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achieve its ends. And all “news” content and
commentary in cyberspace, TV, radio or in
print media continues to be strictly controlled
and manipulated by the communist party.

The Chinese government today is in the
business of breaking minds, bodies and
hearts. The repression is systematic, perva-
sive, unrelenting and unnecessary—the peo-
ple of China love their nation and deserve bet-
ter treatment. Even heroic persons like Chen
Guangcheng, Wei Jingsheng, Rebiya Kadeer,
Bishop Su, Harry Wu, and countless others
who have demonstrated by their extraordinary
perseverance an indomitable will to advance
bedrock human rights principles regardless of
cost carry the indelible scars of unspeakable
mistreatment.

The people who rule China today employ
these ugly methods of control to prop up their
own political power and increase their per-
sonal wealth. China, a great nation, deserves
better.

Far too many of us who live in freedom
often fail to exert ourselves in a meaningful
way to assist prisoners of conscience and
their loved ones—in China and elsewhere.

Far too many of us fail to empathize with
their plight. Or to see what's just below the
facade of the purported harmonious society.

How can it be that the 2010 Nobel Peace
Prize winner Liu Xiaobo remains in prison
while his wife Liu Xia is forced to endure the
extreme isolation of house arrest and is now
reportedly experiencing severe depression?

Perhaps we are uninformed or too busy or
prefer to look askance. However, with so
much preventable suffering being endured by
so many prisoners of conscience and their
families in China today, the time has surely
come for a more serious and sustained de-
fense of these heroic individuals and their
noble causes.

All of us—including the Chinese govern-
ment—have a duty to protect.

At a hearing that | held several weeks ago,
we heard the cries for release and freedom
from five remarkable daughters on behalf of
their wrongly imprisoned fathers and from a
dad on behalf of his unjustly jailed son. We
also received expert testimony from a pre-
viously incarcerated Christian pastor who
cares deeply for the vulnerable and at risk and
another human rights activist who was de-
tained in China after an attempt to visit a dis-
sident.
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Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
it is my privilege to honor fourteen distin-
guished military veterans, community servants,
and American patriots who call the Third Dis-
trict of Texas home. All faithfully answered the
call of duty and placed service above self for
the sake of our great nation. Each one leaves
a legacy to be remembered, for future genera-
tions to follow, a legacy of bravery, loyalty,
dedication, and sacrifice. For their selfless
service, bold leadership, and undying commit-
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ment for their neighbor and nation, the fol-
lowing individual has been selected as a re-
cipient of the third annual Congressional Vet-
eran Commendation:

LeRoy Myrben served in the United States
Navy from 1955 to 1977. During his 22 years
of service, he completed six tours aboard air-
craft carriers, three of those tours during the
Vietnam War, and in total, served in ten dif-
ferent naval commands. After his many years
of active duty, he worked for 27 years as a ci-
vilian employee, developing government and
corporate programs, such as the design stage
of the Blackhawk Helicopter, F—18 Hornet. In
2003, he retired as the Director of National
Security Solutions and as the Director of the
Coast Guard Program before moving to Fris-
co, Texas.

Since moving to Texas, he’s been an ex-
tremely active leader and servant to the city of
Frisco, advocating relentlessly on behalf of
veterans and their families. Quickly after mov-
ing, he joined the Frisco Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW) 8273 post and in one short year
became the Post Senior Commander and then
later the Post Commander. During his time as
Commander, he chaired the Frisco Veterans’
Walk of Honor project to develop a memorial
walkway that displays names of veterans on
the Memorial in Frisco’'s Commons Park. All
the while, he continues to be an active Frisco
Committee Parade member and has served
as Frisco’s Memorial Day Master of Cere-
monies for the past three years. As an advisor
to Frisco’s Mayor, Maher Maso, he developed
and now chairs the Mayor’s Frisco Veterans
Advisory Committee, which consists of individ-
uals from all military branches selected to ad-
vise the Mayor and City Council Members on
issues pertaining to the veterans. Mr. Myrben
not only put his life on the line overseas, he
continues to sacrifice his time, energy, and ef-
forts every single day at home to ensure that
his fellow veterans receive the care, attention,
and honor they rightfully deserve.

LeRoy Myrben, let me both thank and con-
gratulate you on your exceptional service to
our country and community both past and
present. It is my pleasure to award you the
2013 Congressional Veteran Commendation
for the Third District of Texas.

————————
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Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, had
| been present, | would have voted “yes” on
rollcall No. 641 on H. Res. 441.

———
HONORING RICHARD “DICK”
FREELAND
HON. TODD ROKITA
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, December 16, 2013

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and salute a distinguished Hoosier,
Richard “Dick” Freeland, who passed away on
October 20, 2013. | wish to express my heart-
felt gratitude and appreciation for his leader-
ship and service to the people of Indiana.
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Mr. Freeland was a Nevada native and lowa
transplant who later moved his family to Indi-
ana to pursue the American Dream. He start-
ed his career as an ironworker in lowa who
worked on Atlas rocket sites throughout the
Midwest. In 1967, Mr. Freeland started a part-
time job working for Pizza Hut for $1.25 an
hour. He eventually worked his way up to
store manager, area manager, and part-owner
in an lowa Pizza Hut franchise.

