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HONORING PATAGONIA FOUNDER
YVON CHOUINARD, RECIPIENT
OF THE LOS PADRES FOREST
WATCH WILDERNESS LEGACY
AWARD

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2013

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today, | congratulate Yvon Chouinard, the
2013 recipient of the Los Padres Forest Watch
Wilderness Legacy Award.

Mr. Chouinard started out as a self-taught
blacksmith, selling aluminum pitons for moun-
tain climbing out of the trunk of his car. The
only pitons available at that time were made of
soft iron, placed once, and then left in the rock
to rust. In Yosemite, multiday ascents requir-
ing hundreds of placements had left these
once-smooth majestic surfaces scarred and
pocked. Aluminum pitons revolutionized the
sport, preventing further damage and pre-
serving awe-inspiring peaks across the United
States. This past year, the company Mr.
Chouinard founded, Patagonia, Inc., grossed
$414 million dollars in sales.

As his business expanded to outdoor gear
and clothing, Mr. Chouinard has brought these
same ethical principles to bear by using recy-
cled and organic materials and adapting en-
ergy efficient production methods. Every year,
Patagonia pledges 1% of its yearly sales to
further conservation work across the globe.
Patagonia’s tireless commitment has proven
that in business the planet does not need to
be sacrificed for profit.

Patagonia is an invaluable partner in the
Ventura County community, working with local
organizations like Los Padres Forest Watch to
protect California’s wild places. Shortly after
Los Padres Forest Watch held its first board
meeting in 2004, they received a grant from
Patagonia. Since that time, Patagonia has
generously given grants to support their impor-
tant local forest protection work, as well as
volunteering their employees, donating their
products, and organizing fundraising events
like the annual 5k Salmon Run. Yvon
Chouinard and Patagonia have had a positive
and lasting influence on the preservation of
the Los Padres National Forest.

| am pleased to join Los Padres Forest
Watch in honoring Mr. Chouinard for his leg-
acy of environmental activism and ensuring
Patagonia is an exemplary model of environ-
mental corporate stewardship.

JOHN PATRICK FISCHBACH

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2013

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud John Patrick
Fischbach for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
John Patrick Fischbach is a 12th grader at
Ralston Valley High School and received this
award because his determination and hard
work have allowed him to overcome adversi-
ties.

The dedication demonstrated by John Pat-
rick Fischbach is exemplary of the type of
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achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to John
Patrick Fischbach for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments.

———

HONORING THE B34TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TAIWAN RELA-
TIONS ACT

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2013

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, today,
on the 34th anniversary of the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act, | want to take a moment to recog-
nize this landmark legislation, the special rela-
tionship that exists between the United States
and Taiwan, and the exceptional work by this
Congress to reinforce the bond between our
peoples. Yesterday also marked another im-
portant date in U.S. Taiwan relations: the 11th
anniversary of the founding of the Congres-
sional Taiwan Caucus. Since April 9, 2002,
the Taiwan Caucus has grown into one of the
most prominent caucuses in Congress with al-
most 140 current members, and has led the
way in strengthening diplomatic, security, and
economic relations between our two nations.

Since this Congress came together 34 years
ago to pass the Taiwan Relations Act, the leg-
islation has constituted the cornerstone of our
unique relationship with one of the world’s
most vibrant democracies. For 30 years, the
United States recognized the Republic of
China (Taiwan) as the legitimate representa-
tive of the Chinese people. Yet, in 1979, the
Carter administration switched sides and rec-
ognized the People’s Republic of China, and
at the same time derecognized the Republic of
China (Taiwan). In an effort to counter this act
of injustice, a unified United States Congress
came together to pass the Taiwan Relations
Act. To this day, our great nations continue to
prosper through mutually beneficial trade rela-
tions, shared security interests, and the poli-
cies codified by the Taiwan Relations Act.

Mr. Speaker, while recognizing the accom-
plishments of the Taiwan Relations Act, we
must also recognize the need to strengthen
our commitment to Taiwan through expanded
diplomatic, security, and trade ties. Earlier this
year, | was proud to introduce, with my col-
leagues, the co-chairs of the Congressional
Taiwan Caucus, Representatives MARIO DIAz-
BALART, JOHN CARTER, ALBIO SIRES, GERALD
CONNOLLY, the Taiwan Policy Act, which seeks
to accomplish these goals. If enacted, our pro-
posed legislation would permit Taiwan’s lead-
ers to meet with U.S. officials in all executive
branches, authorize the transfer of decommis-
sioned Perry class guided missile frigates, and
support the sale of F16 C/D fighter jets to the
Armed Forces of Taiwan. With the growing an-
tagonism of North Korea and the ever expand-
ing territorial ambitions of China, our alliance
with the democratic nation of Taiwan is even
more important.

