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also provides free dental care, sub-
stance abuse counseling, a food pantry,
and free housing for homeless veterans.

Her remarkable work has been hon-
ored over the years through many
awards and recognitions. They include
The Order of the Long Leaf Pine, which
is the highest civilian honor presented
by the Governor; the Congressional
Black Caucus Foundation’s Veterans
Braintrust Award; the NCCU Distin-
guished Alumni Award; and the Dur-
ham Chamber of Commerce Women’s
Leadership Award.

Dr. Elliott-Bynum’s lifetime of tire-
less work and service to thousands of
disadvantaged individuals had an im-
measurable impact on the Durham
community, a grateful community that
joins me today in celebrating this life.

I ask my colleagues to join me in ex-
pressing our recognition to Dr. Sharon
Elliott-Bynum’s two children, Ebony
Elliott-Covington and Damien Elliott-
Bynum; to her beloved brother, Joe El-
liott, Jr.; to her sisters, Carolyn Hin-
ton and Addie Mann; to her grandson,
Ahmad; to the entire CAARE family;
and to all of those who have been im-
pacted by her extraordinary work.
Some of her family members are with
us today.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, on tomor-
row, I will say just a few words at the
Celebration of Life service in Durham
by making a very plain, but profound,
point. It goes like this: Durham, North
Carolina, is a better place to live and
work because of the unselfish service of
Dr. Sharon Elliott-Bynum.

May she rest in peace, a life well
lived.

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
LAWRENCE AGEE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
sadness to commemorate the life of Mr.
Lawrence Agee, a man I call a friend.

He was a long-time resident of
McArthur, California, in eastern Shas-
ta County. Born in 1937, he operated an
institution in the area for 55 years,
known as the Highway Garage, which
was the smallest, I think, Chevrolet
dealership, maybe, in the West, and it
was the only one for about an 80-mile
radius for a lot of years until the reor-
ganization of General Motors happened
and they took the franchise away.

On that lot, he might have in his in-
ventory seven, eight, nine new cars—
pickups, mostly, for the farmers and
ranchers in the area. It was really an
institution to the people of the area.
When that dealership was pulled, they
continued on, he and his family, in pro-
viding service and towing and all of the
things that you would need in that
area.

I got to know Lawrence when I was a
new candidate in 2002, striking out
from where I lived—about 2% hours
away—to go out and meet people in the
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vast northern California district I have
represented over the years. I stopped in
one day on Highway 299, in eastern
Redding, right in McArthur there, and
said hi to this tall, lanky fellow here,
who just felt like the heart of America
right there. I struck up a conversation
and had a great old time.

For many, many years, he did oper-
ate a Chevrolet dealership, but I drove
up in my Ford. So that started a little
banter going back and forth, especially
if you are a partisan NASCAR fan or an
automobile brand fan, which kind of
tends to go with that there.

One of the lines I remember him teas-
ing me about was, “Well, you know, it
is a nice car there, but here we sell the
best and service the rest.” I guess he
probably figured he was going to have
to service my car a lot if I were in the
neighborhood. Yet, the teasing and the
banter was just one of the great parts
of our friendship and relationship.

Soon after that, every time I would
have a chance, I would go through
there, whether it was going up to the
Inter-Mountain Fair for a day or two
right there in town. He was a big part
of that institution as well and would
hang out with the people there.

There is a parade at that fair each
year. After I got to know him and Elea-
nor and his family a little bit, he even
let me use his convertible to drive in
the parade there. It was a neat, old
Chevy SSR.

I think that was his subtle way to get
me into a Chevrolet at least once a
yvear. The funny thing is that he didn’t
drive it that much; so, people around
there would only see it once a year.
And they got to thinking it was my car
or something; so, it was a funny deal.

That just shows his generosity and
his trust. I know he was well loved in
the whole community because, during
fair time, he was a big, big supporter
and sponsor of the fair. But I don’t
know if he got to go to it very often be-
cause he was always helping people
with lock-outs and dead batteries or
was making a tow run nearby or what-
ever. He was just helping keep that
town together.

For many of us who are in and
around Shasta County there, I know he
will be greatly missed. His wife, Elea-
nor, is a gem as well. My heart goes
out to her and to the whole family
there because there is really a lot hap-
pening around Highway Garage in
McArthur.

Again, at fair time, you would see a
lot of destruction derby cars lined up
at that place. His son, David, was al-
ways working on those, as were other
family members. I think that is the
place if you need a destruction derby
car. Go see them, and they might be
able to give you the best technology on
that as well.

