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RECOGNIZING LAKE FOREST
CHARTER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 23, 2013

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Lake Forest Charter Elementary
School, an outstanding school from my district,
for being selected as a 2013 National Blue
Ribbon School.

Lake Forest Charter is a special school in a
special city. After the 2005 disasters of Hurri-
cane Katrina and the levee failures left the
school and the area devastated, current CEO
Mardele Early, dedicated teachers, and de-
voted families banded together to rebuild and
reopen the school. That effort illustrates vividly
the commitment of the faculty and staff and
the level of parental involvement that are the
foundation of Lake Forest’s success.

Lake Forest Charter's Blue Ribbon Schools
selection is in the “Exemplary High Per-
forming” category. This award is given to
some of the highest performing schools across
the nation, and | am proud that Lake Forest is
receiving national recognition for the out-
standing education it provides to local school
children. With more than 80 percent of its stu-
dents qualifying for free or reduced lunches,
Lake Forest Charter has consistently been
one of the top schools in Louisiana. It is one
of only two schools in the state that are Na-
tional Title | Distinguished Schools for Excep-
tional Performance and repeatedly has had
every one of its 4th and 8th graders pass the
required statewide tests.

Every child in this nation deserves a quality
education and it is schools like Lake Forest
Charter Elementary School that bring us clos-
er to making that a reality. | commend the fac-
ulty, staff, parents, and students for all their
hard work and congratulate them on this pres-
tigious award.

————

RECOGNIZING 100 YEARS OF ORGA-
NIZATIONAL PARTNERSHIP BE-
TWEEN THE CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST LATTER-DAY  SAINTS
AND THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMER-
ICA

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 23, 2013

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, today | wish
to recognize the organizational partnership be-
tween the Church of Jesus Christ Latter-Day
Saints and the Boy Scouts of America. This
year marks the 100th anniversary of their part-
nership that enriches the lives of over 300,000
young men each year across the country. | am
pleased that Northern Indiana will join the na-
tionwide celebration as the Church of Jesus
Christ Latter-Day and the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica Saints reflect back on a century of
achievement and success fostered through
this special bond.

There are more than 32 Church of Jesus
Christ Latter-Day Saints and Boy Scout of
America organizations in the Second District
involving all levels of scouting, including Eagle
Scouts. Their presence has certainly contrib-
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uted to strong leadership skills and personal
growth for the Boy Scouts, in addition to help-
ing countless others in our communities.

The Church of Jesus Christ Latter-Day
Saints and Boy Scouts of America organize a
myriad of activities, such as mentoring youth
and volunteering in local events. This partner-
ship also reaches out to the less fortunate and
host educational outdoor experiences for our
communities. As a result, over 1,000 Hoosier
Boy Scouts make important strides to enrich
their faith and garner lasting leadership skills
each year. There is no doubt that these fine
young men will be the leaders of tomorrow,
finding positive ways to shape our society. It
is a privilege to congratulate the Church of
Jesus Christ Latter-Day Saints and the Boy
Scouts of America as they celebrate 100
years of partnership.

CONGRATULATING RON AND LISA
GREENWOOD

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 23, 2013

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today, | rise in recognition of Ron and Lisa
Greenwood, who will be presented and hon-
ored with the Gold Coast Veterans Founda-
tion’s Founders Award for their dedication and
commitment to the veterans of Ventura Coun-
ty.

As a decorated combat veteran in Vietnam,
Ron knows the complexities of those who re-
turn from war. His personal experience and
struggles with PTSD and social integration
challenges allow him to relate to the issues
that our returning veterans face. Committed to
supporting our veterans, Ron has worked
closely with many veterans’ advocacy and
community groups.

His personal narrative resonates in all as-
pects of his work. As President at Global En-
ergy & Technology, Inc., Ron continues to
give back to the community and to our vet-
erans. He has provided employment opportu-
nities, as well as professional guidance, to
many of our returning servicemembers.

Similarly, Lisa Greenwood has also been a
tireless advocate in her pursuit of giving back
to our veterans and their families. She has
worked with the Association of Service Dis-
abled Veterans (ASDV) in Washington, DC.
She is currently the National Chair of the Sil-
ver Star Women of America, an arm of the As-
sociation of Service Disabled Veterans, and
has testified before the House Committee on
Veterans Affairs.

With an extensive background and service
history, Ron and Lisa opened the doors of the
Gold Coast Veterans Foundation in 2009. With
the Greenwood’s vision, the Gold Coast Vet-
erans Foundation has been able to success-
fully assist returning veterans in reaching their
full potential. The Gold Coast Veterans Foun-
dation has given our local heroes the re-
sources to become productive and responsible
citizens while helping them to make an easy
transition back into their communities.

Their steadfast commitment to Ventura
County’s veterans has been invaluable and
their work and efforts to address the needs of
returning veterans are emblematic of their
work that the Gold Coast Veterans Foundation
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accomplishes on a daily basis. The Green-
woods have created an organization that has
far reaching impacts on our community.

