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The Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
MENENDEZ) (Finance).

——
LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
MCCARTHY), for the purpose of inquir-
ing of the majority leader the schedule
for the week to come.

(Mr. MCCARTHY asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, on Monday, the House
will meet at noon for morning-hour
and 2 p.m. for legislative business.
Votes will be postponed until 6:30 p.m.
On Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday,
the House will meet at 10 a.m. for
morning hour and noon for legislative
business. On Friday, the House will
meet at 9 a.m. for legislative business.
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Mr. Speaker, the House will consider
a number of suspensions next week, a
complete list of which will be an-
nounced by close of business today.

The House will also consider the fis-
cal year 2017 Interior appropriations
bill, sponsored by Representative CAL-
VERT.

Additionally, the House will consider
the Separation of Powers Restoration
Act, sponsored by Representative
RATCLIFFE, as well as three bills re-
lated to Iran, thanks to the work of
Representatives POMPEO and ROYCE.
The House will also consider the Con-
science Protection Act, authored by
Representative DIANE BLACK.

Mr. Speaker, it is likely that several
additional items will be added to the
schedule for next week, and Members
will be advised of the final schedule as
soon as possible.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, normally, the colloquy
between the majority leader and my-
self on the schedule might be lengthier
than it will be today. This week has
been a sobering week, a sad week.

I want to congratulate Speaker RYAN
on the comments that he made this
morning. He said that ‘“‘every Repub-
lican and every Democrat wants to see
less gun violence.’” He then went on to
say: ‘‘Sometimes we disagree on how to
get there. Sometimes we disagree pas-
sionately on how to get there.” He
went on to say: ‘“‘But in having this de-
bate, let’s not lose sight of the values
that unite us. Let’s not lose sight in
our common humanity.” He then said:
“We need to take a moment here for
reflection, for thought, for prayer, for
justice, for action.”

Mr. Speaker, the majority leader and
I have had a brief conversation on the
floor. He said to me—and I agree—that
we need to sit down together and try to
see how we can bring this country and
this House together on a way forward

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

to, as the gentlewoman from Texas
said, decrease the tensions that exist
between citizens and law enforcement
officers, to ensure the safety not only
of those officers but of Alton Sterling,
who lost his life, and of Philando Cas-
tile, who lost his life—an instance that
appeared to be horrifying and unac-
ceptable.

I think all of us in this House and all
Americans, Mr. Speaker, like the ma-
jority leader has suggested to me—and
I have responded—should come to-
gether to de-escalate the tensions in
our society, the confrontations that we
see too often, the rash rhetoric—the
hateful rhetoric in some cases—that is
being used. I thank the majority lead-
er, Mr. Speaker, for what I believe to
be his very sincere and heartfelt
thoughts along those lines.

So we will not engage in a colloquy
today of differences but in a colloquy
that will, with prayerful consideration,
try to serve the people of this country
and each and every individual in this
country towards a safer, more assured
life in America.

I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding, and I thank him
for his words and our conversation
prior.

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman is cor-
rect. Too many families are mourning
losses this week. I believe all Ameri-
cans are praying for the families—for
the innocents who have been murdered
in ambush. It is a time for this Nation
to heal; it is a time for this Nation to
unite; and it is a time for justice to be
done. I think, for that to start, this
House needs to be an example. I thank
the gentleman for being accepting of
and for being willing to work together
as we have so many times before.

As we know in this House, people
come from many different parts of this
Nation and have expertise. I have sat
and had a conversation with DAVE
REICHERT, who has tremendous exper-
tise; and I have had conversations with
JOHN LEWIS. There is an ability within
this House to help this Nation unite
and heal the wounds that are out there,
and I thank the gentleman for being
willing to be a part of that.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for his comments.

My hope, Mr. Speaker, is that all of
us will be willing to be a part of that
solution, not of the problem.

I yield back the balance of my time.

————

ADJOURNMENT FROM  FRIDAY,
JULY 8, 2016, TO MONDAY, JULY
11, 2016

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet on Monday, July 11, 2016, when it
shall convene at noon for morning-hour
debate and 2 p.m. for legislative busi-
ness.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ZELDIN). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

July 8, 2016

There was no objection.

