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More recently, Lyman Orchards has added
attractions like the Corn Maze and Sunflower
Maze the proceeds from which are donated to
the American Cancer Society and the Con-
necticut Children’s Medical Center respec-
tively. There is the Paint the Pumpkin Pink
event that raises money for the Middlesex
Comprehensive Breast Center and the Sun-
shine Kids Road Race that benefits children
with cancer. Lyman Orchards is also home to
two 18-hole golf courses and a golf training
center. Designed by legendary Hall of Fame
architect Robert Trent Jones and Hall of Fame
golfer Gary Player, these championship golf
courses are both ranked among the best in
the Northeast.

During my tenure in Congress, | have had
many opportunities to visit Lyman Orchards
and have always been in awe of their forward-
thinking vision, always coupled with their com-
mitment to preserving and celebrating their
rich history. Rooted, both literally and figu-
ratively, in the Middlefield community, Lyman
Orchards and the Lyman family are not only a
part of the fabric of Middlefield, they are a
warp thread—a vertical thread that forms the
base of the fabric’'s weave. Theirs is a story
that is a reflection of the history not only of
Connecticut, but of New England. | am proud
to stand today to offer my heartfelt congratula-
tions to John Lyman, Ill and the entire Lyman
family as they mark the 275th Anniversary of
Lyman Orchards and extend my very best
wishes for continued success.

——————

IN HONOR OF POTOMAC FALLS
GIRLS’ LACROSSE TEAM

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 20, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the girls’ lacrosse team from Poto-
mac Falls in my District who recently won the
2016 5A Virginia State Championship. They
practiced long hours as a team, and this ex-
traordinary achievement shows how far dedi-
cation, hard work, and commitment to team-
work can take a group as they played against
some of the best competition in the nation.

The Potomac Falls girls’ lacrosse team has
made Virginia’s 10th Congressional District
proud and they have represented us well.
Winning a state championship attests to their
impressive athletic ability, unselfish mentality,
and determination to succeed. | commend
them for their tireless dedication to both their
school and their teammates, without neither of
which this could have been possible. It takes
a delicate combination of superior skill and
many hours of practice to win a state title. The
Potomac Falls girls’ lacrosse team has cer-
tainly earned this honor and the lessons
learned over the years will valuably serve
them as they continue on in their lives.

In the 5A state title game, the Potomac
Falls girls’ lacrosse team beat George Mar-
shall by double digits to claim the title that
eluded them last year. Their victory was never
in question as they quickly scored five goals in
the opening minutes to pull ahead to a lead
that grew to 12 by the game’s end.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring the Potomac Falls girls’ la-
crosse team for their achievement and rep-
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resenting Virginia’s 10th Congressional District
with such distinction. | wish them all the best
in their future endeavors.

———

COMMEMORATING JUNETEENTH
2016

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 20, 2016

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, on June
19, 1865, General Gordon Granger rode into
Galveston, Texas and announced the freedom
of the last American slaves; belatedly freeing
250,000 slaves in Texas nearly two and a half
years after Abraham Lincoln signed the Eman-
cipation Proclamation.

Juneteenth was first celebrated in the Texas
state capital in 1867 under the direction of the
Freedmen’s Bureau.

Today, Juneteenth remains the oldest
known celebration of slavery’s demise. It com-
memorates freedom while acknowledging the
sacrifices and contributions made by coura-
geous African Americans towards making our
great nation the more conscious and accept-
ing country that it has become.

This year, | introduced H. Res. 787, a reso-
lution commemorating Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day, which is co-sponsored by 57 of my
colleagues.

In introducing this Resolution, | acknowl-
edge Texas State Representative Al Edwards
and all Houstonians who honor Juneteenth as
well or all who celebrate this freedom day.

Because it was only after that day in 1865
when General Granger rode into Galveston,
Texas, on the heels of the most devastating
conflict in our country’s history, in the after-
math of a civil war that pitted brother against
brother, neighbor against neighbor and threat-
ened to tear the fabric of our union apart for-
ever that America truly became the land of the
free and the home of the brave.

Not until 1980, a year after my friend, State
Representative Al Edwards, introduced a bill in
the Texas Legislature did Juneteenth become
a Texas state holiday.

Civil rights pioneer Martin Luther King Jr.
once said, “Freedom is never free,” and Afri-
can American labor leader A. Phillip Randolph
often said “Freedom is never given. It is won.”

We should all recognize the power and the
ironic truth of those statements and we should
pause to remember the enormous price paid
by all Americans in our country’s quest to real-
ize its promise.

Juneteenth honors the end of the 400 years
of suffering African Americans endured under
slavery and celebrates the legacy of persever-
ance that has become the hallmark of the Afri-
can American experience in the struggle for
equality.

Throughout the 1980’s and 90’s Juneteenth
has continued to enjoy a growing and healthy
interest from communities and organizations
throughout the country.

