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million previously uninsured individ-
uals now have coverage.

Expanded Medicaid is now covering
8.6 million Americans in 28 States and
the District of Columbia. Were the rest
of the States to implement it, it would
provide access to affordable, quality
care to another 5.1 million Americans.

Young people under age 26 can be
covered under a parent’s plan, making
it easier for them to find their footing
in the workforce. And insurance com-
panies, Mr. Speaker, can no longer
deny coverage based on a preexisting
condition.

As we mark this anniversary, the
Democratic Whip’s Task Force on Pov-
erty, Income Equality, and Oppor-
tunity will continue to lead efforts to
defend the law against attempts to re-
peal or undermine it, and we will pur-
sue additional policies that help more
Americans stay healthy, put roofs over
their heads, and find jobs that lift
them out of poverty and into the mid-
dle class.

HONORING SHERIFF’'S DEPUTY
CARL KOONTZ

(Mr. ROKITA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Howard County Sher-
iff’s Deputy Carl Koontz, who was
killed in the line of duty last Sunday.

Deputy Koontz had strong ties to
Howard County. He was a graduate of
both Western High School in
Russiaville and Indiana University Ko-
komo. As a member of the force, he
served as a school resource officer,
positively impacting the hundreds of
students with whom he interacted on a
daily basis.

Deputy Koontz was also a husband
and a father to an 8-month-old son,
Noah. Noah will be celebrating Easter
this Sunday without his father and will
never know him.

I offer my deepest and most heartfelt
condolences for the family of Deputy
Koontz during this time, and I thank
him for all of his hard work and ulti-
mate sacrifice.

I also pray for the continued recov-
ery of Sergeant Jordan Buckley, who
was also injured on Sunday.

HONORING CESAR CHAVEZ

(Mr. CARDENAS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minuyte.)

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I
stand before you to remind us of a
great American, Cesar Chavez. Born in
Yuma, Arizona, he dedicated his life to
making sure that he fought for workers
in America and around the world.

He only had an eighth grade edu-
cation, but he served our country hon-
orably in the military as well and
risked his life and served the people of
America honorably.

One of the key tenets of his life was
nonviolence. That is something that is

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

timely for us to remind ourselves of, as
Americans, at this time when we
choose who our leader is going to be,
that we do it respectfully, honorably,
and nonviolently.

So, with that, I would like to com-
memorate the opportunity to remind
all of us to speak from our heart, to
work from our heart, to be kind to our
brothers, sisters, and our neighbors,
and to do things and make change for
the better nonviolently in honor of our
fellow American, Cesar Chavez.

———

POLL: MEDIA HAS TOO MUCH
POWER

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Americans know that Iliberal media
bias is a major problem in our country.

A recent Rasmussen poll found that
Americans believe media bias is a big-
ger problem in politics than large cam-
paign contributions. It also found that
a large majority of Americans, 66 per-
cent, believe the news media has too
much power and influence over govern-
ment decisions.

A Media Research Center analysis of
The New York Times provides an ex-
ample. MRC found that, since last Au-
gust, The New York Times has never
characterized Hillary Clinton or BER-
NIE SANDERS as being hard-line or hard-
left. In contrast, Republican candidates
have been labeled as hard-line 45 times
and hard-right 13 times. That is 58-0.

Americans will continue to view the
media as a problem until it provides
fair and balanced coverage. The media
should give the American people the
facts, not tell them what to think.

———

TOXIC CONTAMINATION IN
SOUTHEAST LOS ANGELES

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
order to bring attention to an issue af-
flicting communities in southeast Los
Angeles.

Today communities in Vernon and
the surrounding areas are dealing with
the aftermath of years of toxic con-
tamination by a now-closed lead-acid
battery recycling plant.

The recycling plant, which was
owned by the company Exide Tech-
nologies, operated for years in the city
of Vernon. Even though it had multiple
violations documented by inspectors in
the late 1990s of bad things going on,
there were few punitive measures used
against them.

