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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, just 5 years ago, South Caro-
lina veterans struggled to find a job,
facing an unemployment rate of over 20
percent. Today, veteran unemployment
has dropped to just 4.4 percent, one of
the lowest in the country. Veterans
have unique training, education, and
experiences that are valuable to any
workplace.

Last month I hosted the fourth an-
nual Veteran Resource Fairs in the
Midlands and the Aiken/Barnwell com-
munities. These resource fairs bring to-
gether over 40 agencies and employers
to help returned veterans find a job.

I was grateful to partner with Oper-
ation Palmetto Employment under the
leadership of Program Director Elisa
Edwards, the South Carolina Army Na-
tional Guard with Colonel Ronnie Tay-
lor, Shannon Banks, Fred Pasley, led
by Adjutant General Bob Livingston,
and the Department of Employment
and Workforce directed by Cheryl
Stanton.

I appreciate the work of the commu-
nity leaders; the National Federation
of Independent Business, NFIB; and the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce for their
work promoting efforts to hire vet-
erans. I believe that we should assist
those who defend our freedoms to be a
top priority.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President by his actions
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

———
VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute.)

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, Col-
umbine, Colorado, April 20, 1999:
William ‘‘Dave’ Sanders, 47 years

old;
Isaiah Shoels, 18 years old;
Lauren Townsend, 18 years old;
Cassie Bernall, 17 years old;
Cory Depooter, 17 years old;
Rachel Scott, 17 years old;
John Tomlin, 16 years old;
Kyle Velazquez, 16 years old;
Mathew Kechter, 16 years old;
Kelly Fleming, 16 years old;
Daniel Rohrbough, 15 years old;
Daniel Mauser, 15 years old;
Steven Curnow, 14 years old.

———

CONGRATULATING DANIEL DENNIS

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the achievements of Dan-
iel Dennis.

Just this past week, Daniel earned
the right to represent the TUnited
States in the 2016 Olympic Games being
held in Rio as a member of the United
States Wrestling Team. He is one of
only six wrestlers who were selected.

Throughout his career, Daniel has
stood out as a rare talent in the sport.
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While he attended Grant Township
High School in Fox Lake, Illinois, Dan-
iel set the school record for career
wins, technical defaults, and most
team points.

Daniel built upon that success while
wrestling at the University of Iowa,
where he was a two-time All-American
and placed second at the NCAA cham-
pionships.

Congratulations to Daniel on being
named to the Olympic Wrestling Team.
We wish you good luck as you take
your talents to the international stage.
We are all rooting for you to bring
home the gold to Illinois’ 10th Congres-
sional District.

————————

DAPA AND SOPHIE

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, you might
recognize this image. This is a photo of
Sophie Cruz, my 6-year-old constituent
from South Gate, California, who made
headlines when she ran through the
barricades to meet Pope Francis last
year.

Sophie is one of 5 million children
who is an American citizen but whose
parents are undocumented and face de-
portation. She asked Pope Francis to
support DAPA, a program which could
prevent her family from being sepa-
rated.

On Monday, DAPA was deliberated in
the Supreme Court, and now the fate of
millions of children like Sophie and
their families is in the hands of the
Justices.

Sophie was in D.C. on Monday ready
to tell her story. She rallied a crowd of
hundreds of people on the Supreme
Court steps and asked the Justices to
think about her family.

I could not be more proud of Sophie.
But a 6-year-old girl, however coura-
geous she may be, should not have to
come all the way to Washington, D.C.,
to advocate for fixing the broken im-
migration system. That is our job.

The Supreme Court should unfreeze
DAPA—but we in Congress need to fi-
nally pass comprehensive immigration
reform—for Sophie and for millions of
children she represents.

———

LOUISIANA IS STILL FEELING THE
IMPACTS OF DEEPWATER HORI-
ZON

(Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, 6 years ago on April 20, 2010,
the Deepwater Horizon exploded and
resulted in the loss of 11 lives, destroy-
ing or disrupting many families, busi-
nesses, restaurants, and livelihoods of
south Louisiana, which is known as the
Sportsman’s Paradise, profoundly im-
pacting recreational and commercial
fishing and oiling in my home State of
Louisiana, over 600 miles of what is
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known as one of the most productive
ecosystems on the North American
continent.

