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Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 

me in celebrating the 65th Israeli Independ-
ence Day. Today we rejoice in Israel’s virtues, 
embrace its people, and renew our nation’s 
commitment to standing alongside Israel in de-
fense of its right to safety and prosperity. Am 
Yisrael Chai—the people of Israel live! 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 300TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF POMFRET, CON-
NECTICUT 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 26, 2013 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 300th anniversary of the 
Town of Pomfret, Connecticut, located in the 
2nd Congressional District. The citizens of this 
community will celebrate the anniversary with 
festivities on May 22, 2013. 

Rich with history and tradition, the Town of 
Pomfret has retained much of its old-time 
charm and beauty for which many of the New 
England communities are so famous. It is nes-
tled in the rolling hills of northeastern Con-
necticut and is one of the diminishing number 
of communities in our part of the country 
which still maintains a rustic and gentle way of 
life so characteristic of America a generation 
or two ago. 

The Town of Pomfret was settled by pioneer 
colonists and incorporated in the year 1713. 
Because of its beautiful location and its rural 
atmosphere, it has been for many years a 
summer resort for city dwellers. It still boasts 
active farms, with apple and peach orchards 
and dairy farms in its 38 square miles. The 
town has overwhelmingly approved the preser-
vation of over 1200 acres of open space in the 
course of the last decade. 

The 300th Anniversary of the town will actu-
ally be observed over the full year of 2013 and 
many events have been planned by committee 
working diligently over the past few years. 
Festivities began with a Coast Guard Dixie-
land Jazz Band Concert, a Commemorative 
Quilt has been made by residents, displayed 
at various locations, and will be presented to 
the town, Pomfret was Grand Marshall in the 
area’s Holiday Parade, there have been ice- 
skating parties, walking events, artwork dis-
played, and a special Tercentennial Ball has 
been planned. 

Historical phases of the event include a self- 
guided historical tour map showcasing many 
historic homes and public buildings, a program 
of Characters from Colonial Connecticut, a talk 
by State Archaeologist Nick Bellantoni about 
aborginal inhabitants, CT Women’s Suffrage 
Program, an historical talk on General Israel 
Putnam—a Revolutionary War hero—and a 
commemorative postmark. 

As the Representative of Putnam in the U.S. 
House, I want to pay a well-deserved tribute to 
those early settlers of Pomfret who helped 
build our country through their hard work, 
struggles, and sacrifices. The record of their 
achievements lives to this day in the hearts 
and memories of their descendants who can 
take pride in the legacy handed down to them, 
a legacy of patriotism and devotion to our na-
tion. Mr. Speaker, I salute the citizens of 
Pomfret on this festive occasion. All of us in 
eastern Connecticut take great pride in this 

community. I am confident that Pomfret’s 
300th anniversary will be a great and success-
ful event, and I hope that the next 300 years 
in the history of this community will be as 
happy and prosperous for its people as it has 
been in the past. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
RICHARD OTTINGER 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, April 26, 2013 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Honorable Richard Ottinger, 
Esq. for his lifetime of public service. His inde-
fatigable dedication to his community and his 
students is an inspiration to us all. 

As a Member of Congress for 16 years, Mr. 
Ottinger proudly represented the people of 
New York’s 25th, 24th, and 20th districts. As 
one of the earliest environmentalists in Con-
gress in 1965, Mr. Ottinger authored a sub-
stantial number of energy and environmental 
laws. He served as chairman of the House 
Energy and Commerce Energy Conservation 
and Power Subcommittee, where he was in-
strumental in adopting critical energy and envi-
ronmental legislation. Notably, Mr. Ottinger 
was the chief cosponsor of the Public Utility 
Regulatory Policy Act of 1978 and the Con-
servation Service Reform Act of 1984. 

Prior to his service in Congress, Mr. Ottin-
ger served in the United States Air Force for 
two years. He was discharged as a Captain in 
1957 and was admitted to the New York bar, 
where he practiced international and corporate 
law. He then became one of the founders and 
second staff member of the Peace Corps, 
where he served as director of programs for 
the west coast of South America from 1961 to 
1964. 

Upon retiring from Congress in 1984, Mr. 
Ottinger joined Pace Law School as a Pro-
fessor in the Environmental Law Program. As 
co-director of the Center for Environmental 
Legal Studies, he founded the Pace Energy 
Project in 1987, later renamed the Pace En-
ergy and Climate Center. The Center, which 
raises $900,000 per year, advocates for utility 
investment in conservation and renewable en-
ergy resources. In December 1994, Mr. Ottin-
ger was appointed Dean of the Law School, 
where he served until 1999. Mr. Ottinger cur-
rently serves as Dean Emeritus of the Law 
School. 

Throughout his illustrious career, Mr. Ottin-
ger has been honored with a number of 
awards, including the 2009 EPA Environ-
mental Quality Award. Pace Law School will 
also be honoring Mr. Ottinger with the dedica-
tion of the Richard L. Ottinger Hall on April 30. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in honoring 
the Honorable Richard Ottinger’s tremendous 
accomplishments. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THOMAS 
BARNES 

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, April 26, 2013 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Thomas Barnes on re-

ceiving the Champions of Courage recognition 
from the White House. This program recog-
nizes individuals who do extraordinary things 
to empower and inspire members of their 
communities. Thomas has empowered many 
of Iowa’s needy children through his service. 