Mr. Freeland moved his wife and young
family to Fort Wayne, Indiana, in 1972 and
opened their first Pizza Hut franchise. Over
the next 40-plus years, the business grew to
include 48 Pizza Hut locations in Indiana and
Ohio as well as four Kentucky Fried Chicken
restaurants. His knowledge and business acu-
men was so well respected by the corporate
office that he was asked to travel to Poland to
advise the Pizza Hut team on improving their
operations. Soon after, he became a partner
in those Pizza Hut and Kentucky Fried Chick-
en restaurants in Poland and the Czech Re-
public.

Mr. Freeland sought to hire high-quality em-
ployees, train them well and empower them to
make decisions for the benefit of themselves,
the customer and the business. In his free
time, he was involved in local, state and na-
tional politics and enjoyed hunting, fishing,
traveling, and breeding Arabian horses at
Freeland Farms. Mr. Freeland was a member
of numerous corporate and charitable organi-
zation boards and served as the regional fi-
nance chairman of Bush/Quayle campaign in
1992.

Mr. Freeland left his loving wife, Deanna,
two children, six grandchildren, and one great-
grandchild.

Mr. Freeland’s legacy demonstrates the
promise of hard work and the extraordinary
opportunities afforded to the individual by lib-
erty and American free enterprise. Dick’s story
should serve as an example to millions of
young Americans. Through hard work and per-
severance, the American Dream can be real-
ized. There are very few places in the world
today where a part time hourly worker,
through his own toil and dedication, can not
only be promoted to management, but build
an empire. And then use his success for the
betterment of our nation and his fellow man.
Mr. Freeland’s life and story are a testament
to the unlimited potential of every individual,
our great nation, and America’s bright future.
America is quite exceptional indeed.

Rest in peace my friend, and thank you for
your example and leadership.

———
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, at
our full committee hearing on Tuesday, De-
cember 10, | asked Secretary of State Kerry
whether he had raised Pastor Saeed Abedini’s
release during the Iranian nuclear talks. | read
him the following advance excerpt of the testi-
mony that Naghmeh Abedini—wife of Pastor
Saeed Abedini who remains imprisoned and
subject to torture in Iran—would offer on
Thursday, December 12. “While | am thankful
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for President Obama’s willingness to express
concern about my husband and the other im-
prisoned Americans in Iran during his recent
phone conversation with Iran’s new president,
Hassan Rouhani, | was devastated to learn
that the Administration didn’t even ask for my
husband’s release when directly seated across
the table from the leaders of the government
that holds him captive. My husband is suf-
fering because he is a Christian. He is suf-
fering because he is an American. Yet, his
own government at least the Executive and
diplomatic representatives has abandoned
him. Don’t we owe it to him as a nation to
stand up for his human rights, for his free-
dom?”

Secretary Kerry acknowledged that he had
not done so—confirming the awful report that
Naghmeh had already heard.

Pastor Abedini remains imprisoned in Iran,
sharing a cell with violent criminals who have
more than once surrounded Pastor Abedini as
he tried to sleep, wielding knives and threat-
ening his life.

Saeed Abedini is an American citizen. He
went to Iran last year to build an orphanage
for Iranian children. He had been arrested in
Iran before, but released and told he could
enter and exit the country for humanitarian aid
work if he agreed to cease pastoring house
churches.

As Pastor Abedini’s wife, Naghmeh, testified
last week, he accepted that proposal—but Iran
did not uphold its end of the agreement.

Abedini was arrested in July 2012, impris-
oned, and tried for sharing his religious beliefs
and thereby supposedly undermining the se-
curity of Iran.

He was denied contact with his attorney
until just before the trial. The trial was not pub-
lic, and he and his attorney were barred from
participating in key portions of the trial—fol-
lowing which a judge sentenced him to 8
years in prison. His appeals have been de-
nied.

In prison, he has been repeatedly beaten,
denied medical care, and held in solitary con-
finement. While nuclear talks played out on
the world stage—Iran moved Pastor Abedini to
a prison notorious for housing the worst crimi-
nals in Iran, Rajai Shahr.

The very fact that Pastor Abedini was
moved to a dangerous prison in the middle of
negotiations confirms that the Iranians recog-
nized him as a potential factor in the negotia-
tions. Since August of 2012, the United States
has reportedly released four Iranians, includ-
ing most recently a high-ranking scientist, who
were imprisoned in the U.S. for sanctions vio-
lations.

Speaking for myself, | question whether
these releases are unrelated to the nuclear
talks.

Yet American citizen Saeed Abedini remains
in a hell-hole prison in Iran.

