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wasn’t. H.R. 4326 corrects this glaring 
loophole. The bill also spells out the 
role of the Office of Small and Dis-
advantaged Business Utilization, a 
much-needed clarification. 

I encourage all Members to support 
this outstanding, bipartisan piece of 
legislation. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

In closing, last year, we saw the gov-
ernment achieve record high percent-
ages of dollars awarded to small busi-
ness. Unfortunately, these numbers 
have been called into question due to 
allegations of fraud, waste, and abuse 
at the VA. 

Ultimately, we do not know the total 
value of small business contracts at 
the VA, but estimates suggest that 
small businesses lost out between $2.8 
billion and $3.7 billion of contracts as a 
result of personnel using their pur-
chase cards. If this is true, it is a fail-
ure not just of the VA, but of the pro-
curement system more broadly. 

Time and time again, we are pre-
sented with similar allegations in 
which opportunities were improperly 
diverted away from those that they 
were intended to reach. Every time 
this happens, a deserving small busi-
ness loses out on revenue that could 
help create jobs in local communities. 
The truth is that we need more over-
sight, and H.R. 4326 will provide it. 

Before I yield back, I want to thank 
Ms. ADAMS for her efforts and the ef-
forts of all of the members of the com-
mittee to work in a bipartisan manner 
to help small businesses gain access to 
the Federal marketplace. 

I also would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank Chairman CHABOT for 
his leadership on these matters, as well 
as other legislation that has passed out 
of the committee. I am happy to be 
working with him again to ensure that 
small businesses get the help they need 
to grow and continue to create jobs for 
our communities. 

I also would like to add a thank you 
note to the staff on the majority, 
Emily Murphy, and on the minority, 
Eminence Griffin. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
In closing, allowing service-disabled 

veterans access to small business advo-
cates in Federal agencies is simply 
common sense. Allowing those advo-
cates the tools necessary to detect 
fraud is good government. 

This bill deserves the support of the 
House. I want to thank Mr. HARDY of 
Nevada for his leadership, Mr. COFFMAN 
of Colorado, Ms. ADAMS of North Caro-
lina, and, as always, the ranking mem-
ber, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, for her leadership 
in this matter and all the other bills 
we had today. I urge passage of H.R. 
4326. 

I also want to thank the Speaker pro 
tempore for his time this afternoon. I 
particularly enjoyed his pronunciation 
of the great State of Ohio. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 4326. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

BLOCKING PROPERTY AND SUS-
PENDING ENTRY INTO THE 
UNITED STATES OF PERSONS 
CONTRIBUTING TO THE SITUA-
TION IN LIBYA—MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 114–124) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
MCSALLY) laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of 
the United States; which was read and, 
together with the accompanying pa-
pers, referred to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Pursuant to the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), I hereby report 
that I have issued an Executive Order 
(the ‘‘order’’) expanding the scope of 
the national emergency declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13566 of February 25, 2011, 
with respect to the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity and foreign policy of the United 
States posed by the situation in Libya. 

In the order, I find that the ongoing 
violence in Libya, including attacks by 
armed groups against Libyan state fa-
cilities, foreign missions in Libya, and 
critical infrastructure, as well as 
human rights abuses, violations of the 
arms embargo imposed by United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 1970 
(2011), and misappropriation of Libya’s 
natural resources threaten the peace, 
security, stability, sovereignty, demo-
cratic transition, and territorial integ-
rity of Libya, and thereby constitute 
an unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign pol-
icy of the United States. The order 
blocks the property and interests in 
property of persons determined by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State: 

∑ to be responsible for or complicit 
in, or to have engaged in, directly or 
indirectly, any of the following: 

» actions or policies that threaten 
the peace, security, or stability of 
Libya, including through the supply of 
arms or related materiel; 

» actions or policies that obstruct, 
undermine, delay, or impede, or pose a 
significant risk of obstructing, under-
mining, delaying, or impeding, the 
adoption of or political transition to a 
Government of National Accord or a 
successor government; 

» actions that may lead to or result 
in the misappropriation of state assets 
of Libya; or 

» threatening or coercing Libyan 
state financial institutions or the Lib-
yan National Oil Company; 

∑ to be planning, directing, or com-
mitting or to have planned, directed, or 
committed, attacks against any Liby-
an state facility or installation (in-
cluding oil facilities), against any air, 
land, or sea port in Libya, or against 
any foreign mission in Libya; 