SWIFT AND SURE JUSTICE FOR
THE THIN BLUE LINE

(Mr. HENSARLING asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, I
rise as a proud and sad citizen of Dal-
las, Texas. I am so proud of that thin
blue line that keeps all of our citizens
safe, including my wife, my son, my
daughter. I am so sad for the fallen,
their families, their sons, their daugh-
ters, their spouses. It is a time of
mourning; it is a time of prayer; but it
is also a time of justice—swift and sure
justice—for anyone who engaged in
this act of evil.

Mr. Speaker, it is also a time for
healing, and it is a time to remember
Martin Luther King’s dream, which
should be America’s dream, that, one
day, our children will grow up to be
judged by the content of their char-
acter and not by the color of their
skin.

I dream also that, one day, we may
decide that it is not a controversial
statement to say that all lives matter,
because it is not a time for us, it is not
a time for them. It is only a time for
we, the people, to treasure all life and
respect the dignity of all of God’s chil-
dren.

It is time to look into our hearts and
ask the fundamental question: Today,
will I promote a color-conscious soci-
ety, or will I promote a colorblind soci-
ety? Today, will I exploit the wound,
or, today, will I attempt to heal the
wound?

May the God who gave us life and lib-
erty heal the wounded of our Nation,
heal the wounded of the city of Dallas,
lift up the families of the fallen, and
bless our land with greater peace and
greater understanding.

———

JUSTICE FOR ALL

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, all of us
were deeply shocked and heartbroken
to learn of the assassination of five po-
lice officers in Dallas last night. Noth-
ing can ever justify the cold-blooded
murders of those who have sworn to
protect and serve. Such an act does
nothing to bring back those who were
killed by police in previous days—
killings that also shocked the con-
science of our country.

Violence only begets violence, not
justice.

The killings of Alton Sterling and
Philando Castile at the hands of law
enforcement officers were horrifying
and unacceptable. Their families de-
serve a full investigation and for jus-
tice to be served—just as those five
fallen officers deserve justice. Justice
for all—those officers who were shot in
Dallas and their families deserve that.
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As we mourn, we remember that the
way we bend the arc of the moral uni-
verse towards justice is by bending it
together. In the days ahead, let us
focus on what unites us and on our
shared determination to see justice
prevail.

Black lives matter. Law enforcement
officers’ lives matter. Justice matters.
Life matters.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO EDEN
PRAIRIE GIRLS’ LACROSSE TEAM

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today, as I did 1 year ago, to congratu-
late the KEden Prairie girls lacrosse
team on their high school State cham-
pionship.

The Eagles demonstrated incredible
perseverance as they rallied from a
five-goal deficit, scoring six of the next
seven goals to tie the championship
game at halftime. That run, coupled
with a very impressive second half de-
fensive display, lifted the Eagles to an
11-9 victory. Co-coaches Judy Baxter
and Beth Patterson have every reason
to be proud of their team’s resilience
throughout the season and the tour-
nament.

It was the Hagles’ strong leadership
from their upperclassmen that actually
made the team difficult to beat. Lead-
ing that offensive effort, senior forward
Sara Woodring scored two goals and
had five assists; and senior defender
Payton Borg led the Eagles’ defense,
allowing only two goals in the second
half.

Mr. Speaker, achieving a high school
State championship title is an impres-
sive accomplishment, but even more
admirable is the Eagles’ ability to
maintain a commitment throughout
the season to their schoolwork and
other obligations outside of the class-
room. The team’s parents, teachers,
and fellow Eagle students are very
proud of their accomplishments.

Once again, congratulations to the
Eden Prairie girls lacrosse team for
their winning championship.

———
CHILCOT REPORT

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I
was impressed this week with the re-
lease of the long-awaited Chilcot re-
port from the United Kingdom’s in-
quiry into the Iraq war.

While the main conclusions of the re-
port should be familiar to all of us—
that the U.S. and Britain justified the
invasion of Iraq with flawed and ma-
nipulated intelligence and that subse-
quent preparations for post-invasion
Iraq were woefully inadequate and mis-
managed—it is, nonetheless, an over-
due public accountability of British
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leadership and a detailed and searing
rebuke that no member of the Bush ad-
ministration has ever undergone.

During his news conference, Mr. Blair
said: ‘I express more SOrrow, regret,
and apology than you can ever be-
lieve.”

Mr. Speaker, what is the chance that
we will ever hear those same remorse-
ful and contemplative words from Mr.
Bush? Mr. Cheney? Mr. Rumsfeld? It is
virtually nonexistent.

God forgive us and them for our in-
difference. Iraq never will.

Mr. Speaker, | was impressed this week
with the release of the long-awaited Chilcot
Report, the United Kingdom’s inquiry into the
Iraq War.

