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House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet on Monday, March 21, 2016, when
it shall convene at noon for morning-
hour debate and 2 p.m. for legislative
business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CURBELO of Florida). Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
California?

There was no objection.

———

CELEBRATING THE LEGACY OF
ELIZABETH CADY STANTON

(Ms. STEFANIK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, in cele-
bration of Women’s History Month, I
rise to honor a pioneer for women’s suf-
frage from my district.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton was born in
Johnstown, New York, where she at-
tended Johnstown Academy until the
age of 16. As Members of this House
and people across our country know,
Elizabeth would go on to be one of the
true trailblazers of the women’s suf-
frage movement for our Nation.

She helped organize the Seneca Falls
Convention, where she presented a Dec-
laration of Sentiments, a call for wom-
en’s rights, proclaiming that men and
women are equal, which was a revolu-
tionary concept in 1848.

As the youngest woman ever elected
to Congress, I certainly would not be
here today on the House floor without
the passion, activism, and dedication of
Elizabeth Cady Stanton. And so it is
my honor to celebrate her legacy today
for Women’s History Month.

———

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH AND
POVERTY

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate Women’s History Month, but
also highlight the harmful impact of
poverty on women all over our Nation.

This month we celebrate Women’s
History Month and reflect on the gen-
erations of American women and their
many contributions that have brought
us to this place in our history.

For example, as Women’s History
Month was being created back in the
1970s, the Honorable, the late Shirley
Chisholm, my mentor and friend, she
was making history. She became the
first African American woman to serve
in Congress, and the first woman and
African American to run for President
of the United States.

Throughout her career, she broke
many glass ceilings, while remaining
unbought and unbossed.

Today we see women challenging the
status quo everywhere, from sports and
politics, to STEM fields and corporate
boardrooms. In fact, I am proud to
serve in this Congress that has 104
women, the most in history, with our
very first Speaker, NANCY PELOSI.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

But too many women are still fight-
ing to break down barriers and lift
themselves and their families out of
poverty. It is truly a disgrace that in
2016, despite making up 50 percent of
the workforce, women still earn 77
cents, on average, for every $1 a man
makes.

Even  worse, African  American
women earn 64 cents and Latina women
earn 55 cents for every $1 a man makes.

————
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DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT’'S STRAT-
EGY TO END HOMELESSNESS

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, in 2015,
the Department of Housing and Urban
Development released a new strategy
that will affect ending homelessness
and the programs involved. However,
this top-down approach is forcing
homeless shelters to change the way
they serve the most vulnerable mem-
bers of their communities or risk los-
ing access to Federal grants.

In my district, at least two different
homeless shelters have lost hundreds of
thousands of dollars in grant funding
that they once received. The Esplanade
House has provided a housing option to
homeless families with children in
Chico, California, for over 25 years. The
programs they have put in place for
their residents have achieved remark-
able success rates. Because of HUD’s
new approach, the Esplanade House’s
ability to continue to help the less for-
tunate members of their community is
in jeopardy.

I have sent a letter to Secretary Cas-
tro and plan to meet with his staff to
make sure our concerns are heard and
that this new approach is revised. In-
deed, it has taken away accountability
of their clients, and now just makes
handouts.

A Washington-knows-best approach
that doesn’t take into consideration
the impact it has at the local level is
the wrong way to fight homelessness.
We need to empower these local enti-
ties to be more effective in fighting
homelessness in the future.

———————

HALT ANTI-IMMIGRATION
PROCEEDINGS ON AMICUS BRIEF

(Mr. AGUILAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise to call on House Republicans to
halt their proceedings to file an anti-
immigrant amicus brief with the Su-
preme Court on behalf of the entire
House of Representatives. The docu-
ment in question hasn’t even been
made public, and the House of Rep-
resentatives is trying to speak on be-
half of the entire Chamber and our Na-
tion without allowing us to even see
the language.
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What will the brief say? Will the
Court tell the House of Representatives
to encourage tearing families apart by
rounding up and deporting DREAMers?
Will they advocate ending birthright
citizenship and repealing part of the
14th Amendment? Will it call for build-
ing their big, beautiful, 50-foot-tall
wall along our southern border?

