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target and the subject of violence by
anti-abortion extremists. That physi-
cian was never contacted to volun-
tarily provide information before he re-
ceived a subpoena.

Seven: The select panel is dangerous.

Republicans are refusing to protect
confidentiality despite known risks
and tragedies, such as the murders of
three people at the Colorado Springs
Planned Parenthood women’s health
clinic. That murderer echoed the words
of our Republican chairman of the se-
lect committee.

The Kkiller used words like ‘‘no more
baby body parts.” Even after they
promised to protect confidentiality,
the committee said: We will not assure
that witnesses’ names or any of the
other names used in the deposition will
remain private.

Eight: The select panel is an abuse of

power.
Republicans are abusing congres-
sional subpoena power. The over-

whelming majority of their unilateral
subpoenas—30 of 36—have been sent
without any effort to obtain voluntary
compliance.

We should provide physicians, med-
ical researchers, and others with an op-
portunity for them to provide informa-
tion voluntarily. A subpoena should
not be the first contact they have with
Congress.

Nine: The
Democrats.

Republicans have consistently re-
fused to work with Democratic panel
members. They have refused to discuss
or to even give Democrats copies of
their unilateral subpoenas until after
they have been served, which is in vio-
lation of the House.

Ten: The select panel bullies wit-
nesses they don’t like.

It is time, Mr. Speaker, to end this
panel right now.

———

THANK YOU, SENATOR BROWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to thank Senator Dave
Brown for serving in the Minnesota
State Senate.

Senator Brown represents an area lo-
cated in Minnesota’s Sixth District,
and I have enjoyed working with him
on a variety of issues that are impor-
tant to our constituents.

Senator Brown has worked on policy
solutions in the fields related to com-
merce, education, and finance. How-
ever, his main area of expertise has
been in promoting Minnesota energy.

Our district is home to the Sherco
coal-fired power plant, which is respon-
sible for hundreds of jobs as well as the
abundance of energy it provides. Dur-
ing a time when Sherco’s future was
unclear and unstable, Senator Brown
was a voice of reason that helped many
to keep the plant open, allowing many
Minnesotans to keep their jobs.

Thank you, Dave, for the work you
have done for our community and for
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Minnesota. I will miss working with
you, but we wish you the best of luck
in your next endeavor.

THANK YOU, SENATOR PEDERSON

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to thank Senator John
Pederson for his dedicated service to
the St. Cloud area residents over the
past 6 years.

John Pederson was born and raised in
Minnesota’s Sixth Congressional Dis-
trict and first served on the St. Cloud
City Council in 2007. After 4 years on
the City Council, John ran and won his
seat in the Minnesota State Senate.

Throughout his time in the Min-
nesota legislature, Senator Pederson
has shown his expertise in a variety of
areas, but none more than in transpor-
tation. Like me, Senator Pederson un-
derstands that an intense focus on
transportation in Minnesota’s Sixth is
crucial to relieving congestion, im-
proving safety, increasing mobility,
and fostering economic development in
our State.

John, thank you for your time in
serving the people of our great State.

THANK YOU, SENATOR ORTMAN

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to thank Senator
Julianne Ortman for her years of dedi-
cated service in the Minnesota Senate.

Following her time in practicing law
and as a county commissioner,
Julianne Ortman was first elected to
the Minnesota Senate in 2002. Her tal-
ent quickly became apparent as she
rose to various leadership positions.

Senator Ortman served as an assist-
ant minority leader during the 2007-
2008 legislative session. During the
2011-2012 session, she served as deputy
majority leader and as chairwoman of
the Senate Tax Committee.

Of the many issues Senator Ortman
championed, taxes, transportation, ju-
diciary, and public safety were among
her highest priorities. During her time
as chairwoman of the Senate Tax Com-
mittee, the State government had a $5
billion deficit, which it eventually
managed to eliminate without raising
taxes on hardworking Minnesotans,
evidence of Senator Ortman’s strong
leadership.

