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through our States, across our country,
during this year, this Presidential
year, we can impact this policy.

Both political parties should have in
their platforms this year that they will
be writing come this summer that the
Keep Our Pension Promises Act should
be passed, that we should take care of
these retirees and not permit them to
lose the earned benefits that they
spent their lives devoted to and now, in
their later years, are facing these dra-
conian cuts.

It is so wrong. I ask for justice for
these American workers. Let’s do what
is right for them. And I know the peo-
ple listening tonight agree, and they
would do the same thing if they were
standing down here on this floor with
me.

Mr. Speaker, thank you very much
for allowing me to speak out this
evening and to stand alongside the
hardworking men and women of our
country. They deserve better treat-
ment.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———
HOLDING THE IRS ACCOUNTABLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT)
for 30 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to follow up on the comments of
my dear friends’ Special Order earlier
by Congressman RON DESANTIS.

I know there were a number of people
who spoke, but the ones I actually saw
and heard—Congressman DESANTIS, a
dear friend, dear friend TED YOHO, and
my dear friend JIM JORDAN—did an ex-
traordinary job of laying out why we
simply have to show that this House
has standards, that Congress has rules,
and you can only thumb your nose so
far. You can only lie and defraud and,
in some ways, be incompetent before
there has to be an impeachment.

And with regard to the head of the
Internal Revenue Service, the case has
been made very effectively in the prior
Special Order. So I want to add on to
that by reference to this article from
the Washington Examiner entitled,
“IRS Chief:”’—basically, the IRS chief
is saying this; this is the headline—
““Agency Encourages Illegal Immigrant
Theft of Social Security Numbers to
File Tax Returns.”
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It is by Rudy Takala, dated April 12.

It says, ‘“The IRS is struggling to en-
sure that illegal immigrants are able
to illegally use Social Security num-
bers for legitimate purposes, the agen-
cy’s head told senators on Tuesday,
without allowing the numbers to be
used for ‘bad’ reasons.”

Now, that is the IRS director’s rea-
soning. It is okay for someone illegally
in the United States to be engaged in
identity theft.

This is the IRS director that has pre-
sided over the massive manipulation of
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the Internal Revenue Service as a tool
of this administration and the Demo-
cratic political party back in 2012 to
prevent conservative groups, groups
whose one foundational basis was the
Constitution as written, groups who
believed that people should follow the
law.

This director’s IRS targeted such
people and, in some cases, kept them
from getting a tax ID number and a
verification that they could raise
money. They Kkept them from partici-
pating in the 2012 election because
President Obama was up for reelection,
of course.

And now he has the gall to go before
a Senate committee and testify that it
is okay for someone illegally in this
country that is involved in identity
theft to use fraudulently someone
else’s Social Security number as long
as it is not for a bad purpose.

If there has ever been a good reason
to remove a department head, it cer-
tainly exists with the IRS Commis-
sioner John Koskinen.

The article goes on and says that he
made the statement in response to a
question from Senator DAN COATS, a
Republican from Indiana, during a ses-
sion of the Senate Finance Committee
about why the IRS appears to be col-
laborating with taxpayers who file tax
returns using fraudulent information.
Senator COATS said that his staff had
discovered the practice after looking
into agency procedures.

This is Senator COATS being quoted:
“What we learned is that . . . the IRS
continues to process tax returns with
false W-2 information and issue refunds
as if they were routine tax returns, and
say that’s not really our job. We also
learned the IRS ignores notifications
from the Social Security Administra-
tion that a name does not match a So-
cial Security number, and you use your
own system to determine whether a
number is valid.”

He is talking about the IRS.

