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Mrs. Urrabazo was born on February 12th 

1947 to Juan and Carolina Urby in Del Rio, 
Texas. She was considered a miracle baby 
due to being born ten years after her nine sib-
lings. Although her first language was Span-
ish, she quickly learned English and excelled 
in her studies. She received her bachelor’s de-
gree from Texas Women’s University and then 
a master’s degree in Spanish literature from 
The University of Texas-El Paso. This enthu-
siasm for literature eventually led her to United 
High School in Laredo, Texas where she 
taught English literature for 32 years. 

Yolanda’s devotion to her students is shown 
by her long and passionate career in teaching. 
For over three decades she dedicated her life 
to educating generations of students. This 
commitment to education is an inspiration, and 
serves as a reminder for how important edu-
cators are. Her dedication to serving others 
will not be forgotten and will serve as a testa-
ment to what we should all strive for. 

Mrs. Urrabazo is survived by her husband 
Ignacio, seven children, six grandchildren, and 
five siblings. Her legacy will live on in the 
countless people she helped shape. The men-
toring and guidance that she provided will be 
shown throughout the community she touched. 
I have personally seen her impact through the 
great work her daughters Yolanda and Claudia 
provided when they worked in my office. It 
was clear through their hard work and ability 
that their mother had taught them very well. 
She serves as a reminder for how much one 
person can do to affect so many lives. The 
city of Laredo will miss her and cherish the 
kindness and care that she brought. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to remember the legacy of Yolanda 
Urby Urrabazo. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,524,335,895,543.03. We’ve 
added $8,897,458,846,649.95 to our debt in 7 
years. This is over $8.8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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HONORING JOSEPH BOARDMAN 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2016 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, Congressman 
CAPUANO and I rise today to extend my sin-
cerest appreciations to Joseph Boardman for 
his tireless effort and contribution to our na-
tion’s railroad system. 

For over forty years, Joe has been actively 
involved in the transportation industry, working 
at the local, state, and federal level. Before 
starting his career in public service, Joe 

served as the Chief Operating Officer of Pro-
gressive Transportation Service, Inc., a com-
pany that provided local and regional transpor-
tation services to communities throughout the 
state of New York. 

In 1997, Joe was appointed Commissioner 
of the New York State Department of Trans-
portation where he became the longest-serv-
ing Commissioner in the department’s history. 
He also served as the Chairman of both the 
Transportation Research Board Executive 
Committee, and the American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation Officials’ 
Standing Committee on Rail Transportation. 

Prior to joining Amtrak, Joe was the Admin-
istrator of the Federal Railroad Administration 
and a member of the Amtrak Board of Direc-
tors. In November 2008, Joe was appointed 
President and CEO of Amtrak. Under his lead-
ership and management, Amtrak greatly im-
proved and expanded its operational and fi-
nancial performance while providing a crucial 
service to the American people. 

As President and CEO of Amtrak, Joe im-
plemented a corporate strategy that resulted in 
record-setting ridership and revenue, as well 
as an expansion of customer services and in-
frastructure projects. He was instrumental in a 
major planning effort to develop a next-gen-
eration high-speed rail system, an extensive 
employee safety program, enhanced security 
initiatives, and improved maintenance of Am-
trak’s infrastructure. Joe was a visionary lead-
er at a pivotal moment for Amtrak and for the 
country’s railway system. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and 
commending Mr. Boardman for his unwavering 
dedication to public service and his contribu-
tion to our transportation infrastructure. 
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EDITORIAL BY MR. WADE 
HENDERSON 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2016 

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD an opinion editorial that appeared in 
the Washington Post on August 26, 2016. 

This piece is authored by Mr. Wade Hender-
son, who serves as the president and chief 
executive of the Leadership Conference on 
Civil and Human Rights, the national coalition 
of more than 200 organizations committed to 
a fair, open, and inclusive America: 

THE PURSUIT OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT FOR 
DYLANN ROOF IS A STEP BACKWARD 
(By Wade Henderson, August 26) 

On Nov. 7 in Charleston, S.C., a federal 
court will begin selecting a jury in the death 
penalty prosecution of Dylann Roof, the ac-
cused killer of nine African American wor-
shipers at the Emanuel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church. At first glance, the notion 
of a white man facing the death penalty for 
murdering black people in the South—in a 
killing inspired by the murderer’s racist 
views—may seem like a marker of racial 
progress. 

It isn’t—and those who champion civil 
rights should not celebrate this moment. 
Roof’s crime was surely heinous, and his rac-
ism was repugnant. But supporters of racial 
equality and equal treatment under the law 
should support Roof’s offer to plead guilty 
and serve a sentence of life without the pos-
sibility of parole. 

