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CONGRATULATING THE LANGLEY
HIGH SCHOOL BOY’'S GOLF TEAM
ON WINNING THE VIRGINIA 6A
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the Langley High School golf team
on winning the Virginia 6A state golf cham-
pionship. Their dedication, hard work, and per-
severance helped earn their school its first
state championship in golf since 2011. This
achievement comes in spite of the physical
hardships and tough course conditions the
team endured during the final round.

The night before the second and final round,
senior Brandon Berry came down with what
was likely food poisoning. His condition had
him bedridden for almost 14 hours. Neverthe-
less, Brandon took the course for the final
round and recorded a 77. Also two freshmen,
Nikita Gubenko and Brian Feinstein, recorded
rounds of 75 and 80, respectively. Nikita’'s
round was Langley’s lowest of the day and
helped the Saxons secure a 22—shot victory. It
is this dedication that creates the level of ex-
cellence which these young men have
achieved.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in congratulating the Langley Saxons on
winning the Virginia 6A state golf champion-
ship. | am proud to represent these students
and wish them all the best in their future en-
deavors.

————

HONORING STEVE NAKAJO
HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2016

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Steve Nakajo who has served as the execu-
tive director of Kimochi, Inc. for 45 years and
has grown the organization into one of the
most precious senior service organizations in
the Bay Area. Steve is a sensei in every
sense of the word: a respected person who
has achieved a high level of mastery in his
skills. He leaves behind an incredible legacy
which frankly few of us do. | am honored to
call him a friend and colleague for over 20
years.

Steve co-founded Kimochi in 1971 to bring
social services to non-English speaking, first
generation Japanese Americans in San Fran-
cisco’s Japantown. Today, Kimochi provides
3,000 seniors from San Francisco and sur-
rounding communities with services including
transportation, nutrition, day care, housing, re-
ferral, consumer education, social services,
and in-home care every year.

The creation of Kimochi Inc., which means
feeling in Japanese, was inspired by the feel-
ing for elders, first generation Japanese Amer-
icans or Issei, by third generation Japanese
Americans or Sansei. The Sansei recognized
that language and cultural barriers prevented
the Issei from accessing every-day services,
so they helped them to apply for government
services or health benefits, they offered trans-
portation and walking escorts, and they made
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sure seniors could safely leave and return to
their homes. The appreciation of the elders’
sacrifices and hardships is integral to the or-
ganization’s philosophy and Steve has been
the embodiment of that philosophy. Respect,
gratitude and love for the elders are ex-
pressed through the services that allow each
generation to age with dignity, pride, support
and friendship.

Steve’s commitment to Kimochi has been
unwavering and recognized around the world.
In 1999, he addressed the Japanese National
Conference on Aging in Tokyo on the history
and philosophy of Kimochi, Inc. as the only
U.S. delegate invited to the conference. In
2002, he addressed the San Diego Nikkey El-
derly Forum. In 2007, he joined Mayor Gavin
Newsom in Osaka to celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of the San Francisco—Osaka Sister
City relationship. In 2013, he was honored by
the San Francisco Consul General of Japan
for Kimochi Home’s 30th anniversary. Earlier
this year, it was my honor to help cut the rib-
bon on the new Kimochi House San Mateo,
yet another grand vision of Steve Nakajo.

For the last 45 years, Steve has also been
an instructor and lecturer in Japanese Amer-
ican and Asian Studies, sociology, social work,
critical thinking and ethnic sensitivity training
at San Francisco State University, San Jose
State University and City College of San Fran-
cisco. His teaching career started in the Japa-
nese American Studies Program in SFSU’s
School of Ethnic Studies. His co-instructors
were the late Edison Uno and Dudly Yasuda.
Uno, a civil rights advocate, was best known
for his opposition to the internment of Japa-
nese Americans during World War 1l. Dudly
was a psychology professor who was trag-
ically murdered by one of his former students.

Steve has further contributed to the commu-
nity by being one of the original organizers of
the San Francisco Nihonmachi Street Fair and
by being active with San Francisco’s
Japantown Cherry Blossom Festival for 46
years. He has also been on the San Francisco
Fire Commission for 20 years and served on
the San Francisco Arts Commission.

Steve, originally from Salt Lake City, re-
ceived his education in San Francisco. He at-
tended Morning Star School and Sacred Heart
High School and earned his Bachelor’s degree
in Social Science and his Master's degree in
Social Work from SFSU. He and his wife Etsie
have three children—Devon, Tracey and
Lexus—and four grandsons—Yuki, Kai, Kyle
and Jaden.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in honoring a remarkable
man and teacher who has helped shape the
fabric of San Francisco for almost half a cen-
tury. Steve Nakajo may be retiring today, but
his contributions and philosophy will resonate
for generations to come.