So if we are just talking about strict-
ly the issue of competence and not
even getting into lies, fraud, deception,
violating court orders, violating con-
gressional orders, violating his own de-
partment directives—if we are just
talking about an issue of competence
and the Internal Revenue Service uti-
lizes Social Security numbers in order
to determine whose tax return is being
filed and processed and he has the un-
mitigated gall to say: Now, when the
Social Security Administration that
issues these numbers tells us that per-
son is filing a tax return and the infor-
mation that they have given the IRS is
false, it is fraudulent, it is not their
number, it is not their tax return, it is
not their tax information, the head of
the IRS, Mr. Koskinen, says: We don’t
trust the Social Security number—that
is basically what he is saying—we don’t
trust the Social Security Administra-
tion on whether or not it is a valid So-
cial Security number when they tell us
it is clearly not a number that belongs
to the person that is filing that return.
We go by our own information.
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Now, how in the world could the In-
ternal Revenue Service have more
valid information about a taxpayer’s
Social Security number than the So-
cial Security Administration that
issued the number, maintains the num-
ber, and updates their records regard-
ing who is using that number?

Giving the benefit of the doubt,
maybe it is not incompetence. Maybe
it is just so much unbridled arrogance
that he honestly believes that nobody
can be right except his department be-
cause he is the head of it.

The article goes on: ‘‘Asked to ex-
plain those practices, Koskinen replied,
‘What happens in these situations is
someone is using a Social Security
number to get a job, but they’re filing
their tax return with their [taxpayer
identification number].” ‘What that
means,” he said, ‘is that they are un-
documented aliens . . . They’re paying
taxes. It is in everybody’s interest to
have them pay the taxes they owe.’

‘““‘As long as the information is being
used only to fraudulently obtain jobs,’
Koskinen said, ‘rather than to claim
false tax returns, the agency has an in-
terest in helping them. The question is
whether the Social Security number
they’re using to get the job has been
stolen. It’s not the normal identity
theft situation,’ he said.

“The comments came in the broader
context of a hearing on cybersecurity
in the agency. About 464,000 illegally
obtained Social Security numbers were
targeted by hackers in a February
cyber breach of the agency, while infor-
mation on 330,000 taxpayers was stolen
in an unrelated breach last year.”

Koskinen ‘‘added that the agency
wanted to differentiate that ‘bad’ mis-
use of personal data from other uses.
‘There are questions about whether
there’s a way we could simply advise
people . . . A lot of the time those So-
cial Security numbers are borrowed
from friends and acquaintances and
they know they’ve been used, other
times they don’t.””

So, apparently, people at the IRS,
like Lois Lerner, don’t mind violating
the law, don’t mind violating their
oath, don’t mind violating the very in-
structions for doing their jobs, and
don’t mind people—apparently,
Koskinen doesn’t—mind people that
have violated the law to come into this
country and have violated the law by
possessing and using a stolen Social
Security number without regard to
whether they actually stole it them-
selves. No problem there as long as
they are using it, apparently, to pay
taxes.

What he doesn’t say is that what
these returns normally do—from what
I can glean, they are not using fraudu-
lent Social Security numbers to say:
IRS, we want to pay more taxes into
the U.S. Treasury. So just look the
other way while we use a fraudulent or
a stolen identity, a stolen Social Secu-
rity number. Just look the other way
because we are going to send you some
more money.



H1734

Isn’t that wonderful? What gratuity.
What a wonderful spirit that someone
would break our laws to come into this
country, then steal somebody’s Social
Security number, and then be so gra-
cious as to say: Now, I am filing my
tax return because I want you to know
I want to pay more taxes fraudulently
in somebody else’s name.

That is normally not why somebody
would file a tax return at the end of
the year using a stolen Social Security
number.

No. Normally, you would file that to
get money back from the government.
You violated all kinds of laws. So why
not violate one more to get a nice
check back from the government?

Is it too much of a stretch to think
that perhaps, if somebody will violate
the laws of the United States to come
into the United States, they will refuse
to comply—like millions of American
immigrants have that, thank God, have
wanted to come into America, have
made America better, have come in
and followed the law—no. These want
to come in illegally and use stolen So-
cial Security numbers.