Institutions such as the Smithsonian, the
Henry Ford Museum and others have begun
sponsoring Juneteenth-centered activities.

In recent years, a number of National
Juneteenth Organizations have arisen to take
their place alongside older organizations—all
with the mission to promote and cultivate
knowledge and appreciation of African Amer-
ican history and culture.
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Juneteenth today, celebrates African Amer-
ican freedom while encouraging self-develop-
ment and respect for all cultures.

As it takes on a more national and even
global perspective, the events of 1865 in
Texas are not forgotten, for all of the roots tie
back to this fertile soil from which a national
day of pride is growing.

The future of Juneteenth looks bright as the
number of cities and states come on board
and form local committees and organizations
to coordinate the activities.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BOY SCOUT TROOP 24

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 20, 2016

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 75th Anniversary of Boy
Scout Troop 24.

This 75th Anniversary of Troop 24 is a true
milestone for one of the largest Boy Scout
troops in the Lenape District of the Wash-
ington Crossing Council. Congratulations to
the Scouts, past and present, and the leaders
who have encouraged and guided young men
from the troop’s inception in 1941. The nick-
name “Pioneers” was chosen in the earliest
days, an appropriate choice knowing the troop
pursues many outdoor camping and high ad-
venture experiences. Scouting produces lead-
ers and trailblazers, much like the early pio-
neers and modern pioneers who are blazing
new trails in space, science and more. The
troop first organized in Morrisville, Bucks
County, in 1929 and became the official Troop
24 in 1941, sponsored by Doylestown Pres-
byterian Church. Troop 24 can be proud of its
history and the dedication of all its young men,
including 154 who achieved the rank of Eagle
Scout. Best wishes for many more years of
great adventure and outstanding leadership.

———

IN HONOR OF THE PARK VIEW
BOYS’ SOCCER TEAM

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 20, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the boys’ soccer team from Park
View High School in my District who recently
won the 2016 4A Virginia State Championship.
They practiced long hours as a team, and this
extraordinary achievement shows how far
dedication, hard work, and commitment to
teamwork can take a group as they played
against some of the best competition in the
nation.

The Park View boys’ soccer team has made
Virginia’s 10th Congressional District proud
and they have represented us well. Winning a
state championship attests to their impressive
athletic ability, unselfish mentality, and deter-
mination to succeed. | commend them for their
tireless dedication to both their school and
their teammates, without neither of which this
could have been possible. It takes a delicate
combination of superior skill and many hours
of practice to win a state title. The Park View
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boys’ soccer team has certainly earned this
honor and the lessons learned over the years
will serve them as they continue on in their
lives.

It has been 24 years since Park View boys’
soccer has won a state championship. It took
almost the entire game until an opportunity
arose for Park View to pull ahead when they
made the score 1-0 in the 69th minute. This
hard-fought game is certainly one these boys
will remember for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring the Park View boys’ soccer
team for their achievement and representing
Virginia’s 10th Congressional District with such
distinction. | wish them all the best in their fu-
ture endeavors.

———————

COMMEMORATING THE 72ND ANNI-
VERSARY OF D-DAY AND RE-
MEMBERING THE MEMBERS OF
THE GREATEST GENERATION
WHO SAVED FREEDOM IN THE
WORLD

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 20, 2016

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, two
weeks ago, June 6, marked the 72nd anniver-
sary of D-Day, the Allied Forces’ audacious
amphibious landing at Normandy, France, on
June 6, 1944.

“Operation Overlord,” as D-Day was for-
mally known, was the largest single amphib-
ious assault in the history of warfare.

The success of D-Day, which was far from
certain at the outset, led to the liberation of
Western Europe, signaled the death knell of
the German Wehrmacht, and paved the way
to unconditional victory by the Allied Forces
over the evils of Nazism, fascism, and Japa-
nese imperialism.

It is no exaggeration to say that D-Day
changed the course of human history.

The aim of the meticulously planned D-Day
operation was to open a second front in the
European war theater from which the Allied
Forces could attack the German army and
push east to capture Berlin.

With the Russian Army advancing from the
east, coupled with the southern front opened
by the Allied invasion of Italy from North Africa
in 1942, the opening of a western front would
set in motion the pincer movement that would
catch the German Army in a trap from which
there would be no escape.

The formidable German Army expected that
the Allied Forces would try to launch an inva-
sion from the western beaches of France, they
just did not know when or where.

So in anticipation of an Allied invasion, the
Nazis constructed the infamous Atlantic Wall,
an extensive system of coastal fortifications
built along the western coast of Europe and
Scandinavia.

Under the direction of Field Marshal Rom-
mel, the Atlantic Wall was reinforced by the
addition of concrete pillboxes built along the
beaches to house machine guns, antitank
guns and light artillery.

Mines and antitank obstacles were planted
on the beaches themselves and underwater
obstacles and mines were placed in waters
just off shore.
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By the time of the D-Day landing, the Nazis
had laid almost six million mines in northern
France.