The U.S. government must not waste an-
other opportunity to secure the release of Pas-
tor Abedini—his case needs to be front and
center in the next round of U.S.-Iranian nego-
tiations. Time is running out. Naghmeh, Re-
becca, and Jacob need their husband and fa-
ther home.
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Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
it is my privilege to honor fourteen distin-
guished military veterans, community servants,
and American patriots who call the Third Dis-
trict of Texas home. All faithfully answered the
call of duty and placed service above self for
the sake of our great nation. Each one leaves
a legacy to be remembered, for future genera-
tions to follow, a legacy of bravery, loyalty,
dedication, and sacrifice. For their selfless
service, bold leadership, and undying commit-
ment for their neighbor and nation, the fol-
lowing individual has been selected as a re-
cipient of the third annual Congressional Vet-
eran Commendation:

Colonel Richard H. Graham served in the
United States Air Force from 1964 to 1989. He
entered pilot training at Craig Air Force Base
in Alabama. Once he graduated he remained
at Craig AFB as a T-37 instructor pilot and
flight examiner. In 1970, Mr. Graham was as-
signed to the 555th Tactical Fighter Squadron
at Udom Air Force Base in Thailand. During
this time he flew 145 combat missions over
North Vietnam and Laos in F—4C/D/E aircraft.
He ended his military career honorably with
more than 4,600 flying hours.

For his years of distinguished service, Mr.
Graham received numerous decorations in-
cluding a Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying
Cross with three Oak Leaf Clusters, Meri-
torious Service Medal with one Oak Leaf Clus-
ter, Air Medal with 18 Oak Leaf Clusters, and
an Air Force Outstanding Unity Award with
Valor.

Mr. Graham has continued to serve since
his retirement from the military. He is actively
involved in many charities and contributes his
time and life experiences giving motivational
speeches around the country. His main chari-
table work is through the four books he wrote
on the SR-71. He donates the royalties from
these books to aviation museums including
the Smithsonian Air and Space Museum in
D.C. and the Frontiers of Flight Museum in
Dallas.

Colonel Richard Graham, let me both thank
and congratulate you on your exceptional
service to our country and community both
past and present. It is my pleasure to award
you the 2013 Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation for the Third District of Texas.

HONORING LINDA CRAYTON
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 16, 2013

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the extraordinary career of
Linda Crayton as we celebrate over 40 years
of her dedicated service to the community and
her wide reaching accomplishments. Ms.
Crayton is an outstanding individual, who
throughout her distinguished career has cham-
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pioned public private partnerships, led efforts
for gender equality, advocated for justice in
her community, and supported our youth.

Ms. Crayton’s esteemed career has
spanned over four decades as an employee of
Comcast, where she is currently the San Fran-
cisco Regional Senior Director of Government
Relations. Along the way, she has been a
staunch advocate for the advancement of
women by leading efforts with Black Women
Organized for Political Action, California
Women Lead, EMERGE, Women In Cable
and Telecommunications, and 100 Black
Women of the Bay Area, Inc. Ms. Crayton has
been recognized numerous times for her com-
mitment to gender equality. The San Fran-
cisco League of Women Voters accorded Ms.
Crayton “The Woman Who Could Be Presi-
dent” award in 2001. In 2006, she was named
“Woman of the Year” for the 9th senatorial
district by California State Senator and Presi-
dent Pro-Tempore Don Perata, as well as
“Corporate Woman of the Year” by 100 Black
Women, Inc. In 2011, Ms. Crayton was recog-
nized by the National Women’s History Month
with a History Makers Award.

Among her many contributions, Ms. Crayton
has tirelessly served her community and
church as a civil rights leader. She has
worked with the NAACP, Urban League, and
countless other community justice organiza-
tions. She also supports the East Oakland
Youth Development Center, Oakland Boys
and Girls Club, and the Spanish Speaking Citi-
zens Foundation. For her tremendous commit-
ment to the community, she has been recog-
nized by the San Francisco African American
Chamber with a “Lifetime Achievement” award
and by the National Association for Multi-eth-
nicity in Communications (NAMIC) as a Black
History Month—Living Legend. In 2007, the
Martin Luther King Jr. Civic Committee and
the Bayview Hunters Point Family Resource
Center further honored Ms. Crayton with a
“Distinguished Community Service Award,”
and a “Humanitarian Award,” respectively.

Moreover, Ms. Crayton boasts an impres-
sive commitment to local government. In 1996,
San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown first ap-
pointed her to the San Francisco Airports
Commission, a role that she has been ap-
pointed to by successive San Francisco may-
ors continuously till this day. She has worked
hard to ensure that San Francisco Inter-
national Airport is the best run, cleanest, and
most welcoming airport in the world.

Additionally, Ms. Crayton provided much
needed support and leadership to the restruc-
turing of the San Francisco Department of
Health in her capacity as President of the San
Francisco District V Mental Health Board. For
these efforts she was recognized by the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors with the pres-
tigious Leadership Award.

Throughout her prolific career, Ms. Crayton
has not only been a hardworking professional,
but also a compassionate and generous indi-
vidual. She has been a mentor for countless
men and women throughout the years, taking
them under her wing to help them grow pro-
fessionally and pursue job opportunities.

Therefore, on behalf of California’s 13th
Congressional District, Ms. Linda Crayton, |
salute you. Your many years of service have
made an indelible mark in our community.
Best wishes to you and your loved ones in the
years to come.
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