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HONORING THE BRAINERD SENIOR 
CENTER 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 29, 2016 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to and honor Chicago’s Brainerd Senior 
Center, which celebrated its fifth Black History 
Month celebration on Friday. 

This year, the Center highlighted African 
American inventors and their inventions. This 
event, Mr. Speaker, helped educate many and 
remind others of the contributions of important 
people such as Madame C.J. Walker, Robert 
F. Flemming, Jr., and Sarah Boone. 

I applaud the Brainerd Center for keeping 
the legacies of these and other great Ameri-
cans alive and ensuring that their contribution 
not only to our Nation, but the world, is not 
forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
the Brainerd Senior Center. 

f 

ESTABLISHING ACCOUNTABILITY 
AT THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY ORGANIZATION: IL-
LICIT TECHNOLOGY TRANSFERS, 
WHISTLEBLOWING, AND REFORM 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 29, 2016 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, a 
hearing I held earlier this week put a spotlight 
on an organization that is a critical component 
of a global system of intellectual property and 
patent protection, the World Intellectual Prop-
erty Organization, or WIPO. It is an organiza-
tion that, unfortunately, appears to have lost 
its way under its current Director General, 
Francis Gurry, and is in need of major reform. 

We heard from whistleblowers who related 
how they uncovered illicit transfers of tech-
nology to rogue nations such as North Korea 
and Iran, and how WIPO under Director Gen-
eral Gurry, unbeknownst to member States, 
cut deals with China and Russia to open of-
fices in those countries, potentially putting our 
intellectual property at risk. 

The hearing was about national security as 
much as the importance of sound governance 
and oversight. China, for example, has a noto-
riously bad record on protecting intellectual 
property rights—WIPO ought to be part of the 
solution. 

You may know that I serve as Chairman of 
the Congressional-Executive Commission on 
China; Senator MARCO RUBIO is co-chair. 

Ominously, the Commission’s latest annual 
report released last October concluded that 
human rights violations had significantly wors-
ened and were broader in scope than at any 
other time since the Commission was estab-
lished in 2002. 

Last week I travelled to China on a mission 
to promote human rights, the rule of law and 
democracy, which of course includes intellec-
tual property rights. 

In China I not only met and argued with 
government leaders, but I had the privilege of 
writing and delivering a keynote address to 
students and faculty at New York University- 
Shanghai. 

Hopes in the 90’s that China would eventu-
ally and inevitably matriculate from a dictator-
ship to democracy haven’t even come close to 
materializing. 

According to the Commission’s report, U.S. 
companies faced significant difficulties related 
to intellectual property rights in China. And 
China is not the only place where these prob-
lems persist. 

Two of our witnesses, Jim Pooley and Mi-
randa Brown, recounted what they saw at 
WIPO, and what happened when they sought 
to bring to light what they saw. It is not a pret-
ty story. 

It is the personal aspect of governance and 
oversight that I want to emphasize, because at 
its heart the story we heard is a human 
drama, about brave individuals who at great 
personal cost to themselves and their comfort 
saw wrongdoing and decided to do something 
about it. 

The hearing was timely as well as topical, 
as there has been an internal investigation of 
WIPO by the UN’s Office of Internal Oversight 
Services into the allegations of wrongdoing. 
The results of this investigation are currently 
before the chairman of WIPO’s General As-
sembly—this is a General Assembly of mem-
ber states, including the United States, based 
in Geneva. 

It is incumbent upon the General Assembly 
chairman—Gabriel Duque of Colombia—that 
he act upon this report, share it with the mem-
ber states, and make it publically available. 
We also call upon our State Department to fol-
low up on this, and to be persistent in pushing 
for reform, transparency and accountability of 
WIPO. 

This week’s hearing will have reverberations 
beyond WIPO, for there appears to be a cul-
ture of corruption at many international organi-
zations, not only WIPO. 

We hear revelations, for example, about 
FIFA and world soccer, and how the serpent 
of corruption wheedles its way even into the 
world of sport, undermining the nobility of ath-
letic competition. 

We hear of the sexual exploitation of minors 
occurring in UN peacekeeping missions—I 
chaired three hearings on that and traveled to 
DR Congo to investigate—transforming osten-
sible emissaries of mercy into envoys of ex-
ploitation, and supposed places of refuge maw 
pits of misery. 

The hearing I held this week is the first in 
what we hope to be a series of hearings this 
Congress holds to focus on the need for re-
form at the United Nations and its institutions, 
with our next in the series being on UN 
Peacekeepers and the issue of sexual exploi-
tation and abuse. 

We believe by shining a light, we can help 
victims and help end corruption, bringing heal-
ing and true reform. 

Organizations such as WIPO are too impor-
tant to be abandoned. It is essential that we 
conduct vigorous oversight and demand ac-
countability to help refocus this organization 
on fulfilling its vital mission. 