———

IN HONOR OF THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE OPELIKA CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, November 14, 2016
Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize the 75th anniversary of the Opelika
Chamber of Commerce in Opelika, Alabama.
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The Opelika Chamber was organized on
January 13, 1941, and incorporated on August
26th by Homer Carter, Yetta G. Samford,
R.W. Williams, Edward M. Roberts, Jr., Win-
ston Smith T, A.L. Screws, A.C. Tatum, D.W.
Ward, John L. Whatley and John D.
McKibben. As recorded in the original Petition
for Incorporation, the Chamber is to “promote
the commercial, industrial, agricultural and
civic interest of the City of Opelika and the
surrounding territory; to promote integrity and
good faith, just and equitable principles in
business. . .” These words still ring true
today.

The Opelika Chamber has been instru-
mental in the growth and prosperity of the City
of Opelika. Each year, the Chamber hosts
over 200 events, program and advertising op-
portunities for its members.

Today, the Opelika Chamber is housed in
the Whitfield-Duke-Searcy Home, built in
1895, at 601 Avenue A.

On December 15, 2016, there will be a cele-
bration of the past 75 years held at The
Aeerie.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the Opelika Chamber of Commerce on
their 75th anniversary and wish them many,
many more.

CELEBRATING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MINNESOTA VAL-
LEY NATIONAL WILDLIFE REF-
UGE

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2016

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Min-
nesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. Estab-
lished in 1976, this refuge managed by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service provides vital
habitat for migratory water fowl, fish and other
species. The Minnesota Valley National Wild-
life Refuge is a wonderful example of Min-
nesota’s commitment to conservation and the
environment.

The Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Ref-
uge offers a world class opportunity to experi-
ence Minnesota’s natural landscape and view
wildlife, starting from the heart of the Twin Cit-
ies metropolitan area in Bloomington stretch-
ing more than 70 miles along the Minnesota
River to Henderson, Minnesota. More than
5,000 acres of the 14,000 acre refuge are pro-
tected as Waterfowl Production Areas. During
peak migration periods, visitors are witness to
exceptional bird watching as hundreds of thou-
sands of waterfowl, songbirds, and raptors are
funneled into the valley along their migratory
routes.

Another significant focus of the Minnesota
Valley National Wildlife Refuge is land con-
servation and management of habitats ranging
from wetlands, to floodplain forest, to tall grass
prairie. These diverse habitats are actively
managed using modern conservation tech-
niques such as biological control, prescribed
burning and invasive plant removal to benefit
the resident plants and animals. Refuge staff
also reaches out to private local land owners
on conservation and restoration efforts to en-
hance wildlife habitat within the region.

Minnesotans are steadfast stewards of the
beautiful and diverse natural environments
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that make up our great state. The refuge is a
shining example of our partnership with the
federal government to preserve these beautiful
natural resources in the heart of our Metropoli-
tan Region. Mr. Speaker, please join me in
paying tribute to the forty years of dedicated
work by the federal employees and volunteers
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service whose ef-
forts will continue in order to protect Min-
nesota wildlife and habitat at the Minnesota
Valley National Wildlife Refuge.

——————

IN HONOR OF THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MANASSAS PARK
CITY SCHOOLS

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the Manassas Park City School sys-
tem as they celebrate their 40th anniversary
as a School Division in the Commonwealth of
Virginia. The Manassas Park City School sys-
tem was the last school division to be ap-
proved for formation by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Education in 1976, as the City of Ma-
nassas Park became the last town in the
Commonwealth of Virginia to receive City sta-
tus.

The beginnings for the school system 40
years ago were not ideal. After a last minute
move for independence from Prince William
County, both the government and the schools
were created with no infrastructure or financial
support. In spite of these obstacles, the four
schools which make up the Manassas Park
City School system have become a successful
part of a thriving community. Thanks to dedi-
cated faculty and staff, Manassas Park City
Schools are achieving remarkable things: a
one-to-one digital conversion, a new balanced
calendar, improved community engagement,
and outstanding academic performance.

Coming from a family of educators, | appre-
ciate the invaluable role that administrators,
teachers, and support staff play in inspiring
our students. The work Manassas Park City
Schools have done, and continue to do, with
young men and women will be of great value
to our community.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize the
importance of the Manassas Park City School
system’s 40th anniversary and what it rep-
resents for the city’s residents, students, and
staff. | ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Manassas Park City Schools and
to thank them for their service to the children
of Manassas Park. | wish them all well in their
future endeavors.