In his service, he was nationally rec-
ognized as one of the best serving deal-
ers in that dealership they had, up
until 2009, when he moved on to service
only and was no longer selling cars.
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You could see it on the awards in the
shop building. This big wooden building
there just takes you right back to
Americana from 80 years ago. I think
the dealership was established in 1924.
His family took over in 1949. With the
passing of his father in 1959, Lawrence
took over as the youngest dealer,
again, in the West of a Chevrolet deal-
ership.

He was a volunteer with the
McArthur Fire Department. He was a
longtime leader of the Cloverleaf 4-H
for over two decades. He was a member
of the Fort Crook Masonic Lodge, cit-
izen of the year at least twice, blue rib-
bon winner, and a longtime supporter
of the Inter-Mountain Fair in many ca-
pacities. Of course, he leaves behind a
legacy of what small-town America
really is about.

The impact he had on his community
was felt not only there, but far, far
away. For those people that were
helped by him in the middle of the
night—there maybe would be a rock in
the road or something like that and if
somebody would run over that, he
would go out and bail them out. In-
deed, one of the times when I was up
for the fair and leaving town, there he
was, coming up the grade in his big,
yellow tow truck. That is Lawrence
right there.

A rewarding part of this job is get-
ting to know people like him, and you
hate it when you have to lose people
like that, that are pillars in the com-
munity. Doggone it, he leaves a great
legacy, and I am proud to have known
him.

God bless his family.

———

NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ANNIVER-
SARY AND EVERY STUDENT
SUCCEEDS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ) for 5
minutes.

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, Friday marks the
14th anniversary of the enactment of
the No Child Left Behind legislation
which, when we passed it, held so many
dreams and so many aspirations for all
of us because we believed that our chil-
dren would get a world-class education
out of that. Unfortunately, No Child
Left Behind, with all its potential, fell
short.

So I think it is important that we all
understand and we all believe in this
Chamber that through education, we
lift this Nation. It is probably the
greatest investment that we can make
in the American people. That is why,
as lawmakers, we have to really work
on the best policies for education,
starting at the national level, because
we now compete internationally, and,
of course, at the State and at our local
levels right at our school boards.

I have been to every single school in
my district in Orange County. I have
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met with teachers, with parents, with
administrators, and with business lead-
ers. They all had concerns with No
Child Left Behind. That is why I think
the recent passage of the Every Stu-
dent Succeeds Act, or ESSA, a land-
mark piece of bipartisan legislation,
hopefully will fix the outdated policies
of that No Child Left Behind legisla-
tion.

The new legislation, the new law we
just passed, takes into consideration
the collective criticisms of the teach-
ers, the students, parents, administra-
tors, business leaders, and everyone
who is involved in the education of our
children. The ESSA has the support of
many civil rights groups, teaching
groups, and community institutions.

I would like to highlight a few of the
improvements our parents and stu-
dents can look forward to with this
new law.

During the No Child Left Behind era,
schools were not held accountable for
ensuring that the most disadvantaged
students actually were aided and
helped to get an education. The Every
Student Succeeds Act changes this. It
benefits low-income students, minority
students, English language learners by
requiring the schools to include stu-
dent data about these groups so that
we can make better policy for the ac-
countability of how these students
learn.

States are also required to create
exit and entrance exams for English
language learners, ensuring that they
will actually receive attention in these
classrooms and will learn.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I know that we all
think that there are way too many
tests in life every single day, and of
course it is not the favorite part of the
school day to take a test. The high-
stakes testing that was under No Child
Left Behind has created a lot of anx-
iety campuswide. Teachers felt the
need to teach to the test, rather than
actually teach the student that critical
learning that must take place in the
classroom at an early age.

My mom was a teacher. She finally
got out because she got tired of teach-
ing to the test, test, test, test. She had
seven kids, and they all have master’s
and Ph.D.s. She was a parent teacher
before she went to teach in the class-
room, and she knew that students learn
in different ways, that not everybody
learned the same way.

She would work with students. Some
students learn verbally, some by test-
taking, others by acting out plays that
get across the idea. There was no time
in the classroom after No Child Left
Behind. It was just one way: the test,
the test, the test.

I am proud to say that high-stakes
testing under the new law will no
longer disadvantage our schools who
don’t pass those tests. There are going
to be other ways, including tests, to de-
cide whether schools, teachers, and
educators are doing well by our chil-
dren in the classroom. Testing students
will not be the end-all of what is hap-
pening in the classrooms.
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Schools also have the flexibility to
pilot innovative testing measures, al-
lowing more time for learning in the
classroom.

