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HONORING THE LIFE OF JONA
GOLDRICH

HON. TED LIEU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2016

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to celebrate the life of Jona Goldrich—fa-
ther, husband, grandfather, Holocaust sur-
vivor, real estate developer, and philan-
thropist—who passed away on June 26, 2016,
at the age of 88.

Born September 11, 1927 in Lviv, Poland,
Jona escaped the Nazi occupation by fleeing
with his brother Avraham to Hungary in 1942,
eventually reaching lIsrael. The rest of their
family died in concentration camps.

Jona left Israel after 11 years for the United
States where he hoped to attend Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology. But after being
denied admission because of his limited
English skills, Jona decided to go across the
country to southern California, where he ar-
rived on a bus with only $50 in his pocket.

Jona began working as a window and
screen installer and a year later, he started a
subcontracting cleaning business, setting his
foot into the world of real estate. In 1956, at
the age of 29, he built his first apartment
building, and in 1959 he met a construction la-
borer and a fellow Holocaust survivor named
Sol Kest with whom he founded the Goldrich
& Kest Industries.

Jona was a visionary. In the 1960s when
there were only offices and governmental
buildings in downtown Los Angeles, he de-
cided to construct residential buildings in
downtown LA despite skepticism about wheth-
er the area could attract residents. Jona also
built one of Marina del Rey’s first apartment
complexes in 1968 seeing an opportunity to
transform it into an attractive beach city.

Jona was also a philanthropist who contrib-
uted to the American society in many ways.
His firm constructed 72 apartment buildings
that accommodate low-income families. He
founded the Goldrich Family Foundation which
supports Jewish and Israeli charities as well
as educational causes. Jona is also remem-
bered for his lifelong work on raising public
awareness of the Holocaust, and he played an
important role in the founding of the Los Ange-
les Museum of the Holocaust, located in my
district.

He is survived by his wife of 56 years,
Doretta; brother Avraham; daughters Melinda
and Andrea Goldrich Cayton; and grand-
children Garrett, Lindsay and Derek.

| ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
the life of Jona Goldrich.

HONORING LIUNA LOCAL 304
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2016

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to LIUNA Local 304—Alameda County
as they celebrate 100 years of solidarity and
a commitment to a safe work environment for
their members.

On April 13, 1916, LIUNA Local 304—Ala-
meda County was signed into existence with
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the founding mission of “We, the undersigned
wage workers, believing it to be well cal-
culated to improve our intellectual and social
condition, and to promote our industrial well-
being and advancement, respectfully petition
the International Hod Carriers’, Building and
Common Laborers’ Union of North America to
grant us a Charter as representatives of said
International Union.”

LIUNA Local 304—Alameda County was
born out of a petition to the International Hod
Carriers’, Building and Common Laborers’
Union of North America to grant us a Charter
as representatives of said International Union.
They chartered by President Anderson, Vice
President Walker, Recording Secretary Burke,
Financial Secretary Hawley, Correspondence
Secretary Van Deventer, Treasurer
Cottingham, Sergeant-at-Arms Wilcox, Guard
Norris and Executive Board members Evans,
Canady, Jones, Cayne and Falk, LIUNA Local
304—Alameda County (as it is known today)
was chartered on April 13, 1916 in Oakland,
California, with a fierce commitment to those
words and born out of the necessity and con-
stant struggle of the disenfranchised commu-
nity, knowing that tangible sacrifices would
soon follow to ensure the working men and
women of the East Bay would be protected by
this promise.

This chartering occurred during a time when
the City of Oakland was growing by leaps and
bounds due in part by the industrial explosion
in the San Francisco Bay Area, LIUNA Local
304—Alameda County served the commu-
nities of not just Oakland, but the surrounding
cities that make up Alameda County.

Further, the San Francisco earthquake of
1906 helped double Alameda County’s popu-
lation and industry overnight. During this time,
Oakland became host to over 50 assembly
and component plants with close to 300,000
residents many of whom became lifelong
members of LIUNA Local 304—Alameda
County.

