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am honored to be joined by an advocate
for children, Senator KERRY, in turning
a spotlight on the issue of child abuse
and neglect in this country. Senator
KERRY and I share a common belief
that children should be valued and nur-
tured by both their families and all of
us.
The effort to address child abuse
transcends ideological and partisan
lines. This is not a Democratic or Re-
publican issue—this is an American
issue—one that we can’t wish away,
but that we must face head on and
work to eradicate.

Abuse of children occurs in all seg-
ments of our society, in rural, subur-
ban, and urban areas and among all ra-
cial, ethnic, and income groups. Ac-
cording to the 2009 Child Maltreatment
Study compiled by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services,
during 2009, an estimated 702,000 chil-
dren were determined to be victims of
abuse or neglect, and an estimated
1,770 children died as a result.

Last year I became aware of yet an-
other tragic case of child abuse. Maine
was mourning the death of 15-month
old Damien Lynn. Autopsy reports
show that little Damien had broken
bones and ribs, head and abdominal in-
juries, and a human bite mark on his
right arm. This year the former boy-
friend of Damien’s mother will face the
consequences of his actions, and I am
proud to introduce this resolution
again in Damien’s memory.

The time has come for Americans to
unite in an all-out effort to eradicate
child abuse. National Child Abuse Pre-
vention Month is an opportunity for
communities across the country to
keep children safe, provide the support
families need to stay together, and
raise children and youth to be happy,
secure, and stable adults.

To paraphrase Mahatma Gandhi,
“You can judge a society by how they
treat their weakest members.”” This
resolution is sad commentary that we
have to do more to protect those who
are in the dawn of life, the most vul-
nerable among us, our children.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 128—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT PUBLIC SERV-
ANTS SHOULD BE COMMENDED
FOR THEIR DEDICATION AND
CONTINUED SERVICE TO THE NA-
TION DURING PUBLIC SERVICE
RECOGNITION WEEK, MAY 1
THROUGH 7, 2011

Mr. AKAKA (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. LEVIN, Mr.
CARPER, and Mr. LAUTENBERG) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs:

S. REs. 128

Whereas Public Service Recognition Week
provides an opportunity to recognize and
promote the important contributions of pub-
lic servants and honor the diverse men and
women who meet the needs of the Nation
through work at all levels of government;
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Whereas millions of individuals work in
government service in every city, county,
and State across America and in hundreds of
cities abroad;

Whereas public service is a noble calling
involving a variety of challenging and re-
warding professions;

Whereas Federal, State, and local govern-
ments are responsive, innovative, and effec-
tive because of the outstanding work of pub-
lic servants;

Whereas the United States of America is a
great and prosperous Nation, and public
service employees contribute significantly to
that greatness and prosperity;

Whereas the Nation benefits daily from the
knowledge and skills of these highly trained
individuals;

Whereas public servants—

(1) defend our freedom and advance United
States interests around the world;

(2) provide vital strategic support func-
tions to our military and serve in the Na-
tional Guard and Reserves;

(3) fight crime and fires;

(4) ensure equal access to secure, efficient,
and affordable mail service;

(5) deliver social security and medicare
benefits;

(6) fight disease and promote better health;

(7) protect the environment and the Na-
tion’s parks;

(8) enforce laws guaranteeing equal em-
ployment opportunity and healthy working
conditions;

(9) defend and secure critical infrastruc-
ture;

(10) help the Nation recover from natural
disasters and terrorist attacks;

(11) teach and work in our schools and li-
braries;

(12) develop new technologies and explore
the earth, moon, and space to help improve
our understanding of how our world changes;

(13) improve and secure our transportation
systems;

(14) promote economic growth; and

(15) assist our Nation’s veterans;

Whereas members of the uniformed serv-
ices and civilian employees at all levels of
government make significant contributions
to the general welfare of the United States,
and are on the front lines in the fight
against terrorism and in maintaining home-
land security;

Whereas public servants work in a profes-
sional manner to build relationships with
other countries and cultures in order to bet-
ter represent America’s interests and pro-
mote American ideals;

Whereas public servants alert Congress and
the public to government waste, fraud,
abuse, and dangers to public health;

Whereas the men and women serving in the
Armed Forces of the United States, as well
as those skilled trade and craft Federal em-
ployees who provide support to their efforts,
are committed to doing their jobs regardless
of the circumstances, and contribute greatly
to the security of the Nation and the world;

Whereas public servants have bravely
fought in armed conflict in defense of this
Nation and its ideals and deserve the care
and benefits they have earned through their
honorable service;

Whereas government workers have much
to offer, as demonstrated by their expertise
and innovative ideas, and serve as examples
by passing on institutional knowledge to
train the next generation of public servants;

Whereas May 1 through 7, 2011, has been
designated Public Service Recognition Week
to honor America’s Federal, State, and local
government employees; and

Whereas Public Service Recognition Week
is celebrating its 27th anniversary: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
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(1) commends public servants for their out-
standing contributions to this great Nation
during Public Service Recognition Week and
throughout the year;

(2) salutes government employees for their
unyielding dedication and spirit for public
service,;

(3) honors those government employees
who have given their lives in service to their
country;

(4) calls upon a new generation to consider
a career in public service as an honorable
profession; and

(5) encourages efforts to promote public
service careers at all levels of government.