∑ to be involved in, or to have been 
involved in, the targeting of civilians 
through the commission of acts of vio-
lence, abduction, forced displacement, 
or attacks on schools, hospitals, reli-
gious sites, or locations where civilians 
are seeking refuge, or through conduct 
that would constitute a serious abuse 
or violation of human rights or a viola-
tion of international humanitarian 
law; 

∑ to be involved in, or to have been 
involved in, the illicit exploitation of 
crude oil or any other natural re-
sources in Libya, including the illicit 
production, refining, brokering, sale, 
purchase, or export of Libyan oil; 

∑ to be a leader of an entity that has, 
or whose members have, engaged in 
any activity described above; 

∑ to have materially assisted, spon-
sored, or provided financial, material, 
logistical, or technological support for, 
or goods or services in support of any 
of the activities described above or any 
person whose property and interests in 
property are blocked pursuant to the 
order; or 

∑ to be owned or controlled by, or to 
have acted or purported to act for or on 
behalf of, any person whose property 
and interests in property are blocked 
pursuant to the order. 

In addition, the order suspends entry 
into the United States of any alien de-
termined to meet one or more of the 
above criteria. 

I have delegated to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, in consultation with the 
Secretary of State, the authority to 
take such actions, including the pro-
mulgation of rules and regulations, and 
to employ all powers granted to the 
President by IEEPA as may be nec-
essary to carry out the purposes of the 
order. All agencies of the United States 
Government are directed to take all 
appropriate measures within their au-
thority to carry out the provisions of 
the order. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Execu-
tive Order I have issued. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 19, 2016. 

f 

EARTH DAY AND THE PARIS 
CLIMATE AGREEMENT 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, the 
idea of Earth Day began as a single day 
for the Nation to focus on environ-
mental protection. Soon after the very 
first Earth Day in 1970, the phrase 
‘‘every day is Earth Day’’ became a 
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mantra among those who want to leave 
our planet in better shape than it was 
when we got here. 

On Earth Day 2016, I am proud to 
note that the landmark Paris Climate 
Agreement is scheduled to be signed by 
more than 150 nations, including the 
world’s biggest polluters: China, Brazil, 
and the United States. The quickest, 
most direct way we are making every 
day Earth Day, this Friday, is by im-
plementing the largest international 
agreement the world has ever known. 

Earth Day isn’t just about the envi-
ronment. It is about the people who in-
habit it. It is about the air we breath, 
the water we drink, and the food we 
eat. 

The Paris Agreement is already 
working, setting the foundation for an 
historic reduction in greenhouse gases, 
and paving the way to a thriving, clean 
global economy. Here at home, it is 
also about creating new jobs and em-
powering the private sector to once 
again harness that uniquely American 
brand on innovation to lead the global 
marketplace. 

We may celebrate it once a year, but 
Earth Day truly is every day. That is a 
promise that is as important today as 
it was 46 years ago. And 46 years later, 
we are making Earth Day every day 
with the Paris Climate Agreement. 

f 

b 1600 

UNITED STATES V. TEXAS 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I rise to talk 
about families. 

Yesterday, the Supreme Court heard 
oral arguments on DACA and DAPA. I 
challenge anyone to look at the chil-
dren who were protesting in front of 
the Supreme Court yesterday and not 
feel an urgency to protect them and 
their families. 

Our unjust and broken immigration 
system has forced millions of families 
to live in the shadows. Where is our 
compassion? 

Immigrants, regardless of legal sta-
tus, deserve justice and dignity. We are 
a Nation of immigrants. Uniting and 
keeping our families together is an in-
tegral American value. We should be 
protecting the stability of our hard-
working immigrant families instead of 
tearing them apart. 

Comprehensive immigration reform 
is the moral imperative of our time, 
and I urge this Congress to pass it. 

f 

EARTH DAY 

(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker, 
this coming Friday, April 22, is Earth 
Day. 

I had the pleasure this morning to be 
at Masonville Cove in Baltimore. This 
is the first national wildlife urban ref-
uge that was established in the coun-
try. I was there with a class of young 
people—high school students from Ben-
jamin Franklin High School—who are 
learning science in the classroom but 
then are taking that knowledge out-
doors and are connecting to nature. 