With construction of marvels such as Kai-
ser's Bay Bridge and Bechtel's Golden Gate
Bridge, the Laborers served a real need to the
construction industry not just as a work force
but as a melting pot of sorts, bringing the ma-
jority of white male unionized workers together
with both the immigrant Mexican and African
American workers at the time. The early years
of organizing were especially difficult due to
the anti-union climate in Oakland and the Ala-
meda County government.

Throughout the decades in the face of ad-
versity and antagonism, LIUNA Local 304—Al-
ameda County has never forgotten that they
exist because of loyalty to their members. Re-
gardless of their successes and failures, their
members, families and community will always
be at the heart of their work and their commit-
ment to the mission. Today, with more than
30,000 brothers and sisters in Northern Cali-
fornia, of which 5,000 reside in Alameda
County, they continue to do outstanding work.

On behalf of the residents of California’s
13th Congressional District, | extend my sin-
cerest congratulations to LIUNA Local 304—
Alameda County on the special occasion of its
Centennial Anniversary. | thank LIUNA Local
304—Alameda County for providing critical
unionization and protection for labor workers
and their families in my district, and wish them
many more years of success.

E1165

IN RECOGNITION OF TOYS FOR
TOTS PROGRAM COORDINATOR
FRANK HOLTZ

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ac-
knowledge Frank Holtz, the Loudoun County
Toys for Tots Program Coordinator, and 2015
Local Coordinator of the Year for Northern Vir-
ginia.

Mr. Holtz, a Loudoun County resident since
1985, and a Leesburg resident since 1995,
has been the program coordinator since 2012.
With more than 28 years of service to our na-
tion as a retired United States Marine Corps
Gunnery Sergeant Reservist, as well as the
former Police Supervisor of the United States
Capitol Police, Mr. Holtz embodies the very
best of this nation’s values through his service
to our community. | would also like to person-
ally commend his continued dedication to the
Loudoun County Crime Commission, of which
he is the Vice-Chairman, as well as his exem-
plary role in service on the Loudoun County
Transportation Commission as the Leesburg
representative.

Through Mr. Holtz’s outstanding leadership,
Toys for Tots in Loudoun County has distrib-
uted more than 23,000 toys to less fortunate
children. | would like to personally commend
the men and women of Toys for Tots who so
generously commit both time and supplies to
the program, without asking anything in return.
Although the campaign begins in October,
many tasks begin as early as August to en-
sure the success of the program each year.
Frank Holtz and every volunteer at Toys for
Tots deserve immense praise. The continued
success of the program is a clear testament to
the outstanding work which is conducted by
these exemplary individuals and they are de-
serving of recognition.

Mr. Speaker, it brings me immense pride to
recognize such a fine man, and | sincerely
hope that we all can live up to his tremendous
example. | ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating Frank Holtz of the Loudoun
County Toys for Tots program. | wish him all
the best in his future endeavors.

HONORING JAMES O’NEILL

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2016

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of a Bronx community lead-
er, icon, and hero, Mr. James O’Neill, who
passed away suddenly on July 17, 2016 at the
age of 59.

James, or Jimmy as he was known, lived a
life that was dedicated fully to service. He was
born and raised in the Bronx and attended
Visitation School as well as Cardinal Hayes
High School where he graduated. Jimmy then
joined the New York Police Department in No-
vember of 1979 where he rose to the rank of
Sergeant Supervisor as a member of Mayor
Rudy Giuliani’'s personal protective detail be-
fore retiring in 2000.