Finally, I would like to thank my co-chairs 
from the co-sponsoring subcommittees, ILEANA 
ROS-LEHTINEN and MATT SALMON, and our var-
ious ranking members, for joining me at the 
hearing earlier this week. Rep. ROS-LEHTINEN 
in particular has been dogged in pursuing this 
issue over many years now, and deserves 
praise for first addressing the issue of corrup-
tion at WIPO. 

f 

INDIAN CONSUL GENERAL IN 
HOUSTON, MR. PARVATHANENI 
HARISH 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 29, 2016 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today I cel-
ebrate and congratulate my friend Mr. 
Parvathaneni Harish, Indian Consul General in 
Houston. I celebrate his efforts on behalf of 
the Indian community in Houston and con-
gratulate him on his new assignment as Am-
bassador to Vietnam. 

I have met with Mr. Harish on many occa-
sions and he is a thoughtful and caring rep-
resentative of India. We agree that the United 
States and India have a unique and special 
bond, both founded on the importance of de-
mocracy and that our two nations have the ut-
most mutual respect for one another. We are 
both strongly engaged with trade and intellec-
tual property projects. 

I recently attended the Republic Day in 
India, celebrating the adoption of the Indian 
Constitution. Both the US and India are proud 
to celebrate unity in diversity. We recognized 
our two countries’ work for many years for 
peace and prosperity, true patriotism, and 
independence. 

Mr. Harish’s efforts have strengthened rela-
tionships on the city, state, and federal levels. 
He has promoted visits to India and ways to 
benefit the US and Indian economy. I wish 
him the very best on his new assignment. He 
will be greatly missed in Houston and all of 
Southeast Texas. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

IN RECOGNITION OF GEORGE W. 
JETER 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 29, 2016 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a great husband, father, philan-
thropist, entrepreneur, and friend of long 
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standing to my wife, Vivian, and me—Mr. 
George W. Jeter. Sadly, George passed away 
on February 26, 2016. His funeral service will 
be held today, February 29, 2016 at St. Paul 
United Methodist Church in Columbus, Geor-
gia. 

George William Jeter was born March 29, 
1935, in Montgomery, Alabama. He graduated 
from Coffee County High School in Enterprise, 
Alabama in 1953 and earned his Bachelor of 
Science degree in accounting from the Univer-
sity of Alabama in 1957. After graduation, he 
went on to serve his country with distinction as 
an army officer from 1957–59, serving as a 
Weapons Instructor. 

George was also an Internal Revenue Agent 
and Field Audit Supervisor from 1959–1969. 
He served as Executive Vice President and 
Chief Financial Officer at AFLAC, Inc. and af-
filiates from 1969–86. He played a tremen-
dous role in helping to grow the company in 
its early days and helped to launch the busi-
ness in Japan, where AFLAC now does al-
most 75 percent of its business. Following his 
retirement from AFLAC, George continued to 
serve as a consultant to the company until his 
passing. 

George loved collecting guns, samurai 
swords, and Japanese Art. Moreover, he also 
loved people and Columbus. He served on nu-
merous community boards and in leadership 
positions to include: the Chattahoochee Coun-
cil of Boy Scouts of America; the Columbus 
State University Foundation; the Columbus 
Regional Health Foundation; The Ronald 
McDonald House Charities of West Georgia; 
St. Paul United Methodist Church; Troy Uni-
versity; American Hospital Association; Geor-
gia Hospital Association; The Rotary Club of 
Columbus; and the Columbus Technical Col-
lege Foundation. He also served as a consult-
ant to Denim North America where he was a 
constant advocate for the American Textile In-
dustry. He loved young people and had a 
great love for Scouting. He has received nu-
merous awards for his dedication to Scouting 
and its mission. And the current Boy Scout 
Service Center in Columbus is named in 
honor of him and his wife, Jo. He also estab-
lished the George W. Jeter Foundation so that 
he could find other ways to support the 
causes that he championed throughout his life. 
It has been said that ‘‘The true person of suc-
cess is not the person that climbs the ladder 
of this life with two hands, but climbs the lad-
der of this life with one hand and reaches 
back with the other.’’ George William Jeter 
was always reaching back to help others to 
reach their full potential. Our country and hu-
mankind are better because he travelled this 
way. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join my 
wife, Vivian, and me, along with the 730,000 
people of the Second Congressional District in 
extending condolences to his wife, Jo, their 
four children and two grandchildren and our 
gratitude for his life of service to humanity. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 29, 2016 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I was ab-
sent on Friday, February 26th, 2016. Had I 

been present, I would have voted in the fol-
lowing ways: 

Yes on Roll Call Number 92 the Beyer of 
Virginia Amendment No. 2. 

Yes on Roll Call Number 93 Jackson Lee of 
Texas Amendment No. 3. 