Again, is it too much to think, per-
haps, if they are willing to perjure
themselves using a stolen Social Secu-
rity number, willing to file a fraudu-
lent tax return that is not really theirs
or the name or number on it is not
theirs so that they are guilty of per-
jury, they are guilty of Internal Rev-
enue fraud—is it too much to think
they might just be willing to claim
some exemptions and to claim some
tax credits that they are not really
owed so that they get a big old check
back from the Federal Government?
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I mean, why not ask for a big tax re-
turn, tax refund from your return after
you have already violated so many
laws of the United States? Yet the man
whose oath of office should have had
him rooting out stolen Social Security
numbers and making sure taxpayers
are not defrauding the U.S. Govern-
ment, that they are not getting refunds
back they are not owed, couldn’t he go
ahead and do that and protect Ameri-
cans from identity theft? No, appar-
ently not.

So Americans aren’t protected. Their
information clearly has not been ade-
quately protected with the Internal
Revenue Service under Koskinen’s con-
trol. So Americans are at risk, espe-
cially if they are law-abiding and want
to keep their information protected,
because we have a head of the IRS that
thinks it is okay if you are illegally in
the country and filing fraudulent tax
returns and using stolen identities, it
is okay if you are simply trying to file
your tax return. But, of course, how
many of them really are getting re-
funds? That is why they are filing the
fraudulent return using a stolen Social
Security number.

Well, I know, having handled thou-
sands of felony cases in Texas that
came through my court and having no-
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ticed over the years that juries feel the
same way, if you will lie repeatedly or
break laws of moral turpitude repeat-
edly, isn’t it just kind of fundamental
that you might be willing to lie in
order to get some money back? Juries
thought so, repeatedly. I thought so in
numerous cases.

As we know from the rules of evi-
dence—it should also apply to life, and
it should apply to government inves-
tigations—that rule is credibility is al-
ways an issue. If somebody would use a
stolen Social Security number or com-
mit perjury in filing a tax return, pro-
vide fraudulent information, they
might just be willing to put in a num-
ber, too, that is also fraudulent in
order to get that big check from the
United States taxpayers that actually
worked and didn’t steal anybody’s So-
cial Security number.

Is it any wonder why the American
people are so stirred up against what is
perceived as an establishment involv-
ing both parties in Washington, D.C.,
when we have this kind of contempt for
honesty and honor and following the
law and for tax returns and tax refunds
from a man that is head of the IRS
that needs to be impeached and re-
moved from office?

I applaud my friends for making the
case they did. They didn’t touch on
this particular area, but it really
brings the gavel down. As litigants
often said in front of me as a judge, ‘‘I
rest my case.” Mr. Koskinen needs to
go.
Now, in talking about immigrants
who have come in illegally, we have an
article from CNS News, Terence Jef-
frey, this month: ‘“Obama Claims
Power to Make Illegal Immigrants Eli-
gible for Social Security, Disability.”
The article asked the question: ‘‘Does
the President of the United States have
the power to unilaterally tell millions
of individuals who are violating Fed-
eral law that he will not enforce that
law against them now, that they may
continue to violate that law in the fu-
ture, and that he will take action that
makes them eligible for Federal benefit
programs for which they are not cur-
rently eligible due to their unlawful
status?”’

I recall sitting right back there on
the aisle, my friend JOE WILSON was
sitting right over in the middle of this
section over here, and the President
was standing at this second level here,
because that is where non-Members of
the House have to stand to address this
body if they are invited, as he was. He
made statements about how his bill
would not provide health insurance or
healthcare provisions for people that
were illegally here for abortion. My
friend JOE WILSON just erupted—such a
righteous man, he couldn’t contain
himself—and yelled out, ‘“You lie.”

Now, we have House rules—and I
know every time I bring this up or talk
about this House rule against my
friends in the Parliamentarian’s office,
paying real close attention to make
sure I don’t violate the rule myself,
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well, they start listening very care-
fully. Well, they always listen care-
fully, but even more carefully.

But in talking hypotheticals, if a
President or someone speaking offi-
cially in this House to either the House
or a joint session makes a statement—
and I am talking hypothetically. I am
not saying the President did because I
know that would violate the rule. But
hypothetically, if he made a statement
that is a bald-faced lie and somebody
points out that it is a lie and it turns
out the person that said it is a lie is 100
percent right, it makes you wonder
about the propriety of the rule if the
rule says somebody is lying and some-
body else points it out, and the one
that points it out is at fault.