In 2010, in collaboration with the Ventura
County Community Foundation, the Gold
Coast Veterans Foundation founded the Ven-
tura County Veterans Fund to specifically fa-
cilitate the transition of Iraq and Afghanistan
veterans back into our community. Their mis-
sion is to provide employment assistance,
counseling, education, and housing to all of
our returning veterans.

Earlier this year, the Gold Coast Veterans
Foundation opened its Veterans Service Cen-
ter to provide health and human services to
Ventura County’s veterans. This organization
cultivates an open forum for veterans’ groups
and organizations that serve to develop and
care for veterans. Their mission is not only to
provide care, but to encourage, inspire, and
motivate.

| applaud Ron and Lisa Greenwood for their
continued generosity and dedication to serving
our brave servicemembers and their families.
It is my sincere honor to join the Gold Coast
Veterans Foundation in recognizing the out-
standing accomplishments and contributions of
Ron and Lisa Greenwood, and | commend
them for the difference that they make in the
everyday lives of our veterans.

TRIBUTE TO MS. FRANCES GOULD

HON. JASON T. SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 23, 2013

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Ms. Frances Gould of Cape
Girardeau, Missouri. Ms. Gould works as the
Southeast Region Field Support Manager of
the Missouri Division of Family Services,
where she oversees adoption, foster care, and
interstate placement of children. She is an ac-
tive member of the Community Caring Coun-
cil, Southeast Missouri State University Alumni
Board of Directors, and Centenary United
Methodist Church, among other organizations.
Ms. Gould also advises the women of Alpha
Delta Pi sorority at Southeast Missouri State
University.

Ms. Gould has enjoyed the opportunity to
give back to her community and enhance the
well-being of women and children. Although
there are some heartbreaking stories, she is
inspired by the many success stories she has
helped create. | believe that Ms. Gould is a
positive role model for the women she works
with and is an incredible asset to our commu-
nity.

———

NORTHMORELAND TOWNSHIP
VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 23, 2013

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the Northmoreland Township Volunteer Fire
Company of Dallas, Pennsylvania.

Northmoreland Township Volunteer Fire
Company was chartered in 1981 in order to
provide fire protection to the local community
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which had long relied on other jurisdictions for
this important undertaking. Township super-
visors decided that the company would rely
solely on fundraising and other sources of in-
come rather than on taxpayer dollars, a deci-
sion which still stands to this day.

Today, Northmoreland Township Volunteer
Fire Company has over 70 members, includ-
ing more than 40 volunteers who actively re-
spond to calls. The additional members are re-
sponsible for important functions including
fundraising, accounting, and other day to day
business operations. Since its founding, the
company has been active in updating their
equipment and training procedures to ensure
they are leaders in fire protection. The mem-
bers of this company continue to risk their own
lives to ensure the safety and well-being of the
residents of Northmoreland Township.

Mr. Speaker, since 1981 members of the
Northmoreland Township Volunteer Fire Com-
pany have proudly protected their community
from fire and other disasters. Therefore, |
commend all those personnel who have faith-
fully served at this fire house and congratulate
them on the dedication of their newest building
addition and acquisition of a new ladder truck.

REMEMBERING MR. MAURICE
LYONS

HON. PAUL COOK

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, October 23, 2013

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Mr. Maurice Lyons, who
passed away October 16, 2013. Mr. Lyons
has left those living in the Morongo Basin with
a legacy of public service and dedication to
community.

Mr. Lyons became well known throughout
the Morongo Basin during his 15 years of
leadership as chairman of the Morongo Band
of Mission Indians. Raised on the Morongo
Reservation as one of nine children, Lyons en-
tered public service in 1994 as a tribal housing
commissioner and chairman of the Morongo
Head Start parents committee. Soon after he
was elected to the Morongo Tribal Council and
was elected Tribal Chairman in 2001, serving
a total of three terms.

In addition to his leadership on the Tribal
Council, Mr. Lyons established himself as a
community leader through his role in devel-
oping the Morongo School, a college pre-
paratory academy that opened on the reserva-
tion in 2010.

In addition he served as president of the
board of directors for National Indian Child
Welfare Association and spearheaded a na-
tional drive that raised more than $500,000 to-
ward the cost to build a National American In-
dian Veterans monument at Riverside National
Cemetery.

Today, | join with the Morongo Band of Mis-
sion Indians and with the entire Morongo
Basin in remembering this extraordinary public
leader who served as an inspiration to all
those who knew him.
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TRIBUTE TO PARAMESHWARAN
“RAVI” RAVISHANKER

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 23, 2013

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
dedication and contributions to the community
of Perris, California and greater Riverside
County are exceptional. Riverside County has
been fortunate to have dynamic and dedicated
community leaders who willingly and unself-
ishly give their time and talent and make their
communities a better place to live and work.
Parameshwaran “Ravi”’ Ravishanker is one of
these individuals. This year, Mr. Ravishanker
will end his tenure as the Deputy General
Manager of the Eastern Municipal Water Dis-
trict (EMWD) after over 20 years of service.

