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CONGRATULATING PRESIDENT- 

ELECT PARK GEUN-HYE ON HER 
INAUGURATION AS THE FIRST 
WOMAN PRESIDENT OF THE RE-
PUBLIC OF KOREA 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 14, 2013 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent-elect Park Geun-hye will be inaugurated 
as the eleventh President of the Republic of 
Korea on Monday, February 25, 2013. Madam 
Park will then become the first freely elected 
woman leader among the nations of Northeast 
Asia and the first woman President of the Re-
public of Korea 

Madam Park has shattered the glass ceiling 
for Korean women by attaining the highest 
elected office in the land, achieving this re-
markable feat before the United States has 
elected a woman to lead our Nation. 

In the traditional Land of the Morning Calm 
where the slogan ‘‘men first, women behind’’ 
was the watchword only a generation ago, 
Park Geun-hye’s election is historic. President- 
elect Park will serve as a role model for 
women—young and old—not only in Asia but 
around the world as they seek to achieve their 
full potential unfettered by the gender limita-
tions of the past. 

Madam Park also raises the possibility of a 
new beginning in the complex and often hos-
tile relationship that has evolved between the 
two Koreas since the tragic division of the Ko-
rean peninsula at the end of the Second 
World War. A daughter of a mother slain by a 
North Korean agent in 1974, Madam Park 
chose to put this painful family tragedy aside 
and travel to North Korea in 2002 and meet 
the very man, Kim Jong-il, who was likely re-
sponsible for the murder of her mother. She 
did this for the good of her country, for those 
numerous divided Korean families who have 
not seen nor heard from their loved ones in 
sixty years, and for a people with a common 
culture and heritage suddenly torn asunder by 
Cold War politics. 

The Korean people have an old saying that 
‘‘when whales fight, shrimp get broken’’ recog-
nizing the victimization of a small but proud 
nation surrounded by colossal and often hos-
tile neighbors. The healing process after sixty 
years of this externally imposed division sym-
bolized by the stark frontier of the DMZ will 
not be easy. But, as was once said in ref-
erence to the unfreezing of Sino-American re-
lations, that ‘‘only Nixon could go to China,’’ 
so it may one day be said that ‘‘only Park 
Geun-hye, the daughter of an anti-communist 
general and a martyred mother, could rec-
oncile the two Koreas.’’ 

This coming summer, on July 27th, we will 
commemorate the sixtieth anniversary of the 
signing of an Armistice which silenced the 
guns but brought no permanent peace on the 
Korean peninsula. Our aging Korean War era 
veterans, who include four Members of the 
U.S. House of Representatives including the 
Honorable CHARLES RANGEL, the Honorable 
JOHN CONYERS JR., the Honorable HOWARD 
COBLE, and the Honorable SAM JOHNSON, 
often speak of our steadfast friendship with 
the people of South Korea as being one which 
was forged in the crucible of war. 

The Korean War Memorial, located not far 
from this House, serves to remind us all of the 

brave men and women of our country ‘‘who 
answered the call to defend a country they 
never knew and a people they never met.’’ 
The election of Park Geun-hye symbolizes the 
achievement of those democratic values for 
which these veterans fought and died. 

I am also certain that America’s almost two 
million strong Korean-American community 
who have contributed so much to their adopt-
ed country are justifiably proud of the demo-
cratic and economic miracle of their ancestral 
homeland. The alliance between their old and 
new countries, strengthened by the recent 
adoption of the U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agree-
ment, will only be further invigorated under 
Madam Park’s presidency. 

For historical purposes, I submit this state-
ment to be made part of the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD in tribute to the service, often at great 
personal sacrifice, that President-elect Park 
Geun-hye has rendered for and on behalf of 
the people of the Republic of Korea. I join my 
colleagues in looking forward to welcoming 
Madam Park when she makes her first official 
visit to Washington, DC later this year. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE STATES’ 
MEDICAL MARIJUANA PATIENT 
PROTECTION ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2013 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today, 
along with a bipartisan group of cosponsors, I 
am introducing the States’ Medical Marijuana 
Patient Protection Act, legislation that will 
allow medical marijuana patients and busi-
nesses—who are complying with state law— 
the ability to access and distribute marijuana 
free from federal interference. 

Eighteen states and the District of Columbia 
have passed laws allowing for the use of med-
ical marijuana for people suffering from condi-
tions such as cancer and severe nausea. As 
a result there are now hundreds of thousands 
of medical marijuana patients nationwide. De-
spite these laws, at the federal level marijuana 
is currently listed as a Schedule I substance 
under the Controlled Substances Act, meaning 
that it is considered a substance with a ‘‘high 
potential for abuse,’’ with ‘‘no currently accept-
ed medical use in treatment in the United 
States.’’ This means that the 19 jurisdictions 
that permit medical marijuana are operating in 
a patchwork of inconsistent local and federal 
laws. 

