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to $10 an hour by 2016. In New Jersey, voters
approved a constitutional amendment to in-
crease the minimum wage. In Maryland, the
county councils in Montgomery and Prince
George’s counties both voted to increase the
minimum wage to $11.50, higher than any rate
currently in effect in the United States.

The Fair Minimum Wage Act—H.R. 1010—
would increase the Federal minimum wage
from $7.25 per hour to $10.10 per hour over
three years and then index it to inflation. | am
one of 150 cosponsors of this bill.

It is time for Congress to debate the issue
of raising the minimum wage, as well as other
policies to address the growing wage gap in
our country. This debate must take place in
full view of the American public.

Increasing the minimum wage will send a
clear signal to Americans that we understand
that the benefits of growth and free trade need
to be more broadly shared in society. It's the
right thing to do morally, economically, and
politically.

———

RECOGNIZING THE ACADEMY FOR
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

HON. LEONARD LANCE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 5, 2013

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Academy for Information Tech-
nology of Scotch Plains, New Jersey, for being
named a Blue Ribbon School by the United
States Department of Education.

The Department of Education acknowledges
schools where students attain and maintain
high academic goals. The Academy for Infor-
mation Technology is a proud example of aca-
demic excellence where students have high
levels of performance, stellar student achieve-
ment and where educators facilitate a strong
learning environment.

| congratulate the students, faculty and com-
munity on this high honor. This is a prestigious
award to receive and the Academy for Infor-
mation Technology is a proud example of aca-
demic excellence and worthy of this national
distinction.

————

HONORING MOUNT OLIVE CHURCH
CEMETERY

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 5, 2013

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a historically signifi-
cant polyandrium within the Bolton community,
the Mount Olive Church Cemetery.

With its beginnings dating well into the early
1800s, the Mount Olive Church Cemetery
originated as the Fork Hill Cemetery, located
at the intersection of Joe Hall Road and Mount
Olive Road in Bolton, Mississippi. The ceme-
tery was later moved and renamed the Mount
Olive Cemetery in the late 1800s. For over
200 years, this cemetery has served as the
final sepulture for so many in the Bolton com-
munity, especially for African Americans.

Generations of families, many of whom
were not members of the Mount Olive Mis-
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sionary Baptist Church (who maintains the
cemetery) have been laid to rest in this ceme-
tery. Because of the enforcement of segrega-
tion laws, the prospect of African Americans to
seek burial of loved ones in appropriate, des-
ignated burial grounds was sometimes a far-
fetched and difficult task. Unlike their White
counterparts, African Americans would at
times have to resort to burying their loved
ones in non-traditional sites located outside of
a designated cemetery.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the Mount Olive Church Ceme-
tery for providing and remaining a historically
significant sacred final resting grounds for so
many African Americans during a period of
legal segregation. Its historical significance
serves as an important tool for reflection for
those who experienced such segregation as
well as for future generations to honor and
cherish within the Bolton community.

————

BATAVIA CLAIMS FIRST STATE
FOOTBALL TITLE IN “BATTLE
OF THE BULLDOGS”

HON. RANDY HULTGREN

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 5, 2013

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate the Batavia High School Bulldogs for
winning their first-ever lllinois state football
championship.

On Saturday, November 30 Batavia faced
off against Richards High School—which
shares the same nickname—in an epic “Battle
of the Bulldogs.”

At NIU’s Huskie Stadium in DeKalb, an esti-
mated 12,000 Batavia fans roared as quarter-
back Micah Coffey threw for two touchdowns,
and running back Anthony Scaccia ran for
three more.

Both teams fought hard but Batavia pre-
vailed, capping their virtually undefeated sea-
son with a 34-14 victory.

| commend Coach Dennis Piron and the en-
tire Bulldogs team for the hard work that went
into a strong 13—1 season and the IHSA Class
6A State Championship.

Go Bulldogs!

————

IN HONOR OF THE 130TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF FAMILY AND CHIL-
DREN’S PLACE AND ITS MISSION
TO CREATE A BRIGHTER FU-
TURE FOR CHILDREN AND FAMI-
LIES IN LOUISVILLE, KY

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 5, 2013

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, for the past
130 years, Family & Children’'s Place has
been a leader in providing support to Louis-
ville-area families living in crisis and devel-
oping national models for service to improve
children’s academic performances and home
lives.

Family & Children’s Place was established
in 1883 to help feed, clothe, and shelter fami-
lies in need. Since then, it has evolved to
meet new needs and challenges facing chil-
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dren and families affected by abuse, neglect,
and violence.

The organization was among the first in the
Commonwealth of Kentucky to recognize the
growing problem of child abuse and neglect,
and responded by doubling its efforts to en-
sure at-risk families and those affected have
the opportunity to heal, grow, and thrive in a
safe environment. It has continued to play an
instrumental role by establishing the only com-
prehensive child-friendly treatment and evalua-
tion center for sexually-abused children in the
Louisville region.