Comprehensive immigration reform
has historically been an issue that re-
ceives bipartisan support, and I wel-
come this discussion. We are here as a
nation of immigrants. Let’s work to-
gether to fix our broken immigration
system.

—————

RECOGNIZING UALR MEN’S
BASKETBALL TEAM

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the University of Arkan-
sas at Little Rock men’s basketball
team on their successful 2015-2016 sea-
son. On Saturday, February 28, the
Trojans won their first outright Sun
Belt Conference title after 25 seasons in
the league.

In the first year under Chris Beard’s
leadership as head coach, the team em-
barked on one of the greatest turn-
arounds in the program’s history, im-
proving on a 13-18 record 1 year ago to
a current record of 26 wins and 3 losses.

They are now moving on to victories,
and I look forward to their continued
success. As we see on the eve of March
Madness, I look forward to seeing their
big win against Purdue.

————

ISIL IN SYRIA

(Mr. CURBELO of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, there is no question that the bar-
rage of attacks committed by ISIL are
crimes against humanity.

The administration’s strategy in
Syria and against ISIL up until now
has been to do the bare minimum,
which has only exacerbated the dete-
riorating situation. Assad remains in
power and has, himself, committed an
untold number of war crimes through
the use of chemical weapons and barrel
bombs against his own people, all while
giving ISIL time to develop and to
strengthen.

Last month, the administration
failed to comply with the legally man-
dated deadline to submit a plan to Con-
gress. However, just this week, the
House unanimously passed a non-
binding resolution condemning the at-
tacks as genocide; and today, Sec-
retary Kerry determined that Chris-
tians, Yazidis, and Shiite groups are
victims of genocide. Because of the
Obama administration’s inaction and
failure to develop a comprehensive
strategy, minorities continue to be tar-
gets for these atrocious attacks.
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Now that the administration has
begun to recognize the severity of
these massacres, it is time to finally
create a comprehensive strategy that
will address the root causes of this con-
flict, including the continued presence
of Assad in Syria.

———

HEZBOLLAH TERROR
DESIGNATIONS

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
earlier this month, the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council pledged to designate
Hezbollah, an Iranian proxy, as a ter-
rorist organization. This positive move
was followed up with a similar designa-
tion by the Arab League. This is in
stark contrast to President Obama’s
strategy, where he continues to ap-
pease the Iranian regime at the ex-
pense of our traditional alliances in the
region.

Do problems still exist within some
of the Arab League nations as it re-
lates to support for terror and terror fi-
nancing? Of course they do.

I will continue to press all of those
nations to do more to curb these prob-
lems and to tackle all extremist
groups, not just Hezbollah. But desig-
nating Hezbollah as a terrorist group is
a step in the right direction. We must
work with these nations and encourage
greater cooperation to root out all ex-
tremist groups.

Mr. Speaker, instead of allowing
Iran’s continued provocations to pass
without repercussion, the Obama ad-
ministration should be holding Iran ac-
countable for its actions. It is long past
overdue.

—————

PENN STATE FARM EMPHASIZES
VALUE OF AGRICULTURE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, as a senior member of the
House Agriculture Committee, I rise
today to commend the efforts of stu-
dents at Penn State University in their
efforts to set up a student-run farm in
State College, Pennsylvania, located in
Pennsylvania’s Fifth Congressional
District.

Mr. Speaker, the university’s Stu-
dent Farm Club has been working to-
ward securing ground for this farm for
the past couple years, finally obtaining
an acre of space at a meeting in Janu-
ary.

The farm will operate as a laboratory
where students will have the chance to
study food production as well as dis-
tribution and marketing. Food grown
there will be delivered to the commu-
nity through student-run, community-
supported agriculture, which connects
consumers with growers.

Now, I know that this is just the be-
ginning for Penn State’s Student Farm
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Club, as they hope the student-run
farm will expand in years to come.

Agriculture is the number one indus-
try in my State, and it is key to Penn
State University’s past, present, and
future. I wish these students the best of
luck in this endeavor.