How can it be that a lifelong civil rights 
lawyer such as myself would take this posi-
tion? Because the death penalty cannot be 
separated from the issue of racial discrimi-
nation, especially in the South. The history 
of slavery and lynching left deep scars in the 
black community, and the current death 
penalty does not fare much better. More 
than 8 in 10 of the executions carried out 
since the death penalty was reinstated in 
1976 have occurred in the South. Blacks 
make up more than one-third of the 1,170 de-
fendants executed in the region, with most 
convicted of murdering a white victim. 

Given the racial disproportion inherent in 
the modem application of the death penalty, 
it is no surprise that most African Ameri-
cans (including me) oppose the death pen-
alty, a position that would also disqualify 
most of them (and me) from serving on the 
jury in Roof’s case. 

As a result, if the Roof trial continues on 
its present course, a jury will be chosen that 
represents only part of the community. 
Those who oppose the death penalty on prin-
ciple will be struck from the pool of jurors 
by the presiding judge. Those who express 
doubts about the death penalty will likely be 
struck by the prosecution. The resulting 
jury will have fewer blacks, fewer women 
and fewer people of faiths that oppose the 
death penalty than a jury selected at random 
from the residents of Charleston. That can-
not be a desirable outcome in such an emo-
tional and racially charged case. 

Neither would the adversarial proceeding 
necessitated by a refusal to accept Roof’s 
offer to plead guilty and accept a sentence of 
life without the possibility of parole. Once 
the trial begins, there will be a detailed re-
counting of the worst day this community 
has ever experienced. It will be the prosecu-
tion’s duty to portray this multiple murder 
as gruesomely as possible in order to secure 
a death sentence. Family members may be 
called to the stand to describe precisely what 
they went through that day and how it af-
fected them. 

Likewise, the defense will be obligated to 
do everything in its power to lessen Roof’s 
culpability. This is how our adversarial proc-
ess works, but it is not necessary here. With-
out the agony of trying to decide between 
life and death, a sentencing proceeding that 
followed a guilty plea could pay tribute to 
the victims, focusing on the value of their 
lives and the consequences of their loss. All 
family members could voice their pain, re-
gardless of their view on the death penalty. 
It would not be an easy day, but far better 
than months of focusing only on Roof, fol-
lowed by years of appeals and uncertainty. 

Attorney General Loretta E. Lynch has al-
lowed this case to proceed as a capital pros-
ecution until now, but a new decision point 
is coming soon. Most criminal cases settle 
before trial because it is in the best interests 
of the entire community. That could happen 
here; the offer is already on the table. The 
attorney general need only agree. 

After the racially inspired attack on the 
parishioners of Mother Emanuel, as the 
church is known, South Carolina took the 
bold and important step of permanently low-
ering the Confederate battle flag from the 
state capitol grounds. This powerful sym-
bol—perceived by many as the embodiment 
of racism and discrimination—had to go. 

With the death penalty, the Justice De-
partment now has the power to lower an-
other flag that has torn communities apart 
along racial lines. Capital punishment in 
this case may appear to be just retribution 
for Roof’s unfathomable crime. Yet the real- 
life operation of the death penalty suggests 
that its application to Roof would only pave 
the way for future cases in which the death 
penalty is invoked to harm the very commu-
nity on which he inflicted so much pain. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 

SERVICE OF TED RADKE 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2016 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the life and service of Ted 
Radke, longtime member of the Board of Di-
rectors for East Bay Regional Parks District. 

Ted and I shared a passion for conserva-
tion. During his 36 year tenure on the East 
Bay Regional Parks District’s board, Ted 
oversaw and was a key part of the Park Dis-
trict’s expansion and growth. Specifically, Ted 
was instrumental in ensuring that the Park 
District’s acreage more than doubled. After he 
partnered with former Representative George 
Miller, the Park District and I worked together 
to push for an increase in the size of the John 
Muir National Historic Site. Ted’s commitment 
to the Park District is evident in that he was 
the longest-serving board member in its his-
tory. 

In addition to his impressive stint on the 
Park District’s board from 1978 until 2014, Ted 
was a former Martinez City Councilman and 
still holds the title as the youngest person ever 
elected to the Martinez Council, at age 24. 
Predictably, he used his time on the Council to 
fight for the conservation of Martinez’s water-
front and further the fight for environmental 
protection. Ted also served on the board of 
the Association of Bay Area Governments. 