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, today 1
rise to honor America’s public serv-
ants, who provide so many essential
services that Americans rely on every
day. I am pleased to once again intro-
duce a resolution recognizing these em-
ployees during Public Service Recogni-
tion Week.

Public Service Recognition Week
provides us with the opportunity to
honor and celebrate the works of fed-
eral, state and local public employees—
and also gives American’s across the
country a chance to learn about the
many possible careers in public service.
As a former teacher and a life-long
public servant, I have worked alongside
so many hard-working, talented people
who have dedicated their lives to serv-
ing others. Public employees across the
country use the week to educate their
fellow citizens on how government
serves them and makes life better for
all of us. It is my hope that this week’s
events will encourage many people, es-
pecially students and young profes-
sionals, to consider a career in public
service.

As the Chairman of the Senate
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Subcommittee on Oversight of
Government Management, the Federal
Workforce, and the District of Colum-
bia, I am proud to take this moment to
highlight the importance of our public
servants. This country is facing so
many challenges both here at home
and abroad, and our public servants
play an integral role in moving our
country forward. It is essential that we
do not lose sight of their importance
and all that they do to keep our coun-
try strong.

Our public servants are honorable
men and women who provide vital serv-
ices to the American people, including
teaching our children, keeping our Na-
tion safe, caring for our wounded war-
riors, guarding our prisons, and re-
sponding to natural disasters. Our way
of life would not exist without the
work of public employees.

This is the 27th year we have honored
our public servants with Public Service
Recognition Week during the first
week of May. Although we have des-
ignated a week to pay tribute to gov-
ernment employees, it is also impor-
tant that we honor the invaluable serv-
ice of public servants throughout the
year. America’s public servants deserve
our gratitude and respect and I thank
them for their dedication. I encourage
my colleagues to join me in this annual
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celebration and recognize the public
servants in their states.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  129—HON-
ORING THE 29 COAL MINERS WHO
PERISHED IN THE EXPLOSION
AT THE UPPER BIG BRANCH
MINE IN MONTCOAL, WEST VIR-
GINIA, ON APRIL 5, 2010, AND RE-
MEMBERING ALL THOSE WHO
HAVE LOST THEIR LIVES WHILE
MINING FOR THE RESOURCES ON
WHICH THE UNITED STATES RE-
LIES

Mr. ROCKFELLER (for himself, Mr.
MANCHIN, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. ENZI, Mrs.
MURRAY, and Mr. ISAKSON) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions:

S. RES. 129

Whereas West Virginia coal miners and
their predecessors not only have a strong
commitment to providing a good living for
their families, but also take a deep and pa-
triotic pride in the fact that their work and
the energy they produce has made the
United States strong and free;

Whereas coal mining has been, and re-
mains, an important part of the economy of
the United States;

Whereas coal accounts for nearly % of the
electricity produced in the United States;

Whereas coal has been commercially mined
in what is now the State of West Virginia
since 1810;

Whereas since 1810, West Virginia miners
and their families have sacrificed greatly to
mine the coal that powers the economy of
the United States;

Whereas on April 5, 2010, 29 heroic and pa-
triotic West Virginia miners tragically lost
their lives in an explosion at the Upper Big
Branch Mine in Montcoal, West Virginia;

Whereas a search and rescue effort was
launched immediately following the explo-
sion that involved dozens of courageous vol-
unteers, first responders, and mine rescue
teams who fearlessly risked their lives to
rescue survivors and find lost miners;

Whereas Carl ‘“‘Pee Wee” Acord, Jason
Matthew Atkins, Christopher Lee Bell, Sr.,
Gregory Steven Brock, Kenneth A. Chapman,
Sr., Robert Eugene Clark, Cory Davis,
Charles Timothy Davis, Michael Lee
Elswick, William Ildon Griffith, Steven J.
“Smiley’” Harrah, Edward ‘Dean’ Jones,
Richard Xeith Lane, William Roosevelt
Lynch, Joe Marcum, Ronald Lee Maynor,
Nicolas D. McCroskey, James ‘‘Eddie’” Moon-
ey, Adam K. Morgan, Rex Lane Mullins,
Joshua Scott Napper, Howard ‘‘Boone’’
Payne, Jr., Dillard Earl ‘“‘Dewey’’ Persinger,
Joel R. ““Jody”’ Price, Gary Wayne Quarles,
Deward Allan Scott, Grover Dale Skeens,
Benny Ray Willingham, and Ricky L. Work-
man perished in the explosion at the Upper
Big Branch Mine;