————
NATIONAL AGRICULTURE WEEK

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise during National Agriculture
Week to recognize the tireless work of
our farmers, ranchers, and producers. I
am proud to represent Nebraska’s
Third District, the number one agri-
culture district in the Nation.

As the world’s population grows, de-
mand for food is projected to increase
by as much as 60 percent by 2050. This
provides great opportunity for Ne-
braska agriculture.

Our innovative producers utilize the
latest advancements in the industry,
including biotechnology. When bio-
technology is applied to cultivated
crops, producers increase yields while
using less land, less water, and fewer
chemicals. Not only is this good for the
environment, it also lowers the cost of
food at a time when one in eight people
worldwide is suffering from chronic
malnutrition.

Study after study has shown the safe-
ty and vast benefits of biotech crops. I
am confident our farmers and ranchers
can meet growing global demand, but
the Federal Government must let them
do their jobs. As founder and co-chair-
man of the Modern Agriculture Caucus,
I am committed to promoting sound
policies to help producers do what they
do best: help feed the world.

———

NO MORE UNAUTHORIZED
SPENDING

(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. McCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to remind all of
us that those who sent us here did so
because they trust us with their voice
to set the priorities in the people’s
House, because that is the way that our
Founding Fathers intended it to be—a
government of, by, and for ‘“We, the
People.”

But what was established as three
branches of government has evolved
into an overextended executive and an
overly active court system, with the
American people’s voice getting lost.
Americans are frustrated, and I am,
too. That is why I introduced the USA
Act, to promote a more effective, ac-
countable, and timely oversight of our
entire Federal Government.

Too much of the government is cur-
rently on autopilot. We must challenge
the status quo by ensuring that spend-
ing and decisions made by the execu-
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tive branch departments, agencies, and
programs come under the citizens’
scrutiny.

No more unauthorized spending. It is
time to hold Federal bureaucrats ac-
countable for being so disconnected
from their mission and reclaim the
power of the purse.

I urge my colleagues to join me in co-
sponsoring the USA Act.

VIOLENCE AGAINST CHRISTIANS
IS GENOCIDE

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, fac-
ing persecution, murder, and torture
each day, Christians overseas are per-
secuted for their religious beliefs.
These individuals are being slaugh-
tered, raped, and sold into slavery and
forced to watch as their churches are
burned down.

This morning, the State Department
labeled these atrocities as genocide.
This is mass genocide by ISIS and
other radical jihadist groups that is
taking place throughout the world.

Less than a year ago, 30 Ethiopian
Christian men were marched to a
beach, beheaded, and shot by radical
Islamist terrorists because of their re-
ligion. These Kkillers proudly put the
video of the executions on YouTube.

In total, over 1,000 Christians have
been Kkilled by the radical Islamic
State. These atrocious, cold-blooded
massacres are an attack on the very
nature of human existence: the right to
practice one’s religion.

Declaring the torture, crucifixion,
and murder of Christians and certain
religious groups genocide is now the of-
ficial position of the United States.
Genocide in any form is a grave injus-
tice to those who are persecuted for
their beliefs. Those people who murder
Christians and other minorities be-
cause of their religion must be brought
to justice because, Mr. Speaker, justice
is what we do.

And that is just the way it is.

INTERNATIONAL LAW

Genocide is defined in Article 2 of the Con-
vention on the Prevention and Punishment
of the Crime of Genocide (1948) as ‘‘any of the
following acts committed with intent to de-
stroy, in whole or in part, a national, eth-
nical, racial or religious group, as such: kill-
ing members of the group; causing serious
bodily or mental harm to members of the
group; deliberately inflicting on the group
conditions of life calculated to bring about
its physical destruction in whole or in partl;
imposing measures intended to prevent
births within the group; [and] forcibly trans-
ferring children of the group to another
group.”

The definition of Genocide is codified in 18
U.S. Code Sec. 1091:

(a) Basic Offense.—Whoever, whether in
time of peace or in time of war and with the
specific intent to destroy, in whole or in sub-
stantial part, a national, ethnic, racial, or
religious group as such—

(1) kills members of that group;

(2) causes serious bodily injury to members
of that group;
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