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the Treasury to not impose a penalty for 
failure to disclose reportable transactions 
when there is reasonable cause for such fail-
ure, to modify such penalty, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI: 
S. 766. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 

the Interior to issue right-of-way permits for 
natural gas pipeline transportation utility 
systems in non-wilderness areas within the 
boundary of Denali National Park and Pre-
serve; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mr. KOHL (for himself, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mr. KENNEDY, and Mr. CASEY): 

S. 767. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to provide grants or contracts 
for prescription drug education and outreach 
for healthcare providers and their patients; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. UDALL of New Mexico (for 
himself, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. BOND, 
Mr. INOUYE, Mr. KERRY, Mr. LEVIN, 
Mr. UDALL of Colorado, and Ms. 
LANDRIEU): 

S. 768. A bill to grant the Congressional 
Gold Medal to the soldiers from the United 
States who were prisoners of war at Bataan 
during World War II; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mrs. LINCOLN (for herself, Ms. 
SNOWE, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. 
STABENOW, and Mrs. FEINSTEIN): 

S. 769. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to improve access to, 
and increase utilization of, bone mass meas-
urement benefits under the Medicare part B 
program; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr. 
KENNEDY): 

S. 770. A bill to amend titles V, XVIII, and 
XIX of the Social Security Act to promote 
cessation of tobacco use under the Medicare 
program, the Medicaid program, and the ma-
ternal and child health services block grant 
program; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr. 
UDALL of Colorado): 

S. 771. A bill to provide certain counties 
with the ability to receive television broad-
cast signals of their choice; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. BOND (for himself, Mrs. BOXER, 
Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. 
SPECTER, Mr. BROWNBACK, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mrs. MCCASKILL, and Mr. 
SCHUMER): 

S. 772. A bill to enhance benefits for sur-
vivors of certain former members of the 
Armed Forces with a history of post-trau-
matic stress disorder or traumatic brain in-
jury, to enhance availability and access to 
mental health counseling for members of the 
Armed Forces and veterans, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (for himself, 
Ms. SNOWE, and Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida): 

S. 773. A bill to ensure the continued free 
flow of commerce within the United States 
and with its global trading partners through 
secure cyber communications, to provide for 
the continued development and exploitation 
of the Internet and intranet communications 
for such purposes, to provide for the develop-
ment of a cadre of information technology 
specialists to improve and maintain effective 
cybersecurity defenses against disruption, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself and Mr. 
VOINOVICH): 

S. 774. A bill to enhance the energy secu-
rity of the United States by diversifying en-
ergy sources for onroad transport, increasing 

the supply of energy resources, and strength-
ening energy infrastructure, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. VOINOVICH (for himself, Mr. 
LEAHY, and Mr. BOND): 

S. 775. A bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to authorize the availability of 
appropriated funds for international partner-
ship contact activities conducted by the Na-
tional Guard, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. WICK-
ER, and Mr. MARTINEZ): 

S. 776. A bill to assist in creating sub-
stantive culture change in long-term resi-
dential care by establishing a small house 
nursing home loan program to provide for 
the establishment, renovation, and construc-
tion of small house nursing homes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Ms. 
SNOWE, and Mrs. MURRAY): 

S. 777. A bill to promote industry growth 
and competitiveness and to improve worker 
training, retention, and advancement, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (for himself, 
Ms. SNOWE, and Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida): 

S. 778. A bill to establish, within the Exec-
utive Office of the President, the Office of 
National Cybersecurity Advisor; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

By Mr. LAUTENBERG: 
S. 779. A bill to amend titles 23 and 49, 

United States Code, to modify provisions re-
lating to the length and weight limitations 
for vehicles operating on Federal-aid high-
ways, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

By Mr. NELSON of Florida (for him-
self, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. MARTINEZ, and 
Mr. DODD): 

S. 780. A bill to amend the Andean Trade 
Preference Act to add Paraguay to the list of 
countries that are eligible to be designated 
as beneficiary countries and ATPDEA bene-
ficiary countries; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. TESTER: 
S. Res. 97. A resolution designating June 1, 

2009, as ‘‘Collector Car Appreciation Day’’ 
and recognizing that the collection and res-
toration of historic and classic cars is an im-
portant part of preserving the technological 
achievements and cultural heritage of the 
United States; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. MCCAIN: 
S. Con. Res. 16. A concurrent resolution ex-

pressing the sense of the Senate that the 
President of the United States should exer-
cise his constitutional authority to pardon 
posthumously John Arthur ‘‘Jack’’ Johnson 
for the racially motivated conviction in 1913 
that diminished the athletic, cultural, and 
historic significance of Jack Johnson and 
unduly tarnished his reputation; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 262 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 