But retirement did not slow Jimmy down.
After the devastation of 9/11 he sought to
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bring personal remembrance to his adopted
home in Carmel, NY. Jimmy and his band of
brothers in Carmel erected a memorial to the
members of Putnam County who lost their
lives that day. Each year since, he has coordi-
nated the memorial remembrance faithfully at-
tended each year by so many. He renamed
the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 704 to the
Stephen P. Driscoll Memorial Lodge. And al-
though Jimmy left the Bronx, his heart never
did. He was a founding member of the New
York Shields, an organization that coined the
motto, “Cops for Cops.” Every year at the Ma-
rina del Ray in The Bronx a service was held
to remember those who gave their lives in
service to the community. He was passionate
that their names would be remembered and
their memories protected and respected.

Of course for all of his accomplishments,
Jimmy’s greatest legacy is his family. He is
survived by his wife, Kathy, his son, James
Jr., two brothers, four sisters, and seven
nieces and nephews.

Jimmy O’Neill was an icon in every commu-
nity he was ever involved with. His empathy,
compassion, and selflessness will forever
stand as a shining example of what it means
to be a member of one’s community. | want to
offer my deepest condolences to his entire
family, and say that although we have lost a
great man, his memory and the incredible
work he did in life will surely stand the test of
time and live forever.

————

HONORING MILLS GROVE CHRIS-
TIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF
CHRIST)

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2016

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
Mills Grove Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) located in Oakland, California upon its
41st Anniversary as a strong religious pillar in
the East Bay community.

Mills Grove Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ ) is a product of a merger between two
Bay Area Disciples of Christ Congregations:
Mills Terrace Christian Church in Oakland, a
predominantly Angelo-American congregation
and Grove Street Christian Church in Berke-
ley, whose membership was largely African-
American.

Mills Terrace Christian Church was formed
in the home of Mr. and Mrs. F.E. Wixon in
1926. The congregation soon outgrew the
home, and with 26 Sunday school students
and four teachers, the church moved into a
tent on MacArthur Boulevard. The tent was
later moved to Kingsland & Madera Streets
and with 34 members, the church was offi-
cially organized. In 1927, the church pur-
chased a building on Brann & Morcom Streets
for $8,000.00. In the 1940’s the building was
moved on rollers to the current location at
5410 Fleming Avenue.

Grove Street Christian Church, under the
leadership of Rev. Willie D. Elder and Mr. Nor-
man Harper, was started in 1947 to serve per-
sons of color and others who desired to wor-
ship in the Disciples of Christ denomination.
Initially, the group organized as Second Chris-
tian Church, which quickly gained momentum.
In September of 1949, the congregation in-
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vited Reverend Dr. Peter C. Washington,
former President of Jarvis Christian College in
Hawkins, Texas, to serve as their minister.
The church quickly grew to 103 active mem-
bers and the search began for a more perma-
nent church home. On May 2, 1954 the
church moved to a new location on Grove &
Parker Streets in Berkeley, thus renaming the
church, Grove Street Christian Church.

In 1970, Mills Terrace was becoming an
aging Congregation, with the median age of
the 22 members hovering at 60. After con-
versations about a creative solution to this di-
lemma, Mills Terrace reached out to its sister
congregation, Grove Street Christian Church,
to being discussions of merging. Ultimately,
the DOC congregations became one within
the Body of Christ and on Pentecost Sunday,
May 18, 1975, the merger was completed as
the new name, Mills Grove Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). Since 2007, the church
has been pastored by its committed, brilliant
and spirit filled pastor, Rev. Clarence Johnson,
who leads with humility and love.

Mills Grove Christian Church continues to
serve the community today with four major
ministry goals: Evangelism & Outreach, Youth
Emphasis, Stewardship & Finance, and Wor-
ship & Praise. The congregation worships
under the motto “Live Rejoicing . . . Every-
day!” based on Psalm 118:24; St. John
10:10b; and, Philippians 4:4.

On behalf of the residents of California’s
13th Congressional District, | extend my sin-
cerest congratulations to Mills Grove Christian
Church (DOC) on the special occasion of its
41st anniversary. | wish Mills Grove Christian
Church many more years of faithful, compas-
sionate, and visionary service.