Add to his public service a career at Contra 
Costa College, where Ted taught political 
science and history for 30 years, he also au-
thored a book with his wife entitled ‘‘The Peo-
ple’s Choice: An Owner’s Guide to Direct De-
mocracy and Political Participation in Cali-
fornia,’’ and was co-founder of Contra Costa 
Ecology Action and Eco-Info. 

Ted was an inspiration and a friend. He 
passed away on August 28, 2016. His wife, 
Kathy, died in 2011, and he is survived by two 
sons and several grandchildren. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF BETTY 
JANE FRANCE 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2016 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Mrs. Betty Jane 

France, a lifelong philanthropist, who passed 
away on Monday, August 29, 2016. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with the entire 
France family as they mourn the loss of this 
extraordinary woman. 

A native of Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 
Mrs. France dedicated her life to the service of 
others. As the founder and chairwoman emer-
itus of the NASCAR Foundation, she helped 
lead efforts to grow the sport of NASCAR 
alongside her husband, the late NASCAR 
Chairman and CEO William C. France. Her 
positive attitude and uplifting demeanor was a 
source of inspiration for all of those around 
her. 

Throughout her lifetime, Mrs. France was 
staunchly committed to bettering the lives of 
those around her, particularly the children in 
the community. A strong advocate in the field 
of children’s health care, she launched 
projects that helped establish ‘‘Speediatrics’’ 
children’s care units at two Florida hospitals. 
Her work in this field also included serving as 
an honorary co-chairperson for the Childress 
Institute for Pediatric Trauma, as well as on 
the boards of several other community service 
organizations. For her efforts, the NASCAR 
Foundation created the Betty Jane France Hu-
manitarian Award which recognizes the out-
standing charitable and volunteer efforts of 
NASCAR fans across the country. 

Compassionate, kind, and loving, Mrs. 
France’s impact resonated throughout the en-
tire sport of NASCAR. Whether it was in her 
role as Chairwoman, as an advisor to her hus-
band, or as a mother, her impact never went 
unnoticed. As someone who enabled others to 
explore the limitless possibilities of their 
dreams, she truly left the world a better place. 
While we mourn the loss of Mrs. France, there 
is no doubt in my mind that her legacy will live 
on through not only her professional success 
but also in the countless lives she was able to 
touch along the way. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in com-
memorating the remarkable life of Mrs. Betty 
Jane France. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LINDA KAZEN 
GARZA 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2016 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Linda Kazen Garza on her new 
position as President of the Advocates for the 

American Osteopathic Association; a national 
organization that supports and promotes the 
osteopathic profession through education, ad-
vocacy, and collaboration. 

Linda Kazen Garza was born on December 
1, 1963 to Antonio and Josie Kazen in Laredo, 
Texas. While growing up in Laredo she was a 
member of the Blessed Sacrament Church 
youth choir and a participant in the Junior 
Miss Laredo Pageant. Interestingly enough, it 
was during her time in choir that she met a 
fellow guitarist named David Garza, who later 
became her husband. After graduating from 
Nixon High School she went on to the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin where she received her 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Communica-
tions. 

Mrs. Garza’s involvement with advocacy ef-
forts within the osteopathic medical profession 
began during her husband’s education at the 
Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine 
(TCOM) in Fort Worth. She would even go on 
to serve as the Vice President for TCOM’s 
chapter of the Student Advocates Association. 
Eventually, she would go on to serve in her 
husband’s medical practice as an office ad-
ministrator. She has been serving alongside 
her husband for over two decades. 

Linda’s passion for the osteopathic medical 
field led her to become an active member of 
multiple advocacy groups. Her involvement in-
cludes: Treasurer and former President of the 
Advocates of the Texas Osteopathic Medical 
Association (ATOMA), Director at Large on the 
Board of Trustees and delegate to the Advo-
cates for the American Osteopathic Associa-
tion (AAOA), and she has been a member of 
several AAOA committees. 

Linda Kazen Garza currently resides in La-
redo, Texas where she is married to Dr. David 
Garza and has two sons named Joseph and 
Nicholas. In addition to her exemplary career 
and advocacy efforts; she’s been an active 
member of her local community where she 
was a trustee for the Laredo Center for the 
Arts and former President of the Laredo Busi-
ness and Professional Women’s Association. 
In her free time she enjoys hunting, fishing, 
traveling, and going to the beach. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize Mrs. Linda Kazen Garza 
on her recent appointment and for her many 
years of service to the osteopathic community. 
It is pleasing to see this ninth generation 
Texan and Laredoan and niece of former Con-
gressman Abraham Kazen doing great work 
for the community. 
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