Thomas has chaired the Marion-East Cedar 
Rapids Rotary Club’s ‘‘Shoes for Kids’’ pro-
gram since 2003. This program started in two 
local school districts, but was quickly ex-
panded as the need grew. Through this pro-
gram, Thomas and his fellow Rotarians have 
raised over $50,000 to provide over 3,500 
Iowa children with shoes. 

Thomas has also used this program to sup-
port children affected by natural disasters. In 
May 2008, an E–5 tornado devastated the 
town of Parkersburg, Iowa. Weeks later, 
Cedar Rapids was inundated by floodwaters. 
Thomas made an appeal to Rotarians nation-
wide to assist these children that had lost ev-
erything. Recently, Thomas sent eighty pairs 
of shoes with a fellow Rotarian participating in 
a polio immunization campaign in Nigeria to 
donate to a local orphanage. 

Thomas Barnes has positively impacted the 
lives of thousands of children and I’m honored 
to represent him in Congress. I congratulate 
him receiving this special acknowledgment 
from the White House. I wish Thomas and the 
rest of the Rotary Club well in the future of 
their Shoes for Kids program. 

f 

147TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF THE ASPCA 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 26, 2013 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the Amer-
ican Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (ASPCA). The ASPCA, head-
quartered in my congressional district on the 
East side of Manhattan, was founded 147 
years ago this month. The oldest animal wel-
fare organization in the United States, the 
ASPCA is the leading voice for the prevention 
of cruelty to animals in New York City and na-
tionwide. 

This past year, the ASPCA answered the 
call to help families and animals affected by 
Hurricane Sandy in my district and all across 
New York City. When families were displaced 
by the hurricane, the ASPCA set up a tem-
porary boarding facility where pets remained 
safe and properly cared for while families 
worked to rebuild or find permanent housing. 
In the aftermath of the storm, the ASPCA was 
in Sandy-affected areas to rescue and reunite 
animals with their families, distribute critical 
supplies, and provide veterinary care for im-
pacted animals. More than 300 animals were 
rescued by ASPCA responders after Sandy, 
and through a pet supply distribution network 
and mobile wellness clinics, the ASPCA as-
sisted tens of thousands of animals in storm- 
affected areas of New York City and Long Is-
land. 

I am proud to congratulate the ASPCA and 
its over 2.5 million supporters nationwide on 
the organization’s 147th anniversary. They 
continue to be the voice of those unable to 
speak for themselves. 
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AWARDING CONGRESSIONAL GOLD 

MEDAL TO ADDIE MAE COLLINS, 
DENISE MCNAIR, CAROLE ROB-
ERTSON, AND CYNTHIA WESLEY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KEITH J. ROTHFUS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 24, 2013 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I want to com-
mend my colleagues from Alabama, Ms. SE-
WELL and Mr. BACHUS for their work on H.R. 
360. I was pleased to support awarding the 
Congressional Gold Medal to Addie Mae Col-
lins, Denise McNair, Carole Robertson, and 
Cynthia Wesley in commemoration of the 
1963 bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist 
Church. Bestowing this honor is a fitting tribute 
to these young girls who are martyrs in the 
cause for freedom and justice. May we never 
forget the sacrifice of these young girls and 
their families and the impact it had on the 
United States civil rights movement. 

f 

HONORING THE BRADFORD COUN-
TY HUMANE SOCIETY AND THE 
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR THE 
PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO 
ANIMALS 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 26, 2013 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Bradford County Humane Soci-
ety of Ulster, Pennsylvania, and the American 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals (ASPCA), for their efforts to save the 
lives of shelter animals in my district. 

The Bradford County Humane Society pro-
vides care to homeless and abused pets, and 
investigates reports of animal cruelty in the 
community. When staff at the Humane Society 
realized their shelter in Ulster needed a new 
animal transport vehicle to carry out their life- 
saving work more efficiently, the organization 
turned to the ASPCA for assistance. 

The ASPCA is a key player in animal wel-
fare philanthropy, and has provided funds for 
animal welfare programs in every state. Over 
the past five years, the ASPCA has distributed 
nearly $55 million in grants to shelters and 
rescues across the country. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to announce that 
the Bradford County Humane Society of Ul-
ster, Pennsylvania is the recipient of the 
ASPCA’s 5,000th grant since 2008. 

An award of $31,500 will allow the Bradford 
County Humane Society to acquire a new ani-
mal transport van, which the organization will 
use to investigate animal cruelty cases and 
ferry shelter animals to a local veterinary clinic 
for spay and neuter surgeries. The new vehi-
cle will reduce transportation costs and stress 
on animals during transit. 