While the main conclusions of the report
should be familiar to all of us by now—that the
U.S. and Britain justified the invasion of Iraq
on both flawed and manipulated intelligence
and that subsequent preparations for post-in-
vasion Iraq were woefully inadequate and mis-
managed—it is nonetheless an overdue public
accountability of British leadership, a detailed
and searing rebuke that no member of the
Bush administration has ever undergone.

The invasion of Iraq in 2003 was the worst
foreign policy decision ever made by an Amer-
ican president, a decision that cost the U.S.
trillions of dollars and that led to the deaths of
over a million people, including 4,500 Amer-
ican servicemembers and scores of Iraqis.

Moreover, the ripple effect across the Mid-
dle East from that single event 13 years ago
has been brutal and violent, spawning terrorist
groups like I1SIS and miring U.S. foreign policy
in a region we continue to misunderstand.

For me, and for a number of others in this
chamber who boldly spoke against the war be-
fore it even began, this report has enormous
resonance.

And it was cathartic to watch former Prime
Minister Tony Blair's news conference, where
he appeared if not exactly repentant, at least
deeply affected by the report’s scathing criti-
cism.

President Bush and the other architects of
the war have never deigned to present them-
selves before the public to explain, much less
atone for, their actions and decisions.

Meanwhile, House Republicans have been
far more determined to waste this body’s time
and resources investigating Benghazi, Hillary
Clinton’s emails, or the IRS rather than the
biggest foreign policy disaster of the last quar-
ter century.

Indifference, Mr. Speaker. That's what the
Irag War has amounted to: a regrettable blip
on an otherwise sterling American reputation
abroad. That's what President Bush, Vice
President Cheney, Secretary Rumsfeld, and
the rest of the political elite who enabled their
actions would have you believe.

But while they continue to enjoy their com-
fortable retirement, free of punishment or offi-
cial censure, Iraq continues to burn.

Perhaps you think a Chilcot Report of our
own would be futile, now that the American
people popularly regard the Iraq War as a pro-
found mistake.

But public censures have their uses, not the
least being that they serve as a warning to
those who would forget or ignore our past
missteps. An American Chilcot Report would
certainly check those voices now calling for in-
creased military action in Iraq and Syria.
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Over the past 5 days, during the final week
of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, over
320 people have been killed in Baghdad. This
is just the latest of Irag’s horrors, Mr. Speaker,
horrors that we wrought with our senseless
and criminal invasion 13 years ago.

During his news conference, Mr. Blair said
“I express more sorrow, regret and apology
than you can ever believe.”

Mr. Speaker, the chances of ever hearing
the same remorseful and contemplative words
from Bush, Cheney, or Rumsfeld are virtually
non-existent. God forgive them and us for
such indifference, for Iraq never will.

———

DEFENDING FREEDOMS PROJECT:
RAIF BADAWI

(Mr. McCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, June
17 marks the fourth anniversary of the
arrest of Saudi Arabian blogger Raif
Badawi. He is a prisoner of conscience
who has been sentenced to 10 years in
prison and 1,000 lashes for his writings.

These days, Raif is not doing well.
Recently, he resorted to a hunger
strike to protest his lack of access to
medical care, which, thankfully, he is
receiving now, but his family remains
extremely concerned for his health.

During the holy month of Ramadan,
King Salman pardoned many prisoners.
His Majesty should also pardon Raif
and Raif’s former lawyer, Waleed
Abulkhair, a human rights advocate
who is serving a 15-year sentence for
crimes such as a lack of respect for au-
thorities and creating an NGO without
permission.

It is ridiculous. I understand that
Saudi Arabia is an ally, Mr. Speaker,
but the United States must not be si-
lent while these men sit in prison.
Saudi Arabia will not achieve security
or stability by repressing peaceful dis-
sent.

—
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HONOR, RESPECT, AND DIGNITY

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as
a resident of Texas, representing parts
of Houston, Texas, which includes the
headquarters of the Houston Police De-
partment, the Nation’s heart is heavy
and saddened.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to
the people of Dallas and to the families
who have lost their fallen heroes.

We respect all of those who are on
the front line of allowing the American
people to protest. We understand the
young people, who are many colors and
backgrounds, who felt compelled to
protest the loss of life of two individ-
uals. The law enforcement officers re-
spected that, too. They understood the
pain of Mr. Castile and Mr. Sterling’s
deaths.
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