(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 262, a bill to improve and en-
hance the operations of the reserve 
components of the Armed Forces, to 
improve mobilization and demobiliza-
tion processes for members of the re-
serve components of the Armed Forces, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 307 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
names of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) and the Senator from 
Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 307, a bill to amend 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
to provide flexibility in the manner in 
which beds are counted for purposes of 
determining whether a hospital may be 
designated as a critical access hospital 
under the Medicare program and to ex-
empt from the critical access hospital 
inpatient bed limitation the number of 
beds provided for certain veterans. 

S. 400 

At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 
name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 400, a bill to expand the 
authority and responsibilities of the 
Oversight Panel of the Troubled Asset 
Relief Program, and for other purposes. 

S. 408 

At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 408, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide a means 
for continued improvement in emer-
gency medical services for children. 

S. 427 

At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) and the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. CRAPO) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 427, a bill to amend title XVI of 
the Social Security Act to clarify that 
the value of certain funeral and burial 
arrangements are not to be considered 
available resources under the supple-
mental security income program. 

S. 461 

At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 
names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
RISCH) and the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 461, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend and 
modify the railroad track maintenance 
credit. 

S. 491 

At the request of Mr. WEBB, the name 
of the Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 491, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow Federal 
civilian and military retirees to pay 
health insurance premiums on a pretax 
basis and to allow a deduction for 
TRICARE supplemental premiums. 

S. 511 

At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the 
name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 511, a bill to amend part 
B of title XVIII of the Social Security 
Act to provide for an exemption of 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 04:12 Apr 02, 2009 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00062 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A01AP6.071 S01APPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

64
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4173 April 1, 2009 
pharmacies and pharmacists from cer-
tain Medicare accreditation require-
ments in the same manner as such ex-
emption applies to certain profes-
sionals. 

S. 526 

At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL, 
the name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 526, a bill to provide in 
personam jurisdiction in civil actions 
against contractors of the United 
States Government performing con-
tracts abroad with respect to serious 
bodily injuries of members of the 
Armed Forces, civilian employees of 
the United States Government, and 
United States citizen employees of 
companies performing work for the 
United States Government in connec-
tion with contractor activities, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 546 

At the request of Mr. REID, the name 
of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
MENENDEZ) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 546, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to permit certain retired 
members of the uniformed services who 
have a service-connected disability to 
receive both disability compensation 
from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for their disability and either re-
tired pay by reason of their years of 
military service or Combat-Related 
Special Compensation. 

S. 614 

At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the 
names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. PRYOR) and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 614, a bill to award 
a Congressional Gold Medal to the 
Women Airforce Service Pilots 
(‘‘WASP’’). 

S. 615 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
ENSIGN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
615, a bill to provide additional per-
sonnel authorities for the Special In-
spector General for Afghanistan Recon-
struction. 

S. 642 

At the request of Mr. BAYH, the name 
of the Senator from West Virginia (Mr. 
ROCKEFELLER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 642, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Defense to establish registries 
of members and former members of the 
Armed Forces exposed in the line of 
duty to occupational and environ-
mental health chemical hazards, to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to 
provide health care to veterans exposed 
to such hazards, and for other purposes. 

S. 670 

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 670, a bill to amend title XIX 
of the Social Security Act to encourage 
States to provide pregnant women en-
rolled in the Medicaid program with 
access to comprehensive tobacco ces-
sation services. 

S. 683 

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 683, a bill to amend title XIX of the 
Social Security Act to provide individ-
uals with disabilities and older Ameri-
cans with equal access to community- 
based attendant services and supports, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 714 

At the request of Mr. WEBB, the 
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) and the Senator 
from Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 714, a bill to 
establish the National Criminal Justice 
Commission. 

S. CON. RES. 14 

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
BROWNBACK) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Con. Res. 14, a concurrent resolu-
tion supporting the Local Radio Free-
dom Act. 

S. RES. 9 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 9, a resolution commemorating 90 
years of U.S.-Polish diplomatic rela-
tions, during which Poland has proven 
to be an exceptionally strong partner 
to the United States in advancing free-
dom around the world. 

S. RES. 71 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
REID) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 71, a resolution condemning the 
Government of Iran for its state-spon-
sored persecution of the Baha’i minor-
ity in Iran and its continued violation 
of the International Covenants on 
Human Rights. 