In 2012, as our 11th largest trading partner,
16th largest export market, and 11th largest
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import market, Taiwan and the United States
shared in $63.2 billion in total trade. It is clear
that Taiwan is already a close and valuable
trade partner for the United States but there is
more work to be done. We are glad that TIFA
talks were resumed and that the most recent
round was concluded in a satisfying fashion.
As a next step, our U.S. Trade Representative
should begin negotiations on a Bilateral In-
vestment Agreement. A free trade agreement
with Taiwan should be our ultimate goal and
it is my hope that we can begin negotiations
in the near future. The United States should
also support Taiwan receiving observer status
in the International Civil Aviation Organization.

We, as a nation, are fortunate to have Tai-
wan as an ally, friend, and one of our largest
trading partners. Taiwan is a nation we truly
can depend upon; a people who share the
same dreams and aspirations as we do here
in the United States. Today, we remember our
predecessors here in the United States Con-
gress who created the Taiwan Relations Act,
as well as the founding members of the Con-
gressional Taiwan Caucus, who have helped
the relationship between our two nations blos-
som into an enduring partnership.

RECOGNIZING KEVIN KRIGGER

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN

OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2013

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, when
the horses line up in Churchill Downs for the
running of the Kentucky Derby next month, all
eyes in my district, the U.S. Virgin Islands, will
be on young Kevin Krigger, a jockey from my
home island of St. Croix, who will be riding the
horse Goldencents.

We are all proud of Kevin, who grew up in
LaVallee and attended Central High School.
According to Kevin, he has always wanted to
be a jockey and grew up in the sport, riding
horses on the beaches and country roads of
the island and challenging anyone he could to
a race. Before he was recruited by other Vir-
gin Islands born jockeys who race in the
States to join their ranks, he was well known
on the tracks of St. Croix, St. Thomas and
Tortola as a talent to watch. He proved him-
self riding on the West Coast, in particular at
Emerald Downs in Seattle, Washington before
his historic win on Saturday at the Santa Anita
Derby.

With Saturday’s win, Kevin Krigger has be-
come the first African American to win the
Santa Anita Derby. Last fall, he was the first
African American jockey to win a million dollar
race in Louisiana’s Delta Jackpot. If he rides
Goldencents to victory in the Kentucky Derby
next month, he will become the first African
American to do so since 1902. Goldencents is
co-owned by the stable of Louisville basketball
coach Rick Pitino and is trained by Doug
O’Neill.

Mr. Speaker, Kevin Kriggers family and
fans in the U.S. Virgin Islands will be cheering
wildly on the first Saturday in May. | congratu-
late his mother Averil Simmonds and father Al-
bert Krigger, Jr. We are all proud of this young
man and his accomplishments and wish him
Godspeed in this and all of his future endeav-
ors.
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HONORING INVESTIGATOR
FRANCESCO Z. McBRIDE

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2013

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Investigator Francesco Z.
McBride, a constituent of my district, who has
been chosen to receive the distinguished
honor of the Amtrak Police Department’s Offi-
cer of the Year for 2012 for his numerous and
significant contributions to the department.

A resident of Sharon Hill, Investigator
McBride joined the Amtrak Police Department
(APD) in 2001 initially as an Officer, and is
now an Investigator in Amtrak’s Mid-Atlantic
Division. He is a member of the APD Pipe and
Drum Unit.

Investigator McBride’s exemplary service
has resulted in arrests in cases that have a
combined monetary value of approximately
$325,000. These cases include copper wire
theft in Baltimore that has resulted in damage
and serious disruptions to train operations; re-
covering Amtrak-owned tools and equipment
from burglar’s barn; and tracking down the cul-
prits of the theft of copper materials in Phila-
delphia. These are just a few examples of In-
vestigator McBride’s invaluable work that has
earned him the distinction of Amtrak Police Of-
ficer of the Year.

| ask that you and my other distinguished
colleagues help me in honoring the Officer of
the Year, Investigator McBride, for his admi-
rable work with Amtrak.

——————

COMMENDING THE ANTHONY
TELESCA FOUNDATION

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2013

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend the Anthony Telesca Foundation for
selflessly working to improve the safety of
communities in Florida by promoting safe driv-
ing habits to Florida’s teenagers. The organi-
zation helps to educate and encourage teen-
agers to drive safely by hosting safety aware-
ness functions with local high schools and law
enforcement officials.