On behalf of the citizens and animals of 
Pennsylvania, I’m proud to congratulate the 
both the Bradford County Humane Society 
and the ASPCA for their continued commit-
ment to protecting animals. 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ORADELL PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 26, 2013 

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 
Oradell Public Library. On February 7th, 1913, 
a small group of community leaders met in 
Oradell to discuss the creation of a public li-
brary. A little over two months later, these indi-
viduals successfully opened the public library 
on April 19, 1913. 

The library was originally managed by its 
Board of Trustees and the president of the 
board, William Zabriskie, who served in that 
position for 25 years. The board dedicated 
their time and efforts to ensure the library con-
tinued to grow and serve the community. The 
examples of generosity that contributed to the 
development and evolution of the library are 
numerous, but some instances demand spe-
cific mention. 

The first librarian, Marie A. Skinner, worked 
on a volunteer basis for the first three months 
and thereafter received a mere ten dollars per 
month for her hard work. A local carpenter vol-
unteered his time and materials to build the li-
brary’s first shelves. World renowned painter 
Charles Livingston Bull, an Oradell resident 
and an original board member, donated mul-
tiple works of art which reside in the library to 
this day. After ten years of occupying a room 
behind the local post office, the library moved 
to its own building provided by the Bellis– 
Blauvelt family. Residents later donated books 
to increase the library’s collection. 

A hundred years after its founding, the 
Oradell Public Library remains an exemplary 
model of what is possible when people come 
together for the betterment of their community. 
I congratulate the Oradell Public Library on 
this important and impressive milestone. It is 
an honor to represent the people of Oradell 
and to commend the hard work and personal 
sacrifice of so many that established the 
Oradell Public Library. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 98TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ARMENIAN GENO-
CIDE 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 26, 2013 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 98th anniversary of the Arme-
nian Genocide. 

In the wake of World War I, the Ottoman 
Empire launched a campaign of terror against 
their own Armenian citizens. From 1915 to 
1923, forced deportations displaced 2 million 
Armenians. Unarmed men were separated 
from their families and were either forced into 
concentration camps or taken away to be exe-
cuted. Innocent women and children were sys-
tematically stripped of their possessions and 
driven into what is now the Syrian Desert. 
During these ‘‘Death Marches’’ they were sub-
jected to starvation, sickness, and abuse amid 
brutal conditions. In the end, nearly 1.5 million 

Armenians had lost their lives in what became 
the first genocide of the 20th century. 

Although these atrocities occurred almost a 
century ago, it is imperative to remember the 
suffering that was endured as a result of unre-
strained human malice. To acknowledge this 
truth is necessary, not just out of respect for 
our fellow citizens of Armenian descent, but 
also in hope that we can prevent such heinous 
crimes from occurring in the future. 

Today, I call on my colleagues to join me in 
somber remembrance of the 1.5 million Arme-
nians who perished during this dark period of 
history, and to honor the strength and resolve 
of the Armenian community still working to 
overcome this tragedy. 

f 

HONORING JUDITH L. 
FITZGERALD, J.D. 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 26, 2013 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
before you today to recognize Ms. Judith L. 
Fitzgerald, who will be honored with the ‘‘2013 
Dream Keeper Award’’ for her many contribu-
tions to the education of youth in Maryland 
over the past three decades. 

A Baltimore native, Ms. Fitzgerald is a grad-
uate of Western High School and Lincoln Uni-
versity. She earned her law degree from Bos-
ton College and practiced both privately and 
for various government agencies. She began 
her teaching career as an adjunct professor at 
the University Of Maryland College Park and 
Baltimore City Community College. 

Ms. Fitzgerald was a distinguished lecturer 
at Bowie State University, serving as a pre-law 
advisor, faculty advisor to two clubs and as 
program director for a consortium of Histori-
cally Black Colleges and University’s with Na-
tional Intelligence Studies Programs. During 
her tenure at Bowie State, Ms. Fitzgerald was 
the recipient of numerous honors and awards 
including the ‘‘Outstanding Service & Appre-
ciation’’ Award and the ‘‘2012 Bowie Girls 
Rock Award’’ for her tremendous work as a 
mentor and faculty member. 

Ms. Fitzgerald is currently a contributing fac-
ulty member at Walden University, where she 
teaches in the PhD and Masters Programs for 
the School of Public Policy and Administration. 
In addition to her teaching responsibilities, she 
is the lead faculty for other courses and 
serves on several dissertation committees. 

When she is not teaching, Ms. Fitzgerald 
serves as the Vice President and Executive 
Director for ReInvent Inc., a music and arts 
after-school and summer school program for 
at-risk youth. She has also volunteered as a 
mediator for the Maryland Commission for 
Human Relations and Community Mediation 
Maryland. She has served on advisory boards 
too many to name and is a member of All 
Saints Church in Baltimore. 

Mr. Speaker, the ‘‘Dream Keeper Award’’ 
was established to recognize the contributions 
of educators in the State of New Jersey. This 
is the first time the award will be presented to 
a resident of another state. This fact reflects 
Ms. Fitzgerald’s personal commitment to each 
student she encounters. She truly leads by ex-
ample, providing guidance and mentoring to 
those aspiring to enter the legal profession 
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