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Here is a point I want to make that 

I haven’t heard anybody talking about. 
What the Democratic proposal has in it 
is an acknowledgement that the U.S. 
Government is going to make less 
money doing that because there is no 
back end to make this up. Because the 
U.S. Government is going to lose 
money—it is not going to make as 
much money by doing that—this plan 
has something in it to pay for it, to off-
set the cost to the budget. We have 
proposed closing a tax loophole, raising 
about $4 billion in new revenues so we 
don’t make that $4 billion in revenues 
off our kids immediately. 

In other words, if we are going to re-
duce the profits we are trying to make 
from our kids, there has to be a way to 
pay for it. The plan proposed by the 
Democrats is short term. It is a 1-year 
fix, and it has a proposal to pay for it 
because it actually proposes reducing 
the profits the U.S. Government 
makes. 

Take a look at the Republican plan. 
There is no pay in the Republican plan 
because it proposes to continue to 
make that $184 billion over the next 10 
years. 

So that is what this is about. We 
know what we need in the long term is 
to solve two big problems: The first is 
the $1 trillion in outstanding student 
loan debt. We have to find a better way 
to deal with it, a way that is not con-
tinuing to produce profits for the U.S. 
government. The second is the rising 
cost of college. We have to address 
that, and it is going to be a hard prob-
lem to tackle. We can’t solve it in a 
matter of a few days. It takes time to 
do it. 

So the Democrats propose: Don’t 
raise interest rates on anyone. Don’t 
double my rate. Keep them where they 
are, and let’s buy a year with a short- 
term patch in order to address the sys-
temic problems we need to address— 
the outstanding student loan debt and 
the rising cost of college for all of our 
students. 

This is our chance to help our stu-
dents. This is a small downpayment. It 
is a small help for some of our students 
and a real commitment that we are 
going to make a difference in the fu-
ture. It is not a proposal that says we 
are going to try to fool them, that we 
are going to reduce prices just for a lit-
tle while and then sock somebody else 
on the back end. That is not what this 
should be about. That is not what the 
U.S. Government should be doing. It is 
our responsibility, it is our oppor-
tunity to invest in our students. 

The Democrats propose we get start-
ed on that and we get started on it to-
morrow. I support the Keep Student 
Loans Affordable Act, and I commend 
Senator REED and Senator HAGAN for 
their work. I hope tomorrow this body 
will come together and pass it for our 
students and for our country. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DON-
NELLY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning business 
with Senators permitted to speak for 
up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONGRATULATING JOHN 
BREITFELDER 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 
today I wish to congratulate John 
Breitfelder of New Canaan, who was se-
lected to represent Connecticut in this 
year’s Healthy Lunchtime Challenge 
contest hosted by First Lady Michelle 
Obama. 

Today, John joins 54 students, ages 8 
to 12, at the White House for a Kids’ 
State Dinner. These winners hailing 
from all 50 States, 3 U.S. territories, 
and the District of Columbia will share 
a healthy lunch featuring their win-
ning recipes. John’s creation, a quinoa 
‘‘risotto’’ with shrimp and kale was se-
lected from over 1,300 recipes evaluated 
by a panel of judges, which included 
representatives from the First Lady’s 
Let’s Move!, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, the U.S. Department of 
Education, DC Central Kitchen, and 
two student graduates of the Share Our 
Strength’s Cooking Matters Program. 
The contest ‘‘invited a parent or guard-
ian to work with their child ages 8–12 
to create a lunchtime recipe that is 
healthy, affordable, original, and deli-
cious.’’ The winning recipes adhere to 
the USDA’s MyPlate guidelines, fea-
turing each of the food groups. 

I applaud John for taking the initia-
tive to enter this contest to explore 
how healthy foods can also be deli-
cious, and the support of his family. 
This innovative competition not only 
combats childhood obesity, but also 
raises awareness of the importance of 
cooking for overall health as well as 
success in the classroom. Children are 
taught personal responsibility, encour-
aged to express their creativity, and 
are inspired to continue to make re-
sponsible choices and bring conscious-
ness to each meal. I also thank the 
First Lady for hosting a Kids’ State 
Dinner to celebrate the importance of 
parents and guardians spending time 
together in the kitchen and then sit-
ting around a table and sharing food 
with each other. This month, 
Epicurious will offer a cookbook fea-
turing these winning recipes free of 
charge. I invite my Senate colleagues 
to join me in recognizing John and his 
fellow junior chefs for inspiring count-
less students across the country to try 

their own recipes and share the gift of 
healthy eating with their families and 
communities. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

OUTSTANDING LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

∑ Mr. COONS. Mr. President, Dela-
ware’s law enforcement officers do 
their jobs day in and day out with ex-
ceptional courage and dedication. 

When the worst happens in our com-
munity, our emergency responders 
rush toward danger while everyone else 
is rushing away. 

It is my honor to congratulate four 
outstanding law enforcement officers 
on receiving the Lieutenant Joseph L. 
Szczerba Service Award, presented to 
Delawareans who go above and beyond 
the call of duty. 