Under his guidance as Assistant General
Manager and Deputy General Manager, Mr.
Ravishanker has helped EMWD become an
industry leader in water and wastewater man-
agement. He is responsible for having helped
EMWD reach a historic water rights settlement
with the Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians,
which was signed into law by the President of
the United States on July 31, 2008. This set-
tlement has resulted in the recharging of an
overdrawn groundwater basin, helping to se-
cure water reliability in the region for future
generations.

Mr. Ravishanker has been instrumental in
the surface and groundwater basin plans for
the Santa Ana Watershed and San Jacinto
Watershed, which have a combined population
of just fewer than five million people. He
helped initiate the implementation of three
groundwater desalination facilities, a multipur-
pose wetlands facility and five wastewater
treatment  facilities. In addition, Mr.
Ravishanker helped develop a water re-
sources management plan that helped maxi-
mize state and federal funding opportunities,
resulting in a more sustainable water supply
portfolio for the District.

Mr. Ravishanker previously served as a
United Nations Consultant and the Deputy
General Manager of the Santa Ana Watershed
Project Authority. He has dedicated his career
to the water industry and has always worked
with a commitment to resource and environ-
mental sustainability.

In light of all Mr. Ravishanker has done for
the city of Perris and the greater community,
it is only fitting that he be honored for his
many years of dedicated service. Mr.
Ravishanker’s tireless passion for the industry
in which he serves has contributed immensely
to the betterment of Riverside County and |
am proud to call him a fellow community
member, American and friend. | commend Mr.
Ravishanker for his tireless work with the
Eastern Municipal Water District. | know that
many are grateful for his service and salute
him as he prepares to end his tenure later this
year.
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20TH ANNIVERSARY OF “BLACK
HAWK DOWN”’

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 23, 2013

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, earlier this month,
the veterans of the battle in Mogadishu, So-
malia on October 3rd, 1993—commonly re-
ferred to now as “Black Hawk Down”—gath-
ered at two different events in Fort Bragg,
North Carolina and in Texas at the ranch of
Ross Perot, Jr., to observe the 20th anniver-
sary of these events and remember the 18
servicemen who were killed in action.

| submit for the RECORD a statement | re-
ceived from Lt. Gen. William G. “Jerry” Boykin
who was the commander of Delta Force dur-
ing this battle, which took the lives of 18 men
and wounded 73 others.

As Lt. Gen. Boykin notes in the statement,
“What came next was hours of fighting be-
tween ninety-nine Americans and tens of thou-
sands of the Somali militia, all armed with ri-
fles, grenades, and rocket propelled grenades
(RPG) and determined to kill as many Ameri-
cans as possible. The battle was now a matter
of principle. No American would be left behind.
It made no difference that the two pilots were
already dead, their bodies would be brought
out and returned home with dignity. No man
was willing to leave his comrade’s body be-
cause each man lived by an ethos known as
the ‘Ranger Creed’, which says in the fifth
stanza ‘| will never leave a fallen comrade to
fall into the hands of the enemy . . .’”

BLACK HAWK DOWN TWENTY YEARS LATER

(By Lt. Gen. William G. ‘“Jerry’’ Boykin)

October 3rd, 1993 was a day when ‘“‘Uncom-
mon valor was a common virtue,” according
to John O. Marsh, Jr., the former Secretary
of the United States Army. Known to his
friends as Jack, Marsh was speaking at a me-
morial service at the Delta Force facilities
at Fort Bragg, North Carolina in November,
1993, just days after the unit had returned
from Mogadishu, Somalia, where sixteen of
their comrades had died and another 72 had
suffered wounds. The battle that Marsh was
referring to was later chronicled in the Rid-
ley Scott and Jerry Bruckheimer movie
“Black Hawk Down.” Last week two key
commemoratives occurred in different places
which drew the participants of that battle
together to honor their fallen comrades. The
first was at Ft Bragg, NC on October 3rd
where Rangers, Delta Force personnel, avi-
ators from the 1/60th Special Operations
Aviation Regiment, and a small number of
US Navy and US Air Force warriors gathered
on the twentieth anniversary. On the 5th of
October, many of the same group, along with
family members, attended an event spon-
sored by Ross Perot Jr at his ranch in Grape-
vine Texas. Both events were characterized
by solemn camaraderie and stories of old
team mates who never made it home from
that battle. Jack Marsh was right about the
valor shown that day in the most intense
firefight that US troops had been in since
the Viet Nam conflict.

One of the somewhat obscure facts about
the “Blackhawk Down”’ battle is what those
men were fighting for. The mission that day
was to capture three Somali militiamen who
were part of the network of a brutal tribal
leader named Mohammad Aideed. That mis-
sion was accomplished fairly quickly and the
task force was preparing to return to their
base when a Blackhawk helicopter, call sign
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