Whereas the terrible tragedy broke the
hearts of the people of the United States;

Whereas since the beginning of 2010, 77
miners of coal and other resources have lost
their lives on the job, and thousands more
have been injured or diagnosed with occupa-
tional illnesses, such as Black Lung disease;

Whereas the families of the deceased con-
tinue to suffer, as do those miners who have
become seriously injured or ill; and

Whereas Congress has long recognized the
need to protect the safety and health of min-
ers: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors the coal miners who lost their
lives in the explosion at the Upper Big
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Branch Mine in Montcoal, West Virginia, on
April 5, 2010;

(2) extends its continued heartfelt condo-
lences to the families of the deceased, who
are still looking for answers to the tragedy;

(3) recognizes the hardships faced by sur-
vivors of the tragedy and fellow miners who
worked side-by-side with the deceased;

(4) acknowledges the risks faced by all
miners, as well as the important and often
over-looked contributions that miners make
to the United States;

(b) expresses its appreciation for the volun-
teers, first responders, and mine rescue
teams who fearlessly risk their lives to save
miners after tragedies; and

(6) reaffirms its commitment to keep min-
ers safe and healthy on the job.

————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 283. Mr. McCAIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 493, to reauthorize and improve the
SBIR and STTR programs, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 284. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
KERRY, and Mr. ROCKEFELLER) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 4, to repeal the expansion of
information reporting requirements for pay-
ments of $600 or more to corporations, and
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

————
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 283. Mr. MCCAIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 493, to reauthorize
and improve the SBIR and STTR pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

On page 116, after line 24, add the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 504. ELIMINATION OF DUPLICATIVE SECU-
RITY ASSESSMENTS.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the Transportation Security Adminis-
tration is not authorized to conduct security
assessments of motor carriers that are—

(1) registered under subpart G of part 107 of
title 49, Code of Federal Regulations; and

(2) subject to security contact reviews con-
ducted by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration.

SA 284. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself,
Mr. KERRY, and Mr. ROCKEFELLER) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill H.R. 4, to
repeal the expansion of information re-
porting requirements for payments of
$600 or more to corporations, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

On page 4, after line 3, insert the following:

(c) STUDY OF THE EFFECTS ON SMALL BUSI-
NESSES OF INCREASES IN THE AMOUNTS OF
HEALTH CARE CREDIT OVERPAYMENTS RE-
QUIRED TO BE RECAPTURED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health
and Human Services shall conduct a study to
determine if the amendments made by this
section—

(A) will result in an increase in health in-
surance premiums within the Exchanges cre-
ated by the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act for employees or owners of
small businesses; or

(B) will result in an increase in the number
of individuals who do not have health insur-
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ance coverage, a disproportionate share of
which are employees and owners of small
businesses.

(2) EFFECT OF INCREASES.—If the Secretary
determines under paragraph (1) that there
will be an increase described in subparagraph
(A) or (B), or both, then, notwithstanding
subsection (b), the amendments made by this
section shall not apply to taxable years end-
ing after the date of such determination and
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 shall be
applied and administered to such taxable
years as if such amendments had never been
enacted.

———

NOTICES OF INTENT TO SUSPEND
THE RULES

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I sub-
mit the following notice in writing: In
accordance with rule V of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, I hereby give no-
tice in writing that it is my intention
to move to suspend rule XXII, includ-
ing germaneness requirements, for the
purpose of proposing and considering
amendment No. 217 on S. 493.

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I sub-
mit the following notice in writing: In
accordance with rule V of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, I hereby give no-
tice in writing that it is my intention
to move to suspend rule XXII, includ-
ing germaneness requirements, for the
purpose of proposing and considering
amendment No. 220 on S. 493.

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I sub-
mit the following notice in writing: In
accordance with rule V of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, I hereby give no-
tice in writing that it is my intention
to move to suspend rule XXII, includ-
ing germaneness requirements, for the
purpose of proposing and considering
amendment No. 222 on S. 493.

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I sub-
mit the following notice in writing: In
accordance with rule V of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, I hereby give no-
tice in writing that it is my intention
to move to suspend rule XXII, includ-
ing germaneness requirements, for the
purpose of proposing and considering
amendment No. 273 on S. 493.

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I sub-
mit the following notice in writing: In
accordance with rule V of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, I hereby give no-
tice in writing that it is my intention
to move to suspend rule XXII, includ-
ing germaneness requirements, for the
purpose of proposing and considering
amendment No. 274 on S. 493.

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I sub-
mit the following notice in writing: In
accordance with rule V of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, I hereby give no-
tice in writing that it is my intention
to move to suspend rule XXII, includ-
ing germaneness requirements, for the
purpose of proposing and considering
amendment No. 279 on S. 493.

——————

NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I would
like to announce that the Committee
on Indian Affairs will meet on Thurs-
day, April 7, 2011, at 2:15 p.m. in Room
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