I am very excited that recently, when 
we passed the new reauthorization of 
the Federal Education Act, we embed-
ded in it environmental education, 
which is now going to allow nonprofits, 
local school districts, and others to 
apply for competitive grant funding 
from the U.S. Department of Education 
to support environmental education 
and outdoor activities all across this 
country. 

The excitement these young people 
have today shows that our planet is in 
good hands. 

f 

OBSTRUCTION OF JUDGE MERRICK 
GARLAND’S APPOINTMENT TO 
THE UNITED STATES SUPREME 
COURT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. CONYERS) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent for all Mem-
bers to have 5 legislative days in which 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
to include extraneous material on the 
subject of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I 

rise to implore the Senate to fulfill its 
responsibility and give fair consider-
ation to President Obama’s nomination 
of Judge Merrick Garland to the Su-
preme Court. 

During my tenure in this honorable 
body, I have witnessed no comparable 
examples of partisan politics and com-
plete obstructionism with respect to 
the consideration of a Supreme Court 
nominee. 

I introduced H. Res. 661, together 
with my Democratic colleagues on the 
House Judiciary Committee. This reso-
lution calls on the Senate to hold hear-
ings and an up-or-down vote on the 
President’s nomination of Judge Gar-
land. The Senate majority’s flat-out re-
fusal to consider President Obama’s 
nominee, regardless of the nominee’s 
qualifications, is historically unprece-
dented and is part of a longstanding 
pattern of disrespect shown to this ad-
ministration in particular. Our Con-
stitution relies on a system of checks 
and balances; yet the Senate major-
ity’s continued stonewalling of the 
President’s nominee threatens to 
throw the system into an imbalance. 

The President, of course, has the con-
stitutional authority and obligation to 

appoint Justices to the Supreme Court, 
pursuant to Article II, section 2, and he 
has fulfilled his duty with his nomina-
tion of Judge Garland. The Senate has 
both the authority and the duty to pro-
vide advice and consent on the Presi-
dent’s nominee; yet the Senate has, 
thus far, refused to do its job, which is 
simply unacceptable. 

It is clear the Constitution requires 
that both the President and the Senate 
fulfill their respective roles in the Su-
preme Court nomination process in 
order for the Supreme Court to be able 
to fully perform its constitutional role. 
Otherwise, what is to stop the Senate 
from grinding the Court—a coequal 
branch of government, I remind you— 
to a halt by simply refusing to consider 
any nominees to fill any vacancies on 
the Court? 

There is no merit to their argument 
that we have to wait until we elect a 
new President. After all, the American 
people twice elected President Obama 
to fulfill the duties of President, in-
cluding the duty to appoint Supreme 
Court Justices. A strong and inde-
pendent judiciary is a prerequisite for a 
strong democracy. This remains as 
true in the last year of a Presidency as 
it does in the first. Moreover, there is 
ample precedent for Presidents nomi-
nating and the Senate confirming Su-
preme Court nominees in a Presi-
dential election year. For example, in 
1988, during the last full year of Ronald 
Reagan’s Presidency, the Democratic- 
controlled Senate confirmed the nomi-
nation of Justice Anthony Kennedy by 
President Reagan by a vote of 97–0. 

There are 9 months left in President 
Obama’s term. The President has nomi-
nated an eminently qualified jurist in 
Judge Garland, and the Senate has 
more than enough time to consider and 
vote on his nomination. It is vital that 
the Supreme Court have a full com-
plement of Justices so that the critical 
constitutional and legal questions be-
fore the Court can be given the full at-
tention they need. Already, we have 
seen a number of 4–4 decisions that 
have left much uncertainty in place for 
the lower courts, for the litigants, and 
for Americans generally. 

The Senate should do its job: comply 
with regular order, hold hearings on 
Judge Garland’s nomination, and then 
have an up-or-down vote on the nomi-
nation. 

Now it is with great pleasure that I 
yield to the gentleman from Maryland, 
Mr. STENY HOYER, the distinguished 
minority whip. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding and for his distinguished 
service. 

Madam Speaker, I want to begin by 
expressing my appreciation to the 
ranking member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee for leading today’s Special 
Order on the important issue of the va-
cancy on the Supreme Court and the 
Senate Republicans’ unprecedented ob-
struction of the President’s nominee. 

That nominee, of course, is Judge 
Merrick Garland of the U.S. Circuit 
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