AMENDMENT NO. 730 

At the request of Mr. REID, the 
names of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. ALEXANDER), the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. MARTINEZ) and the Sen-
ator from Texas (Mrs. HUTCHISON) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
730 intended to be proposed to S. Con. 
Res. 13, an original concurrent resolu-
tion setting forth the congressional 
budget for the United States Govern-
ment for fiscal year 2010, revising the 
appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal 
year 2009, and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 
2011 through 2014. 

AMENDMENT NO. 732 

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 732 proposed 
to S. Con. Res. 13, an original concur-
rent resolution setting forth the con-
gressional budget for the United States 
Government for fiscal year 2010, revis-
ing the appropriate budgetary levels 
for fiscal year 2009, and setting forth 
the appropriate budgetary levels for 
fiscal years 2011 through 2014. 

AMENDMENT NO. 735 

At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the 
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 

ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 735 proposed to S. Con. 
Res. 13, an original concurrent resolu-
tion setting forth the congressional 
budget for the United States Govern-
ment for fiscal year 2010, revising the 
appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal 
year 2009, and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 
2011 through 2014. 

AMENDMENT NO. 744 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 744 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 13, an original 
concurrent resolution setting forth the 
congressional budget for the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2010, 
revising the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal year 2009, and setting 
forth the appropriate budgetary levels 
for fiscal years 2011 through 2014. 

AMENDMENT NO. 759 
At the request of Mr. BENNETT, the 

name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 759 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 13, an original 
concurrent resolution setting forth the 
congressional budget for the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2010, 
revising the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal year 2009, and setting 
forth the appropriate budgetary levels 
for fiscal years 2011 through 2014. 

AMENDMENT NO. 762 
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 762 proposed 
to S. Con. Res. 13, an original concur-
rent resolution setting forth the con-
gressional budget for the United States 
Government for fiscal year 2010, revis-
ing the appropriate budgetary levels 
for fiscal year 2009, and setting forth 
the appropriate budgetary levels for 
fiscal years 2011 through 2014. 

AMENDMENT NO. 763 
At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the 

names of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER), the Senator from Texas 
(Mr. CORNYN) and the Senator from 
Connecticut (Mr. DODD) were added as 
cosponsors of amendment No. 763 pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 13, an original 
concurrent resolution setting forth the 
congressional budget for the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2010, 
revising the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal year 2009, and setting 
forth the appropriate budgetary levels 
for fiscal years 2011 through 2014. 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 763 proposed to S. Con. 
Res. 13, supra. 

AMENDMENT NO. 765 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 765 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 13, an original 
concurrent resolution setting forth the 
congressional budget for the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2010, 
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revising the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal year 2009, and setting 
forth the appropriate budgetary levels 
for fiscal years 2011 through 2014. 

AMENDMENT NO. 774 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 774 proposed to 
S. Con. Res. 13, an original concurrent 
resolution setting forth the congres-
sional budget for the United States 
Government for fiscal year 2010, revis-
ing the appropriate budgetary levels 
for fiscal year 2009, and setting forth 
the appropriate budgetary levels for 
fiscal years 2011 through 2014. 

AMENDMENT NO. 775 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 775 proposed to S. Con. 
Res. 13, an original concurrent resolu-
tion setting forth the congressional 
budget for the United States Govern-
ment for fiscal year 2010, revising the 
appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal 
year 2009, and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 
2011 through 2014. 

AMENDMENT NO. 776 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

names of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. KAUFMAN), the Senator from 
Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI) and the Sen-
ator from New Hampshire (Mr. GREGG) 
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 776 proposed to S. Con. Res. 
13, an original concurrent resolution 
setting forth the congressional budget 
for the United States Government for 
fiscal year 2010, revising the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal year 
2009, and setting forth the appropriate 
budgetary levels for fiscal years 2011 
through 2014. 

AMENDMENT NO. 783 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. KAUFMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 783 proposed to 
S. Con. Res. 13, an original concurrent 
resolution setting forth the congres-
sional budget for the United States 
Government for fiscal year 2010, revis-
ing the appropriate budgetary levels 
for fiscal year 2009, and setting forth 
the appropriate budgetary levels for 
fiscal years 2011 through 2014. 

AMENDMENT NO. 788 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
RISCH) and the Senator from Alaska 
(Ms. MURKOWSKI) were added as cospon-
sors of amendment No. 788 intended to 
be proposed to S. Con. Res. 13, an origi-
nal concurrent resolution setting forth 
the congressional budget for the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2010, 
revising the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal year 2009, and setting 
forth the appropriate budgetary levels 
for fiscal years 2011 through 2014. 

