state champion Chazy Eagles, also from
my upstate New York Congressional District,
by a score of 4-3. In that game, the Emerald
Knights rallied to come from behind and win
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after trailing the Eagles 3—0 with less than 18
minutes to play. Senior midfielder and First-
Team All-State selection, Nathan Steward, tal-
lied the Emerald Knight's first goal in the 63rd
minute bending in a 30-yard shot from the
right side into the top of the net. Senior
midfielder Matthew Broedel cut the Knights’
deficit to 3—2, netting a low shot to the far post
with 8:05 left in regulation. Then, with 2:44 re-
maining, Nathan Steward’s free kick once
again found the leg of Matthew Broedel,
whose second goal tied the game at 3-3. The
game was finally settled only 42 seconds into
the sudden death period when sophomore for-
ward Daniel Kraynak scored the game-winner
for the Knights on a pass from senior Alex
Thompson. William Keever's three saves in
goal and a solid defensive effort helped earn
Hamilton its first State championship since
1997. Of note, Matthew Broedel was named
championship MVP.

The Hamilton Emerald Knights completed
the 2008 season with a record of 22—2. They
were coached by Brian Latella and assistant
coaches Brian Rose and Trevor Chapman;
William Dowsland is the athletic director. Other
team members were Alex Bowie, Bobby Dick,
Phil Douchinsky, James Gorman, Blaine Hol-
comb, Mikey Jones, Adam MacBain, Brendon
Meeks, Daniel Meeks, Jake Smith, Josh
Sorosky, Jack Sullivan, Joe Taranto, Drew
Thompson, Keith Upton and Tyler White. The
scorekeepers were Robert Reed and Tim
Noel. The managers were Lucas Ord, Brian
Meeks, Ben Knect, and Ryan Tuttle. Team
statisticians were Kaitlyn Askew and Alison
Hansen.

Madam Speaker, it is an honor to have the
opportunity to recognize the Hamilton Emerald
Knights boys soccer team for their significant
accomplishment.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE CHARI-
TABLE DRIVING TAX RELIEF
ACT OF 2009

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 15, 2009

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, today, | am in-
troducing the Charitable Driving Tax Relief Act
of 2009 to remove a serious “disincentive that
limits the participation of many in charitable
activities. Charitable organizations play an im-
portant role in our society, and it is important
that Congress not stand in the way by penal-
izing those who wish to offer their services to
these groups.

Under current law, individuals that volunteer
their time and energy by driving their personal
vehicles on behalf of a charitable group can
end up with an unpleasant surprise in the form
of an unanticipated tax bill. Specifically, volun-
teer drivers receiving reimbursement for the
use of their vehicle are taxed on these pay-
ments to the extent that they exceed 14 cents
per mile. This treatment stands in stark con-
trast to the 55 cent allowance for reimburse-
ment for the business use of that same vehi-
cle.

The Charitable Driving Tax Relief Act will
equalize the tax treatment of charitable reim-
bursements with those received for business
driving because the point of the payment is
essentially the same, that is, to cover the cost
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