Ultimately, who paid the price? The
contaminated areas can be cleaned up,
but those communities that live there,
mostly composed of working class
Mexican Americans, now have to deal
with long-term health effects of being
exposed, like cancer.
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Time and time again, when our infra-
structure fails us, when corporations
violate the rules, it is the most vulner-
able communities that pay for it. I
want to remind my colleagues we have
to be vigilant.

——————

AMERICA GRIEVES WITH THE
BELGIAN PEOPLE

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to share in the grief of the Bel-
gian people after yesterday’s horrific
acts of terror that claimed the lives of
over 30 innocent people and injured
more than 200, some of whom were
Americans, and to lend my voice to a
call for action.

We, the Representatives of the Amer-
ican people, condemn the latest bar-
barity by the scum called ISIS. It
should be clear to all that these terror-
ists are at war with the West. But are
we at war with them? The actions by
this administration at least thus far
say no.

These terrorist thugs will continue
to rape, pillage, and murder until they
are destroyed. The United States and
our allies are long overdue in doing
just that.

—
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REJECT DISCRIMINATION AND
UPHOLD OUR VALUES

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, I stood with my colleagues on the
House floor in a moment of silence as
we mourned for the victims in Brus-
sels.

Today, as I watched leading politi-
cians propose discriminatory policies
targeting the Muslim community, I
cannot be silent. Seventy years ago,
my parents and grandparents were held
prisoner during World War II without
trial and without a reason, other than
their Japanese heritage. In that mo-
ment, no one was willing to speak up
for them. We cannot ignore the lessons
of history.

The Muslim community is the most
frequent victim of terrorism and our
greatest ally in ridding the world of ex-
tremism. Responding to Brussels by ad-
vocating for patrols of Muslim neigh-
borhoods, or suggesting that we torture
our enemies, is not only counter-
productive, it violates the moral code
that separates us from our enemies.

It is my duty, and it is every Ameri-
can’s duty to reject discrimination and
uphold our values.

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE TRI-
CITY REGIONAL CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Tri-City Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce on their
10-year anniversary celebration. This
auspicious occasion marks the date
that the Richland and the Tri-City
area Chamber of Commerce merged to
form the regional Chamber in 2006.

The Tri-Cities is the fourth largest
metropolitan area in the State of
Washington, situated at the confluence
of the Columbia, Snake and Yakima
Rivers. The beautiful Columbia Basin
and 300 days of sunshine attract oppor-
tunities for agriculture, recreation,
and business.

The Tri-City Regional Chamber of
Commerce represents nearly 1,200 di-
verse businesses, providing access to
customers and a network for job cre-
ators. The Chamber provides visibility
for partner companies and works to im-
prove the economic climate of our re-
gion. The Chamber represents local
leaders, working to advance the local
economy and the quality of life in the
Tri-Cities.

With the motto of ‘“Bolder, Brighter,
Better,” this advocacy group has had a
tremendously positive impact, attract-
ing jobs to our community. It is my
distinct pleasure to recognize and con-
gratulate them on this milestone.

———

NUCLEAR SECURITY

(Mr. FOSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, as the
only physicist remaining in the United
States Congress, I feel a special respon-
sibility to speak out on the importance
of strengthening global nuclear secu-
rity.

In just a few days, the United States
will host the fourth and final Nuclear
Security Summit. World leaders from
more than 50 countries will convene in
Washington, D.C., to participate in a
global dialogue to reinforce our com-
mitment at the highest levels to secur-
ing nuclear materials. To date, these
summits have been instrumental in
achieving critical nuclear security ob-
jectives, such as minimizing the use of
highly enriched uranium in reactors
around the world, and enhancing mem-
bership in international organizations
like the TAEA. But more remains to be
done.

It is no secret that rogue regimes and
clandestine organizations continue to
exhibit the ambition to acquire nuclear
materials that can be used to create
crude radiological dirty bombs or nu-
clear weapons.

I am, however, optimistic that with
our allies and partners around the
world, we will continue to develop new
and innovative ideas to secure vulner-
able nuclear material and make the
world a safer place.

e —

HONORING THE BRAVE MEN AND

WOMEN IN BLUE

(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, we owe SO
much to the brave men and women who
police our Nation’s streets. Every day
they selflessly put on their uniforms to
stand in harm’s way to keep us safe.