These inconsistencies create significant 
challenges for both patients and the busi-
nesses working to provide access to medical 
marijuana. Because of federal tax and banking 
laws, marijuana businesses—despite oper-
ating in compliance with state or local law— 
are not allowed to deduct their legitimate busi-
ness expenses and are often unable to make 
deposits or maintain bank accounts. Simulta-
neously, the federal government has contin-
ued to enforce federal law, and many medical 
marijuana facilities across the country have 
been raided by the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration or otherwise targeted by the Depart-
ment of Justice. 

The federal government maintains a monop-
oly on access to marijuana for research, cur-
rently run by the National Institute on Drug 

Abuse (NIDA). The mission of this Institute is 
to ‘‘lead the Nation in bringing the power of 
science to bear on drug abuse and addiction,’’ 
and many researchers have found it difficult to 
obtain marijuana for research into the potential 
therapeutic or medicinal effects of marijuana. 

The States’ Medical Marijuana Patient Pro-
tection Act would provide for the rescheduling 
of marijuana under the Controlled Substance 
Act to a listing other than Schedule I or II, 
which would mean the federal government 
recognizes an accepted medical use. It would 
also ensure that neither the Controlled Sub-
stances Act nor the Federal Food, Drug and 
Cosmetic Act would restrict individuals, doc-
tors or businesses from consuming, recom-
mending, producing, distributing or otherwise 
operating in marijuana in compliance with 
state or local laws. Finally, it would require 
that access to marijuana for research into its 
potential medicinal and therapeutic uses be 
overseen by an entity in the government not 
focused on researching the addictive prop-
erties of substances. 

Nineteen jurisdictions have passed laws rec-
ognizing the importance of providing access to 
medical marijuana for the hundreds of thou-
sands of patients who rely on it. It is time for 
the federal government to respect these deci-
sions, and stop inhibiting safe access. 

f 

HONORING JACE C. PINE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Jace C. Pine. Jace 
is a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 351, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jace has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jace has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Jace 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Jace C. Pine for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING WILLIAM ASHFORD 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2013 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to honor Mr. William Ashford, who is in-
terning in my office with the Uni-Capitol Wash-
ington Program. The Uni-Capitol Washington 
Program (UCWIP) has paired some of the 
brightest Australian students with various con-
gressional offices for more than a decade and 
I am happy to be a host again this year. 

Will comes from the University of 
Wollongong and is studying engineering and 
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commerce. Over the past month, I have found 
him to be outstanding in his duties and going 
above and beyond our expectations. He has 
attended committee hearings, drafted con-
stituent correspondence, and assisted me as 
well as my staff with research. His Australian 
accent has garnered the attention of many of 
my constituents on tours and over the phone. 
Will’s commitment, hard work, and presence 
have been an asset to the office and he will 
be sorely missed by all. 

The program has been in force for 13 years 
thanks to the vision of Eric Federing, its direc-
tor and founder. The students who are se-
lected come from a variety of academic dis-
ciplines, but all have a common interest: pro-
moting the U.S.-Australia relationship. These 
student placements are enhanced by the for-
mation of genuine friendships and the ex-
change of views and ideas between the Aus-
tralian interns and their respective offices. We 
are grateful for these friendships and it is our 
hope that they strengthen the diplomatic ties 
of our great countries. 

I would like to thank Eric Federing for the 
opportunity to host Will over the past several 
weeks. To date, over 130 interns have come 
through his program representing 8 different 
universities over the program’s lifetime. It en-
hances opportunities for the individuals who 
come and enlighten those who they come to. 
After the internship, many receive jobs on 
Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. or go to work 
with Federal or various State Parliaments in 
Australia. Other interns have gone on to work 
in the Australian Embassy or The World Bank. 
Simply put, this program selects incredibly tal-
ented individuals that are a pleasure to host 
and work with. It was an honor to have Will in 
our office and I wish him the very best in the 
future. Will, thank you again for your hard 
work and dedication. 

f 

HONORING THE CENTENNIAL OF 
PRESIDENT NIXON’S BIRTH 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 14, 2013 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the legacy of President Richard Nixon in 
this centennial year of his birth. 

President Nixon took the oath of office at a 
time of domestic upheaval and far-reaching 
social, economic, and political change. I doubt 
there was ever a day when he did not wake 
to an agenda of pressing challenges and dif-
ficult decisions. 

But his true legacy lies in foreign policy. 
Few Presidents have entered the White 

House with a deeper understanding of inter-
national affairs, and we are very fortunate that 
he did. For when he first walked into the Oval 
Office, he inherited a world in which the U.S. 
was faced with enormous difficulties and prob-
lems that seemed to have no solution, from 
our grinding engagement in Vietnam to an in-
creasingly emboldened Soviet Union. 

He understood from the first that the old 
ways of doing things simply would not work in 
a new and dangerous world and repeatedly 
astonished his admirers and opponents alike 
with a surprisingly flexible and sophisticated, 
albeit tough-minded, approach. 

That was most famously demonstrated by 
his stunning reaching out to China. 

For decades this action has been the sub-
ject of much discussion and comment, and it 
is commonly cited as a model for similarly 
bold action today. 