It is hard to think of more deserving 
public servants than these four heroes: 
Officer Justin Wilkers of the Wil-
mington Police Department and Offi-
cers Steven Rinehart, Michael Manley, 
and Arlene Redmond of the Capitol Po-
lice. 

Each of their stories is heroic. 
On February 3 of this year, Officer 

Wilkers and his partner pulled over an 
SUV for a motor vehicle violation. In 
what should have been a routine traffic 
stop, the suspect instead raised a gun 
and fired at Officer Wilkers, hitting 
him in the face. 

Officer Wilkers was treated at 
Christiana Hospital for his injuries, 
and when he was released a week later, 
Delaware police officers lined up out-
side the hospital in applause. 

With typical modesty, he said, ‘‘’I 
don’t understand what the big deal is.’’ 

The truth is, this kind of service and 
sacrifice is a big deal. Just 3 days after 
Officer Wilkers was injured in the line 
of duty, we saw once again how our law 
enforcement officers give us their best 
in the very worst of situations. 

February 12 began like any other day 
at the New Castle County Courthouse, 
but that morning, a suspect in the 
lobby began shooting. Capitol police of-
ficers jumped into action and were im-
mediately targeted by the shooter. 

Officers Steven Rinehart and Michael 
Manley were hit in the chest. Thank-
fully they were wearing bullet-resist-
ant vests that saved their lives. Along 
with Officer Arlene Redmond, they 
showed courage when it counted the 
most. 

I will keep working to ensure Dela-
ware’s law enforcement officers have 
all of the tools they need to do their 
jobs and stay safe, including the kind 
of bullet-resistant vests that saved the 
lives of Officers Rinehart and Manley 
in the Wilmington courthouse that 
day. 

These brave men and women put 
their lives at risk every time they put 
on a uniform to protect Delawareans. 
Almost 2 years ago, my friend, Lieu-
tenant Joe Szczerba, was taken from us 
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in a senseless crime, an act of cow-
ardice dwarfed by Joe’s extraordinary 
courage and sacrifice. 

The Lieutenant Joseph L. Szczerba 
Service Award helps to ensure that his 
memory lives on for years to come. 

This year, there could be no recipi-
ents more deserving than Officers 
Wilkers, Rinehart, Manley, and 
Redmond. They have my congratula-
tions and my deepest gratitude for 
their service and sacrifice.∑ 

f 

ESCANABA, MICHIGAN 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, the city 
of Escanaba celebrates its sesqui-
centennial anniversary this year. This 
great occasion will be marked by a 
host of festivities. Escanaba, like many 
cities and towns across the Upper Pe-
ninsula in Michigan, has added greatly 
to our State’s rich history and cultural 
heritage. It is through active commu-
nities like Escanaba that the spark of 
innovation and ingenuity has been nur-
tured for generations. 

Escanaba is a city with a natural 
charm that is impossible to miss. The 
city is named after the Escanaba River, 
a 52-mile winding river that is central 
to the formation and growth of the 
city. Lured by the majestic river of flat 
rocks, travelers settled in this region 
to cultivate the area’s many natural 
features and to live alongside the Lit-
tle Bay de Noc. These waterways are 
the lifeblood of this community. The 
city is full of wonder and opportunity 
for the families who make this commu-
nity home. It is also a fertile ground 
for wildlife and an inviting host for 
fishermen and outdoor enthusiasts 
alike. 

The first permanent settlement dates 
back to the 1830s to Louis Roberts, a 
fur trader. A steady stream of families 
would follow Mr. Roberts to the area, 
and soon after, sawmills would eventu-
ally spring up along the river. The area 
that would become Escanaba was sur-
veyed by Eli P. Royce and formally es-
tablished in 1863. It is from these hum-
ble beginnings that this city by the 
river was formed. The sawmills fueled 
investment and industry, and the city’s 
population grew as a result. Today, the 
area is home to manufacturing, lum-
bering, hardwood flooring, commercial 
fishing, paper making, and more. As 
with many cities and towns in the 
Upper Peninsula, Escanaba’s history is 
both fascinating and full of character. 
It is steeped in family, faith, and perse-
verance. 

There are many reasons to visit this 
part of Michigan and to enjoy what 
makes this area special. In addition to 
the striking natural wonder that 
abounds, Escanaba also offers a number 
of historically significant landmarks, 
including the House of Ludington, 
Ludington Park, William Bonifas Fine 
Arts Center, and Sandy Point Light-
house. The Sandy Point Lighthouse 
was built in 1867 to welcome travelers 
to the city by boat. This vital struc-
ture predates the railroad and would 

serve an integral role in the city’s de-
velopment for seven decades. 

