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especially following the attack in Benghazi.
To date, the Department has provided to the
Congress the classified ARB report and more
than 25,000 pages of documents.

Secretary Kerry, testifying before
the House Foreign Affairs Committee
in April, also pledged coordination
with the Benghazi investigation when
he stated:

I'm determined that this will be as ac-
countable and open State Department as it
has been in the past and we will continue to
provide answers.

So the question I have for each of
them is this: Why do I have to hold in
my hands a handwritten transcript of
an email?

Why is it that congressional inves-
tigators must hand-copy them under
supervision from the other side, so to
speak?

Why can’t we get the documents and
copy themselves?

Why must we subpoena everything?

And why are they not in compliance
with any of the subpoenas?

———
PROPOSED SNAP CUTS

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, more than
30,000 families in New York’s capital
region rely on SNAP benefits to put
dinner on the table every night. Na-
tionally, about 87 percent of families
on food stamps include a child, a senior
citizen, or a disabled person. These
members of the American family are
hungry. They are not criminals.

Yet House Republicans are trying to
cut $40 billion from this critical pro-
gram, 10 times the amount the Senate
has proposed, without first looking at
closing tax loopholes for major cor-
porations or cutting subsidies to profit
rich oil companies.

These benefits are not luxuries, Mr.
Speaker. These are basic, sustainable
meals that will keep our unemployed
and underemployed nourished until
they find a job that lets them support
themselves and their families on their
own.

If House Republicans truly want to
reduce food stamp rolls and decrease
how much our Nation spends on the
SNAP program, then they need to join
the Democrats and get serious about
creating quality, well-paying jobs in-
stead of trying to balance the budget
on the backs of our country’s most vul-
nerable.

———

HONORING THE LIVING CONGRES-
SIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR RE-
CIPIENTS

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, thank you for the oppor-
tunity to be here today. It is an honor
for me, as a new Member of Congress,
to sit here on the floor of the House
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with my colleagues to actually honor
all of our living Congressional Medal of
Honor recipients.

I’m proud to work with my colleague,
TULSI GABBARD, from the great State
of Hawaii, in a bipartisan way to make
sure that these heroes that protected
our freedoms, that have protected our
ability to stand here and debate the
issues that we debate every single day,
are honored by their heroism and by
their fight for this country.

Now, Mr. Speaker, we’re going to
begin this process through the 1-min-
utes, but we’re also going to have an
hour and a half of a Special Order
that’s going to be a bipartisan, unprec-
edented Special Order to honor these
American heroes. And I stand here
today to say thank you to each and
every one of them.

———————

RECOGNITION OF IMMIGRATION
REFORM, CONSTITUTION DAY,
CITIZENSHIP DAY, AND CON-
STITUTION WEEK

(Mr. HONDA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I just want
to thank my colleague, Congressman
CARDENAS, for bringing everyone to-
gether to support immigration reform
and in recognition of Constitution Day,
Citizenship Day, and Constitution
Week.

From Angel Island to Ellis Island,
from our northern to southern borders,
from the fertile earth of Steinbeck
country, to innovation’s epicenter of
Silicon Valley, immigration issues and
immigrants have touched every corner
and facet of our Nation.

As the Representative of California’s
17th District, I have witnessed how this
immigrant spirit is the entrepreneur’s
spirit. In fact, 40 percent of the largest
U.S. companies have been founded by
immigrants or their children.

In Silicon Valley, between 1995 and
2005, more than half of all the major
technology and engineering firms were
founded by an immigrant.

People come to our shores with dif-
ferent dreams, aspirations, and needs.
We must support stronger provisions
for those guest workers who toil the
earth and harvest food for our dinner
tables. We must support students who
come to this country seeking top edu-
cation and then allow them to kindle
their entrepreneurial spark into our
economy.

We must support high-skilled immi-
grants, as well as their families, who
will strengthen our talented workforce.
We must never turn our backs on our
married children and siblings just be-
cause they are above a certain age.

———

HONORING COLONEL WESLEY LEE
FOX

(Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. I join
with my colleagues to honor those re-
cipients of the Medal of Honor.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
the heroic efforts of Colonel Wesley
Lee Fox of the United States Marine
Corps. Colonel Fox currently resides in
Blacksburg, Virginia.

Colonel Fox was awarded the Medal
of Honor for gallantry and intrepidity
at the risk of his life above and beyond
the call of duty in the Republic of Viet-
nam.