And awaiting Allied soldiers who made their
way onto and away from the beaches were
gun emplacements and minefields extended
inland.

“War is hell,” said General William Tecum-
seh Sherman during the Civil War.

And that is an apt description of what await-
ed the brave Allied warriors who set sail from
England to the beaches of Normandy in the
early morning of June 6, 1944, at the begin-
ning of what has rightly been called “The
Longest Day.”

But they were buoyed in their resolve by the
millions of prayers from Americans and others
back home, of all races, religions, and creeds,
invoking the Lord’s blessing, mercy, and
grace.

With the outcome in doubt, President Frank-
lin Roosevelt asked the nation to join him in
this solemn prayer:

“Almighty God: Our sons, pride of our na-
tion, this day have set upon a mighty endeav-
or, a struggle to preserve our Republic, our re-
ligion, and our civilization, and to set free a
suffering humanity.

“Lead them straight and true; give strength
to their arms, stoutness to their hearts, stead-
fastness in their faith.

“They will need Thy blessings.

“For these men are lately drawn from the
ways of peace. “They fight not for the lust of
conquest.

“They fight to end conquest.

“They fight to liberate.

“They fight to let justice arise, and tolerance
and goodwill among all Thy people.

“They yearn but for the end of battle, for
their return to the haven of home.”

The prayers were needed because the cost
of D-Day was high; U.S. casualties on D-Day
totaled more than 2,499 dead, 3,184 wound-
ed, 1,928 missing, and 26 captured.

Our British and Canadian allies suffered ter-
rible losses on D-Day as well: approximately
2,700 for the British and 946 for the Cana-
dians. German casualties are estimated at
4,000 to 9,000.

In total, the number of combatants killed,
wounded or missing in the Battle of Normandy
for both sides exceeded 425,000, not including
the estimated 15,000 to 20,000 French civil-
ians killed.

But the operation was a success.

More than 156,000 troops or paratroopers
came ashore on D-Day, 73,000 from the U.S.,
83,000 from Great Britain and Canada.

By the end of June 11, D-Day+5, 326,547
troops, 54,186 vehicles and 104,428 tons of
supplies had come ashore.

And with them the seeds for the victory in
Europe that would come less than a year
later, on May 8, 1945, with the fall of Berlin
and the unconditional surrender of the Nazis.

On the eve of the Normandy invasion, Gen-
eral Dwight D. Eisenhower, the Supreme
Commander of the Allied Forces, addressed
the soldiers, sailors, and airmen of the Allied
Expeditionary Forces and said to them that
they were about to embark upon a “Great
Crusade,” and that the “eyes of the world”
were upon them.

He told them that their task would not be
easy because the “enemy is well trained, well
equipped and battle-hardened. He will fight
savagely.”
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But, General Eisenhower said, “this is the
year 1944. The tide has turned. The free men
of the world are marching together to victory.”

And march to victory they did, fully justifying
General Eisenhower's ‘“confidence in their
courage, devotion to duty, and skill in battle.”

Because of the heroism of these men who
willingly risked their lives to be the tip of the
spear of liberty, the war was won and a world
was saved for freedom.

Mr. Speaker, D-Day was, and remains, a
day like no other in the history of man’s so-
journ on earth.

We remember Gettysburg.

There, President Lincoln paid tribute to
those “who gave their lives so that the nation
might live.”

And it is equally fitting and proper that we
remember D-Day.

And that we continue to honor those who
risked all and gave all so that the world could
remain free.

—————

IN HONOR OF THE BATTLEFIELD
GIRLS’ SOCCER TEAM

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 20, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the girls’ soccer team from Battle-
field High School in my District who recently
won the 2016 6A Virginia State Championship.
They practiced long hours as a team, and this
achievement shows how far dedication, hard
work, and commitment to teamwork can take
a group as they played against some of the
best competition in the nation.

The Battlefield girls’ soccer team has made
Virginia’s 10th Congressional District proud
and they have represented us well. Winning a
state championship attests to their impressive
athletic ability, unselfish mentality, and deter-
mination to succeed. | commend them for their
tireless dedication to both their school and
their teammates, without neither of which this
could have been possible. It takes a delicate
combination of superior skill and many hours
of practice to win a state title. The Battlefield
girls’ soccer team has certainly earned this
honor and the lessons learned over the years
will valuably serve them as they continue on
in their lives.

This team capped a three state titles in
three years run in dominating fashion as they
beat Frank W. Cox 4-0 in this year’s state title
matchup. This year's game was in stark con-
trast to the two previous games which were
decided late each time. Three state titles in
three years is quite impressive and these girls
have truly earned this honor.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring the Battlefield girls’ soccer
team for their achievement and representing
Virginia’s 10th Congressional District with such
distinction. | wish them all the best in their fu-
ture endeavors.

———

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
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