Yes on Roll Call Number 94 Beyer of Vir-
ginia Amendment No. 8. 

No on Roll Call Number 95 Smith of Mis-
souri Amendment No. 9. 

No on Roll Call Number 96 Griffith of Vir-
ginia Amendment No. 12. 

No on Roll Call Number 97 Ribble of Wis-
consin Amendment No. 14. 

No on Roll Call Number 98 Young of Alaska 
Amendment No. 15. 

Yes on Roll Call Number 99 Huffman of 
California Amendment No. 16. 

Yes on Roll Call Number 100 Sportsmens 
Heritage and Recreational Enhancement Act 
of 2015. 

No on Roll Call Number 101 Sportsmens 
Heritage and Recreational Enhancement Act 
of 2015. 

f 

HONORING SISTER DOROTHY COOK 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 29, 2016 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the extraordinary life of an outstanding mem-
ber of the East Bay community, Sister Dorothy 
Cook. We honor her life of service and spir-
itual devotion, and recognize the teachings 
she has given to our community. 

Born in 1934 in Prescott, Arkansas, Sister 
Dorothy Cook has been a lifelong servant and 
messenger of the Lord’s word. She attended 
Sunday school every weekend at Sweet Home 
Baptist Church, building her relationship with 
God and His word. Sister Cook relocated to 
San Francisco in 1947, where she then at-
tended San Francisco City College and San 
Francisco State University. 

Sister Cook’s exemplary ministry promotes 
faith, family values, and the presence of God 
in every aspect of life. She seeks to bring reli-
gion back into the fabric of our society. 

Ministry is the foundation and sole mission 
of Sister Cook’s work. Whether building a gos-
pel house or preparing videos, Sister Cook in-
volved many believers in her endeavors. Min-
istry can be found anywhere, as Sister Cook 
has shown us, with many of these projects 
helping to train others to follow the path of 
their Lord. 

Her patience is a testament to the endur-
ance of service and devotion to God. She is 
selfless and unwavering in her motivation to 
do God’s work. 

Furthermore, Sister Cook has produced nu-
merous literary works which have impacted 
our local youth and church community. 

Sister Dorothy Cook has also had a pro-
found impact on the most vulnerable in our 
community, helping lead many voices toward 
the word of God by offering opportunity and 
appreciation to those who have never had 
such chances in their life. Her dedication to 
community is unrivaled and fueled by the word 
of God. 

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes the life of an exemplary individual 
and devoted community member, Sister Doro-

thy Cook. I join all of Sister Dorothy Cook’s 
loved ones in wishing her continued happiness 
and success in life. 

f 

GETTING THE WORDS RIGHT: OUR 
NATION’S COURT REPORTERS 
AND HOUSE CLERKS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 29, 2016 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the back-
bone of the court system, courtroom reporters 
make sure that the system works efficiently. 
Tasked with keeping complete, accurate and 
secure records, courtroom reporters handle 
verbatim documentation of criminal, civil or 
other court proceedings. 

These individuals are highly skilled and 
trained in court reporting, which usually in-
volves stenography. Reporting for the courts 
involves taking records of court proceedings, 
depositions, and administrative hearings, 
among other things. 

They record everything that is being said in 
the courtroom by judges, witnesses, attorneys 
or other parties, as well as gestures and emo-
tional reactions that accompany any state-
ments. 

While taking shorthand notes, they must ac-
curately capture the spoken word. This does 
not mean paraphrasing or capturing every 
other word. Reporters must capture each word 
verbatim, with correct spelling and punctua-
tion, despite the speed in which individuals are 
talking. After the hearing is over, they then 
must transcribe their notes into a readable, 
workable format for the public record. 

Sometimes, a court reporter’s work benefits 
those with special needs, such as the deaf or 
hard of hearing. Court reporters can even pro-
vide closed captioning or a real-time trans-
lation of spoken words. 

During my 22 years as a judge in Texas, I 
had many court reporters who capably kept 
records of every word said in the courtroom. 
Being a court reporter is no easy feat, 
stressors come from every direction including 
security issues and daily deadlines. 

In the House of Representatives, we have 
clerks who help us and our staff every day. 
These individuals serve as the congressional 
stenographers, working diligently, day in and 
day out. These individuals take notes on con-
gressional hearings and floor debate, speech-
es and statements. They then work extremely 
fast to enter all the statements into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Every single entry must be completely cor-
rect. Each statement made goes on the record 
in congressional history. These individuals’ 
work ensures that history is written correctly. 
Without their diligence we would not be able 
to do our jobs as efficiently. 

These highly trained and talented men and 
women work tenaciously to record correctly 
the proceedings of the court system as well as 
Congress. 

Court reporters and floor clerks are truly a 
vital asset to judges and Members of Con-
gress. We thank them for getting the words 
right. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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