Colonel Fox’s company came under
intense fire from a large, well-con-
cealed enemy force. Colonel Fox was
wounded, along with the other mem-
bers of the command group. Colonel
Fox personally neutralized one enemy
position and calmly ordered an assault
against the hostile emplacements.

Colonel Fox refused medical atten-
tion so he could establish a defensive
posture and supervise the preparation
of casualties for medical evacuation.
His indomitable courage, inspiring ini-
tiative, and unwavering devotion to
duty in the face of grave personal dan-
ger inspired his marines to such ag-
gressive action that they overcame all
enemy resistance and destroyed a large
bunker complex.

It is for his outstanding heroism and
leadership that I am proud and honored
to remember the actions of Colonel
Wesley L. Fox.

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT
ALLAN JAY KELLOGG, JR.

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I'm so
proud to stand here today to join Con-
gressman RODNEY DAVIS from Illinois
and the rest of my colleagues as we
honor the 79 living Medal of Honor re-
cipients, which include U.S. Marine
Corps Staff Sergeant Allan Jay Kel-
logg, who’s lived in Hawaii for more
than 25 years, and who calls my home-
town of Kailua his home as well.

Under the leadership of Sergeant Kel-
logg, a small unit from Company G was
evacuating a fallen comrade when the
unit came under enemy fire from the
surrounding jungle. What he did is the
stuff of legend.

After an enemy soldier hurled a hand
grenade at the marines, Sergeant Kel-
logg quickly forced the grenade into
the mud, threw himself over the gre-
nade, and absorbed the full effects of
its detonation with his body, saving his
unit. Although suffering multiple inju-
ries to his chest and his right shoulder,
Sergeant Kellogg continued to direct
his men until all reached safety.

It’s for his unwavering devotion to
duty and his continued service to our
country that I'm so proud to honor and
remember the actions of Staff Sergeant
Allan Jay Kellogg, Jr. here today.

———
J 1800
HONORING COLONEL OLA LEE
MIZE

(Mr. ADERHOLT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to honor the heroic actions of Congres-
sional Medal of Honor recipient Ola
Lee Mize of Gadsden, Alabama, who re-
sides in the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict, which I'm honored to represent.

Colonel Mize was with the 3rd Infan-
try Division and was awarded the
Medal of Honor for outstanding cour-
age in action on June 10 and 11, 1953, in
Korea. His company was responsible for
the defense of a vital position that was
attacked by a well-organized enemy
force. Colonel Mize charged through an
intense barrage of fire to rescue a
friend who had fallen. Following the
successful rescue, Colonel Mize re-
turned to his post and dug in. Although
under duress, Colonel Mize held the
line, fighting to keep his men safe.
Colonel Mize protected his fellow sol-
diers, called in artillery support, and
led a successful counterattack.

It is for his unflinching courage and
valor that I’'m proud to honor and re-
member the actions of Colonel Ola Lee
Mize. The Fourth District of Alabama,
the State of Alabama, and the United
States Congress is very honored to rec-
ognize the work that he did in Korea.

———

HONORING COLONEL ROBERT JO-
SEPH MODRZEJEWSKI AND
COLONEL JAY VARGAS

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to rise today to honor the heroic
efforts in Vietnam of two veterans of
the United States Marine Corps who
today call San Diego their home: Colo-
nel Robert Joseph Modrzejewski and
Colonel Jay Vargas.

Colonel Modrzejewski was the com-
manding officer of Company K and was
awarded the Medal of Honor for con-
spicuous gallantry in action in Viet-
nam. Though wounded, he refused to
allow his men to be overrun during an
attack on a well-fortified enemy in a
superior position. Though they sus-
tained many casualties, Colonel
Modrzejewski and his men were suc-
cessful in repelling the enemy.

Colonel Vargas served as com-
manding officer of Company G and was
awarded the Medal of Honor for his ex-
traordinary heroism in action. Al-
though wounded, Colonel Vargas led
his men in an emboldened attack on
heavily defended enemy forces. On the
second day, Colonel Vargas saw his
battalion commander go down and,
after advancing to his position, carried
him to safety.

For their unparalleled heroism and
gallantry in action, exemplifying the
spirit of the Marine Corps, I'm proud to
honor and remember the actions of
Colonel Modrzejewski and Colonel
Vargas.
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HONORING SERGEANT DAKOTA L.
MEYER

(Mr. WHITFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the heroic efforts of
Marine Sergeant Dakota L. Meyer.