In December 2002, 16-year-old Anthony Jo-
seph Telesca passed away as the result of a
reckless driving incident. As a result of this un-
fortunate and tragic incident, the Anthony
Telesca Foundation was created to work with
local high school and law enforcement officials
to increase driver safety awareness among
teenagers. The Foundation also provides
scholarships and philanthropic support in order
to meet its mission of preventing reckless
teenage driving and driving accidents, injuries,
and fatalities.

Among other activities, the Foundation has
hosted events with the Pinellas County Sher-
iffs Office and high schools in northern
Pinellas County, Florida, which | represent, to
reward teenagers who have been observed
practicing safe driving habits. Educating and
rewarding teenagers to drive safe has helped
to prevent needless motor accidents from oc-
curring.
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Mr. Speaker, in the decade since the unfor-
tunate passing of Anthony Telesca, the foun-
dation that was established in his honor has
represented the best of the human spirit, and
the organization has become a shining exam-
ple of how to turn an unfortunate tragedy into
something meaningful. The Anthony Telesca
Foundation’s humanitarian efforts and suc-
cesses exemplify the strength and compassion
within people, and | commend them for their
contributions.

JOEY ROOT
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2013

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Joey Root for
receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Joey Root is a
12th grader at Warren Tech North and re-
ceived this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Joey Root
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Joey
Root for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2013

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoidably de-
tained and so | missed rollcall vote No. 90 “to
authorize the Secretary of the Interior to facili-
tate the development of hydroelectric power
on the Diamond Fork System of the Central
Utah Project” (H.R. 254). Had | been present,
| would have voted “yes”.

—

RESOLUTION ON APRIL AS
PARKINSON’S DISEASE MONTH

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2013

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, along with my fellow co-chairs of
the Congressional Caucus on Parkinson’s Dis-
ease, Reps. Peter King and Chris Van Hollen,
today | am introducing a resolution designating
April as Parkinson’s Awareness Month. As co-
chairs of the Caucus we have worked to bring
attention to the second most common neuro-
logical disease in the United States. This
chronic, progressive neurological disease de-
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bilitates those living with Parkinson’s and af-
fects their families, as well. In the U.S. there
are an estimated 500,000 to 1.5 million people
with Parkinson’s disease, with some pre-
dictions showing the prevalence will more than
double by 2040.

Currently, there is no therapy or drug to
slow its progression and a cure has yet to be
found. This resolution supports continued edu-
cation and research to find more effective
treatments and eventually a cure. It also ap-
plauds the dedicated organizations, volun-
teers, medical researchers, and millions of
Americans working to improve the quality of
life of persons living with Parkinson’s disease
and their families.

As the loved one of someone afflicted by
Parkinson’s disease, | witnessed personally
the effect of Parkinson’s disease on my father.
As a result, | know firsthand that we must pro-
vide support to the loved ones, caregivers and
researchers attempting to improve the welfare
of those living with Parkinson’s. | urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution.

HONORING TAIWAN
HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2013

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the Taiwan Relations Act
(TRA). On April 10th, the United States and
the Republic of China, more commonly re-
ferred to as Taiwan, will celebrate the 34th an-
niversary of the TRA, which is the premier law
that governs U.S.-Taiwan bilateral relations. In
1979, President Jimmy Carter signed the TRA
into law and since that time it has been the
cornerstone to maintaining peace, security,
and stability in the Western Pacific. The TRA
has held up well for over 34 years and is an
important reminder of the strong alliance be-
tween our two sides.

All facets of the U.S.-Taiwan bilateral rela-
tionship—cultural, economic, and strategic—
have expanded and grown stronger since the
signing into law of the TRA. Taiwan is the
United States’ 10th largest trading partner.
Taiwan is the seventh largest export market
for U.S. agriculture. Since 1998, Taiwan has
purchased over $5.5 billion dollars in corn and
$4 billion in soybeans from the United States.
For my home state of Indiana, Taiwan is one
of its top export markets in Asia. Recently,
Taiwan signed a multi-million dollar agreement
with the State of Indiana for the purchase of
corn and soybeans for the years 2012 and
2013. Without a doubt, Hoosier farmers and
my state’s economy have benefitted greatly
from trade agreements with Taiwan.

As a new member of the House Sub-
committee on Asia and the Pacific and the
Congressional Taiwan Caucus, | have had the
pleasure to meet with Ambassador Pu-tsung
King, Taiwan’s Representative serving in
Washington, DC. We discussed the unique cir-
cumstances that define our two countries’ rela-
tions. | look forward to working with Ambas-
sador King on additional initiatives that could
benefit the people of Indiana and Taiwan.

| was pleased to learn from Ambassador
King of the many steps Taiwan has taken to
reduce tensions with China, their neighbors
along the Taiwan Strait. Although Taiwan and
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