IN MEMORIAM OF HAROLD STAHL,
JULY 23, 1938-MARCH 8, 2016

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2016

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
remember Mr. Harold Stahl (Hal) who passed
away at the age of 78 on March 8, 2016 in
Phoenix, AZ. Born in the Bronx, Hal was the
son of Russian immigrants Fannie Weisberg
and Benjamin Stahl. After the loss of his sister
Selma when Hal was only two years old, his
mother doted on her little “Boo Boo”. He lost
his parents while he was still very young, so
his older siblings Joseph, Gertrude and
Marilyn (Mickey) became like parents to him
and he grew very close to his nieces and
nephews Barbara, Bill, Neil, Eileen, Robin and
Shoshana.

After earning his undergraduate degree in
Physics from Columbia, he went on to earn a
Master’'s in Physics at Brooklyn Polytechnic.
He attributed the teaching assistant job he got
there to a recommendation letter that was sent
on his behalf by Nobel Prize winner, Polycarp
Kusch. While wolking on the PhD that he was
unable to complete due to equipment failure,
he met his future wife Toby Schleifer who was
a Chemist at NYU. They were introduced in
the young adult group at Brooklyn Heights
Synagogue in May of 1965 and were married
in December of that year.

Together they started their family in Flush-
ing, Queens where they welcomed their son
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Barry and daughter Fran. After relocating to
Ridgefield, Connecticut they were joined by
their third child Carrie. Hal earned his MBA
from the University of New Haven before the
family relocated to Phoenix, Arizona to live
near Toby’s family.

While working as a software engineer on
the Apache helicopters, he earned his third
Master's degree in Aerospace Engineering in
the same year that Fran got her Bachelor's
and Canie graduated from high school. The
family grew to include a daughter-in-law, Pat-
tie, son-in-law, Lewis and four amazing
grandsons. Hal adored Jonas, Kai, Rei and Ari
and helped their parents foster their individual
personalities and interests. In their retirement
years, Hal and Toby were dedicated to their
grandsons and to volunteering for non-profit
organizations that supported healthcare, the
environment, protecting Arizona’s natural his-
tory and progressive politics. Hal was a proud
lifelong Democrat. He was a Precinct Com-
mitteeman as well as a member of the Arizona
state Democratic committee and a proud vol-
unteer for Democracy for America Maricopa
County.

Most importantly, the best way to honor Hal
and what he would have requested is that you
make sure that you and everyone you know
gets out to vote.

—

HONORING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF MARTHA AND MARY

HON. DEREK KILMER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2016

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Martha & Mary, a not-for-profit organiza-
tion that has provided quality and compas-
sionate care for children, seniors, and families
in the western Puget Sound region of Wash-
ington state since 1891.

From its inception, Martha & Mary has been
a champion for our region’s most vulnerable.
What started as a small home for orphaned
youth has blossomed into a regional organiza-
tion that provides services for more than 1,000
children at ten different sites throughout the
Kitsap peninsula.

Martha & Mary’s nationally recognized pro-
grams emphasize a commitment to “bridging
generations and emiching lives” by encour-
aging children to spend time with senior care
residents through singing songs, sharing
meals, and completing projects. As a testa-
ment to the success of this innovative ap-
proach, in 2015, Martha & Mary received the
prestigious Quality of Excellence rating from
Washington state’s premier child care rating
system.

Martha & Mary continues to serve our re-
gion by growing to meet the evolving needs of
our community. Each year, Martha & Mary
provides nearly $2.1 million in underfunded
care and has expanded services to include
long term care, rehabilitation facilities, assisted
living, home care, and geriatric care manage-
ment.

Martha & Mary is an example of an organi-
zation that, from its core, strives to create
meaningful experiences for children, adults,
and the elderly to grow in understanding and
appreciation of the gifts that both young and
old have to offer. For 125 years, their quality
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