But there is danger in easy comparisons. It 
is of key importance to stress that he did not 
suffer from an illusion that Mao’s dictatorship 
was reforming itself or that our mutual hostility 
was primarily the fault of the United States. Or 
that a handshake could somehow transform 
conflicting goals into a broad partnership. 

Instead, it was based on a clear-eyed un-
derstanding of how the world actually works 
and that a rigid adherence to ideology can 
blind one to inconvenient facts and potential 
options. Only someone deeply confident in his 
beliefs could have done so. But he did not 
take unnecessary risks, he did not leap into 
the dark, hoping for the best. Instead, he took 
deliberate steps on a well-thought-out path to 
specific goals. 

Even then, his eyes were not focused on 
China, but on a much larger purpose, namely 
reordering the international system to give the 
U.S. new options that it otherwise would not 
have had, including an ability to exploit divi-
sions among opponents that rendered each 
eager for improved relations with the U.S. 

What a contrast to today’s world, where the 
U.S. often goes hat in hand to professed en-
emies in the illusion that they can be bribed to 
abandon their fundamental goals, that unilat-
eral concessions will generate good will, or 
that they can somehow be convinced to be-
come good international citizens through pleas 
or lectures. 

Nixon knew that peaceful outreach and ne-
gotiations were possible only when the other 
side had no doubts of your toughness. Some-
times a smile is helpful, but often a stick is 
more convincing. No one ever doubted that 
Richard Nixon understood the difference. 

His no-nonsense view of the world can be 
seen in the aftermath of the murder of Israeli 
Olympians in Munich by PLO terrorists on 
September 27th, 1972 when he warned that if 
we want safety, we must not seek ‘‘accom-
modations with savagery, but rather act to 
eliminate it.’’ 

That was written twenty-nine years before 
the devastating 9/11 terror attacks, but it re-
mains a crucial guide to action today. 

As Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee, I deal on a daily basis with the 
many problems the U.S. faces around the 
world. Some would be familiar to President 
Nixon; many are quite different. But the deep 
understanding, the commitment to basic prin-
ciples, the pragmatic flexibility that character-
ized his approach are as essential today as 
they were then. 

I met him once when he spoke before the 
House Republican Conference in March, 
1993, shortly after I first entered Congress. 
The subject was Russia in the aftermath of the 
collapse of the Soviet empire, but even after 
many years out of office, and only a year be-
fore his death, his understanding of the range 
of issues and problems facing that country 
and ours impressed everyone in the room. He 
was masterful to the end. 

Afterward, the President mentioned his old 
House seat to me, and he asked me to join 
him for a meeting with members of the Sen-
ate, organized by Senator Patrick Moynihan. 
There he spoke of the future challenges and 
opportunities with respect to China, Eurasia, 
Africa, and Latin America. As usual, he spoke 
without using notes. 

Perhaps his greatest legacy is what any stu-
dent of his accomplishments can see for 
themselves: that the United States has no 
choice to be a leader in the world if we are to 
secure the safety and interests of the Amer-
ican people, that passivity and a surrender to 
events can bring only disaster, that refusing to 
recognize that the world is often a dangerous 
and unforgiving place is to live in illusion, that 
foolishly acting as though our resources were 
unlimited with no need to prioritize our goals 
is a certain road to defeat. 

So it gives me pride to recognize President 
Richard Nixon during the centennial of his 
birth. We owe him our respect for what he ac-
complished on behalf of the security of the 
United States in a turbulent world. 

f 

HONORING JOHN BRENKLE 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Monsignor John 
Brenkle on the occasion of receiving the Jef-
ferson Award for his work in the Napa Valley 
community. 

The Jefferson Award is a national award 
given to those serving the community at a na-
tional and local level, which Monsignor 
Brenkle has done for the past three decades. 
He is known throughout the Napa Valley as a 
mercenary who goes above and beyond to en-
sure the well-being of those in the community. 

Monsignor Brenkle attended St. Patrick’s 
Seminary in Menlo Park, California, and was 
ordained on June 14, 1958 through the Arch-
diocese of San Francisco. He received his 
Doctorate in Canon Law from The Catholic 
University of America in 1962. He served as 
Chancellor of the Diocese in Santa Rosa until 
1971, followed by two years of teaching in 
Zambia. 

Monsignor Brenkle has worked tirelessly to 
help low-income families and farm workers. 
He played a pivotal role in creating housing for 
migrant farm workers, and assisted in the de-
cision to build low income housing sites in the 
valley. He serves on numerous local boards, 
including Catholic Charities, the Board of Di-
rectors of Justin-Siena High School, Catholic 
Community Foundation, California Human De-
velopment Corporation, and the St. Helena 
Mayor’s Multi-cultural Committee. 

It is because of all his hard work that he 
was recognized to receive this outstanding 
award. Mr. Speaker and colleagues, it is my 
distinct pleasure to congratulate Monsignor 
John Brenkle on this joyous occasion. 

f 

COME AND TAKE IT 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2013 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it was fall 
of 1835. Mexican President Santa Anna had 
dissolved the Constitution and made himself 
dictator. Tensions began to flare between his 
oppressive government and the liberty minded 
desires of Texians and Tejanos. To suppress 
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