Mr. Speaker, since that time, count-
less hours have been invested by State,
local, and Federal employees trying to
help restore and recover the Gulf. It re-
sulted in one of the largest settle-
ments, in fact, the largest settlement,
from a single company in United
States history.

Mr. Speaker, during the height of
that disaster, we heard the administra-
tion, the President and others talking
about the importance of this produc-
tive ecosystem. Yet, since that time,
we have seen nothing but Federal ac-
tions to take funds away from restor-
ing and protecting coastal Louisiana.

Mr. Speaker, we are asking the ad-
ministration to remain consistent and
to honor those lives that were lost and
to honor the coast of Louisiana.

———

EARTH DAY

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, this
Friday, April 22, is Earth Day, a time
to remember our responsibility to be
good stewards of this planet and our
urgent responsibility to respond to
global climate change.

Ninety-seven percent of climate sci-
entists agree that human activity is
causing global warming. The evidence
is all around us. The last 11 months
have been the hottest such months on
record. Sea levels have risen more than
half a foot in the last century. Glaciers
around the world are in retreat.

We cannot afford to ignore this any
longer. It is critical that Congress take
up legislation to address the dangers of
climate change and to reduce green-
house gas emissions.

We have to end the subsidies to Big
0Oil companies, take up the Clean Ocean
and Safe Tourism Anti-Drilling Act,
which my colleague, Mr. PALLONE, has
introduced, take up H.R. 1814 to perma-
nently reauthorize the Land and Con-
servation Fund, and work together to
respond to this urgent challenge.

History will not judge this Chamber
kindly if we fail to act. All of us have
a responsibility to address the threat
of climate change before it is too late.

———————

THANKING STEVE BEGNOCHE FOR
HIS SERVICE

(Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise to thank Steve
Begnoche for his service to the city of
Ludington, Mason County, and the Sec-
ond Congressional District in Michi-

gan.
Last Thursday, Steve hung up his hat
as the managing editor of the

Ludington Daily News. For the past 29
years, Steve served the Ludington com-
munity with the type of journalistic
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integrity that all residents should ex-
pect from their newspapers.

As a newsman, Steve challenged the
status quo while giving all sides a fair
shake. Steve also played a vital role as
a journalist on the national stage by
reporting how economically important
the S. S. Badger, the last of the Great
Lakes ferries, was not only for
Ludington, but also for the entire
State of Michigan, the Great Lakes,
and even Wisconsin.

Frankly, they don’t make them like
Steve anymore.

Steve, thank you for your countless
hours of hard work to ensure residents
of northwest Michigan had accurate
and reliable reporting.

I hope you will be able to enjoy
spending time with your grandchildren
while still providing a thoughtful col-
umn for the Ludington Daily News now
and again. Thanks, my friend.

————

NEW JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE
REPORT ON GENDER PAY IN-
EQUALITY

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, last week I released
a new report by the Democratic staff of
the Joint Economic Committee about
the effects of the gender pay gap on
women and families in America. This
report on gender pay inequality is the
most comprehensive, up-to-date report
on the gender pay gap.

A typical woman working full time
and year-round is paid only 79 cents to
the male dollar. This adds up to a loss
of roughly $10,800 per year, and it com-
pounds over a lifetime to roughly a
half a million dollars in less pay than
a man because of the pay gap.

Over a lifetime, this jeopardizes a
woman’s retirement because the lower
pay results in a lower pension, lower
Social Security, lower savings, and
contributes to the fact that women
over 75 years of age are twice as likely
as their male counterparts to live in
poverty. Millions of women, children,
families, and husbands are hurt by un-
equal pay for equal work.

Let’s finally make equal pay a re-
ality by passing the Paycheck Fairness
Act and finally putting women into the
Constitution for equality.

————

YOUNG WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP
PROGRAM

(Ms. MCSALLY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, with
education and opportunity, women can
transform a society. This is true all
around the world, but especially in
America, where women still have un-
tapped potential.