I am excited about this new law, Mr.
Speaker, and I hope that we continue
to look at it and make sure that every
child has a chance in this education
system.

———
REPEAL OBAMACARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. ROSKAM) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, an inter-
esting thing happened when President
Obama was elected in 2008: We basi-
cally had a national consensus about
some elements of health care. What I
mean by that is, most people recog-
nized two things about our healthcare
system that were flawed. First, they
recognized that it was too expensive;
and, second, they recognized that peo-
ple with a preexisting condition should
be included and not be excluded from
an insurance pool. There was a great
deal of consensus around that, and that
is where the opportunity was for the
Obama team to bring the country to-
gether around those two core things.

Instead, they did something dif-
ferent. Instead, they went out on a
highly partisan path, and that was to
create ObamaCare. We were told that
the bill had to be passed in order to un-
derstand what was in it, and so forth
and so on. We are familiar with the
false premises and the false claims and
the false narratives about it.

Do you remember this? We were told
that if you liked your doctor, you got
to keep your doctor. If you liked your
insurance coverage, you got to keep
your insurance coverage. Your insur-
ance policies, the premiums per family
were going to drop by over $2,000 a
year. None of that turned out to be
true. None of it. People lost their cov-
erage. People lost their physicians.
Their premiums have gone up.

So now what has happened, there has
been this effort, and the effort over the
past several years has been met by
some mockery from some who have
said: Hey, your efforts to repeal
ObamaCare, how many times are you
going to do it? Do you know how many
times we are going to do it? We are
going to do it until it gets done. Now it
is closer than ever.

I have three constituents that I want
to briefly mention to you. One is a fel-
low that I connected with on the phone
last night. His name is Jay. Jay told
me that, notwithstanding the false
promises of ObamaCare, his insurance
premiums for him and his daughter
have skyrocketed to the point where
the amount of anxiety that he was
communicating to me on the phone
was Dpalpable. This is not somebody
who is just upset about the direction
that the country has gone under this
false claim of ObamaCare. He is fearful
of it, and he is anxious for his future
and the future of his daughter.
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How about Diane? My other con-
stituent is a 9-year breast cancer sur-
vivor who was told, if you like your
doctor, you get to keep your doctor,
until all of a sudden, her insurance pol-
icy, after ObamaCare, kicks her physi-
cian out of the group, and she doesn’t
have access to the doctor that had
cared for her and kept her cancer-free
for 9 years.

How about the small-business owner
who I met with on Monday in Kane
County, Illinois, who said: Congress-
man, we would really like to expand
our business; we want to open up a new
location. It was a restaurant. If we do
it—and we have done the math—it is
going to cost us $150,000 a year in
ObamaCare payments, and we can’t af-
ford to expand.

Here is what we have got to do: We
have got to repeal this thing, and we
have got to replace it and get back to
those two core themes that say, let’s
deal with the underlying cost drivers in
health care that make it more expen-
sive than people can afford—and we can
do that—and let’s deal with the pre-
existing condition question. We can do
that through high-risk pools and other
things that don’t cost the trillions of
ObamacCare.

Now, there is an interesting thing
that has been happening, and that is
this: The story of ObamaCare is shift-
ing. You ask, well, how is it shifting? It
is shifting in this way: It is shifting be-
cause we have been told that there is
no way to undo this. There is no way.
It is basically orthodoxy in our coun-
try. It is an entitlement, which it is,
and it is so deeply embedded that it is
all a fait accompli. In other words,
there is no way to undo this.

For a long time, that appeared to
be—although it wasn’t true, it ap-
peared to be true because the Senate
blocked its passage. Now, as we know,
the other body has actually preceded
us in this and, through the reconcili-
ation activity, we are now able to
avoid the 60-vote threshold. A simple
majority of United States Senators can
join with a majority of the United
States House of Representatives, which
I would argue is reflecting a majority
of the American public, to say: Get this
thing off our backs. Let us flourish.
Yeah, we can deal with these things.
Yes, health care needs improving, but
this thing on our backs is simply
smothering us.

So here is the opportunity. This will
be on President Obama’s desk. Will he
veto it? Absolutely. It is the first time
it has ever gotten on his desk before.
What it says is this: that there is only
one office between us and the repeal of
ObamaCare. One office is between us
and the repeal of ObamaCare, and that
office changes next November. So in 11
months, there is every opportunity for
us to see its repeal and, ultimately, its
replacement.
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