In my district, on March 9, an off-
duty Jacksonville detective, who was
taking his son to school, was shot
while making an unexpected stop after
witnessing a suspect driving errati-
cally. He has been upgraded to a stable
condition now, but it is a sobering re-
minder of how quickly evil can strike.

On March 13, Maryland Police Officer
Jacai Colson was the 23rd police officer
killed in the line of duty this year.
May he rest in peace.

Mr. Speaker, these tragedies have
gone from infrequent to occasional to
nearly everyday occurrences across the
country. To me and law-abiding Amer-
ican citizens, this is simply unaccept-
able.

Mr. Speaker, there isn’t much room
between order and chaos. Members of
our police force are the first, and some-
times only, line of defense that we have
from the evils that lurk in the shad-
OWS.

Our law enforcement officers deserve
every ounce of support, respect, and
gratitude that we can bestow upon
them. Let us thank all of our first re-
sponders and our police officers. Let us
pray for their safety, their families,
and may God bless the brave men and
women in blue.

————

ALLOW THE WOMEN AIRFORCE
SERVICE PILOTS TO BE INURNED
AT ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEME-
TERY

(Mr. GARAMENDI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, this
is Women’s History Month, and it is
only appropriate that we finally give a
group of remarkable women who served
this country an honor that they have
been denied far too long—the oppor-
tunity to be buried at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.

I am referring to the Women Airforce
Service Pilots, more commonly known
as the WASPs. These women were re-
markable, flying 78 different types of
aircraft for the United States Army
Air Force during World War II. They
were stationed throughout the United
States. They flew the very same mis-
sions as their male counterparts, over
60 million miles of operational flights.
Despite their patriotism and selfless
service, they did not receive veteran
status until 1977, and yet, today, they
cannot be buried at Arlington National
Cemetery.

Thankfully, the House has already
acted. They passed legislation—I was
proud to cosponsor it—that would
allow these WASPs to be laid to rest at
Arlington National Cemetery. I am
hopeful that the Senate will soon fol-
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low suit and send the bill to the Presi-
dent.

KEEP THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA A SAFE PLACE

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased today to see that the House
came together to have unanimous sup-
port for a resolution condemning the
Brussels attacks, the terrorism, and
the loss of life there as a result of ter-
rorist activity.

We can’t just stop there, though,
with words from the House. We need to
have action to ensure that our allies
know that they are our allies. But also,
our first primary goal is the safety of
the United States citizens and the
United States soil.

We need to vet whoever is going to be
immigrating to this country, whoever
the so-called immigrants are, and we
need to be vetting the refugees here. It
is our first obligation for the safety of
the American people and the soil of the
U.S. that we have the full information
on who is coming here and who they
are.

The methods we have now are endan-
gering our country because we don’t
know who is coming here, and they cer-
tainly don’t look like refugees in a lot
of cases.

Mr. Speaker, I think this is an impor-
tant first step to be in lockstep with
the people of Belgium in their time of
struggle and need. Let’s also remember
that we need to keep the United States
of America a safe place.

——
BRUSSELS ATTACKS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
come with a heavy heart to acknowl-
edge the deep tragedy that happened in
Brussels, Belgium, yesterday.

Having participated in the Inter-Par-
liamentary Exchange, I traveled to
Brussels on a number of occasions to
join with the European Union. But
more importantly, I had the sad duty
of coming onto the then-Select Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and, ulti-
mately, the Committee on Homeland
Security in the very shadows of 9/11. 1
was in this Congress as it occurred, and
I went to Ground Zero as they were
still recovering individuals, as those
firefighters and first responders would
not stop.

Our hearts are heavy and we are de-
sirous of being helpful. As Brussels re-
covers and responds, we need to stand
with them. But as well, let me be very
clear: let us not allow the terrorists to
terrorize us; let us recognize the broad-
ness of this Nation, the Muslims who
put on the uniform of the United
States military to fight on our behalf.
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