We do get into some tricky issues
when it comes to areas of impeachment
because it is real hard to make a case
for impeachment if you can’t talk
about somebody that is in a position of
authority in the Federal Government
having violated the law in order to jus-
tify the term of high crimes and mis-
demeanors. So it gets kind of delicate
in here at times trying to figure these
things out.

But regardless of whether anybody
thinks the President lied or told the
truth, I am not getting into that be-
cause I don’t want to violate the House
rule while I am trying to make my
point. But here in this room, the Presi-
dent said basically people who are ille-
gally here, they are not going to get
the health insurance and not going to
pay for abortion.

Well, we know not only is it paying
for abortion, but this administration
will actually go to court and come
after the Little Sisters of the Poor,
these precious nuns who committed
their lives to helping people less fortu-
nate, basically a vow of poverty. They
don’t live lavishly. Their lives, like
Mother Teresa’s, are intended to better
other people’s lives.

And this administration decides it is
not the people that are violating our
laws of immigration that they are
going to come after, it is not people
that steal Social Security numbers to
use them to get refunds fraudulently
from the American taxpayers, they
want to litigate with the Little Sisters
of the Poor. They want to litigate with
Christians devoted to helping others
but who believe with deeply held reli-
gious beliefs like so many of our
Founders had, like the Founders of
Harvard and Yale had when they re-
quired students basically to take a
pledge of allegiance that the most im-
portant aspect of life is living for Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. And you
g0 back and look at those oaths.

But not this administration. To
them, it is more important to go after
some precious, sacred, caring nuns who
say: We will do anything, we will lay
down our lives for others, but you can’t
ask us to take actions that will provide
for abortions because we deeply reli-
giously believe that violates our Bib-
lically-based beliefs, so please.
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No. This administration will meet
them at the Supreme Court and de-
mand these nuns give up their religious
convictions, give up what they have
dedicated their lives to stand for. Why?
Because to them an abortion is more
important.

As I am running out of time, I want
to also call attention today to some-
thing that became very important to
me, having visited Nigeria to visit with
a couple of dozen or so moms of daugh-
ters who were Kkidnapped by Boko
Haram, basically shedding my State
Department protection so I could go 2
or 3 hours to meet with them because
they wouldn’t initially come into the
city to do that, having prayed with
them and their pastor, wept with them
and a few girls that were able to es-
cape.

It was 2 years ago tonight that 276
schoolgirls were kidnapped by radical
Islamists not because they were girls
on this occasion. They do believe girls
are inferior. They can’t bring them-
selves to accept what we here know: we
are equal in God’s eyes. In some ways,
ladies are superior, but not to Boko
Haram, not to radical Islamists. They
are basically property. The school was
not attacked because they were girls. I
asked that. No, they can’t stand girls.
They see them as property, something
to be raped and traded into sex slavery.
But the reason they attacked the
school is because it is a Christian
school.

Having talked to leaders there, reli-
gious leaders, and learning that our ad-
ministration not only has done nothing
significant to help them get their girls
back other than launch a campaign
based on #bringbackourgirls, but we
haven’t given them the information
they need to get the girls released. We
don’t have to send troops, put boots on
the ground.
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There are things we could do to help
them; but according to the information
we have gotten, this administration
says: Well, if you want our help in get-
ting these precious girls released, you
are going to have to start to change
your law and allow for gay marriage.
Also, you are going to have to start
paying for abortions.

As a Catholic bishop in Nigeria said:
Our religious beliefs are not for sale to
President Obama or to anybody else.

God bless him. God strengthen him.

Our tribute goes to those families.
We need to do more to help them. Two
years ago today, that horrible thing oc-
curred.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. PAYNE (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today and April 15 on ac-
count of official business.
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SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the
following titles:

S. 483. An act to improve enforcement ef-
forts related to prescription drug diversion
and abuse, and for other purposes.