Nationally, Family & Children’s Place has
created model programs to help teach par-
enting skills to first-time parents, improve aca-
demic success rates for children, reduce the
incidence of drug abuse, and ensure stable
housing and self-sufficiency for families at risk
of homelessness.

Today, Family & Children’s Place serves a
17-county region encompassing Louisville,
Southern Indiana, and the surrounding area.
Last year alone, the organization provided as-
sistance to more than 6,500 children and fam-
ily members, and was able to end the cycle of
child abuse for another 1,200 children.

Mr. Speaker, as Family & Children’s Place
embarks on its 131st year of remarkable serv-
ice, | am confident it will continue to strength-
en our community by inspiring and empow-
ering others through its exceptional work.

Congratulations to Dan Fox, CEO of Family
& Children’s Place; Pam Darnell, President;
Bill Meyer, Chairman of the Board; and to all
the employees and volunteers on 130 years of
dedicated service to our community.

HONORING WILLIAM FRANCIS

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 5, 2013

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor William Francis upon his
retirement as a District Attorney Investigator
for the County of Napa. | thank Mr. Francis for
his more than twenty-eight years of dedicated
service to the people of Napa County, during
which time his commitment to improving the
safety and well-being of the Napa community
is both admirable and deserving of recogni-
tion.

Mr. Francis began his career in public serv-
ice in 1981 as a reserve police officer with the
City of St. Helena. He then went on to work
as a Napa County Sherriff's Deputy in 1985
before beginning his career as an Assistant
District Attorney Investigator for the County of
Napa in 1997.

Mr. Francis has also been involved with a
wide variety of organizations dedicated to im-
proving the wellbeing of the Napa community.
He has been a member of the California Sex-
ual Assault Investigator's Association, Cali-
fornia Homicide Investigator's Association,
Napa County Homicide Task Force, Tri Coun-
ty Investigator's Association, Western State’s
Livestock Investigator's Association, California
Safe and Burglary Association, Governor’s
Rural Crime Prevention Task Force and the
California Crime Prevention Officer’'s Associa-
tion. He is currently a member of the Cali-
fornia District Attorney Investigator's Associa-
tion as well as the National Senior Pro-Rodeo
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Association. Notably, Mr. Francis won the
2010 Investigator of the Year award given by
the California District Attorney Investigator’'s
Association.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time
that we honor and thank Mr. Francis for his in-
valuable service to the County of Napa. Wil-
liam Francis’ unyielding dedication to making
Napa County a safer place to live, work and
raise a family is greatly appreciated by the en-
tire Napa community and we wish him a most
enjoyable retirement.

————
IN SUPPORT OF PRIORITY-TWO
(P-2) REFUGEE IMMIGRATION

STATUS FOR AHISKA TURKS

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 5, 2013

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in support of the Ahiska
(Meskhetian) Turkish community, a distinct mi-
nority group that has faced statelessness, dis-
crimination, and violent attacks in the former
Soviet Union for nearly 70 years. Given recent
reports of active and severe persecution
against Ahiska Turks in southern Russia at
every socio-economic and political level be-
cause of their ethnicity and religion, | urge the
U.S. Department of State to re-establish
Ahiska Turks as a group of “special humani-
tarian concern” for Priority-Two (P-2) proc-
essing for refugee status.

The Ahiska Turks, who were uprooted and
resettled from their ancestral lands in the So-
viet Republic of Georgia by Stalin in 1944,
have been perennial refugees since then, and
unable to return to their homes. Much of the
refugee community is now centered in the
Krasnodar region of southern Russia, led by
Governor Alexander Tkachev. The Ahiska
Turk community numbers less than 19,000 in
the Krasnodar region, with thousands more in
the nearby Rostov region and Kabardino-
Balkaria, for a total of 80,000 in all of Russia.

Between 2004 and 2007, roughly 12,000
Ahiska Turks came to the United States under
a special refugee status known as P-2, set-
tling all over the United States, including in
Ohio, lllinois, Florida, Georgia, ldaho, Pennsyl-
vania, New York, Oregon, Missouri, Kentucky,
Texas, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Virginia,
and many other states. This resilient commu-
nity has been able to fully integrate into Amer-
ican society, and has proven itself to be a
great asset in their new home states by be-
coming entrepreneurs and creating opportuni-
ties for others.

Unfortunately, Ahiska Turks lost their P-2
status when it expired in 2007. For those who
remain stateless in southern Russia, their
struggles continue. The discrimination and eth-
nic persecution of the Ahiska Turks by the
Russian authorities, as well as vigilante and
Cossack paramilitary forces, has been docu-
mented by the U.S. State Department, the
Russian human rights organization “Memo-
rial,” and the media, most recently The New
York Times.

Furthermore, an October 2013 report by the
European Commission Against Racism and In-
tolerance, which dedicates a section to Ahiska
Turks, indicated that the situation in southern
Russia remains “very bad” for ethnic minori-
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ties. The report also goes on to explain that
human rights organizations’ efforts to monitor
and report on the situation have been met with
“hostility by the authorities, including criminal
investigations and prosecutions.”