As a society, we must do a better job
of showing girls they can be whatever
they want to be and making sure they
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have the opportunity to achieve their
fullest potential.

That is why, on June 11, my office
will hold southern Arizona’s first ever
Congressional Young Women’s Leader-
ship Program. This one-day event pro-
vides young women currently in high
school with the opportunity to meet
and interact with successful women
from southern Arizona who hold lead-
ership roles in a variety of fields.

Quite simply, this program is about
encouraging young women to be fear-
less, dream big, and let nothing stand
in their way.

The deadline for applications, which

can be found on my Web site,
mcsallyhouse.gov, is May 9.
I encourage high school girls

throughout the Second Congressional
District to take advantage of this
unique opportunity and apply at my
Web site.
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FUNDING FOR NATIONAL SCIENCE
FOUNDATION RESEARCH

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, as a
mathematician, it is my pleasure to
discuss recent developments in the
topic of prime numbers. Historically, it
was assumed that prime numbers were
randomly distributed in the sense that
any large section of consecutive inte-
gers would have an equal number of
primes ending in 1, 3, 7, and 9.

Prime numbers are used in gener-
ating pseudo random numbers, found in
all sorts of applications, and in some
methods of encryption. Heck, even the
lowly cicada insects only emerge after
a prime number of years to avoid regu-
larly appearing predators.

Recently, Dr. Soundararajan and Dr.
Lemke Oliver, both of Stanford Univer-
sity working under NSF funding, dis-
covered that consecutive prime num-
bers have preferences for the digits
they end in. For example, consecutive
primes don’t like having the same
digit, while primes ending in 9 prefer to
be followed by primes ending in 1. We
must provide funding to the National
Science Foundation to investigate this
and other important mathematical
questions.

————

CONGRATULATING MID-AMERICA
SCIENCE MUSEUM

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to congratulate Mid-Amer-
ica Science Museum in my hometown
of Hot Springs, Arkansas, for being
awarded the 2016 National Medal for
Museum and Library Service.

Mid-America has not only made a dif-
ference in the lives of local families,
but it has impacted generations of Ar-
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kansans. The museum’s focus on bring-
ing science education to the masses in
a fun way has made it a leader in the
State and Nation.

Mid-America’s recent expansion con-
tinues its mission, bringing science to
life for generations to come. The muse-
um’s 2016 national medal confirms
what we in Arkansas have known for
many year—that Mid-America is a
world-class museum, providing world-
class educational experience to Arkan-
sas’ next generation.

———

LET’S GET BACK TO DOING
AMERICA’S BUSINESS

(Mr. JEFFRIES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, when
House Republicans came to power, they
promised to effectively govern on be-
half of the American people. But in-
stead, over the last 5 years, House Re-
publicans have majored in obstruction,
minored in dysfunction, and pursued a
degree in legislative malpractice.

House Republicans are responsible
for painful sequestration cuts, respon-
sible for a 16-day government shutdown
that cost the American people $24 bil-
lion in lost economic productivity, re-
sponsible for constantly undermining
the full faith and credit of the United
States of America, and are now respon-
sible for the failure to deliver an on-
time budget.

The American people have had
enough. It is time to invest in trans-
portation and infrastructure, invest in
education and job training, invest in
technology and innovation, and aban-
don the reckless efforts of House Re-
publicans to obstruct any progress on
behalf of the American people. Let’s
get back to doing their business.

WAR ON DRUGS

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
just returned from the United Nations
where there is a special session on the
drug problems. This is a serious and
complex issue, but the war on drugs,
where we have spent over $1 trillion,
has been an abject failure.

Drugs are still readily plentiful in
the United States, the cost is down,
and we have caught hundreds of thou-
sands of innocent people in Latin
American countries in the crossfire.
Yet, the United States is on the side-
lines here. There are countries that are
stepping forward for reform, for harm
reduction, trying to deal with the
death penalty. Yet, the United States
is trying to balance out the reformers
of seeking a middle ground between
them and Iran and China and Russia.

That is not what the United States
should be doing. We should be involved
in reform. We should minimize the dan-
ger that is a result of misguided prac-
tice. We can deescalate this and make
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