Thank you, Julianne, for your serv-
ice and for all that you have done for
Minnesota. Thank you for your leader-
ship.

THANK YOU, SENATOR JOHNSON

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to thank Senator Alice
Johnson for her dedication and service
to the people of Minnesota.

Alice Johnson began her career as a
public servant in the Minnesota House
of Representatives in 1986. She served
for 14 years before taking a brief break
from the Minnesota legislature.

Alice again ran for office in 2012 and
has served in the Minnesota Senate for
the past 4 years, where she has served
as vice chair for both the Education Fi-
nance and Policy Committees. After an
incredible 18 years in public service,
Senator JOHNSON deserves her well-
earned retirement.
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Thank you, Alice, for the time you
have spent in working tirelessly on be-
half of Minnesotans and in working to
end the gridlock in politics. It is great-
ly appreciated.

THANK YOU, REPRESENTATIVE SANDERS

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to thank my friend,
Representative Tim Sanders, for the
incredible work that he has done while
serving in the Minnesota House of Rep-
resentatives.

Representative Sanders has served in
the legislature for four terms, during
which he has held various leadership
positions. In the 2014 election, he was
nominated to the position of assistant
majority leader and has also served as
chair of the Government Operations
and Elections Committee.

I got to know Tim personally during
my own time in the State legislature
and have an enormous amount of re-
spect for him. He has been a successful
and passionate legislator, proven by
the fact that a substantial number of
his bills have actually been signed into
law.

Thank you, Tim, for your service to
our community and to our State. I
know that you will continue to accom-
plish great things. I wish you nothing
but happiness as you spend more time
with Farrah and the kids.

——
O 1030
TAMMY LAMBERT’S STORY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. JENKINS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, West Virginians are strug-
gling right now. Our State’s unemploy-
ment rate is one of the highest in the
Nation. Our coal mines are closing, and
so are our schools and mom-and-pop
businesses throughout our State.

There is a lot of uncertainty. Fami-
lies are wondering how they will make
ends meet without our coal jobs.

Tammy Lambert is from Raleigh
County, and her family is one of those
who are worried about her family’s fu-
ture. Her son-in-law is considering
moving out of the State just to find
work; her daughter doesn’t know if she
will have the money to finish college;
and her husband’s mine has gone
through periods of being idled. She is a
West Virginia coal voice. Here is what
she said:

“My daughter has worked hard to get
this far and was just beginning to see
the light at the end of the tunnel. Now,
she may not be able to ever get that
degree.

“It is a shame when young people
who try can’t get ahead. It is even sad-
der when a man who has worked as a
coal miner for 36 years can’t feel secure
in his job.”

What our families need is not just
hope; they need jobs that give them a
good paycheck.

We can make that happen in several
ways. We can diversify our State’s
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economy to attract new employers. We
can expand retraining programs to help
prepare the workforce. But most of all,
we can get Washington off the backs of
our miners.

Let West Virginia miners get back to
work, put food on their tables, and
mine the coal that has powered our Na-
tion.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 31
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
0 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. JOLLY) at noon.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Joshua Beckley, Ecclesia
Christian Fellowship, San Bernardino,
California, offered the following pray-
er:

Our Father and our God, we pray for
this session of Congress, in light of all
that is going on in our world and the
threats that face us as a Nation, that
You would give clarity and thought
and discernment as they follow their
agenda today.

I pray that You would endow them
with wisdom and knowledge, with em-
pathy, and compassion to determine
the best course of action that would af-
fect the greatest good for all who
would be affected by their decisions
today.

I pray that they would be mindful of
our Pledge of Allegiance that declares
that we are one nation under God and
that You are the ultimate leader of
this Nation.

The Scriptures remind us that right-
eousness exalts a nation, but sin is a
reproach to any people.