————

CELEBRATING THE 40TH
ANNIVERSARY OF EL CENTRO

HON. KEVIN YODER

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2016

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 40th anniversary of El Centro in
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Kansas City, Kansas. El Centro was estab-
lished in 1976 as a place where the Kansas
City, Kansas’ Hispanic population could come
together and form a sense of connectedness
within their communities.

El Centro began with just a $10,000 grant
from the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kan-
sas, and with the hard work and dedication of
caring community members it has grown to 3
locations in my district, serving more than
12,000 individuals and families per year.

El Centro could not be what it is today with-
out the efforts of its President and CEO Irene
Caudillo. Irene has a long history of improving
our community by creating children and youth
programs for nonprofit organizations, including
El Centro and Wyandotte Mental Health Asso-
ciation in Wyandotte County.

I've had the privilege of getting to know
Irene over the years during my visits to El
Centro’s Head Start program, Academy for
Children, which aims to help Pre-K students
receive strong early-childhood educational op-
portunities and set them up for success. Irene
also serves on my Hispanic Advisory Com-
mittee, is a school board member in Kansas
City, Kansas, and a great leader and role
model in the Kansas City community.

Mr. Speaker, our community is stronger be-
cause of El Centro, where their mission is to
strengthen communities and improve lives of
Latinos and others through educational, social,
and economic opportunities. | look forward to
our continued work together.

——————

IN HONOR OF THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ALABAMA FARM-CITY
WEEK

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2016

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize the 60th Anniversary of Alabama Farm-
City Week.

Over the past 60 years during the week of
Thanksgiving; Farm-City week is observed to
express gratitude for the bounty with which
God has blessed our land while recognizing
our farmers and communities who help make
the Agriculture industry so successful.

In our great state, Agriculture and related in-
dustries provide over half a million good-pay-
ing jobs. During Farm-City week, | hope every-
one in East Alabama will recognize our farm-
ers and be appreciative of all they do.

In Alabama, the 2016 Farm-City theme is
“Agriculture: Stewards of a Healthy Planet.”

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
the 60th Anniversary of Farm-City week.

OUTDOOR RECREATION’S
ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTIONS ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, November 14, 2016

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, | com-
mend the House on its adoption of the Out-
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door Recreation’s Economic Contributions Act,
which directs the Department of Commerce’s
Bureau of Economic Analysis to assess and
analyze the U.S. outdoor recreation economy
and the effects attributable to it on the overall
U.S. economy.

In Oregon and across the country, an in-
creasing number of Americans enjoy recre-
ating outdoors. In fact, at least two-thirds of
Oregonians participate in outdoor recreation
each year. From the magnificent Columbia
River Gorge to trails and creeks throughout
our forests, canyons, and deserts, these open
spaces and recreation areas are vital to indi-
viduals, families, businesses, and commu-
nities.

Outdoor recreation opportunities in Oregon
and nationwide support healthy communities,
create jobs, generate tax revenue, and sup-
port a high quality of life. Americans spend
$646 billion per year on outdoor recreation
gear, vehicles, trips, and more. In Oregon,
outdoor recreation generates over $12 billion
in consumer spending, tens of thousands of
jobs, and $4 billion in wages and salaries. Ad-
ditionally, supporting sustainable outdoor
recreation can also help protect important eco-
logical, watershed, and fish and wildlife values
that underpin high quality recreation experi-
ences.

Outdoor recreation is vitally important to Or-
egonians and Oregon’s economy, and this leg-
islation will provide us with the information
needed to guide our land and water policy to
support this important industry.

TRIBUTE TO CARL THEODORE
WOLF, JR.

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2016

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to my friend and proud
Navy veteran Carl Theodore Wolf, Jr., who
passed away on Sunday, November 6, 2016.
Carl was a caring member of his community,
and he will be deeply missed.

Carl served in the U.S. Navy for ten years
with honor and distinction. While serving in
Germany on the Rhine River Patrol, Carl met
his wife Anneliese. After their marriage on No-
vember 6, 1955, Carl and Anneliese made
their first home in San Diego, California. A few
years later, they would celebrate the birth of
their daughter Brigitte. In 1967, the Wolf family
picked up and settled down in Reseda, Cali-
fornia.

Carl loved his country and his family. He
was an avid reader and especially enjoyed
history books. Carl truly enjoyed talking to
people and relished recounting stories about
his travels around the world while serving in
the Navy.

Carl's dedication to his work, family, and
country are a testament to a life lived well and
a legacy that will continue. | was proud to call
Carl my friend and | will deeply miss him. | ex-
tend my condolences to Carl’s family and
friends; although Carl may be gone, the light
and goodness he brought to the world remains
and will never be forgotten.
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