AMENDMENT NO. 792 
At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the 

name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of 

amendment No. 792 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 13, an original 
concurrent resolution setting forth the 
congressional budget for the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2010, 
revising the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal year 2009, and setting 
forth the appropriate budgetary levels 
for fiscal years 2011 through 2014. 

AMENDMENT NO. 793 
At the request of Mr. KYL, the names 

of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. ROB-
ERTS), the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) and the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 793 pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 13, an original 
concurrent resolution setting forth the 
congressional budget for the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2010, 
revising the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal year 2009, and setting 
forth the appropriate budgetary levels 
for fiscal years 2011 through 2014. 

AMENDMENT NO. 794 
At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 794 intended to 
be proposed to S. Con. Res. 13, an origi-
nal concurrent resolution setting forth 
the congressional budget for the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2010, 
revising the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal year 2009, and setting 
forth the appropriate budgetary levels 
for fiscal years 2011 through 2014. 

AMENDMENT NO. 795 
At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the 

names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mrs. LINCOLN) and the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
795 intended to be proposed to S. Con. 
Res. 13, an original concurrent resolu-
tion setting forth the congressional 
budget for the United States Govern-
ment for fiscal year 2010, revising the 
appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal 
year 2009, and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 
2011 through 2014. 

AMENDMENT NO. 799 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 799 intended to 
be proposed to S. Con. Res. 13, an origi-
nal concurrent resolution setting forth 
the congressional budget for the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2010, 
revising the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal year 2009, and setting 
forth the appropriate budgetary levels 
for fiscal years 2011 through 2014. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself, 
Mr. BENNETT, Mr. UDALL of New 
Mexico, Mr. KYL, and Mr. 
HATCH): 

S. 759. A bill to amend the Transpor-
tation Equity Act for the 21st Century 
to reauthorize a provision relating to 
additional contract authority for 

States with Indian reservations; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I rise 
today with my distinguished colleagues 
Senators BENNETT, UDALL, KYL, and 
HATCH to introduce the Indian School 
Bus Route Safety Reauthorization Act 
of 2009. This bill continues an impor-
tant Federal program begun in 1998 
that addresses a unique problem with 
the roads in and around the nation’s 
single largest Indian reservation and 
the neighboring counties. Through this 
program, Navajo children who had been 
prevented from getting to school by 
roads that were often impassable are 
now traveling safely to and from their 
schools. Because of the unusual nature 
of this situation, I believe it must con-
tinue to be addressed at the Federal 
level. 

I would like to begin with some sta-
tistics on this unique problem and why 
I believe a Federal solution continues 
to be necessary. The Navajo Nation is 
by far the Nation’s largest Indian Res-
ervation, covering 25,000 square miles. 
Portions of the Navajo Nation are in 
three states: Arizona, New Mexico, and 
Utah. No other reservation comes any-
where close to the size of Navajo. To 
give you an idea of its size, the State of 
West Virginia is about 24,000 square 
miles. In fact, 10 States are smaller in 
size than the Navajo reservation. 

According to the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, about 9,700 miles of public 
roads serve the Navajo nation. Only 
about one-third of these roads are 
paved. The remaining 6,500 miles, 67 
percent, are dirt roads. Every day 
school buses use nearly all of these 
roads to transport Navajo children to 
and from school. 

About 6,200 miles of the roads on the 
Navajo reservation are BIA roads, and 
about 3,300 miles are State and county 
roads. All public roads within, adjacent 
to, or leading to the reservation, in-
cluding BIA, State, and county roads 
are considered part of the Federal In-
dian Reservation Road System. How-
ever, only BIA and tribal roads are eli-
gible for Federal maintenance funding 
from BIA. Moreover, construction 
funding and improvement funding from 
the Federal Lands Highways Program 
in SAFETEA is generally applied only 
to BIA or tribal roads. Thus, the States 
and counties are responsible for main-
tenance and improvement of their 2,500 
miles of roads that serve the reserva-
tion. 

The counties in the 3 States that in-
clude the Navajo reservation are sim-
ply not in a position to maintain all of 
the roads on the reservation that carry 
children to and from school. Nearly all 
of the land area in these counties is 
under Federal or tribal jurisdiction. 

For example, in my State of New 
Mexico, 3⁄4 of McKinley County is ei-
ther tribal or Federal land, including 
BLM, Forest Service, and military 
land. The Indian land area alone com-
prises 61 percent of McKinley County. 
Consequently, the county can draw 
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