Bless this 114th session of the House
of Representatives. In the mighty
Name of Jesus, we pray.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:
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I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————————

WELCOMING REVEREND JOSHUA
BECKLEY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. AGUILAR) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor Pastor Joshua Beckley of the
Ecclesia Christian Fellowship in San
Bernardino, California, who just graced
us with the opening prayer.

Pastor Beckley has served as senior
pastor at Ecclesia for the past 25 years
and has presided over a congregation of
4,000 Inland Empire residents.

In addition to helping Ecclesia grow
and flourish, Pastor Beckley cofounded
the Inland Empire Concerned African
American Churches, received numerous
accolades for his ministry and service
to our region, and today serves as the
chair of the Community Action Part-
nership of San Bernardino County,
which is a 1local organization that
seeks to empower and lift low-income
families throughout San Bernardino
County.

In the aftermath of the horrific trag-
edy at the Inland Regional Center in
San Bernardino last December, Pastor
Beckley was a resounding voice of com-
fort and an unwavering leader for thou-
sands in our darkest hours. He provided
solace to the families of the victims,
compassion to their coworkers, and
strength to the community as we re-
covered. His leadership was and con-
tinues to be an integral part of our ef-
forts to heal and rebuild.

We are so grateful for his dedication
to the thousands of Inland Empire fam-
ilies who look to him for guidance, and
we thank him for his continued service
to the region. He is joined by his wife,
Lynda, and his sister, Tammie Watson.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

——————

INVASIVE SPECIES SUMMIT

(Ms. STEFANIK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, my dis-
trict is home to many ecological won-
ders, from the mighty Adirondacks to
the Saint Lawrence River. The envi-
ronment is truly our lifeblood in the
North Country. Sadly, invasive species
threaten the health and beauty of
these natural ecosystems.

Given our unique position as both the
gateway to the Great Lakes and as the
center of international shipping trade,
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our State has the unfortunate distinc-
tion of being a principal point of entry
for many invasive species.

Today I am introducing two pieces of
bipartisan legislation to help combat
and raise awareness about the threat
that invasive species pose to our eco-
systems. Nationwide, an estimated
50,000 nonnative invasive animal and
plant species have been introduced, re-
sulting in more than $100 billion in eco-
nomic losses annually.

Every State and U.S. territory has at
least some form of invasive species.
Therefore, I hope my colleagues will
cosponsor these vital bills so we may
prevent the spread and introduction of
these harmful invasive species.

————

ROSWELL PARK CANCER INSTI-
TUTE AWARDED NEW RESEARCH
GRANTS

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today
Buffalo’s Roswell Park Cancer Insti-
tute was awarded $33 million in new re-
search grants from the National Insti-
tutes of Health.

This funding will support research to
develop new therapies for prostate can-
cer, for head and neck cancer, and to
advance the great promise of
immunotherapy, which is research to
unleash the cancer-killing potential
from the body’s own immune system.

Under the leadership of Dr. Candace
Johnson, Roswell Park scientists are
providing hope and the potential for
healing to millions here and through-
out the world. In Buffalo, the Roswell
Park Cancer Institute is helping to fuel
an economic renaissance that has cap-
tured the attention of the Nation.

Nationally, the National Institutes of
Health’s funding supports over 400,000
good-paying American jobs. Congress
needs to fully fund cancer research for
the National Institutes of Health be-
cause, on this issue, if American lead-
ership is not there, there is no leader-
ship.

REMEMBERING WHEELOCK
WHITNEY

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
remember Wheelock Whitney, a Min-
nesota legend, civic leader, and a
friend. Last week Minnesota was sad-
dened to learn that Wheelock Whitney
had passed away.

Wheelock was a successful business-
man who gave so much back to our
State. He was an impactful leader,
principled, generous, and compas-
sionate. When he retired, he passed his
knowledge on to future generations by
teaching at the Carlson School of Man-
agement at the University of Min-
nesota.

Wheelock’s civic leadership included
playing a large role in local sports
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