The 150th anniversary of Escanaba is 
a celebration of the important place 
this proud community holds in the 
ever-evolving story of our great State 
of Michigan. It is, indeed, a tribute to 
the strength and perseverance of its 
citizens and emblematic of America’s 
working families who form the founda-
tion of sprawling and vibrant commu-
nities across our Nation. I know my 
colleagues in the Senate join me in sa-
luting the residents of Escanaba as 
they celebrate the sesquicentennial an-
niversary of this fine city. I wish them 
centuries more opportunity, advance-
ments, and individual achievement.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. BARRY L. BOOTH 

∑ Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, today 
I wish to pay tribute to Dr. Barry L. 
Booth of Spanish Fort, AL. I have had 
the great fortune to work with Dr. 
Booth on a variety of projects in South 
Alabama, including the Honor Flight 
South Alabama program, the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial at the USS Ala-
bama Battleship Memorial Park, and 
the creation of the Alabama State Vet-
erans Memorial Cemetery in Spanish 
Fort, AL. They have been remarkable 
successes, in great part through the 
leadership of Dr. Booth. 

Barry Booth was born and raised in 
humble conditions in West Virginia. He 
worked hard, took care of his grades, 
and was admitted to Auburn Univer-
sity. He hitchhiked to Auburn where he 
says he arrived with ‘‘empty pockets.’’ 
He enrolled in the Naval ROTC and was 
commissioned as a lieutenant in the 
U.S. Navy Reserve upon his graduation 
from the University of Alabama, 
School of Dentistry in 1966 and that 
same year he volunteered for active 
duty, signed with the Marine Corps in 
San Diego, and in 1967 volunteered to 
go to Vietnam as a medical civil action 
patrol dental officer with the 3rd Ma-
rine Division and the U.S. Army 5th 
Special Forces. 

Dr. Booth earned a Gold Parachutist 
Device, the U.S. Navy Unit Commenda-
tion, and the Vietnam Service Medal, 
among others. He was honorably dis-
charged in July 1969. It is clear that his 
patriotism has continued to grow since 
joining the Marine Corps. In fact, in 
the wake of the terrible events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, Dr. Booth attempted to 
rejoin the Marine Corps, at age 60, and 
had to be officially denied. 

Dr. Booth has been a busy and in-
valuable servant to the veterans in 
South Alabama. He was vital to the es-
tablishment of the Honor Flight South 
Alabama program. Honor Flight South 
Alabama has brought over a thousand 
veterans and their companions to the 
memorials they earned, including the 
World War II Memorial, here in Wash-
ington, D.C. I have taken great pleas-
ure in having the chance to share in 
the fellowship of these veterans. They 
are truly a remarkable breed of patri-
ots. They endured and survived the big-

gest war in the history of the world, 
and truly deserve such a great memo-
rial in their honor. I appreciate the 
considerable good work Dr. Booth, and 
the rest of his team, have done to bring 
these wonderful veterans to our Na-
tion’s Capital. 

Dr. Booth also helped develop the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial at the 
USS Alabama Battleship Memorial 
Park. Because of this memorial, many 
people in the Mobile region have had 
the opportunity to learn more about 
the sacrifices made by our Vietnam 
veterans. This memorial will serve as 
an important reminder of what these 
servicemembers endured. 

In addition, Dr. Booth was pivotal in 
the creation of the Alabama State Vet-
erans Memorial Cemetery. In addition 
to his time and resources, he even do-
nated 3 acres of family land for the 
now-active cemetery at Saluda Hill 
near Historic Blakely State Park. For 
50 years before this, the State of Ala-
bama had not had the space to bury 
new veterans in a State veteran’s cem-
etery. The new cemetery provides 
South Alabama veterans a proper, dig-
nified, and peaceful burial area. 

Lastly, Dr. Booth has contributed to 
a number of veteran and service orga-
nizations through his active member-
ship. He is a member of the Vietnam 
Veterans of America Chapter 864, the 
Navy League, the Military Officers As-
sociation of America, the Sons of the 
American Revolution, and is a life 
member of both American Legion Post 
199 and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
For his commitment, he was named 
2009 Veteran of the Year by the Mobile 
Bay Area Veterans Day Commission 
and Fairhope, Alabama’s Veteran of 
the Year for 2011. 

For years I have enjoyed the kind-
ness and warmth of Barry’s friendship. 
He has been critical to the success of a 
number of projects we have worked on 
together. He is a true patriot, and a 
good man who expects nothing in re-
turn for his efforts. He simply under-
stands what our military personnel are 
called upon to do for their country, he 
has seen it first hand, he knows the 
pain of loss and injury, and his loyalty 
to them compels him to do all he can 
to honor their service. I would like to 
thank him for his service to his fellow 
veterans, to the State of Alabama, and 
to his country.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. AND MRS. JOHN 
VICK 

∑ Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I wish 
today to recognize Mr. and Mrs. John 
Vick of Andalusia, Alabama, and the 
recent opening of the John & Faye 
Vick Collection of Alabama & Civil 
War Postal History at Auburn Univer-
sity’s Ralph Brown Draughon Library. 
This exhibit was unveiled on April 19th 
and will be on display through the 
month of August. 

Mr. Vick has had a lifelong interest 
in Civil War, naval, and U. S. Postal 
Service history. He developed his inter-
est for these subjects while attending 
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