S. 2512. An act to expand the tropical dis-
ease product priority review voucher pro-
gram to encourage treatments for Zika
virus.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 46 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, April 15, 2016, at 9 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5040. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, CMCS, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Medicaid Program; Dead-
line for Access Monitoring Review Plan Sub-
missions [CMS-2328-F2] (RIN: 0938-AS89) re-
ceived April 11, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

5041. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting two reports entitled ‘“U.S. As-
sistance for Palestinian Security Forces”
and ‘‘Benchmarks for Palestinian Security
Assistance Funds’’, pursuant to Public Law
113-235; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5042. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the annual report pursuant to
Sec. 2(9) of the Senate’s Resolution of Advice
and Consent to the Treaty with the United
Kingdom Concerning Defense Trade Coopera-
tion (Treaty Doc. 110-07); to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

5043. A letter from the Special Counsel,
U.S. Office of Special Counsel, transmitting
the FY 2015 No FEAR Act report, pursuant
to Public Law 107-174, 203(a); (116 Stat. 569);
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

5044. A letter from the Director, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting the FY 2014 annual report
on reasonably identifiable expenditures by
Federal and State agencies for the conserva-
tion of endangered or threatened species,
pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 1544; Public Law 93-205,
Sec. 18 (as added by Public Law 100-478, Sec.
1012); (102 Stat. 2314); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

—————————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. McCAUL: Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. H.R. 4785. A bill to amend the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 to direct the Under
Secretary for Management of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to make certain
improvements in managing the Depart-
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ment’s vehicle fleet, and for other purposes;
with an amendment (Rept. 114-494). Referred
to the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

———————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. WALBERG:

H.R. 4936. A bill to provide assistance to
small businesses; to the Committee on Ways
and Means, and in addition to the Commit-
tees on Oversight and Government Reform,
Small Business, Education and the Work-
force, and the Judiciary, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. DENHAM (for himself, Mr.
CAPUANO, Mr. SHUSTER, and Mr.
DEFAZIO):

H.R. 4937. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to reauthorize pipeline safety
programs and enhance pipeline safety, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, and in
addition to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. ROSKAM (for himself, Mr.
KIND, Mr. CONAWAY, Mr.
BUTTERFIELD, Mr. ToM PRICE of Geor-
gia, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. MCHENRY, Mr.
BOUSTANY, Mr. TIBERI, Mr. REICHERT,
Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr. RANGEL, Mr.
NEAL, Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania,
Mrs. BLACK, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. PAUL-
SEN, Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut,
Mr. PASCRELL, Ms. JENKINS of Kan-
sas, Mr. RENACCI, Mr. MARCHANT, Mr.
CRENSHAW, Ms. FOXX, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr.
KINZINGER of Illinois, Mr. SMITH of
Washington, Mr. COHEN, Ms. JUDY
CHU of California, Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr.
HUDSON, Mr. WHITFIELD, Mr. DUNCAN
of South Carolina, Mr. GUTHRIE, Mr.
HUIZENGA of Michigan, Mr.
MULVANEY, Mr. WOMACK, Mr. HOLD-
ING, Mr. COLE, Ms. ESHOO, Mr.
PITTENGER, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr.
BEYER, Mr. KILMER, Mr. ROE of Ten-
nessee, Mr. HIMES, Ms. ROYBAL-
ALLARD, Mr. THOMPSON of California,
Mr. HULTGREN, Mr. Ross, Mr. WILSON
of South Carolina, Mr. FINCHER, Mr.
CRAWFORD, Mr. PoLIS, Mr. BURGESS,
Mr. AMODEI, Mrs. COMSTOCK, Mr.
LATTA, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. RUSH, Mr.
COLLINS of New York, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, and Mr. DIAZ-BALART):

H.R. 4938. A bill to make permanent the In-
ternal Revenue Service Free File program;
to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. ENGEL (for himself and Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN):

H.R. 4939. A bill to increase engagement
with the governments of the Caribbean re-
gion, the Caribbean diaspora community in
the United States, and the private sector and
civil society in both the United States and
the Caribbean, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York:

H.R. 4940. A Dbill to direct the Director of
National Intelligence to establish an inte-
gration cell to monitor and enforce the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action, and for other
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