Mr. Speaker, issues of human rights and the
ethnic persecution of Ahiska Turks in southern
Russia remain serious concerns. Although the
Ahiska Turkish diaspora, particularly in the
United States, and various organizations have
long advocated for renewed resettlement as-
sistance, the international community remains
largely unresponsive. Therefore, | believe that
it is long past time that the State Department
re-institute P—2 status for Ahiska Turks and re-
sume the implementation of a successful pro-
gram that has not only improved the lives of
refugees, but also enriched the communities
they joined.

———

CONGRATULATING DANIEL R.
MOON ON ACHIEVING THE RANK
OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. JOHN L. MICA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 5, 2013

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize, honor and congratulate an outstanding
constituent of my district, Daniel R. Moon of
Scout Troop 931 in Oviedo, Florida, for
achieving the rank of Eagle Scout.

The rank of Eagle Scout is the highest
achievement in scouting. To attain this rank,
he has demonstrated the qualities of leader-
ship, self-discipline and perseverance while
serving his family, friends and community.
Only about five percent of Boy Scouts earn
the rank of Eagle Scout. The awarding of the
Rank of Eagle Scout is a performance-based
achievement with high standards that have
been well maintained over the past century.

Daniel Moon has met every test and chal-
lenge to pass through the ranks of the Boy
Scouts. Those aspiring to be Eagle Scouts
must fulfill requirements in the areas of leader-
ship, service and outdoor skills. To dem-
onstrate proficiency as a scout, each Boy
Scout must achieve merit badges in the areas
of First Aid, Citizenship, Environment, Fitness,
Family Life and much more.

The work ethic Daniel has shown in his
Eagle Scout projects, and every other project
leading up to his Eagle Scout rank, speaks
volumes about his commitment to assisting his
community and serving a cause greater than
himself. It is my honor to commend Daniel
Moon for his achievement of the rank of Eagle
Scout. Daniel will join the ranks of fellow
Eagle Scouts like President Gerald R. Ford,
Neil Armstrong and Florida Governor Rick
Scott.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young
man and his supportive family demonstrates
the rewards of hard work, dedication and per-
severance. Daniel’'s devotion to the Boy
Scouts over the past decade is laudable, and
| congratulate him on his achievement. | thank
him for his dedication to service and know we
can expect great things from him in the future.
| invite my colleagues in the House to join me
in congratulating Daniel Moon on obtaining the
rank of Eagle Scout, and | wish him continued
success in his future endeavors.
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HONORING LARRY CIESLA

HON. CORY GARDNER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 5, 2013

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, Colorado’s 4th
Congressional District is home to countless
special people and businesses. Today | rise to
honor Larry Ciesla, one of those special peo-
ple who has made a major impact at Intrado,
Inc., a company in my district that has played
a significant role in providing our country’s 9—
1-1 emergency system. This month, Larry will
retire after more than 40 years in this mission-
critical industry.

Larry began his telecommunications career
as an engineer with Western Electric, which
later morphed into Bell Labs, AT&T Tech-
nologies and eventually Lucent Technologies.
Before and after Intrado acquired Lucent’s
Public Safety Division, Lucent's switch engi-
neers recognized Larry’s special capabilities
and came to respect his expertise in 9-1-1
switching functionality—presenting Larry with
the Bell System’s prestigious “Distinguished
Member of Technical Staff’ award. It was in
those early years when Larry’s visionary par-
ticipation in standards development and his
pioneering contributions led to the technical
foundation for what we all know today as En-
hanced 9-1-1 service.

Larry can count among his accomplish-
ments his role as the chief architect of the
AT&T E9-1-1 database management system,
his leadership in developing a geo-spatial 9—
1-1 database which was a precursor for locat-
ing mobile 9—1-1 callers used today, and his
co-authorship of the technical paper that de-
fined the method used today for routing wire-
less 9—1—1 calls—ensuring that those calls for
help at a time of need are delivered to the ap-
propriate public safety agency.

Larry is credited as an inventor or co-inven-
tor of multiple U.S. Patents, including a meth-
od for expanded communications in a telecom
network and an E9-1-1 architecture for Inter-
net telephony.

Always content to work behind the scenes,
Larry has been an unsung hero—responsible
for saving countless lives in his four decades
on the job. On behalf of all Americans, | com-
mend Larry Ciesla for his dedication, his out-
standing contributions, and his impactful serv-
ice to his country and its citizens.

HONORING MS. MANISHA HEARD

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 5, 2013

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable, well-
rounded, and highly driven young woman, Ms.
Manisha Heard. Born to Mr. Steve Campbell
and Ms. Jean Heard, Manisha was raised in
the small, close-knit town of Bolton, Mis-
sissippi. As a child, Manisha was an out-
standing young woman who was deeply in-
volved in her community and church home.
She regularly attends Church of God In Christ
and is active in Sunday school and various
other auxiliaries.
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