Sergeant Meyer was a scout sniper
with the 3rd Marines and was awarded
the Medal of Honor for conspicuous
gallantry in action on September 8,
2009, in Afghanistan. While maintain-
ing security at a patrol rally point, an
element of Sergeant Meyer’s team was
moving on foot through a village. When
they were ambushed, Sergeant Meyer
and a fellow marine raced to provide
additional support for the ambushed
squad.

Despite concentrated enemy assaults,
Meyer made two trips into the ambush
area to evacuate two-dozen Afghan sol-
diers. He was then wounded by gunfire.
After that, he made additional trips
into the ambush area to recover addi-
tional wounded soldiers, and provided
fire to help the remaining U.S. and Af-
ghan soldiers fight their way out of the
ambush. For his heroic efforts, Dakota
L. Meyer was awarded the Medal of
Honor on September 8, 2009.

When Douglas MacArthur gave his
farewell speech to West Point, it was
entitled, ‘Duty, Honor, Country.” I
think those three words reflect the ef-
forts of Dakota L. Meyer and his entire
team.

Today, I pay tribute to Dakota L.
Meyer of the First Congressional Dis-
trict of Kentucky.

——————

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT TY
MICHAEL CARTER

(Mr. HECK of Washington asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HECK of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, four of the 79 living Congressional
Medal of Honor recipients live in the
congressional district that I have the
great honor to represent. I will speak
on three tonight.

I rise first to honor the incredible
courage and outstanding heroism of
Staff Sergeant Ty Michael Carter of
the United States Army—America’s
newest Congressional Medal of Honor
recipient.

Staff Sergeant Carter was a cavalry
scout with Bravo Troop and was award-
ed the Medal of Honor for extreme
bravery in action on October 3, 2009, in
Afghanistan. On the morning of Octo-
ber 3, Sergeant Carter’s outpost came
under heavy and intense fire from all
sides. Staff Sergeant Carter charged to
an exposed forward position and pro-
vided deadly suppressive fire into the
oncoming enemy attack, stalling their
advance. When a fellow soldier was
critically wounded, Staff Sergeant Car-
ter, though wounded as well, coura-
geously charged again through the
enemy onslaught to provide aid to his
comrade. Sergeant Carter’s heroic ac-
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tions and tactical skill were central to
beating back the enemy offensive and
saving numerous lives.

It is for his incomprehensible courage
that I am proud to honor and remem-
ber the actions of Staff Sergeant Ty
Michael Carter, a resident of Yelm,
Washington.

————

HONORING COMMAND SERGEANT
MAJOR ROBERT MARTIN PAT-
TERSON

(Mr. MILLER of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor the heroic efforts
of Command Sergeant Major Robert
Martin Patterson of the United States
Army.

Command Sergeant Major Patterson
was a fire team leader of the 3rd Pla-
toon, 17th Cavalry Regiment, and was
awarded the Medal of Honor for con-
spicuous gallantry in action on May 6,
1968, in Vietnam. When the 3rd Platoon
became pinned down by interlocking
enemy fire and rocket-propelled gre-
nades, Command Sergeant Major Pat-
terson led two men in quickly silencing
an enemy bunker with rifle and gre-
nade assaults.

When Command Sergeant Major Pat-
terson noticed the enemy engaging his
men from hidden spider holes, he en-
tered the complex and single-handedly
conducted an assault on their position.
In so doing, the sergeant major suc-
cessfully destroyed five enemy bunk-
ers, killing eight and capturing seven
enemy weapons.

It is for his dauntless courage and
heroism that I am proud to honor and
remember the actions of Command
Sergeant Major Robert Martin Patter-
son.

——————

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL
ALFRED VELAZQUEZ RASCON

(Mr. WALZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the heroic efforts of Lieuten-
ant Colonel Alfred Velazquez Rascon of
the United States Army.

Lieutenant Rascon was a medic with
the 173rd Airborne and was awarded the
Medal of Honor for extraordinary cour-
age in action on March 16, 1966, in Viet-
nam. The following is directly from his
commendation:

Disregarding heavy enemy fire, Lieutenant
Colonel Rascon rushed to the aid of wounded
machine gunners and placed himself as a
shield between himself and the enemy. After
saving two men, he entered the line of enemy
fire to retrieve an abandoned machine-gun,
allowing for suppressing fire while he treated
the wounded. When the sergeant of the pla-
toon went down with injuries, Lieutenant
Colonel Rascon once again placed himself as
a shield between the wounded man and the
enemy. Although sustaining multiple
wounds himself, Lieutenant Colonel Rascon
refused to leave the field until the last had
been treated.
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